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PREFACE 

This, tiie first, volume of a new Catalogue, of Muhammadan Coins in 
the lIiiseiiTiu contains the Arab"Coi.ns of 'Sassaiiiaii type which 

were issued in tlie Eastern Provinces by the Caliphs and .governors of 
the Uiiiaiyad and early 'Abbasici .dynasties. The coins of this class 
in the Britisli Museum are here catalogued for the first time, and this 
is the first Museum Catalogue devoted entire.ly to this class of coins, 

111 view' of their Instorical importance and: the rarity of the individual 
specimens, a large number of coins from, other- cabinets, both public 
and private, many of them previously unpublished, have been included 
in the |)reserit Catalogue. For perm.ission ..to describe, and in many 
cases illustrate, them my thanks are due' to their respective curators 
or owners. (For details of these see the List of Abbreviations, pp. xiii f.) 
Much fresh material for the work was acc|iiired during a visit which 
1 waseiialilcd to pay in 1937 totheMuseiimsof Turkey, Syria, Palestine, 
ant! Egypt. J'or this great opportuo..ity I take this occasion to express 
iny thanks to the Trustees of the British Museum. 

Special attention throughout has been i;)aid to the .epigraphy of the 
coiiidf^genils, and a section of the I:n.troduction (pp. elii if.) has teen 
devoted to this. The intricacies of the Pehlevi and Kiific scripts and 
consetiuent difficulties of elucidation can be Judged from the tables 
printed there. The Table of Pehlevi mint-signatures (pp. cii ff.) should 
a.Iso prove useful in this connexion. 

In. the transliteration of the Arabic legends a system approximating 
to that of the Koyal Asiatic Society has 'been deemed the most suitable. 
In the case of the Pehlevi legends a skeleton transliteration only has 
been employed. Jsames, on the other hand, which -have become familiar 
to readers in an English guise, such as'Mecca, Medina, Caliph, Sassanian, 
Pehlevi, &c., are retained as such. The A..rabi.c definite article in the 
commoner proper names, such as al-Hajja| 'or al-Trak or al-Basra, is 
frequently omitted. 

Throughout the compilation of the work and the correction of the 
proofs I have been greatly helped' by the advice a.nd encouragement of 
Mr. John Allan, Keeper of Coins. I am also indebted to my colleague, 
Mr. Harold Mattingly, for his kindness in .. reading the proofs of the 
greater portion of the Introduction and ' in inaking" helpful suggestions. 


6 February, 1941 


JOHN WALKEE 
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INTRODUCTION 

L. GENERAL ARRANGEMENT AND SCOPE 

The term Arab-Sassanian is used throughout this Catalogue as a 
convenient description for all those Muhammadan coins with Arabic 
and/or Pehlevi legends, which were struck after the Sassanian fashion 
with conventional portrait on the obverse and on the reverse usually a 
Zoroastrian fire-altar and two attendants. Such were the coins issued 
by the Arabs who assumed the government of the Sassanian provinces 
after the overthrow of that great monarchy. For close on two hundred 
years this national coin type persisted in the Eastern Provinces of the 
Caliphate until in a very debased form of its original character it found 
its final expression in the native currency of Bukhara under the 
'Abbasids. 

The coins of this Arab-Sassanian type — which are for the most part 
silver, a small minority being copper, and none of them gold^ — have 
been grouped as follows : 

(I) The Umaiyad Governors in the East and some of their Predecessors 
(c. A.H. 31-83 = A.n. 651-702). 

(II) The Arab-Ephthalite Coins {of Khurasan) 

(c. A.H. 50-69 =A.D. 670-688). 

(III) The ^Abbdsid Governors in Tabaristdn 

(c. A.H. 144-197 = A.n. 761-812), 

(IV) ^Abbdsid Coins of BuMhdrd 

(c. A.H. 158-200 = A.n. 775-815). 

(V) Isolated Corns of Arab-Sassanian Type 

(Umaiyad and Early "Abbasid Period). 

Apart from II, which is properly speaking a special sub-division of 
I; and V, which is a special supplementary division, the grouping is 
chronological. Group I— with one or two early exceptions — and Group II 
fall within the Umaiyad period, although some of the governors who 
issued them were antagonistic to the Umaiyad rule ; while Groups III 
and IV belong to the early 'Abbasid Caliphate, the former coiitinuing 

i A number of forgeries in gold but from silver types are known. They have deceived 
even expert numismatists. See below, pp. 161, 191, 193. 
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the style of coinage struck by. the native. Zoroastrian princes, or 
. of Tabaristan, . the latter that of the .. Bukhdr-Khudas. or 
Lords of Bu&ara, In the last group (V) isolated specimens that cannot 
conveniently be included in any of the preceding groups are collected. 
The dating of some of these latter coins is problematical, but none is 
later than the early 'Abbasid period. All of the above coins, however, 
without exception, derive from the coinage tradition of the Sassanian 
monarchy in Iran. Here as in other parts of the new Islamic dominions 
the continuity of already existing coin types was uninterrupted and 
maintained for a time by the conquering Arabs, in deference to well- 
established national preferences. Of the above groups that of the 
Umaiyad governors in the East and some of their predecessors is by 
far the most important. The others, although historically and numis- 
matically interesting, particularly Group III, are none the less more 
local and short-lived. 

The British Museum coins of the foregoing groups have never before 
been systematically catalogued. For some reason they were not included 
by Lane Poole in his Catalogue of Oriental Coins, although according to 
a statement in his Introduction (vol. i, p. vii) it was his intention to do 
so in a forthcoming volume. Even in the case of other important 
Catalogues of Oriental Coins, such as those by Fraehn, Tiesenhausen, 
Stickel, Lavoix, Niitzel, and Ghalib Edhem, only a small portion of space 
is allotted in each to the Arab-Sassanian series, and none covers all the 
above groups in their entirety. Besides, apart from Museum Catalogues, 
important articles on collections of these coins, private and otherwise, 
have been contributed to scientific periodicals by several oriental 
scholars of the last century. In this connexion special mention should 
be made of Olshausen, Mordtmann, and Thomas. All these published 
examples as well as subsequent unpublished new data have never until 
the present attempt been assembled and critically considered. Un- 
fortunately, many of the coins mentioned by previous writers on the 
subject have not been, or at least have been inadequately, illustrated. 
Naturally the interpretation of their legends and types is frequently 
open to suspicion. Numerous instances of dubiety or mismterpretatioii 
on the part of their editors will be found indicated in the notes 
throughout the present Catalogue. Hence it has been considered ad- 
visable to illustrate as liberally as possible, more especially those obverses 
and reverses whose legends might be called in question, as w^ell as those 
that are in any way remarkable. Moreover, in order to make this 
Catalogue as near to a corpus as possible, many examples from other 
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collections, published or otherwise, are cited and in many instances 
also included in the plates. In the case of rare coins previously 
described, but not properly illustrated, the whereabouts of which to-day 
can no longer be traced for purposes of verification, a statement to this 
effect is inserted as a ca-yeai. ' 

The author is quite aware that the arrangement of the coins in 
the plates, and especially their system of enumeration, is not by any 
means the most scientific one, and may occasionally hinder convenient 
reference to the text. Unavoidable circumstances, however, attending 
the preparation of this Catalogue for the printer, rendered this in- 
evitable, It is hoped, nevertheless, that the inclusion of a Concordance 
of Plate and Page References at the end (pp. 243 f.) will make amends 
for this. 

In order to demonstrate the continuity of coin-types from the 
Sassanian into the Muhammadan period prototype coins have been added 
and briefly described when essential, as in the case of Groups I, HI, 
and IV which derive from collateral branches of the common Sassanian 
stock. As this individual type is slavishly perpetuated on both obverse 
and reverse, almost without exception, throughout each group, only 
the omission or inclusion or divergency of details is noted after the 
standard form has been described at the outset. The phrases, ‘usual 
Sassanian bust ’ for the obverse, and ‘ usual Sassanian fire-altar and 
attendants ’ for the reverse, are sufficient to indicate the prevailing 
type in each particular group. Only those variations in design or 
legend are indicated which have been observed by the present writer 
on the coins themselves or derived from a study of casts and photographs, 
or deduced from the published statements of others. 

In accordance with Museum practice the particulars, where known, 
of acquisition are given at the foot of the page, and additional references 
(which are collected at the end of the Catalogue, pp. 175 ff.) are made to 
other previous publications of the coins in question, if any, as well as 
any supplementary information or discussion that has been considered 
of sufficient relevance. References are also made to any earlier 
publication of coins of similar type and date and particularly to specimens 
in other museums, or accessible collections, which have been illustrated. 
In the case of rare coins, in particular, all possible examples known 
to the writer from his own observation, or reported to him on the 
authority of others, are cited. Mtoy of these coins not in the National 
Collection have been embodied in the present Catalogue in their proper 
sequence outside the running catalogue number. For convenience of 

b 
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reference these coins are indicated by an abbreviatiGn and a number. 
(kSee List of Abbreviations, pp. xiii f.) 

In Group I the coins are subdivided as follows : 

A. Those which have the name of the Sassanian king: i,e. either 
Yezdigird III ; or, most commonly, Khusrau II; or, rarest of all, 
Hormuzd IV. 

B. Those with the bust of the Sassanian king, but without any name. 

C. Those with the name of the Umaiyad Caliph : i.e. either Mu'awiya 
or 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan— the names of the other intermediate 
Caliphs do not occur on any specimen so far known. 

D. Those with the name of a provincial governor. This sub-division, 
which is more or less chronologically arranged, is headed by 'Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair, who for a time was a rival Caliph in Arabia and in the 
Eastern Provinces, and also contains the celebrated Kharijite anti- 
Caliph Itatari ibn al-Fuja’a. At the end are placed a few uncertain 
governors whom the present writer has not succeeded in fitting into the 
historical background with any assurance. 

E. Those without any name which are dated within the period of 
the preceding sub-division. 

F. Barbarous imitations of coins of this group, which, judging from 
the marginal legend on one of them, were perhaps struck in Sistan. 
It is impossible to attribute them to the Umaiyad period with certainty 
as their dates are bungled or illegible. 

In the case of A the coins are first of all arranged according to years, 
and then according to mints ; whereas in the case of subdivisions C and 
D they are arranged first according to mints and then according to years. 
In the case of B, E, and F, the paucity of material renders any further 
subdivision unnecessary. It should be borne in mind that the mint- 
grouping is largely arbitrary because of the uncertainty that exists 
regarding the interpretation of many of the mint-signatures. The table 
on pp. cii~ov and the Index of Mints on pp. 223 ff., however, should 
provide an exact guide to and summary of this material. 

Group II, which is small in scope, is of some rarity. These coins 
have been designated by the present cataloguer as Arab-Ephthalite for 
reasons which will be more apparent when their legends and chronology 
are considered below. So far as possible they are arranged under mints 
and attributed conjecturally to two governors. This is a quite new 
interpretation and every indulgence is asked of the reader in any 
criticism of the proposed hypotheses. As can be seen from the foot-notes 
the majority of specimens so far known of this group are in the National 


INTEODUCTION 


XIX 


Collection ; one hitherto unpublished and unique specimen is in the 
American Numismatic Society Collection, New York (A,NS. 17, p. 127). 

Group III has been subdivided as follows : 

A. Posthumous coins with the name of the last nsbtwe I spahbad of 
Tabaristan. Khurshid. probably struck by the 'Abbasid governors. 

B. Coins with the name of thelAbbasid governor, written in Pehlevi 
or Arabic, or in rare instances in both languages. 

C. Coins with the Pehlevi word afzut written in place of the usual 
name-legend. A few examples of this type have, however, a governor’s 
name in Arabic added in the margin. This section also includes at the 
end what to the present writer appear to be very questionable examples 
in gold and copper. 

The coins in all cases are of the mint of Tabaristan (Pehlevi tpurstak) 
and they have all been arranged, in their various sections, chronologi- 
cally. It will be seen that there is thus a certain amount of overlapping 
in the case of some governors. That point will be commented on when 
we come to deal with the chronology of the coins, and can be readily 
seen from the table on pp, Ixxiv f. 

Group IV, after the evolution of the coinage from the Sassanian 
prototype of Bahram V has been traced through the intermediate 
Bu^aran imitations, is subdivided into : A. Coins with bilingual 
legends ; and B. Coins with Arabic legends only. 

As none of the coins of this group has either mint or date expressed, 
their allocation territorially and chronologically must be deduced from 
internal evidence aided by fragmentary statements in the annalists 
For this discussion reference should be made to the section below dealing 
with the matter (pp. Ixxx ff.). 

The last group (V) is a kind of ^omnium gatherum’, which contains 
coins which are partially akin to coins in the foregoing groups, but 
which just escape by reason of some defect or peculiarity from being 
eligible for admission to one or other of them. For example, there is 
the coin of Tabaristan type (I. 58, p. 174) which cannot be placed in 
Group III for the simple reason that it was struck at the mint of Raiy. 
Others again, while they have a traditional Sassanian bust on the 
obverse, are without the usual reverse with fire-altar and two attendants, 
and instead have a legend either wholly in Pehlevi or in a mixture of 
both Arabic and Pehlevi. These are stray pieces which, in our presefnt 
state of limited information, can only be grouped together promiscuously. 
The group has been sub-divided into ; A. Uncertain (Umaiyad or early 
'Abbasid) Period ; and B. 'Abbasid Period. 
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In this Catalogue only: those coins are included .which bear definite 
signs that they were issued under Arab control, such as either legends 
in Arabic or names of Arab governors either written in Pehlevi or in 
Arabic or in the so-called Ephthalite script. An apparent exception to 
this rule of limitation occurs in Group III, sub-division A, which contains 
certain coins bearing the name of Khurshid and dated after the time 
of his death as reported by the native historians. These posthumous 
coins, for historic and numismatic reasons to be mentioned later, have 
been regarded as almost certainly products of the minting operations 
ordered by one or other of the early 'Abbasid governors of the 
Tabaristan Province before they began to substitute their own names 
on the coins for that of the defeated Strictly speaking, 

another exception to the above rule is that of the afzut coins (Group 
III C) in this same series. Although they, with rare exceptions, never 
bear any trace of Arabic script, they were struck by 'Abbasid governors 
as is clear from their dating and other internal evidence.^ On the 
other hand, amongst the Sassanian coins of Khusrau II there is a well- 
known group with the Pehlevi word om afd on the obverse margin. 
These coins, in contrast to the early coins of this monarch, are usually 
well produced and very like certain Arab-Sassanian coins in fabric and 
workmanship. It is quite within the bounds of possibility that some of 
these might have been issued under the Arabs in the Iranian provinces, 
but as there is no definite evidence to substantiate this, such coins are 
not included in this Catalogue.^ 

1 The assertion by Unvala {Numismatique du Taharistdrii p. 13) that these so-called 
‘ anonymous coins ’ were struck by the Zoroastrians who revolted against the Arabs 
is in my opinion untenable. See below, p. Ixxiii. 

^ De Morgan (in Babelon’s Traite, hi, tome i, p. 548) has dogmatically attributed 
them to the Arab governors at the time of the conquest. Besides these there are certain 
odd specimens with the Pehlevi marginal legend afd abbreviated to af (ojw). This last 
has frequently been misinterpreted as the Arabic 4) Ulldh, and the coins in consequence 
have been classed as Muhammadan. Instances of this mistaken attribution, wherever 
they are detected, are cited throughout the Catalogue notes. Thomas {J.M.A.S., 1850, 
p. 283) was particularly unfortunate in this respect; he read the Pehlevi afd as repre- 
senting the Arabic "abd (jup). 
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: • II.' HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY ; ; 

General Survey 

The 16tli Jiily, A.D. 622, is a cardinal date in Mamie chronology. 
That day is reckoned by Muhammadans as the first of the sacred month 
of Muharram, which opened the Year of the Flight (or The 

event commemorated was the migration (hijra) of Muhammad and his 
adherents from Mecca to Yatfirib. The latter place was afterwards to 
be known as Medina, 'the City’, or in full ' the City of the Prophet’ 
{Madmat-al-Nabl), During the next ten years this city was Muhammad’s 
base. The politico-religious propaganda of the new religion of Mam 
emanated thence and impinged on the encircling tribes and the more 
settled and civilized nations beyond Arabia. An old tradition, now 
discredited, tells of embassies being dispatched by the Prophet in a.h. 6 
(a.d. 628) to the neighbouring Ghassanid and Lal^mid princes and, still 
more ambitiously, to the rulers of Byzantium, Persia, Egypt, and 
Abyssinia. It was a bold move, which, if the story is not, as is most 
probable, historical prolepsis, might have been justified by what subse- 
quently happened — the rapid development of Islamic power following 
the death of Muhammad in a.h. 11 (a.b. 632), under his energetic suc- 
cessors. The Prophet’s father-in-law, Abu Bekr {Abu Bakr)^ was the 
first Caliph (Khalifa), i.e. 'successor’ or 'representative’ of the lately 
deceased Apostle of Allah {rasul Allah), During his brief but resolute 
leadership of the nascent Islamic community (a.h. 11-13) the fanatic 
tribesmen were thrusting their way through the buffer-states on the 
Arabian frontiers into the rich empires beyond. But it was under the 
next Caliph Omar {[Umar ibn al-KhaMdb) that the spectacular victories 
of the early Arab territorial expansion were won. Palestine, Syria, 
Egypt, Persia— in all these countries the sword of Islam prevailed. The 
years, as they pass, record a succession of brilliant and shattering 
victories almost unparalleled in the annals of history. 

In this Catalogue we are concerned only with the eastern advance 
through Mesopotamia (the modern Trak) and Persia (the modern Iran) 
and to some extent Transoxiana, i.e. the territories beyond the river 
Oxus,^ 

Geographically this area roughly coincided with the vast empire of 
the Sassanian dynasty that had ruled there for fully four centuries. 

^ The Arabic designation of this region was Ma ward^ al-nahr ( Ajj U), literally, 

‘ What is behind the river ’. 
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The prestige of the royal house of Sasan in the East was the counter- 
part of that of the imperial family of Byzantium in the West. Both 
received the rude shock of the sudden onslaught from the desert 
Arabs; but whereas the latter only lost part of its territory (prin- 
cipally Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and North Africa) the former was 
completely and utterly submerged by the deluge of invasion. The 
death blows to Sassanian supremacy were dealt at the battles of Kadisiya 
(a.d. 636) and Nihavand (a.d. 642). The last Sassanian monarch, 
Yezdigird III, was forced bit by bit to retreat into the outlying provinces 
of what remained of his once vast domain. In a.d. 651 (a.h. 31) he 
was assassinated near Merv in the province of Khurasan and his dynasty 
was virtually terminated. Province after province came under the sway 
of the fast-encroaching power of the Caliphs. 

When Yezdigird III died, Othman (^Uthmdn ibn ^Affdn) was Caliph, 
the third in succession after the Prophet. It is with him that the house 
of Umaiya attained the Caliphate, though it was Mu'awiya (q.v.), who 
was actually the first Caliph of what is known as the Umaiyad dynasty. 
The struggle for the control of the Islamic theocracy at that time was 
one of bitter discord and intertribal jealousy. 'All, the Prophet’s 
cousin and son-in-law— -he had married Muhammad’s daughter Fatima, 
an event which was to have lasting historical significance — had each 
time failed to be elected as Caliph much to the chagrin of himself and 
his partisans. The favouritism, therefore, which the Caliph Othman 
manifested towards the members of his own house of Umaiya, naturally 
kindled the flames of revolt, and for long afterwards the 'Alid sup- 
porters were destined to upset the equilibrium of the ruling power, 
whether Umaiyad, or, afterwards, 'Abbasid. 

The assassination of Othman in a.h. 35 (a.d. 656) released the pent- 
up waters of civil disorder and set the whole Islamic world in a turmoil. 
'All had homage paid to himself as the new Caliph in the mosque at 
Medina. But two of the prominent old ‘ Companions ’ of the Prophet, 
Talha and Zuhair, together with the Prophet’s favourite wife 'A’i^a, 
opposed him and made the new city of Basra their head-quarters. 'Ali 
found support for his cause in the rival city of Kufa, and at the Battle 
of the Camel (a.h. 36) he succeeded in crushing the revolt. The two 
garrison cities, and with them the whole of the province of 'Irak, were 
his (a.h. 35-40). The centre of gravity of the Caliphate, incidentally, 
had for the first time passed outside the holy territory of Arabia. 

Syria, however, was still unsubdued. For some twenty years this 
important province, with its heritage of Byzantine culture, had been 
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very ably governed by Mu'awiya— a coBsi^ of the recently murdered 
Caliijh — who, backed by his well-disciplined standing army, refused to 
regard 'All as legitimately elected. He succeeded in securing a settle- 
ment by arbitration. 

Mu'awiya triumphed, but it was not until a.h. 41~after the assassi- 
nation of 'All (a.h. 40) and the deposition of his eldest son Hasan 
(a.h. 41)— that Mu'awiya as first Caliph of the IJmaiy ad dynasty 
established his capital at Damascus. This continued to be the centre of 
the Caliphate — much to the displeasure of the citizens of Kufa — until 
the Umaiyads were ousted by their political rivals the 'Abbasids, about 
ninety years later. 

It was during this famous arbitration crisis that there emerged from 
the midst of the contending factions a party of fanatics called Kharijites. 
i.e. separatists (Khawdrij). These sectarians were destined to give 
endless trouble throughout the subsequent history of the Caliphate. 
Their clarion call was ' There is no judgement (or arbitration) except 
Allah’s ’ {la huhm.a ilia lilldh), a slogan which occurs, as we shall see, on 
coins issued by one of their celebrated leaders, al-Katari ibn al-Puja’a 
(see p. 112). 

The ShVa (or Party) of 'Ali became even more antagonistic to the 
newly established dynasty than were the Kharijites. They never forgave 
the Umaiyads for the disastrous massacre at Kerbela in a.h. 61 (a.d. 650) 
of 'All’s son Husain and his handful of followers by the soldiers of the 
Umaiyad governor 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad (q.v.). They had their revenge 
some years later when they temporarily joined forces with the 'Abbasids 
and helped to extinguish the Umaiyad dynasty in the East (in a.h. 132). 

In contradistinction to the 'Alid Party {SM^at-'AU) the orthodox (or 
Sunni) Muhammadans maintained that the first three Caliphs of Islam 
were the following : 

Abu Bekr {Abu Bakr), a.h. 11-13 (a.d. 632-634). 

Omar {"Umar), a.h. 13-23 (a.d. 634-644). 

Othman CUthmdn), a.h. 23-35 (A.n. 644-656). 

These are known by the Sunnis as the ' Orthodox Caliphs ’ (al-Ehulafd 
al~RdsMdun), The Shi" a naturally disputed this and regarded 'Ali as the 
rightful Caliph. As we have seen, his brief spell of office (a.h. 35-40) was 
far from achieving the universal acclamation of the Islamic commxmity. 
On his assassination his eldest son Hasan — a weakling — claimed the 
Caliphate, only to be forced in the following year into retirement, and 
an ignominious death by poisoning, by a stronger claimant, Mu'awiya. 
Thereafter, for well-nigh a century, the widespread Islamic dominions 
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were under the control of the Umaiyad Caliphs whose reigns were as 
follows : 

UMAIYAD CALIPHS 
(capital, Damascus) 

A.H. 41-132 = A.n. 661-750 
(a) Elder Branch: Snfydnids 



A.H. 

A.B. ■ 

Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan . 

41-60 

661-680 

Yawd ibn Mu'awiya . . 

60-64 

680-683 

Mu'awiya (II) ibn Yazid . 

64 

683-684 

(b) Younger Branch: Marwdnids 



A.H. 

A.D. 

Marwan ibn al-'ljakam . . . 

64-65 

684-685 

*Abd ahMalil^ ibn Marwan . 

65-86 

685-705 

al-Walid ibn *Abd al-Malik 

86-96 

705-715 

Sulaiman ibn 'Abd al-Malik . . 

96-99 

715-717 

*Umar (II) ibn 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn Marwan 

99-101 

717-720 

Yazid (II) ibn 'Abd al-Malik . 

101-105 

720-724 

Hisham ibn 'Abd al-Malik . . 

105-125 

724-743 

al-Walid (II) ibn Yazid (II) 

125-126 

743-744 

Yazid (III) ibn al-Walid (I) 

126 

744 

Ibrahim ibn al-Walid (I) . 

126-127 

744 

Marwan (II) ibn Muhammad ibn Marwan (I) 

127-132 

744-750 


Under the Umaiyad Caliphs the Eastern Provinces — in which section of 
the Islamic world the coins of this volume of the Catalogue were minted— 
were partitioned between the governors of the two great garrison cities 
of Hrak : Basra, where there was a large Ediarijite element, and Kufa, 
which was a centre for propaganda. Sometimes, indeed, these two 
areas were placed by the Caliph under the control of a single governor- 
general, as in the case of Ziyad (q.v.), or of the latter’s son 'Ubaidallah 
(q.v.) and, more especiall}^ of Hajjaj ibn Yusuf (q.v.). When this 
happened, this important official would usually reside alternately in 
each of the two cities above mentioned. Hajjaj, however, in order to 
keep an eye on the two rival centres of unrest and insubordination, 
founded (in a.h. 84) the half-way city of al-Wasit (‘ the Middle One ’) 
as a fixed camp for his Syrian troops. But, normally, the governor of 
Kufa, higher up the Tigro-Euphrates valley, commissioned the sub- 
lieutenants of the provinces of A^arbaijan, Arran, Tabaristan, Jibal, &c. 
In a like manner the governor of Basra, in the lower reaches of the 
valley, had his head-quarters in that city and dispatched his deputies 
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or sub-governors to the various provinces, such as Ears, Kirman, Sistan, 

the - disputed Indian frontier 

lands. {See map, p. cxliii.) 

When Yazid succeeded Mu'awiya (in a.h. 60) the old quarrel over the 
Caliphate burst forth anew. "Abdallah ibn al-Zubair (q.v.) and Husain 
ibn "Ali rose in rebellion. The latter, relying on help from the Shi'! 
citizens of Kuf a, was doomed to disappointment, and 'Ubaidallah ibn 
Ziyad (q.v.), the Umaiyad governor of the city at that time, was 
instrumental in crushing him with great slaughter on the calamitous 
field of Kerbela, an event ever afterwards to be remembered by the 
"Alids. On the other hand 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair for several years 
(a.h. 61-73) maintained himself as a rival Caliph in Arabia, in the Eastern 
Provinces, and in part of Syria. Some of his coins bear his assumed 
title of 'Commander of the Faithful’ written in Pehlevi (pp. 33-6). 
We have also coins of his brother Mus'ab (q.v.), who was his governor 
in Basra and also in Kufa. The career of 'Abdallah was brought to a 
tragic close by the formidable Umaiyad warrior Hajjaj ibn Yusuf (q.v.), 
who, under the Umaiyad Caliph 'Abd al-Malik (q.v.), rose to be the 
viceroy of the w^hole of the Eastern Provinces. It was about this time 
that the important coinage reform, to which we shall return later, took 
place. New gold and silver coins with Arabic legends only and generally 
without any effigies or symbols were introduced from about a.h. 75 
onwards.^ The latest date on coins of Arab-Sassanian type issued by 
the Umaiyads is a.h. 83 (see p. 120). These bear the name of Hajjaj ibn 
Yusuf who played an important part in the coinage reform. Sporadi- 
cally, however, the type survived, as we shall see, in Tabaristan and 
Bu^ara into the early 'Abbasid period. 

In A.H. 132 the Umaiyads in the Bast were driven from the Caliphate 
by their enemies of the house of 'Abbas, aided for the time being by the 
'Alid partisans and the heterogeneous Kharijites. The Syrian domina- 
tion was thus over. Damascus ceased to be the capital. Once again Kufa 
was the centre of the Caliphate, although it was not long before it had 
to give way before the new 'Abbasid capital of Baghdad {Madmat- 
al-Saldm). Meanwhile the governors of the 'Abbasid Caliphs in Tabari- 
stan, conforming to the local practices of the native rulers whom they 
finally displaced, issued coins in the Sassanian style with legends in 
Pehlevi and Arabic. Somewhat later the coins of Bu^ara, also of 

1 These Reformed Currency coins wiU be dea-lt with in a subsequent volume of this 
British Museum Catalogue. Some of those in the British Museum Collection have already 
been published by Lane Poole in his Catalogue. 
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a derived Sassanian type, came to be struck in that region with the 
names in Arabic of the 'Abbasid Caliphs and governors of the time, 
together, sometimes, with legends in a form of script derived from 
Aramaic. The latest of these Arab-Sassanian coin survivals may be 
dated somewhere during the reigns of the immediate successors of the 
'Abbasid Caliph Harun al-Ra^id (a.h. 170“-193 =: a.d. 786-809), the 
celebrated eon temporary in the Moslem East of the great Charle- 
magne in the Christian West. 

I. The Umaiyad Oovernors in the East and some of their 

Predecessors 

When the armies of Islam invaded Iran the ruler of that country 
was Yezdigird III (a.d. 632-651), destined to be the last Sassanian 
monarch. Driven from one province to another of his doomed empire, 
he was ignominiously murdered at Merv in a.h. 31. He had thus ruled 
for practically twenty years, and the dates on his own Sassanian coinage 
range from 1 to 20. It is this last date (20) that appears on the imitative 
issues of the Arab governors who ousted him from his dominions. The 
question whether this date on the Muhammadan coins represents a date 
in the Yezdigird era, or in the new era of the Hijra, is considered later 
(p. xxxv). Yezdigird III was the grandson of Khusrau II (a.d. 590-628), 
whose coinage was so plentiful and well received in the Iranian provinces 
that it was taken as the standard type by the invaders. Khusrau’s own 
Sassanian coins range between the years 1 to 39. The new Arab- 
Sassanian coins — still bearing his name — have dates from 21 to 50, 
while a few isolated and erratic cases of the survival of the name of 
Khusrau on Muhammadan issues are also known, but all of a much 
later date (Catalogue, pp. 23, 125-6). 

But contemporaneous with some of these are the coins on which 
the name of Kliusrau has been displaced by that of an Umaiyad Caliph 
or governor or rebel leader. These were struck between the years 
A.H. 41 and 83, i.e. from the beginning of the reign of the Caliph 
Mu'awiya until almost the end of that of 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan. 
In this short but eventful period we have some thirty-five Arab governors 
commemorated in the coinage of this particular type. The subjoined 
chronological summary of the more outstanding personalities and 
happenings that attended the rapid expansion of Islam in Trak and 
in the Iranian provinces serves as an historical setting for the coins of 
this group and also gives some idea of the relative positions occupied by 
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the two great military colonies at Kufa and Basra and their respective 
zones of admimstration. Many of the governors and sub-governors 
whose names figure on these coins will be seen to play an important 
part, especially in the establishment of the Umaiyad rule in these 
territories. The Biographical Sketches appended to this section will pro- 
vide fuller details regarding their individual political and mint activities. 

Considering that the numismatic records of the governors of this 
period are so rich, it is a matter for some surprise and regret that there 
are no coins extant of some of the more outstanding amongst them, 
such as Mugiiira ibn Shu'ba, SaTd ibn al-'As, al-MuMitar, &c. Future 
finds, however, may bring them to light. After all it is only within the 
last ten years that coins with the names of BMr ibn Marwan, 'Ubaid- 
allah ibn Abi Bakra, Talha ibn 'Abdallah, 'Atiya ibn al-Aswad, and 
Mughira ibn al-Muhallab have been discovered or identified for the first 
time. And there are still several examples amongst the coins of un- 
certain governors awaiting elucidation. (See pp. 121-4.) 

One of the problems arising from a. study of these coins is their 
chronology. It is obvious from a collation of the coin dates with the 
historical information provided for us by the Arab chroniclers that at 
least three eras were employed by the moneyers, namely the Hijra 
reckoning (a.h.), the Yezdigird era (y.E.), and what I have termed the 
Post-Yezdigird era (u.-y.e.). The first is the normal Muhammadan 
system of dating from the Prophet’s Flight to Medina in 

A.D. 622. The other two are peculiar to the Eastern Provinces. They 
are a heritage from the Sassanian empire in which no fixed era was 
employed in common by all the successive rulers of that dynasty. 
Instead, a new system of dating started with the accession of each new 
monarch in turn. The Yezdigird era began in the year when Yezdigird 
III ascended the throne of his forefathers (a.d. 632). As he was the 
last Sassanian ruler, local sentiment favoured its continuance after his 
death.^ But a more natural system of dating that would appeal to 
Iranian patriotism was the use of a new era reckoned from the year 
following the death of Yezdigird III in a.d. 651. This third era, which 
is the regular one employed on the 'Abbasid coins of Tabaristan has for 
that reason usually been called the Tabaristan era. There is evidence, 
however, of its use outside that province,^ as in the case of some of 

1 'It is still used by the Zoroastrian community in Iran and by their Farsi co- 
religionists in India’ (Taqizadeh, B.jS.0.8,, 1938, p. 917). 

2 ' This era was once in general use in most parts of Persia and more especially in 
Tabaristan, Gilan, Qum, and perhaps some of the central provinces of I^ersia, as well as 
with the Zoroastrians of Khorasan and Transoxiana ’ (Taqizadeh, op, cit,^ p. 918). It is 
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the coins in this Catalogue, and so a more apt name for it is the 
Post-Yezdigird era. Both of : the ' Iranian eras are solar, whereas the 
Muhammadan one is lunar. A table covering the dates which concern 
us in this Catalogue will be found on pp. 237 f. 

It is not always easy to be certain which particular era is involved in 
the dates of some of the Umaiyad coins. All three eras are actually used 
in the case of some governors, though apparently not all at the same 
mint. The chronological details are included in the Biographical Sketches 
and the Mint Notes (q.v.). 

In compiling the following historical summary of this particular 
period I have found the late Prince Caetani’s Chronographia Islamica 
invaluable. In the columns marked Kufa and Basra there have been 
indicated the main historical details of conquest, governorships, &c., 
appertaining to their respective zones. Attention is drawn to the map 
on p. cxliii, which will be helpful in following the progress of events. 
In some cases the dates transmitted to us by the Arabic annalists 
are at variance with one another. The importance of the coins lies in 
their providing us with contemporary data for corroborating, supple- 
menting, or at times correcting the historians. Even so there are 
numerous cases where the coin evidence cannot be reconciled with the 
historical tradition. These are commented on in the Biographical 
Sketches where they occur. 

Historical Summary {a.k, IQ-SZ) 

A.H. KXJFA BASBA 

16 

17 Kufa founded. 

Governor : Sa'd ibn Abi 
Wakkas. 


20 Sa'd deposed ; 'Ammar ibn 
Yasir appointed. 

called TaWlMi al-Majus, i.e. the era of the Magians, or Zoroastrians, and, according to 
Taqizadeh {p. 922), continued to he employed by the Zoroastrian community as late as the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries a.d. Taqizadeh^s conclusion (ibid.) is ‘ that the real 
name of the era was Parsik, that it was expressed by the words “20 years after 
Yazdegerd” written after the Magian date, which meant that the beginning of the era 
was twenty years after the era of Yazdegerd, and that the latter became the exclusive 
means of dating, with the Zoroastrians, only in the last few centuries, and at any rate 
after the sixteenth century.’ 


Basra founded. 

Governor : Mu^ira ibn Shu'ba. 

Mugjiira deposed ; Abu Musa al- 
A^'ari appointed. 

Military expedition to Khixzistan. 
Manadhir, Nahr-Tira, Suk al-Ahwaz, 
and al-Sus reported taken. 
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21 'Ammar deposed ; Mu^ira 
: .appointed. 

Battle of Nihdvand. 

Arab victory. al-Raiy 
taken. 

22 Ardabn taken. 

Expedition to ai-Bab. 

23 The governor of Kufa cap- 
tures al-Raiy and Hama- 
dhan. 

24 Mughira deposed ; Sa'd ibn 
Abi Wakkas appointed. 

26 Sa'd deposed and al-Walid 
ibn 'Ukba appointed. 
Invasion of Adharbaijan. 
which was in revolt. 

27 " 


28 Adharbaiian subdued. 

29 


30 al-Wsi-lid deposed ; Sa'id ibn 
al-'As appointed. 

Sa'id ibn al-'As conquers 
Tabaristan, 


32 Another expedition to 
Adharbaiian. 


33 Revolt in Kufa against the 
Caliph Othman. Movement 
in favour of *Aii. 


XXIX 

BASBA 

Ramhurni.uz, Tiistar, Jiindaisabfir, 
al-Sus, &c., reported captured. 


Conquest of Khuzistan. 


The governor of Basra begins the 
conquest of Ears. 

Sabur (Bi^apur), Arrajan, &c., taken. 
Mah al-Basra and Ispahan taken. 


Sabur and IstaMir taken (again). 


Peace made with Arrajan and Darab- 
jird. 


AAbu Musa deposed; 'Abdallah ibn 
'Amir appointed. 

Reconquest of Ears. Istakhr. Darab- 
jird, and Ispahan recaptured. 

'Abdallah ibn 'Amir continues sub- 
jugation of Ears. 

Kirman occupied. 

Expedition to Khurasan and Kuhis- 
tan. Defeat of Ephthalites. Herat 
and Abrashahr taken. 

Conquest of Sistan and Makran. 

Merv al-Rudh taken. 

Treaty with people of Balkh. 

The new province of Kiurasan is put 
in charge of ICais ibn al-Haitham. 

Rebellion in Khurasan suppressed 
by 'Abdallah ibn Khazim. who is 
made governor of the province. 

The revolt against the Caliph Othman 
spreads to Basra, 
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34 The Kufans refuse to have 
Sa'id ibn al-'As as goverxior, 
and Abu Musa is appointed 
■ ' in his stead 

36 Abu Musa supports AIL 


3*7 Abu Mas'ud Alid governor. 

38 Kharijite revolt in Kufa. 

AH suppresses it. 


39 


40 AH assassinated. 


41 Mu'awiya, as Caliph, ap- 
points Abdallah ibn Amr 
governor of Kufa ; then 
Mughira ibn Shu'ba. Gover- 
nor of Eaiy is Ka;^ir ibn 
Shihab. 

Kharijites defeated by Mu- 
ghira near Kufa. 

43 


44 


45 


46 

48 


BASEA 


Battle of the Camel. Victory for AH. 
Alid governors in Basra (Abdallah 
ibn Abbas) and in Khurasan (Khu- 
laid). 

Revolt in Abrashahr and Merv. 

The citizens of Ba§ra rise against 
AH, and Ziyad ibn Abl Sufyan ( Alfs 
lieutenant) is unable to restrain them. 

Insurrection in Pars and Kirman 
against taxation. Ziyad is sent by 
the Alid governor of Basra to sup- 
press it. He is successful. 

Disorder in Basra. Alfs governor 
withdraws to Mecca. Ziyad is placed 
in charge of the land-tax (Khardj), 

Abdallah ibn Amir governor of 
Basra for Mu'awiya. Governor of 
Khurasan is Kais ibn al-Haitham ; 
of Sistan Abd al-Rahman ibn 
Samura. Ziyad (Alid supporter) is 
governor of Pars. Kharijites sup- 
pressed by ibn Amir near Basra. 


Abdallah ibn Khazim governor of 
Khurasan. 

Abdallah ibn Amir deposed ; suc- 
ceeded by Harith ibn Abdallah. 

Haritih deposed (after four months) ; 
Ziyad appointed. 

Khurasan governed by Hakam ibn 
Amr al-Ghifari. Kharijite revolt 
near Basra quelled. 

Rabi' ibn Ziyad governor of Sistto. 

Ziyad's governor in Khurasan is 
Ghalib ibn Padala. 
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Miighira dies ; succeeded by 
Ziyad as governor of both 
Kufa and Basra. 

Ziyad orders suppression of 
Khariiites. 


'Amr ibn Hiiraith deputy - 
governor for Ziyad in Kufa. 
'Alid revolt suppressed. 


Death of Ziyad (but see 
p. xliv). 

'Abdallah ibn Khalid gover- 
nor of Kufa ; later Dahhak 
ibn Kais {? cf. year 55). 


Dahhak sends Maskala ibn 
Hubaira on an ill-fated ex- 
pedition to T^karistan. 


'Abdallah ibn Khalid de- 
posed by Mu'awiya, and 
Dahhak ibn Kais appointed 
(*? cf. year 53). 


. BASRA 

Ziyad appointed by Mu'awiya over 
both Kufa and Basra. 


Samura ibn Jundab sub-governor 
for Ziyad in Basra. Kharijite revolt 
suppressed. 'Ubaidallah ibn Abl 
Bakra sent by ZiyM to govern Sistan. 
Khulaid ibn 'Abdallah appointed by 
Ziyad as governor of Khurasan. Ziyad 
advances into Kuhistan and subdues 
it. Sinan ibn Salama, governor of 
Sind, subdues Makran. 

Khulaid ibn 'Abdallah, governor of 
Khurasan, succeeded by Rabi' ibn 
Ziyad, who later attacks Balkh and 
drives the Ephthaiites into Kuhistan. 

'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra, governor 
of Sistan, makes treaty with ruler of 
Kabul. 

Kharijite revolt suppressed in 'Irak. 

Samura still governor of Basra, 
Khurasan : Rabi' ibn Ziyad dies and 
is succeeded by his son 'Abdallah as 
governor. The latter dies after two 
months and is succeeded by Khulaid 
ibn 'Abdallah. (On the death of 
Ziyad ibn Abl Sufyan his son 'Ubaid- 
allah is appointed by Mu'awiya.) 
'Ubaidallah, governor of Sistan, de- 
posed ; 'Abbad ibn Ziyad appointed 
(until A.H. 60). 

Samura deposed. _ 

'Abdallah ibn 'Amir ibn Ghailan 
governor for six months ; then suc- 
ceeded by 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, 
governor of Khurasan. 

'Ubaidallah, after crossing the Oxus, 
fighting the Turks, and making a 
treaty with the Prince of Bukhara, 
returxis to Basra. 

'Ubaidallah appoints Aslam ibn Zur'a 
governor of Khurasan. 
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56 


58 by Mu'a- 
wiya ; 'Abd al-Rabmto ibn 
'Abdallah appointed, but 
later expelled by the citi- 
zens and sent by Mu'awiya 
to govern Egypt. 

59 ISTu'man ibn Bashir ap- 
pointed governor of Kufa. 


60 ISTu'man deposed by Yazid, 
and 'XJbaidallah ibn Ziyad 
appointed over both Kufa 
and Basra. 

61 'Alid defeat at Kerbela. 


63 


64 The citizens of Kufa rise in 
favour of 'Abdallah ibn al- 
Zubair. 

Zubairid governor 'Amir ibn 
Mas'ud (for three months), 
followed by 'Abdallah ibn 
Yazid. 

Shi'ite movement led by 
al-Mukhtar. 

65 'Abdallah ibn Yazid de- 
posed and 'Abdallah ibn 
Muti' appointed. 


BASEA; . . . V , 

Sa'id ibn 'Uthman' goes, with Mii'a- 
wiya’s permission, to Khurasan with 
Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra. 

Expedition across the Oxus ; defeat 
of Sogdians. 

Kharijite revolt suppressed by 
'Ubaidallah’s soldiers. 


Sa'id recalled from Khurasan. 

'Abd al-Rah.man ibn Ziyad, appointed 
by Mu'awiya, arrests Asiam ibn Zur'a. 
Sistan, governor 'Abbad ibn Ziyad ; 
Kirmto, Sharik ibn al- A'war. 

Salm ibn Ziyad appointed to govern 
Khurasan by the new Caliph Yazid. 


Salm ibn Ziyad, governor of both 
Sistan and Khurasan, appoints his 
brother Yazid ibn Ziyad over Sistan. 
Salm makes expedition into Trans- 
oxiana. 

Salm ibn Ziyad deposes his brother 
Yazid and appoints Talha ibn 'Abd- 
allah as governor of Sistan. 

Khalid ibn 'Abdallah sub-governor 
in Kabul for a year. 

'XJbaidallah ibn Ziyad driven out of 
Basra by supporters of 'Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair. 

Zubairid governor 'Abdallah ibn al- 
Harith until arrival of 'Umar ibn 
'Ubaidallah. 

In IQiurasan Salm ibn Ziyad is ousted 
by 'Abdallah ibn Khazim. 


Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra sent to fight 
against the Kharijites by the people 
of Basra. 
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66 al-Mukhtar successf ully gets 

control of Kuf a and extends 
his authority throughout 
Irak.; 


67 Mus'ah ibn al-Zubair, along 
with Muhallab ibn Abi 
Sufra, attacks Mukhtar in 
Kufa. The latter is killed, 
and Muws'ab with his lieu- 
tenants takes over Kufa 
and the Trakian provinces. 
Muhallab is made governor 
of Mosul, al-Jazira. Adhar- 
baijan, and Armenia, while 
'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah ibn 
Mi'mar is in charge of Fars. 

68 Mu§'ab appoints al-Harith 
ibn 'Abdallah as his deputy 
in Kufa. 

al-Muhallab continues to 
wage war against the Khari- 
jites. 

70 


71 Mus'ab killed in the re- 

or conquest of 'Irak by the 

72 forces of 'Abd al-Malik. 

The new governor of Kufa 
(for forty days) is Katan 
ibn 'Abdallah. Thereafter 
he is succeeded by the 
Caliph’s brother Bishr ibn 
Marwan. 

Muhallab, still engaged in 
the suppression of the 
Kharijites under their leader 
Katari, forsakes theZubairid 
cause, and offers allegiance 
to the Umaiyad Caliph. 
Mukatil ibn Misma' is go- 
vernor of Ardashir-Khurra 
(see p. Ivii). 


BASRA 

Zubairid governor : al-Harith ibn 
'Abdallah ibn Abi Rabi'a sends 'Abd 
al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir to 
govern Sistto. 

Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair appointed 
governor of Basra. 

Mus'ab deposed; Hamza ibn 'Abd- 
allah ibn al-Zubair appointed 
governor of Basra. 

Campaign against the Kharijites. 


Mus'ab governor of Basra for second 
time. 

Civil war in Sistan; the Zubairid 
governor 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah 
ibn 'Amir for a short time driven 
out of the capital Zaranj. 

During the absence of Mus'ab from 
Basra Khalid ibn 'Abdallah starts a 
rebellion in favour of the Umaiyad 
Caliph 'Abd al-Malik, but has to 
retire to Syria. 

Rivalry between Ilumran ibn Aban 
and 'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra for 
the governorship of Basra. 

The Umaiyad Caliph ultimately ap- 
points Khalid ibn 'Abdallah. 

The governor of Khurasan, 'Abdallah 
ibn Khazim, refuses to recognize the 
Umaiyad Caliph. In the resulting 
civil disorder he is killed (a.h. 72). 
Bukair ibn Wishah. becomes governor. 


0 
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73^ ■ 'Amr ■ iba UnraM 

governor for Bishr ibn 
v:/; /MarwaninKufa.- 

74 Mnhallab ordered by the 
Caliph 'Abd al-Malik to 
resume offensive against the 
Kharijites. 


75 Hajjaj ibn Yusuf appointed 
governor of Kufa and Basra. 

77 Katarb the Kharijite Caliph, 

is driven into Tabaristan 
and killed (in 79?). 


78 al-Mughira ibn 'Abdallah 
appointed sub-governor of 
Kufa by Hajjaj. 


79 


80 


81 


82 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Mu- 
hammad attacks Kufa. 


.'.'■BASRA,. 

Khalid ibn 'Abdallah deposed ; Bishr 
ibn Marwan appointed governor of 
both Kufa and Basra. 

Sudden death of Bishr ibn Marwan. 
Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah made governor 
of Khurasan. 

'Abdallah ibn Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, 
governor of Sistto, leads futile cam- 
paign against the Turks. 

Khalid ibn 'Abdallah driven out of 
Basra. 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, governor of 
Khurasan, sends his lieutenant in 
Tukharistan, Bukair ibn Wishab, to 
raid Transoxiana. Bukair starts a 
rebellion in Merv, but is betrayed 
and killed. 

Hajjaj appoints over Bars and Kir- 
man : (1) Katan ibn Kabisa, and (2) 
al-Hakam ibn Nahik. 

Umaiya deposed. Hajjaj resumes 
control of Khurasan and Sistan. He 
appoints the victorious Muhallab 
over the former and 'Ubaidallah ibn 
Abi Bakra over the latter province. 

Hajjaj obtains the control of Bahrain 
and 'Uman in addition to the other 
provinces he already governs. 

From Sistan 'Ubaidallah attacks the 
Turks. He dies after the disastrous 
defeat of his army. 

'Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 
al-A^'adi appointed to Sistan by 
Hajjaj. 

Rebellion of 'Abd al-Rahman against 
Hajjaj. Ba^a besieged. 

Muhallab dies and is succeeded by 
his son Yazid as governor of Khura- 
san. 


83 


Hajjaj finally victorious. 
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Biographical Sketches, with Notes on the Chronology of the Coins 

The following brief outlines of the significant events in the lives of 
those rulers and governors whose names figure on the Arab-Sassanian 
coins of the Umaiyad Period are 'arranged below according to the 
sequence of the Catalogue. At the end of each sketch the chronology 
of the coins of each personage is considered. A few observations are 
prefaced regarding the three Sassanian kings whose names are also 
found on those Muhammadan coins. 

{a) Yezdigird III (a.d. 632-651/2). The last ruling monarch of the 
once powerful Sassanian dynasty, Yezdigird witnessed the rapid en- 
croachment of the Arab power on his dominions. The Sassanian 
coins which were issued by his authority are dated for each of the 
twenty years of his reign. The coins which the new rulers ()f Iran 
struck for a brief space after Yezdigird’s downfall and death still 
actually bore his name but had Arabic legends in the margin. They 
all bear the date 20 (vist) in Pehlevi.^ This can only be regarded as 
a relic of the last coins issued by the defeated monarch himself, although, 
strange to say, it has been accepted by scholars of repute as being 
a date in the Muhammadan era. If it were so — and apart from any 
other arguments adducible against it — it would indeed be a remark- 
able coincidence that the last year of Yezdigird III, viz. 20 (which equals 
A.H. 31) should be the same numerically as the first year according to 
the Muhammadan era (i.e. a.h. 20) in which the invaders produced 
their first dated coins, and that all these Muhammadan coins with the 
name of Yezdigird should bear the same year. If this were indeed 
a Hijra date, why do we not find later instances dated up to a.h. 31, 
the year of Yezdigird’s tragic end? It is rather significant that the 
coins with Yezdigird’s name issued by the Muhammadans should be 
confined to the momentous year which marked the collapse of the 
Sassanian, and the triumph of the Islamic power. 

Niitzel in his Berlin Museum Catalogue^ has correctly interpreted 
the date on these coins as being in the Yezdigird era. Moritz in his 
article on Arabic script in the Encyclopaedia of Islam (vol. i, p. 383) 
has assumed, in spite of Niitzel to whom he refers, that the Hijra 
era is intended. Tiesenhausen in his (p. 10) also regarded the 

date as in the Muhammadan reckoning, and the same holds good 

^ A reported example with Yezdigird’s name and the year 21 has been vouched for by 
only one authority, but never illustrated. See M. 1 , below, p. 5, and p. cxxvi. 

2 Vol. i, p. 398. 
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of such able numismatists as Thomas {J.B,A S., 1850, p. 280), Stickel 
(Handbuch, ii, p. 83), and Mordtmann in his earlier work 
1854, p. 171). The latter has been followed in this conclusion by 
Caetani {CJironographia Islamica, p. 288, et passim). Although Lavoix 
in his Paris Catalogue had no example of this year, he definitely 
(vol. i, p. vii) ascribed the earliest coins of Arab-Sassanian type to the 
Caliphate of Omar (a.h. 13-23), as did also Ghalib Edhem in his 
Istanbul Museum Catalogue (p. 2). 

Mordtmann afterwards revised his view. In Z.D.M.O.y 1879, p. 83, 
he argued rightly that the Arabs in the year a.h. 20 were not in 
possession of Iran and therefore could not be credited with striking 
such coins at such an early date. The majority of these coins, more- 
over, have the mint-signature no. 52 a in Pehlevi. This has usually 
been interpreted as =:IZD, i.e. Yezd. If this were the case, a Hijra date 
for the Arab pieces would be impossible since the capture of that city 
had not been effected at that time. The possibility that the mint- 
signature in question, however, is not Yezd but, as the present writer 
is more inclined to believe, SK, i.e. Sistan, does not invalidate Mordt- 
mann’s line of argument. Besides, we have the remarkable coin in the 
British Museum (no. 1) which is of this date and bears a mint-signature 
(no. 40) which almost certainly stands for Merv, a place still farther 
removed from the sphere of Arab conquest at the time proposed. The 
most tenable conclusion, therefore, that we come to is, that the date on 
the Arab coins which have the name Yezdigird is reckoned in terms of 
the native era of Yezdigird (y.e.), and that in consequence, y.b. 20 
= A.H. 31, But it must also be borne in mind that the certified mint- 
signatures on the Arab-Sassanian coins of Yezdigird III (no. 60 = bj ? ; 
no. 40 = MB, and no. 52 a = sk) are also known on the regular Sassanian 
issues of the year 20 of that monarch. There is, then, always the 
possibility that the Arabs not only copied his name but also the mint- 
signature and date without any regard to actual time or place of 
minting, although, if this were the case, it is remarkable that their 
imitations should be confined to one particular year. 

{b) Khusrau II (a.d. 590-628), This celebrated Sassanian king — 
grandfather of Yezdigird III — who extended his great empire so far 
to the west as to embrace for a few years even Jerusalem, left such 
abundant numismatic material behind him that practically every find 
of late Sassanian coins that is made is certain to contain specimens 
with his name. The fact that his coins were so plentiful and acceptable 
to the Iranians no doubt influenced the Arab conquerors in selecting 
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Ms particular coinage^ many years as a standarcl type. It was 
a masterly stroke of policy on their part. : Unlike their temporary 
use of the Yezdigird III type, the Arabs continued the Khiisrau II type 
with that monarch’s name in Pehlevi beyond the initial year of striking 
(21) and for practically every year— so far as we know— until at least 
the year 50 (if not until 63?). We even find a recrudescence of the 
type accompanied by his name as late as a.h. 74 about the time when 
several experiments were being tried out during 'Abd-ahMalik’s famous 
coinage reform. Many^ — if not all — of the Arab-Sassanian coins with 
his name, having their mints and dates written in Pehlevi, must be 
dated in terms of the Yezdigird era. 

(c) Hormuzd IV (a.b. 579-590). Hormuzd IV — the father of 
Khusrau II — had the numismatic distinction conferred on him of 
having his coinage copied after his death by the princes of Georgia 
during the sixth and seventh centuries of the Christian era.^ The 
discovery of the unique Arab-Sassanian piece in the Istanbul Museum 
(I. 12, p. 24), with marginal legends in Arabic, but with the unmistakable 
effigy and the name of Hormuzd IV, opens up a new line of inquiry. 
The coin is undated ; but the character of the obverse marginal legend 
is typical of the later coins in the Umaiyad group, though on epigraphic 
grounds a still later date is more probable. The parallelism with Georgia 
might suggest that district as a possible mint provenance, but Muham- 
madan control did not extend there until the eighth century a.d. 

Caliphs and Goveknoes 
{a) Mu^dwiya (i a.h. 41—60 = a.d. 661-680 

Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, the first Caliph of the Umaiyad dynasty, 
took a prominent part in the extension of the Arab regime in the early 
days of Islam, particularly in Syria, of which province he was governor 
for some twenty years. The assassination of the Caliph Othman (in 
A.H. 35) brought Mu'awiya into conflict with 'AH, resulting in his own 
successful recognition (in a.h. 41) as Caliph. A powerful opponent in 
Iran, Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan (q.v.), was won over from the 'Alid cause 
by the diplomatic move of recognizing him as Mu'awiya’s step-brother. 
Thereafter he served as a sturdy buttress of the Umaiyad house. Under 
Mu'awiya the capital was fixed at Damascus, and from there, as political 
centre, the Caliph controlled and consolidated the far-flung domains of 
the Caliphate by a rigid devotion to duty, the organization of the army, 

1 See Victor Langlois, Suites mmetaires de la Qiorgie, p. 29. 
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and the wise appointment of reliable administrators in the provinces. 
In the twentieth year of his Caliphate he died (a.h. 60) leaving behind 
him a reputation as an enlightened ruler, whose glorious reign not 
even the calumnies of his political opponents could manage to sully. 
He may not unjustly be claimed as the Arab monarch par excellence. 
Before he passed away, by a last act of statesmanship he arranged for 
allegiance to be paid to his son Yazid as his successor. 

One of Mu'awiya’s reforms, which has an indirect bearing on our 
subject, was his conversion of the old collective wealth of the Moslems 
JU) into what was technically termed ^ the property of Allah ’ 

(4JJI JU), that is, the State Treasury, It would not be surprising in 
the circumstances if Mu^awiya, while involved in such financial adjust- 
ments, also sought to alter the coinage, and in fact he is credited with 
having tried to do so,^ 

The Arab-Sassanian coins with the name of Mu'awiya are somewhat 
rare. The only known specimens are all of the mint of Darabjird and 
dated in the year 41, which, if in terms of the Hijra era, means that 
they must have been struck to mark the accession of Mu^awiya to the 
Caliphate. Similar coins of the same mint and date are also known 
to us, struck not only in the name of Mu'awiya’s right-hand man in the 
Eastern Command, Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, and of the latter’s deputy 
in Basra Samura ibn Jundab, but also of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir. The 
latter was certainly appointed to Basra and its dependencies in a.h. 41, 
whereas Ziyad and his deputy Samura did not occupy this important 
governorship until a.h. 45 and 50 respectively. Obviously, different 
eras are necessary to explain the apparent contradiction. Besides these 
governors the following also held office under Mu'awiya and issued coins 
with their own names : 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad and 'Abd al-Rahman 
ibn Ziyad. 

(6) ^Abd al-Malik ibn Marwdn i^\jjA diUl jlp) 

A.H. 65-86 = A.D.685--705 

The task that confronted 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, when he 
succeeded to the Caliphate on the murder of his father, was not an 
enviable one. On all sides was disruption. The principal centres of 
disaffection lay in the East—principally in the Hijaz and in 'Irak. 

1 MaknzI, SJnidhur al-*Ukud, edited by L. A. Mayer, Ft. I, p. i. But the reference 
is to coins of the Arab -Byzantine ‘Standing Caliph’ type which do not concern us in this 
volume of the Catalogue. 
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'Abdallah : ibn al-Zubair (q.v.)-had for some time now established his 
court at Mecca as a rival Caliph, with his governors actually in posses- 
sion of the important fortress-cities of Kufa and Basra. The manner 
in which 'Abd , al-Malik overcame this formidable opposition and 
succeeded in unifying the vast expanse of his ever-increasing dominions, 
is a tribute to his masterly handling of the situation and his good 
fortune in securing the loyalty of several extremely able generals. Three 
of these have left their names on the coinage of the period —Musa ibn 
Nusair,^ who carried the sword of Islam across North Africa into Spain ; 
al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.), who suppressed for the time being 
the fanatic sectarians of Iran; and last and most renowned of all, 
al-HajJaj ibn Yusuf (q.v.), who may truly be said to have been the 
mainstay of the Umaiyad cause. 

Besides dissension from within the ranks of the Faithful, 'Abd 
al-Malik had also to contend with the constant menace of the Byzantines 
on his frontiers. In the early part of his reign he was actually forced 
to pay a large annual tribute to them in order to maintain a semblance 
of peace. Incidentally, it was this indemnity that, according to the Arab 
tradition, led to 'Abd ai-Malik’s celebrated reform of the coinage, 
together with the employment of Arabic as the official language on all 
government documents, thus displacing Greek, Latin, Coi3tic, and Pehlevi. 

The progress of events in the East in 'Abd al-Malik’s Caliphate may 
be briefly epitomized here. Kufa had been captured from 'Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair’s governor by a pretentious opportunist named al-Mulffitar 
ibn AM 'Ubaid, who also managed to defeat an army sent against him 
by 'Abd al-Malik. He was, however, finally defeated in battle and 
killed (in a.h. 67) by Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair (q.v.), the brother of the 
rival Caliph who then held control of Basra, and who had joined forces 
with al“Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, who had not yet been won over to the 
side of 'Abd al-Malik. The removal of al-Mu^tar left the Caliph face 
to face with the two sons of al-Zubair, Mus'ab and 'Abdallah. The 
former was killed in a.h. 72 and 'Irak paid homage to the conqueror. 
The latter continued to control Arabia from Mecca until, having been 
besieged there by Hajjaj in command of the Caliph’s troops, he was 
captured and put to death in a.h. 73. The victorious Hajjaj was 
rewarded with the governorship of the Hijaz, to be followed soon after 
in A.H. 75 by that of 'Irak, which virtually led to his complete control 
of the Eastern Provinces. Together with al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, who 

1 His name occurs on certain coins of Arab-Byzantine type with Latin legends which 
will be dealt with in a subsequent volume of this Catalogue. 




xl 


INTEODUCTION 


had wisely paid allegiance to 'Abd ahMalik on the defeat of Mns'ab, he 
waged a bitter campaign against the KhawdriL or religious sectarians > 
who were a continnal source of annoyance to the Umaiyad cause 
particularly in 'Irak and Iran. The debt that 'Abd al-Malik owed to 
Hajjaj is inestimable, and the great viceroy lived to serve in the same 
vigorous manner during the brilliant reign of the Caliph’s son and 
successor al-Walid. 

There is a striking parallelism between the Caliphate of 'Abd al-Malik 
and that of Mu'awiya. Both found their empire in disorder, and 
managed to consolidate and enlarge it; Mu'awiya with the help of 
Ziyad, 'Abd al-Malik with that of Hajjaj. Mu'awiya is credited with 
introducing a new type of coinage (the ^ Standing Caliph’ type) ^ and 
'Abd al-Malik, in an even more pronounced manner, refashioned the 
whole currency. Both of them plotted to ensure the dynastic succes- 
sion for their progeny, and both succeeded in so doing, although it was 
only the timeous demise of 'Abd al- 'Aziz, his brother, who was governor 
of Egypt, that furthered 'Abd al-Malik’s schemes on behalf of his own 
son al-Walid, by removing a dangerous potential claimant. 

Under 'Abd al-Malik the following governors, his partisans, issued 
coins in the Eastern Provinces : 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad. 

Salm ibn Ziyad. 

Mukatil ibn Misma'. 

al-Mu^ira ibn al-Muhallab. 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah. 

Khalid ibn 'Abdallah. 

Bi^r ibn Marwan. 

'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra. 

Humran ibn Aban. 

al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra. 

al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf. 

Arab-Sassanian coins with 'Abd al-Malik’s name and title ' Commander 
of the Faithful’ in Pehlevi are by no means common, and those with 
his own and his father’s name are still rarer. The latter emanate 
from the mint of Merv, year 7o. His other mints are Ardashir-Khurra. 
year 73, and Darabjird, years 60 and 65. There is a very doubtful 
instance of the BiAapur mint. All his dates are in terms of the Hijra 
era, with the exception of those on the Darabjird coins, which must be 
according to the Yezdigird era, i.e. a.h. 72 and 77. 

^ See note, p. xxxviii, above. 
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{i) ' Abdallah ibn al-Zubair 431 jup) 

'Abdallah was the nephew of 'A’i^a, the Prophet’s widow, and one 
of the leading members of the Islamic aristocracy. He is said to have 
had the distinction of being the first child born into Islam in Medina 
in the first year of the Hijra. Although only in his fourteenth year he 
was present at the Battle of Yarmuk (a.h. 15 = a.d. 636), In succeeding 
years he gained military experience in the conquests both of Egypt and 
North Africa. In a.h. 30 he was sent, along with Sa'id ibn ah'As, in 
the expedition against Khurasan. During the disruptive events occa- 
sioned by the assassination of the Caliph Othman (in 35), 'Abdallah ibn 
al-Zubair played a prominent part. At the disastrous ' Battle of the 
Camel ’, in the following year, he commanded the infantry of his aunt 
'A’Ma in her ill-fated revolt in which Talha and Zubair, ' Abdallah’s 
father, both perished. When Mu'awiya succeeded in securing the 
Caliphate (in 41) after his victory over 'Ali, 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair 
apparently bided his time. In a.h. 56, when Mu'awiya considered his 
position as Caliph to be secure, the grandees of Islam were invited to 
take the oath of allegiance to his son Yazid as heir apparent. Such an 
action was without precedent in Islam, the succession to the Caliphate 
having been formerly decided by election. 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, 
naturally, resented Mu'awiya’s move, but as long as Mu'awiya lived he 
accepted the situation. On the accession of Yazid (in 60), however, 
'Abdallah and the Prophet’s grandson Husain revolted. Husain, with 
his companions, fell on the tragic field of Kerbela. 'Abdallah made a 
bolder stand. It was not long before he was openly asserting his claims 
to the Caliphate, and Yazid had to dispatch an army to subdue the 
rebel. Medina was sacked in 63, and in the following year the Sacred 
City of Mecca, where 'Abdallah had fixed his head-quarters, was besieged. 
If he thought the Holy Place would provide him with the benefit of 
sanctuary he was mistaken. During the hostilities the Ka'ba itself 
was burned to the ground and Mecca might have met the same fate as 
befell Medina, had not news arrived of the Caliph’s demise. The weakness 
of his son Mu'awiya II, who succeeded him, only served to strengthen 
'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair’s cause, and in a short time the latter was 
acknowledged Caliph not only in the two Sacred Cities of Arabia, but in 
Egypt and, to some extent, even in Syria. The two strongholds in 'Irak, 
Basra and Kufa, sided with him, while the Iranian provinces were seeth- 
ing with l^arijites and members of the SM'at 'All, all bitter opponents 
of the house of Umaiya. Thus only a small portion of Syria remained 
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loyal to the orthodox Caliph at Damascus. This was/Abdallah ibn al- 
Zubair’s great opportunity. He lost it by remaining behind in Arabia. 

Mu'awiya II after a brief reign of three months died, and Marwan, an 
able member of another branch of the Umaiyad family, was, in the eir- 
cumstances, elected to succeed him as Caliph. The choice was a fortunate 
one. MarwEii succeeded in regaining much that had been lost, but he 
enjoyed his high office for barely a year before he was murdered by an 
offended wife. The son who succeeded him (in 65), however, 'Abd al-Malik 
ibn Marwan (q.v.), was destined to stabilize the Umaiyad dynasty. With 
the aid of his powerful generals, particularly al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf (q.v.) 
and al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.), the new Caliph brought about 
the downfall of 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair and his adherents. 'Abdallah’s 
brother Mus'ab (q.v.) was killed in 72 ; and the coup de grace was given 
in 73 when 'Abdallah himself was captured and put to death by Hajjaj. 

'Abdallah’s coins are divisible into two classes : (a) those bearing his 
name in Pehlevi, ^Abdallah son of al-Zubair ; and (b) those bearing his 
name and title in Pehlevi, ^Abdallah Commander of the Faithful, 

His known mints and dates are as follows : 

Class {a) : Ardashir-Khurra, years 65 ?, 66, and 67 
Kirman, years 62, 63, 66-69 
Zaranj ?, year 69 ? 

Class {h ) : Darabjird, years 53, 54, 56, 57, 60 
Kirman, year 67 
Istakhr, years 63 ? and 66. 

All the above dates are in terms of the Hijra era, except those from 
the mint of Darabjird, which must be in the Yezdigird era, since 
'Abdallah did not assume the title of Commander of the Faithful until 
A.H. 61.^ Therefore these particular coins were issued between the 
years Am. 65-12, that is, practically until the year of his death. 

The following governors, his partisans, issued coins in their own names 
under 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, as rival Caliph (a.h. 61-73): Mus'ab ibn 
al-Zubair, his brother ; 'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah ; 'Abdallah ibn Khazim. 

The coins with the name of 'Abdallah’s other supporter al-Muhallab 
ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.) were all struck after the latter had gone over to 
the Umaiyad party. 

(ii) Ziydd ibn Abi Sufydn (jlio* 3 I j) 

Ziyad has been deemed by some the greatest man of his age. The 
uncertainty that obscured his paternity has been often simplified by 

1 Mordtmanii, 8.K.B.A., 1871, p. 680, wrongly dates his claim to the title to a.h. 64. 
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referring to him as Ziyad Ablhiy ' ^on of his father Whether he 
actually was the son of Abu Sufyan, and in consequence the step- 
brother of the Caliph Mu'awiya will never be known. Mu'awiya, 
however, very diplomatically recognized the supposititious relationship 
in order to win Ziyad over from the 'Alid cause into liis own service. 
In A.H. 44 Ziyad was officially accepted as the Caliph’s brother, and 
in the following year (45) was granted the important command of 
Basra and its appanages. Although the task before him was far from 
an easy one, Ziyad was the very man for quelling the rebellious 
elements in the Eastern Provinces, a duty which his predecessors had 
failed to perform. Only one year previously 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir (q.v.) 
had been deposed for leniency. Ziyad, in this respect, was his antithesis. 
From the outset, when he startled the citizens of Basra with his stern 
inaugural address, he crushed all opposition with unflinching severity. 
In A.H. 49 or 50 the grateful Caliph gave him the additional responsi- 
bility of controlling Kufa. He was thus the first governor to possess 
the dual control of the two great garrison-cities of the Eastern Caliphate. 
He spent six months alternately in each of them; and during his 
absence the administration w^as left in the hands of a deputy governor. 
In Basra he appointed Samura ibn Jundab (q.v.) ; in Kufa, 'Amr ibn 
Hurai&. Of the former of these sub-lieutenants coins are known (p. 46). 

As Viceroy in the two 'Iraks Ziyad’s sway extended far beyond into 
Arabia and the Eastern Provinces. The traditional date of his death 
is given as the year a.h. 53.^ The coins struck with his name, however, 
bear dates which do not seem to support this conclusion. Mordtmann^ 
naturally made the same deduction and arrived at the date 56 for 
Ziyad’s death, since, according to him, he knew of coins with Ziyad’s 
name of this date. This last point I have disputed (see Catalogue, M. 24, 
p. 44).^ The latest verifiable date for a coin of Ziyad known to me is 
A.H. 55. There are two possible ways of accounting for this date: 
Either {a) the traditional date (53) for Ziyad’s death is to be accepted, 
in which case the coins of later date are posthumous issues ; or {b) the 

^ The coin recorded by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.Q,, 1865, p. 465, no. 155), whioli is said to 
have borne the Pehlevi equivalent of this has certainly been misread (see Catalogue, 
p. 181). It is preposterous to imagine such a slur on Ziyad’s paternity being permitted 
to appear on his coinage, 

2 See Caetani, Chron. Islamicay p. 593. 

3 Z.D.M.Q., 1879, p. 91 ; and, following him, Lammensin degli 8tudi Oriental^ 

1912, p. 683 ; and Miles, The Numismatic History of Bay y, p. 6. 

4 The same applies to Thomas’s coin (T. 6, p. 39). Lammens {op, cit.) suggested that 
Ziyad’s death might even have taken place in a.h. 57. See also his article on Ziyad in 
the Encycl. of Islam, 
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traditional date is wrong and therefore the coins testify to Ziyad’s 
survival until A.H. 55 at least. The dates on certain of the coins of 
Ziyad’s son and successor 'Ubaidallah would seem to corroborate the 
former view. But the question of the particular era involved in these 
dates has also to be considered. 

A comparison between the coin dates of certain mints of Ziyad and 
his son 'Ubaidallah will show how the evidence can be made to fit 
either of the two possibilities above mentioned : 

Ziyad 'Uhaidalldh 

Basra, years 51 or 53, 55. years 51, 52 ?, 56, 57, 58, 59, 

60, 61, 62, 63, 64. 

Bishapur, years 50, 51, 52, 53, 54. years 51, 53. 

Barabjird, years 41, 43. years 26, 41, 45, 46, 47, 48, 

■' 51,52. ■ 

Take the case of Basra. If Ziyad lived until a.h. 55, then the coins of 
'Ubaidallah after that date (i.e. 56-64) would correspond, but unfortun- 
ately his coins dated 51 and 52 can only agree with this view if we 
equate them in terms of the Yezdigird era (i.e. = a.h. 63, 64). The 
same would apply in the case of Bi^apur. Ziyad’s coins would extend 
from A.H. 50-54, while 'Ubaidallah’s, dated in terms of the Yezdigird 
era, would be from a.h. 63-65. The Darabjird mint dates, however, 
are not so easy to reconcile. Ziyad was not appointed governor in Basra, 
with control of Darabjird, until a.h. 45. In consequence, the era of 
Yezdigird alone can solve the difficulty. Ziyad’s coins struck at Darab- 
jird must have been issued in a.h. 52-55. This would agree with the 
suggested date of his death in a.h. 55. But 'Ubaidallah’s coins from this 
mint complicate matters. His earliest dated coin (26) must be reckoned 
in terms of the Post- Yezdigird era (= a.h. 58). As for his Darabjird 
date 41, this cannot be p.-y.e. 41 = a.h. 73 since 'Ubaidallah was 
killed in a.h. 67. On the other hand, if we equate it with the Yezdigird 
era, y.B. 41 = a.h. 52/53, it clashes with Ziyad’s term of government. 
His other dates at this mint, however, 45-52, can easily be interpreted 
as A.H. 57-64. It is just possible that the Darabjird 41 was an old 
reverse re-used. It is a common date on coins of several governors who 
struck coins there ; besides Kh usrau II and Mu^awiya coins we have 
coins of Ziyad and his lieutenant Samura ibn Jundab and also of 
'Abdallah ibn 'Amir and 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad. Allowing, therefore, 
for the few instances of overlapping, the major portion of the coin 
evidence would point to the year a.h. 55 as the date of Ziyad’s death. 

Completely trusted by the Caliph Mu'awiya in the control of these 
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vast and often turbulent dominions, ZiyM ruled sternly but loyally. 
His sons :Ubaidallah (q.v.) Salm (q.v.) in particular carried on their 
father’s policy of colonial settlement and expansion. 

One of Ziyad’s acts that has a bearing on our subject is his division 
of the great province of Khurasan into four independent districts : 
Merv, Abra^ahr (or Naisabur), Merv al-Ru^, and Heratd Of these 
the only one known from his coins as a mint is Abra^iahr, though the 
whole four are mint-places of his son Salm. Ziyad’s coinage of dirhams 
—which incidentally is mentioned by Makrizi^— is represented by the 
products of the following mints : 

Besides Abra^iahr, we have BiAapur, Basra, Darabjird, Nihavand, 
Kahr-Tira, al-Raiy, IstaMir, Zaranj, Hama^an, and four uncertain 
mints that I have con jecturaily located as Dasht-i Maisan, al-Shirajan, 
Zanjan. and -Kobadh? 

(iii) Samura ibn Jundab 

Samura ibn Jundab al-Fazari was one of the Sahdba, or Companions 
of the Prophet. In the year a.h. 50, after Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan was 
appointed governor of Kufa in addition to Basra, Samura was made his 
deputy in the latter city.^ Samura, in pursuance of Ziyad’s policy, 
launched a fierce attack on the Kharijites in his province in his capacity 
as head of the gendarmerie (shurta) and by his acts of cruelty and 
slaughter earned for himself an unenviable reputation. After the 
death of Ziyad, which is usually placed in a.h. 53,^ Samura continued 
in office for six (or according to another tradition, eighteen) months. 
Then he was dismissed by the Caliph Mu'awiya. His words on learning 
of the Caliph’s action are anticipatory of Cardinal Wolsey’s; Had 
I obeyed God . as I have obeyed him [i.e, Mu^awiya] He would never have 
punished me,^ The date of his death, after a violent cold { 
is given as A.H, 58.® 

Ibn al-Affiir says that Samura ruled Basra for Mu'awiya until the 
arrival of Ziyad’s son 'Ubaidallah from Khurasan, but he rectifies this 
statement later on ® by recording that, between the time of Samura’s 
dismissal and the appointment of 'Ubaidallah, Basra was under the 
control of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir ibn Ghailan for six months. 

^ See Ibn aUAthir, al-Kdmil, ed. Tornberg, iii, p. 377. ^ Op. cit., p. i. 

3 Ibn al-AtUr, iii, p. 383. ^ But see above, p. xliv. 

^ Ibn al~At]ur, ibid., p. 412 IjdI U CuhV \S c-Al J . 

® Ibn al-Athlr, ibid., pp. 412, 430. But Caetani, Chronographia, p. 641, quotes 
authorities for a.h. 59 or 60. 


Samnra’s coinage is exceedingly rare. There is no specimen in any 
Museum Collection known to me. The only examples recorded belong 
to the mint of Darabjird and are dated in the year 41, 'Ubaidallah ibn 
Ziyad also struck coins at the same mint with the same date. Obviously 
the era employed in both cases must have been that of Yezdigird, 
which places them in the year a.h. 52/53. (But see p. xliv.) 

[xv] ^ Abdallah ibn ^ Amir { a^) 

/Abdallah ibn 'Imir ibn Kuraiz (born in a.h. 4) was appointed at 
an early age (a.h. 29), by his cousin the Caliph Othman, as governor 
of Basra. In the succeeding years he earned great fame on account of 
his conquests in Iran. He is even said to have penetrated beyond 
Khurasan into Transoxiana.^ In the struggle for the Caliphate that 
ensued on the murder of Othman (a.h. 35) 'Abdallah was involved. He 
naturally sided with 'A’Ma, the Prophet’s widow, in her attempt to 
avenge the death of the Caliph. When peace was restored in a.h. 41 
by the appointment of Mu'awiya as first Umaiyad Caliph, 'Abdallah 
ibn 'Amir was reinstated in his old governorship of Basra. But— strange 
as it may appear in those turbulent times— 'Abdallah was deposed 
in A.H. 44 because he was found to be too lenient. Thereafter until his 
death in 57 ^ at Mecca he lived practically in retirement. 

His coins, minted at Darabjird and Bi^apur in 41 and 44 respectively, 
must have been issued during the time when he was governor of Basra 
for the second time, with control over Pars, Khurasan, and Sistan. Con- 
sequently, they must bear Hijra dates, although the coins of Ziyad 
dated 41 and minted also at Darabjird can only fit in with the historical 
facts by being considered as dated according to the era of Yezdigird 
(see Ziyad). Even after his deposition in 44 we have his name ap- 
pearing on coins of Ardashir-Kliurra for the year 47.*^ There is a coin of 
an uncertain mint (perhaps Sistan ?) with his name, according to Mordt- 
mann (see Catalogue, M. 29, p. 49), dated 44, which must, if true, be 
a Hijra date. As for his coins of Nahr-Tira (year 20) and of uncertain 
mint (bn?, year 30) the former is certainly not of the Hijra era, while 
the latter may be, though a Yezdigird reckoning is more probable 

1 See Barthold, Turkestan^ pp. 6 and 185. 

2 See Caetani, Chronographia, pp. 629-30, for further references. 

3 Of. the coins of ‘Abdallah mentioned below struck at Nahr-Tira in 48 and at an 
uncertain mint (al-Shirajan?) in the year 50. There is no record of 'Abdallah ibn ‘Amir 
receiving an appointment after a.h. 44. It is just possible that another governor of the 
same name may have been responsible for these later coins. The only other governor of 
this name (‘Abdallah ibn ‘Amir ibn Ghailan) was in office in Basra for a few months in 
the year a.h. 54, but the dates on the coins do not support his claim to consideration. 
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(Le. = A.H. 41). A certain nninber ' of coins besides, which have the 
name 'Abdallah only on them, appear to have been struck during his 
periods of government. They are considered in the next section. 

(v) ' Abdallah {^\ jlp) 

Coins with the name 'Abdallah are known from the following mints : 

Bishapur, years 42? and 44 (a.h.) 

Darabjird, year 41 (a,h.) 

Nahr-Tira, years 20? ( = a.h. 31 ?) and 48 (a.h.) 

Mhavand, year 41 (a.h.) 

Bj ?, year 20 ? (= A.H. 31 ?) 

Kanja ?, year 40 ? (a.h.) 

al-Shirajto ?, year 50 (a.h.) 

ZaranJ, year 41 (a.h.). 

Most of these agree with known mints and dates of 'Abdallah ibn 
'Amir, and it is most probable that all of these coins were struck under 
that governor (q.v.). 

(vi) ^Ubaidalldh ibn Ziydd (.:>l3 jl-p) 

'Ubaidallah was the most outstanding of the sons of Ziyad ibn Abi 
Sufyan (q.v.). Appointed by the Caliph Mu'awiya in a.h. 53 as 
governor of Khurasan, he led his troops into Transoxiana and invaded 
the country as far as Bu^ara, where he defeated the soldiers of 
the Bukhar-Khuda (see p. Ixxxi). After this successful campaign he 
was recalled to 'Irak (in 55) in order to fill the post of his late father 
as governor of Basra. There, one of his most pressing problems was 
the pacification of the Kharijite section of the community. This he 
managed to secure after stern measures had been adopted. When the 
Caliph Yazid succeeded (in 60), he placed Kufa as well as Basra under 
the administration of 'Ubaidallah. In the following 3 ^ear occurred the 
tragedy at Kerbela, when the Prophet’s grandson Husain and his 
followers were massacred by the soldiers of 'Ubaidallah. For this act 
the partisans of the house of 'Ali have ever afterwards relentlessly 
cursed him. When the death of Yazid occurred (in 64), and the ever- 
recurring struggle for the Caliphate once again presented itself, 'Ubaid- 
allah actually had homage paid to himself in Basra. But opposition 
on the part of his subjects drove him out of 'Irak into Syria, where, 
following the death of the short-lived Mu'awiya II, he firmly supported 
the new Caliph Marwan, who gave him orders to recapture 'Irak. 
Under the latter’s son 'Abd al-Malik, the fifth Umaiyad Caliph, 'Ubaid- 
allah continued the struggle. In the year 67, near Mosul on the banks 
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of the River Zab, however, he met his death in battle in consequence 
of treachery within the Syrian ranks. His head was taken triumphantly 
by the enemy to Kuf a and cast before the Shfa adventurer MuMitar 
on the place where some years before ^Ubaidallah had similarly treated 
the head of 'All’s son, Husain. Thus was Kerbela avenged. 

'Ubaidallah^s coins are distri^^ over a considerable number of 
mints,asfollows: 

Abrashahr, year 60 (a.h.) 

Airan (Siisa ?), years 29?, 30, 31, 32 (probably in terms of the Post- 
Yezdigird era, i.e. c. a.h. 61-64), 56?, 59, 60, and 61 (obviously a.h.) 

Adharbaijan, years 62, 63 (a.h.) 

Balkh, year 62 (a.h.) 

Bihkobadh, years 60, 61 (a.h.) 

Bishapur, years 51 and 53. The former, if not the latter also, must be in 
the Yezdigird era, i.e. = A.H. 63 and 65 

Basra, years 51, 52, 56-64, 67 ? The first two must = a.h. 63-64 

BSH ?, years 51 ? (or 59 ?), 58, 59, 60, The first date if 51 must be y.e.= 
A.H. 62 

Darabjird, years 26 (p.-y,e., i.e. = a.h. 58), 41, 45-48, 51, 52. All the latter 
are Y.E., i.e. = c. A.H. 52/3-64 

Sistan, years 56, 57 ?, 58? (a.h.) 

Kirman, years 56 ?, 59-62 (a.h.) 

Nihavand, years 57-60, 62 ?-63 (a.h.) 

Uncertain, year 27 ? {p.-y.e.= c. a.h. 59) 

al-Raiy, years 38 ? (era?), 60-63 (a.h.), 68 (a.h. ; posthumous) 

Dasht-i-Maisan, years 56, 61 ?, 62-64 (a.h.) 

Istakhr, years 52? (y.e., i.e. = 64 a.h.), 60-62 (a.h.). Copper coin, year 
59 ? (a.h.) 

Zaranj, years 26 (p.-y.e., i.e. = a.h. 58), 57 (a.h.) 

Zanjan, years 60, 63 (a.h.) 

Mintless, years 56, 57 (a.h.). 

Although three eras can be distinguished on the coins of 'Ubaidallah 
there is no case of the three being employed at the same mint. There 
are also coins with the name 'Ubaidallah only on them. They almost 
certainly belong to this governor (see next section). 'Ubaidallah also 
issued the remarkable coin (Catalogue, no. 75, p. 52) of a new type with- 
out mint or date. 

There is a tradition quoted by Sauvaire ^ that 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad 
was the first to strike dirhams of inferior alloy (called zuyuf) when 
he fled from Basra to Syria and lodged amongst the Arabs. There is 

^ MaUriaux, p. 18. In the original '^Ubaidallah is referred to as Ibn Murjana, ^ Son of 
Murjana the latter being his mother, who is mentioned in Ibn al-AtMr, iv, p. 219. 
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no, trace of tMs fact, the surviving dirhams of this 

governor.', , ■ 

{vii) ^Ubaidalldh {M J^) 

The rare coins with the name 'Ubaidallah only on them are from 
the mint of Herat in Khnrasan. The yearS' recorded are 52 ? and 56 . 
The former is vouched for only by Markoff and on the face of it seems 
doubtful, considering that 'Ubaidallah (ibn Ziyad) was not governor of 
this province until at least A.H. 53. 

(viii) 8alm ibn Ziydd^ (^Ij 

If his brother 'Ubaidallah was the most distinguished, and ^Abd 
al-Rahman the most avaricious of the sons of Ziyad, Salm may be said 
to have been the most liberal {Aj ^1). Khurasan was governed in 
turn by the three sons of Ziyad after his death, firstly "Ubaidallah 
(q.v.), then ^Abd al-Rahman (q.v.), and lastly Salm. Two other sons, 
^Abbad and Yazid, for a space governed Sistan. Salm received his 
commission from the Caliph Yazid (in 60/61), and in his zeal to pursue 
his father’s and his brother’s policy of territorial expansion he sought 
the help of such able generals as al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.) and 
'Abdallah ibn Khazim (q.v.). His campaign against the Turks met with 
some success. He even reached Samarkand, the chief town of Sughd, 
where his wife bore him a son. He was the first Arab governor of 
Khurasan to pass the winter in Transoxiana. Any further conquests 
he might have made were prevented by the civil discord throughout 
the Islamic world aroused by the death of the Caliph Yazid (in 
64). Like his brother 'Ubaidallah in Basra, Salm had homage paid to 
him provisionally by his subjects during the interregnum. But like his 
brother he was forced to take to flight, leaving behind him in his place 
al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra and a bitter inter-tribal warfare, which 
continued to trouble Khurasan for some time. Salm himself died in 73.^ 

Salm’s coins are of the following mints and dates : 

Abrashahr. years 63 and 64 (a.h.) 

Ardashir-Khurra. year 26 (p.- y.e. = a.h. 58) 

Balkh. year 67? (a.h.) 

Darabjird, year 26 (p.-y.E. = a.h. 58) 

Herat, years 67 and 69 (a.h.) 

^ His name is variously rendered. Barthold {Turkestan), Gibb {Arab Conquests), and 
Wellhausen [Arab Kingdom) give Salm. Zambaur gives Salam ; Mordtmann, Selem. 
HiitzeFs and Lavoix’s Selim is quite impossible, 

^ Caetani, Chronographia, p. 873. 

d 
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Sistan, year 56 (y.e. = a.h. 68) 

Merv, years 62—65, 66 ?, 67 ?, 68?, 69, and 70 (a.h.) 

Merv al-Rudh, years 63, 64, 67 ?, and 70 (a.h.) 

Uncertain mints, years 63 and 64 (a.h.). 

All these must haye been strn^ his governorship of the 

province of Khurasan. One of the uncertain mints is apparently palhah 
(no. 46), which I have suggested was somewhere in the neighbourhood 
of Sistan province, which was also under Salm’s control although he 
had, of course, his lieutenant in charge there. Besides, we also have 
coins of Salm with a mint-signature (no. 52) which I have interpreted 
as Sistan and dated 56. As he was not appointed to Sistan until 
A.H. 60 or 61 this date must be in the Yezdigird era (= a.h. 68). 

Salm’s coins struck at Ardashir-Khurra and Darabjird, both in the 
province of Ears, and dated 26, must be dated according to the Post- 
Yezdigird era, i.e. = a.h. 58. As his brother 'Ubaidallah was governor 
of Basra and its dependencies including Pars Province at that time — 
and, in fact, issued coins from Darabjird with the same date — we must 
conclude that Salm must have deputized for his brother in that region, 
although there appears to be no statement to this effect in the 
annalists. 

As A.H. 64 witnessed the proclamation of the rival Caliph 'Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair and the success of his supporter 'Abdallah ibn lOiazim in 
ousting Salm from authority in Khurasan, the coins after this date 
with his name must be regarded either as lingering eJfforts on the part 
of Salm’s partisans to maintain his claim, or evidence that the mint 
officials were utilizing old dies. The anomalous position is seen if we 
collate the mints and dates of the two governors. In Abra^ahr (Naisa- 
bur), which was the seat of government for the province, the mint- 
history reads in conformance with events, but not so in the case of Merv. 


i 


Mint 

Abrashahr 

Balkh 

Herat 


Merv-al-Budh 

Khurasan 


Salm 
63, 64 
67? 

67, 69 

62-65, 66?, 67 ?, 
68?, 69, 70 
63, 64, 67 ?, 70 


^Abdallah ibn Khdzim 
65, 67, 68, 69 
67, 68 

['Abdallah’s son 
Muhammad, 67] 
63-67, 69, 70, 72, 73 


The Arab-Ephthalite coins, which I have ascribed to 'Abdallah ibn 
Khazim, are not included in the above. They are Khurasan 63, 68, and 
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69, and Merv 69. The latter has the additional interest of having on 
its reverse an 'Ephthalite legend similar to one on a coin of Salm of the 
same mint and of the previous year (no. 138,. p. 81). 

(ix) ^Abd al-Raliman ibn Ziyad 

The coins attributed to this governor bear a Pehlevi name-legend 
which might equally well be read' as 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Zaid, But 
as there was no governor, or sub-governor, with this name, so far as we 
know, functioning in the Eastern Provinces at this time it is natural to 
suppose that the name is defectively spelt and that 'Abd al-Rahman 
ibn Ziyad is actually intended.^ ^ Although less distinguished than either 
of his other brothers ^Ubaidallah (q.v.) and Salm (q.v.), / Abd al-Rahman, 
nevertheless, like them was appointed to an important official position 
under the Umaiyads. \ We, know that between a.h. 58/59 and' 60/61 he 
was governor of -Khurasan with head-quarters at Abra^ahr (Naisabur), 
after which he was deposed and succeeded by his brother Salm. He 
was chiefly noted for his rapacity. No coins of his struck in the 
province of Khurasan are so far knowm. The coins we do have with 
his name— if indeed the usual identification be correct — are from 
mints in the region of Khuzistan or Ears, and of an earlier date as 
follows : 


Arrajan 

54 ■ : 


52, 53 

Biramkobadh 

■ . 54' 

Nahr-Tira " 

54 


If these dates are in the Hijra era, as is most probable, they seem 
to indicate that /Abd al-Rahman was a sub-governor in those parts 
under his father Ziyad. However that may be, his mints and dates, 
as we shall see, are closely associated with those of another governor, 
namely, al-Hakam ibn Abi ’1-^As (q.v.). 

(x) abHaham ibn AbVl-As 

The full name of this person was Abu 'Abdallah al-Hakam ibn Abi 1- 
'As ibn Umaiya al-Thakaf i. During the Caliphate of Omar (a.h. 13-23) 
he appears in the annals along with his brother 'U&man, the governor 

1 Mordtmann {S.K.B,A,, 1871, p. 698) preferred to read *Abd al-Rahman ibn Zaid and 
to identify him with the general of that name who took part in the campaign against 
North Africa during the Caliphate of Omar. 
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of 'Uman and Bahrain, engaged in the conquest of Bars. Mordtmann,i 
who, as Stickel had done,® correctly identified him, states that he died 
in A.H. 35 and therefore, he argued, the coins in question, which are 
dated in the years 56 and 57, must be regarded as dated in the era of 
Khusrau II in order to make them = A.H. 24/25 and 25/26. He was 
apparently unaware that Ibn al-A&ir® records that in a.h. 45 al-Hakam 
was still alive and narrowly missed being appointed governor of 
Khurasan by Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan through a mistake on the part 
of the chamberlain who conveyed the commission to another al-Hakam, 
called ibn 'Amr al-Ghifari. The latter died in a.h. 50. Although we 
hear nothing further concerning him in the annalists, the coins clearly 
show that he received a subsequent appointment as provincial 
governor.* His mints also indicate that his control extended over 
much the same territory as did his predecessor’s, 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 
Ziyad (q.v.), i.e. the provinces of Fars and Khuzistan, and judging 
from his early associations with that region it is not surprising that 
this should be the case. His rule, apparently, was of short duration. 
The mints and dates of the two governors make an interesting com- 


parison : 

Mints 

*Abd al-Bal}mdn 

Hakam 


Arrajan 

54 

56 


BJ 

52, 53 

— 


Biramkobadli 

54 

58 


Nahr-Tira 

54 

56 


Fil 

— 

56, 5 


(xi) 'Abdallah ibn Khdzim (^jU- aU! jus) 

Ibn Khazim. one of the Prophet’s Companions, looms large in the 
early history of the Muhammadan occupation of the province of 
Khurasan. In a.h. 32 he was in charge of the troops of 'Abdallah ibn 
'Amir (q.v.) at the capture of Herat, and in the following year he 
received the governorship of the newly captured province of Khurasan. 
This post he held until the 'Alid party appointed their own partisans 
to govern the provinces. But following the establishment of the 
TJmaiyad dynasty under Mu'awiya (in a.h. 41) 'Abdallah ibn Khazim 
was restored to Khurasan in that year. This important command he 
exercised during the years a.h. 41-44. Eventually, however, he aban- 

1 Z,jD.M,G., 1879, p. 100. 2 Eandhuch, ii, p. 88. 3 p, 377, 

4 A district in Basra was named after Mm and called JffaJcamdn (Yakut, ii. 302), 
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doned Ws allegiance; to Umaiyads and sided with 'the rival Caliph, 
^Abdallah ibn al-Zubair. Even the inducement later held out to him 
by the Caliph, 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, of the revenues of Khurasan 
for seven years in return for his allegiance to the Umaiyad cause failed 
to win him back. Success attended his venture and from a.h. 63/64, 
when he defeated the Umaiyad governor of Khurasan. Salm ibn Ziyad 
(q.v.), until his death at the Battle of Merv in a.h. 72 he was in 
practically independent control of the province, with his central resi- 
dence at Abra^ahr (Naisabur), The only coins of his that we so far 
know belong to this period. The latest coin is dated a.h. 73, which 
may be considered a posthumous issue. A comparison between his 
mints and dates and those of the titular Umaiyad governor, Salm ibn 
Ziyad, has already been made (see above, p. 1) and provides valuable 
contemporary information regarding the political situation at the time. 

During this period we also have the special group of coins with 
legends in Ephthalite script which I have attributed to this governor 
(see pp. 127-9). The mints and dates on these latter are : 

Khurasan, years 63. 68. and 69 (a.h.) 

Merv, year 69 (a.h.). 

Although we have no coins with 'Abdallah’s name struck at Herat, 
we do have evidence that his son Muhammad (q.v.), who was his deputy 
in that town, minted dirhams there in a.h. 67. 


(xii) Muhammad ibn 'Abdallah {ibn Khdzim) 

( W" \ ) 

Only one coin that can be attributed to this governor is known 
(Catalogue, p. 95). It was minted at Herat in the year a.h. 67. 
According to the annalists the city of Herat was captured by the 
Znbairid governor, 'Abdallah ibn Khazim (q.v.), about a.h. 64/65. 
After this subjugation the latter appointed his son Muhammad as 
governor of the place. But some of 'Abdallah’s supporters from the 
tribe of Tamim, who had become disaffected, forced their way into 
Herat and killed Muhammad. This event according to Ibn al-A&Ir ^ 
occurred in the year a.h. 65. The coin-date seems to contradict this, 
although the actual Pehlevi date-legend is written defectively and may 
be a bungled form of 65. 
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(xiii) Tallia ibn "Abdallah ( 4)1 (Ji 

In A.H. 63 Salm ibn Ziyad (q.v.) appointed as his representative in 
Sistan Talha ibn 'Abdallah al-Khuza'L This governor took the place 
of Yazid ibn Ziyad, Salm’s deposed brother. One of his feats was to 
overthrow the native ruler (or Zunbll) of Kabul and ransom Salm ’s 
other brother Abu 'Ubaida for 500,000 dirhams. His rule over Sistan, 
however, did not last long in the troublous period of revolt inaugurated 
by the insurrection of 'Abdallah ibn Khazim in the Eastern Provinces. 
Talha is often named 'the Talha of Talhas’ {Talha al-Talahdt). He 
died in A.H. 81.^ 

The coins, which have only recently been published^ for the first 
time, are dated in the years a.h. 64 and 66 and bear a mint-signature 
(no. 52 c) which I have interpreted as that of the mint of Sistan. 

{xiy) "Abd al-" Aziz ibn "Abdallah ibn "Amir 

( 4)1 

In A.H. 66 the Zubairid governor of Basra, al-Hari& ibn 'Abdallah 
ibn Abi Eabi'a, sent a new governor to the province of Sistan ; this was 
'Abd al-' Aziz. The latter, like his Umaiy ad predecessor Talha ibn 
'Abdallah (q.v.), also waged war against the native prince of Kabul, in 
the course of which the latter perished. Again in a.h. 68 we hear of 
'Abd al-'Aziz being temporarily driven from his capital at Zaranj 
during the civil disturbances in the province. He was able, however, 
to carry off the public treasury with him, a fact which no doubt aided 
his successful return to power. The coin evidence is in complete agree- 
ment with his governorship if we interpret his mint-signature (no. 52 d) 
as indicating Sistan, as I have done both here and in the case of Talha. 
The known coins belong to the year 66 (a.h.). Certain other coins which 
have been attributed to the same governor are discussed in the Notes 
(pp. 192 and 201). 

(xv) "Abd al-Malih ibn "Abdallah {ibn "Amir) 

{ ja\p ui ^ JLP) 

There is a brief mention^ of this governor’s appointment in the annals 
of the eventful days when the Umaiyad control in the East was seriously 

1 Caetani, Chronographia, p. 975. 2 JYurn. Chron., 1934, pp. 290 f. 

® Tabari, Annales, ii, pp. 463-4; Wellhausen, Arab Kingdom, p. 409. 
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cliallenged in A.H. 64/65. After 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad (q.v.) had been 
driven out of Basra, the citizens united and made 'Abd al-Malik ibn 
'Abdallah their Amir. After a brief tenure of office he was superseded 
by 'Abdallah ibn al-Hariffiibn NTaufal (p. 200) who held the appointment 
for two or three months until the rival Caliph, 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair 
(q.v.), nominated his own representative to the post in the person of 
'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah ibn Mi'mar (q.v.). The latter was succeeded in 
turn by al-Haritih ibn 'Abdallah ibn Abi Rabi'a (65/66) and by Mus'ab 
ibn al-Zubair (66/67). 

The sole mint of 'Abd al-Malik is Bishapur and the date is positively 
(a.h.) 66. This seems to indicate that after being governor of Basra 
he was later in charge of the province of Fars. The same deduction can 
be made in the case of the coins of 'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah (see below). 

(xvi) ^ Umar ibn ^Ubaidallah {ibn Mi'mar) ( ys) 

Under the rival Caliph, 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair (q.v.), 'Umar ibn 
'Ubaidallah was for a short time governor of Basra in a.h. 64/65. His 
successor was al-Hariffi ibn 'Abdallah ibn Abi Rabi'a. In a.h. 67 we 
find him as governor of the province of Fars. In this capacity he was 
sent by the then governor of Basra, Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair (q.v.), on 
what proved to be a somewhat unsuccessful campaign against the 
Kharijites. His coins issued in the province of Fars are all dated 
between the years a.h. 67-70, that is, until the civil war turned in 
favour of the Umaiyad party with the reconquest of 'Irak by the 

troops of 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan. 'Umar, like his superior, al- 

Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, was apparently won over to the loyalist side, 
since in a.h. 73 we are told that he was dispatched by the Caliph 
'Abd al-Malik to deal with the religious sectarians of Bahrain.^ 

'Umar’s coins come from the following mints : 

Ardashir-KIhurra. years 68, 69, 70 (a.h.) 

Bishapur, years 67, 68, 69, 70 (a.h.) 

Istakhr. years 69, 70 (a.h.) 

Uncertain mint (no. 45 a), year 69 (a.h.). 

The first three are all centres of administration in the province of 
Fars. In all probability the uncertain mint was also in that province, 

or in the neighbouring province of Jibal, as has been tentatively 

suggested (p. cxxv). 

Besides the above coins 'Umar also apparently minted dirhams at 
1 Caetani, op, ciL^ p. 860. 
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Basra and for Kirman Province in the year 65. This coincides with his 
term of office as governor of Basra and its dependencies, of which 
Kirman was one. Kirman was also a mint of 'Umar’s overlord, 
'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, until a.h. 69, and of the latter’s brother 
Mus'ab (q.v.) until 72, when we find it in the hands of the insurrec- 
tionist 'Atlya ibn al-Aswad (q.v.) for a few years. Thereafter the 
Umaiyad general al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.) restored it as an 
Umaiyad mint (see p. cxxi). 

(xvii) Mus'ab ibn al-Ziibair ( 

Brother of the famous rival Caliph 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair (q.v.), 
Mus'ab played a vigorous part in the unsuccessful effort made by the 
Zubairids to usurp the Caliphate. Any redeeming qualities he possessed 
as a warlike and magnanimous prince of the desert were obliterated by 
the terrible acts of vengeance he committed against his captured op- 
ponents. His brother appointed him governor of Basra in a.h. 66, but 
in the following year deposed him in favour of his own son Hamza. 
Mus'ab’s activities were transferred to Kufa, where along with al- 
Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra he successfully attacked the Shi'a usurper 
al-Mukhtar and reclaimed the 'Irakian provinces for his party. In 
A.H. 68 he was in charge of Basra for a second time. But until his 
death in battle in a.h. 71 or 72^ against the forces of the Umaiyad 
Caliph 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, he must have been too busily engaged 
in warfare to occupy the city in person. 

Mus'ab’s mints are as follows: 

Basra, year 66 ? 

Kirman, years 69, 70 ?, 71, 72 ? 

Nihavand, year 69 
Dasht-i-Maisan, year 67. 

Apparently no coins were minted in his name at Basra during his 
second term as governor. His absence on military campaigns no doubt 
may account for this. [See, however, M. 48, p. 103.] 

Mus'ab’s name is associated in the historians with monetary reforms. 
He is also stated to have introduced gold coins.^ There is no numis- 
matic evidence for either of these statements. 

1 Wellhausen, The Arab Kingdom and its Fall, Engl. tr. by Mrs. T. H. Weir, p. 198, 
and Lammens in the Fncycl. of Islam, article Mus*ab ibn al-Zubair, prefer the latter 
date, though Caetani, op. cit., p. 845, has an imposing array of authorities in support, 
of the earlier date, Mus ab s coin, said to be dated 72 (see T. 17, p. 104), is in favour of 
Wellhausen’s opinion. 

2 See Sauvaire, MaUriaux, pp. 11, 12, 23, and 24. 
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(xviii) MuMtil ibn Misma^ 


Tabari^ mentions the interesting fact that in a.h. 72 there were two 
sons of Misma' appointed as provincial governors in 'Irak by . Klialid 
ibn 'Abdallah (q.v.), the new Umaiyad governor of Basra. They were 
'Amir who was over Bi^apur, and Mnkatil who was over Arda^Ir- 
Khnrra. while a grandson, Misma' ibn Malik ibn Misma', was over 
Darabjird and Fasa, all centres of administration in the province of 
Fars. Of these three governors, coins of Mnkatil only are known. As 
they bear the mint-signature of BMapur (years 71 and 72) it would 
appear that Tabari has transposed the governorship of the two brothers. 

After his appointment Mnkatil was placed in charge of the army to 
act in conjunction with 'Abd al-'Aziz, Khalid’s brother, on an expedi- 
tion against the Azdrika. Katari ibn al-Fuja’a (q.v.) sent a body of 
900 horsemen to meet the attack. The Umaiyad forces were routed 
and among the slain was Mnkatil.^ 

On Mukatil’s coins, p. 105, there is an unusual Kufic marginal legend 
on the obverse. Prof. Tritton has suggested to me that it may have some 
bearing on the governor’s tribal connexions. He was a Bakrite 


(xix) AhM ugM ra ibn al-Muhallab {ibn Abl Sufra) 

{IjLp y uJfJl y 

Son of the famous Umaiyad general, al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.), 
al-Mughira was governor of Istakhr in a.h. 71.^ The only coin of his 
so far known was struck in this year, but unfortunately the mint- 
signature (no. 64) is uncertain. He died in a.h. 82 much to the grief 
of his father whose favourite son he had been. 


(xx) Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah {^] y 4^i) 

In order to restore order amongst the Arab tribes, who were engaged 
in bitter feudal disputes in the province of Khurasan, the Caliph 'Abd 
al-Malik ibn Marwan sent his kinsman Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, a member 
of the Prophet’s own tribe of Kuraish, to act as governor of that 
important domain in a.h. 74.^ Umaiya appointed his son 'Abdallah to 

1 ii, p. 822. ^ ihn al-A^lr, iv, p. 279. 

3 Caetani, op. cit.y p. 841. He is referred to in a poem dealing with the defeat of the 
Kh arijites. a line of which is quoted in Yflkut, op. cit.^ ii. 500; Barfoier de Meyixard, 
Dictionnaire geograpJuquCt p. 227. 

^ Caetani, op. cit., p. 877. The alternative date a.h. 72 is not substantiated by the 
coin evidence of the Khurasanian mints. 


govern Sistan, and lead what proved to be a futile campaign against the 
Turks (.435mi;). A generous and benign man, Umaiya had no military 
ability ^ and his own unsuccessful expedition across the Oxus in a.h. 77 
led to his recall in the following year. Thereupon al-HajjaJ ibn Yusuf 
(q.v.), who succeeded him, appointed al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.) 
over Khurasan and 'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra (q.v.) over Sfstan. 

Umaiya’s mints and coin-dates are as follows : 

Balkh. year 77 (a.h.) 

Khurasan ?, year 64 (y.e.) = A.H. 76 
year 74 (a.h.) 

Merv al-Rudh, year 64 (y.e.) = A.H. 76 

Sistan, year 73 (a.h.). 

The most feasible explanation of the dating in the case of the Khurasan 
coins is that the Yezdigird era was still in use alongside of the Multiam- 
madan reckoning. Umaiya’s coin of Sistan, which is dated one year 
previous to his appointment over Khurasan.^ may mean that he was 
in charge of the former province on behalf of his brother Khalid ibn 
/Abdallah (q.v.), then governor of Basra. We do know, as mentioned 
above, that Umaiya on his appointment to Khurasan placed his son 
in charge of Sistan, so it is possible that he had just vacated the latter 
post. 

(xxi) Khalid ibn ^AbdalWi (^Ul (jj J^W-) 

Khalid ibn 'Abdallah ibn Khalid ibn Asid came into prominence first 
of all during the Zubairid usurpation of the Caliphate. In a.h. 70 during 
the absence of Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair (q.v.) from Basra. Khalid started 
a rebellion in favour of the Caliph 'Abd al-Malik, but was forced to 
retire to Syria. With the triumph of the Umaiy ads in the following 
year, however, he obtained the governorship of Basra, after that im- 
portant command had been the subject of dispute between two other 
governors, Humran ibn Aban (q.v.) and his rival 'Ubaidallah ibn Abi 
Bakra (q.v.). In a.h. 73 Khalid was deposed in favour of the Caliph’s 
brother Bi^r ibn Mar wan (q.v.), who had control of both Kufa and 
Basra. After the latter’s death in a.h. 74 Khalid was again nominated 
to Basra, but after two months the Caliph appointed the victorious 
general al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf (q.v.) over all Trak.^ Apparently Khalid 
resented this and in the year a.h. 75 Hajjaj’s representative was forced 
to expel him from Basra. There is a unique coin of this date struck at 

^ The satirists of the period declared that he was well named * the little handmaiden’ 
(Umaiya). 

2 See foot-note 4, above, p. Ivii. 3 Anon. Chron.^ ed. Ahlwardt, p. 266. 
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Basra, which may: be considered a of lOiMid’s occupation of that 
city. His only other mint , is Bi^iapur (years 71 and 74). The latter 
date also belongs to Khalid’s second period of power in the Irakian 
province. 

(xxii) Bi^r ihn Marwan \y^ jJj) 

When the TJmaiy ad cause attained success over the Ziibairids in 
A.H. 71 the Caliph 'Abd al-Malik made his young brother Bi^r governor 
of Kiifa. It is interesting to note, in passing, that there accompanied 
him to 'Irak as tax-collector Musa ibn Nusair, afterwards famous for 
his exploits in North Africa and Spain, whose name figures on the Arab- 
Byzantine coins of that region.^ In a.h. 73 when Khalid ibn 'Abdallah 
(q.v.) was deposed from Basra, the position was allotted to Bishr in 
addition to that of Kufa. In the latter city he left 'Amr ibn Huraith 
as his deputy and made his official residence in Basra. One of his first 
official duties was, on the receipt of a dispatch from the Caliph, to 
send troops from these two garrison cities to assist al-Muhallab ibn Abi 
Sufra (q.v.), who was still engaged in the suppression of the rebellious 
Kharijites. Being jealous of the distinguished general— possibly because 
the latter’s commission to exterminate the heretics proceeded from the 
Caliph direct and not from himself as governor of these parts — Bi^r 
only partially obeyed orders, and placed the issue of the campaign in 
jeopardy. His sudden death, however, in a.h. 74 prevented any further 
damage to the Umaiyad party. 

His coins are extremely rare, the sole mint and date so far recorded 

being al-Raiy, A.H. 74.2 

(xxiii) "Ubaidalldh ibn Abl Bahra 4l)l 

After the downfall of the Zubairid cause in Basra in a.h. 71/72 we 
hear of 'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra disputing the governorship of that 
city with Humran ibn Aban (q.v.). The Caliph settled the matter by 
investing Khalid ibn 'Abdallah (q.v.) with the dignity, while 'Ubaidallah, 
his friend, was made his deputy (khalifa). When Khalid was deposed, 
no doubt 'Ubaidallah also fell from grace. At all events he does not 
come into prominence again until a.h. 78. In that year Kbalid’s 
brother Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah (q.v.) was deposed from his governorship 
of Khurasan and Sistan and the great viceroy Hajjaj (q.v.) took over. 

1 These will be dealt with in a subseqxient volume of this Catalogue. 

2 I have recently been informed by Bay Osman Andag of Istanbul that a new coin of 
Bishr ibn Marwan has been acquired by the Museum there on which the mint is Basra 
and date 75. I await its publication with interest. 
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The latter sent 'Ubaidallah to govern Sistan. There his military ex- 
pedition in that region against the ruler of Kabul, which turned out 
so disastrously, has a special chapter allotted to it in the historians. 
His death is recorded in the following year a.h. 79, which is the date 
on his unique coin (Th. 14, p* 110 ). He was succeeded by 'Abd al- 
llahman ibn Muhammad ibn al-Adi'atii (q.v.). The mint-signature on 
'Ubaidallah’s coin is no. 52 c which I have interpreted as that of Sistan. 

(xxiv) ( jU 

In the year A.H. 71/72 Basra was the scene of a great dispute 
between Humran ^ and 'XJbaidallah ibn Abl Bakra (q.v.) for the governor- 
ship of the city. The Caliph settled the matter by appointing Khalid 
ibn ^Abdallah (q.v.). Humran was transferred to Mecca. He died in 
A.H. 75. His rare coins are all struck at Ardashir-IOiurra in the year 72. 

(xxv) 'Atlya ibn al-Aswad ^31 ikc^) 

We first hear of Atiya ibn al-Aswad al-Hanaf i about a.h. 69 when he 
was sent to 'Uman by Najda ibn 'Amir, the leader of the Kharijites in 
Yemama. The place was then in the possession of a chief called 'Abbad 
ibn 'Abdallah, whose two sons, Sa'id and Sulaiman, were exacting tribute 
from passing ships and from the neighbouring lands. When 'Atiya arrived 
there was a fight in which 'Abbad was killed, and 'Atiya became ruler 
of that region. After some months he went off, leaving behind as his 
representative a man named Abu’l-Kasim. The people of 'Uman, headed 
by Sa'id and Sulaiman, rose against the latter and slew him. 'Atiya 
was thereupon forced to return, but failed to regain control of the 
place. In the meantime a difference of opinion between him and 
Kajda - led to his severing all connexion with the Kharijite party in 
Arabia, and taking ship he sailed for Iran, finally reaching Kirman. 
There as a usurping governor, we are told ' he minted dirhams which 
he named the 'Atawiya (dirhams).^ 'Atiya’s dirhams are all struck 
for Kirman and are dated 72, 73 (or 76), 74, and 75 (a.h.). 

In A.B. 74/75 when the great Umaiyad offensive was directed against 
the Kh arijites by al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.) 'Atiya was defeated 

3- Weil, OescMcMe der Chalifen, i, pp. 269, 411, gives the pronunciation Harnran, but 
the Pehlevi legend on the coins shows clearly that the correct form is humran. 

2 This was before a.h. 72 when Najda was killed by Abu Hudaik, who took possession 
of Bahrain {Tabari, ii, p. 829). 

3 Ibn aUAMr, iv, p. 167 : , 
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and forced to flee first of all to Sistan and then to Sind, Finally at 
Eandabil, the modern Gandaw in Baluchistan, he was killed.^ 

fxxvi) al-Katarl {ibn al Fujd'a) 

Katari, the rebel leader of the Azrakites, who caused so much unrest 
in the Iranian provinces during the Umaiyad Caliphate, gained renown 
by his spirited revolt between the years a.h. 69-79. He assumed the 
title of ' Commander of the Faithful’, which appears on his coins in its 
Pehlevi form, as well as his other designation 'Abdallah, ‘Servant of 
Allah At the head of his wild fanatical followers this soi-disant Caliph 
swept from the fastnesses of Kirman across into the rich territory of 
^Irak, and even menaced the seat of government at Basra. The greatest 
obstacle to his success, however, was the Umaiyad general, al-Muhallab 
ibn Abi Sufra (q.v.), who at the bidding of al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf routed 
him. Katari was forced to seek asylum in Tabaristan. While there, 
he is said to have been killed by the Ispahbad or native prince of that 
land in a duel.^ According to another version he fell in battle against 
Sufyan ibn al-Abrad. His head was sent to the Caliph at Damascus. 
He is said to have perished about a.h. 79. Besides his warlike qxialities 
he was credited with a certain talent as a poet. 

Apart from a unique dirham minted at Zaranj, capital of Sistan 
Province, all his coins were struck at mints in the province of Pars. 
Most of them are also dated (a.h.) 75, a year when he was in the heyday 
of his supremacy. The numismatic data can be summarized as follows : 

Ardashir-IOiurra, year 75 (a.h.) 

Bishapur, years 69 and 75 (a.h.) 

Darabjird, year 75 (a.h.) 

Zaranj, year 75 (a.h.). 

(xxvii) Al-Muhallab ibn Abl Sufra {ojkup Qi Jl^l) 

Although al-Muhallab was one of the outstanding generals of the 
cause of the Umaiyads, and one whose campaigns materially established 
their supremacy, he was for a time allied with the anti-Caliph Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair (q.v.). In those days he waged war against the ShPa rebel 
al-MuHitar as well as against the Kharijite agitators in the provinces, 
and at the same time kept the Syrian supporters of the Umaiyad 

1 Ibn ahAthlr, iv. ; Anon. Chron., p. 143. The dirhams of 'Atlya were first 
identified by the writer in Num. Ghron., 1934, pp. 294-9, 

2 Ibn Isfandiyar, Ta'nkh-i-Taharwtan, tr. B. G. Browne, p. 104. 
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Caliph at hay at Mosul. When his superior Mus’^ab ibn al-Zubair 
(q.Y.) was killed in A.H. 72, Muhallab had already withdrawn from the 
Zubairids and had sworn allegiance to the Umaiyad Caliph 'Abd al- 
Malik ibn Marwan. , 

Under Umaiyad rule he continued his struggle against the various 
parties of religious sectarians, who still maintained their hold on many 
of the provinces; The Kharijite rebel 'Atiya ibn al-Aswad (q.v.) was 
driven out of Kirman c. a.h, 75/76, Muhallab next directed his 
attention to the suppression of the Azrakite claimant to the Caliphate, 
Katari ibn al-Fuja’a (q.v.). As a reward for these successful punitive 
expeditions he received the governorship of Khurasan in a.h. 78 under 
HajJaJ ibn Yusuf (q.v.). On his way back from an expedition against 
BuHiara he died in a.h. 82. Grief at the death of his son al-Mugh!ra 
(q.v.) is said to have contributed to his sudden end. Another son, Yazid, 
succeeded him as governor of Khurasan. 

Muhallab’s coins have an interesting connexion with those of his 
adversaries Katari and 'Atiya, whom he dispossessed, as can be readily 
seen from the following comparison of their respective mint activities : 


Province 

Mints 

Katari 

'Atiya 

Muhallab 

Fars 

Ardashir-Khurra 

* 75 


76 

s? 

Bishapur 

69, 75 

— . 

75, 76 


Darabjird 

75 


76 


Istakhr 

— 

, — ■ 

78, 79 

? 

Uncertain 


■ — ■ 

76 

Sistan 

Zaranj 

.75 , . 


•75, 76 

Kirman 

Kirman 

— 

72-75 (or 76) 

76, 77, 78 


Although we have so far no coins of Katari struck at Istakhr it is 
not at all unlikely that this was also one of his mints, since Muhallab 
issued dirhams from it.^ At all events the other mints in the same 
province of Fars, namely Ardashir-Khurra. BiAapur, and Darabjird, 
passed out of the hands of Katari into Muhallab’s control in the year 
A.H. 75/76. The coin of Muhallab in the Kaiser-Friedrich Museum 
(B. 37, p. 115), which was struck at Istakhr and has been conjecturally 
dated 69 by Niitzel, is almost certainly to be dated 79, since Muhallab 
was not minting as early as 69 in the province of Fars, and we know 
that in 69 his ally, a Zubairid governor, 'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah (q.v.), 
was actually in a position to issue coins at that mint and did so. 

^ See Mint Notes, p. cxxx, for its previous record as a mint under the XJmaiyads and 
Zubairids in turn. 
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Moreover, the year 79 fits in with other known coins of Muhallah from 
the same source. As for the uncertain mint taet (no, 54), as I have 
pointed out in the Mint Notes (p. cxxx), it is almost certainly a variety 
of the mint-signature of Ardashlr-Khurra. 

' In' the case of 'Atiya, whose mint issues were apparently confined 
to the province of Kirman, the transition from his domination to that 
of Muhallab is just as clearly demonstrated by the coin data as in the 
case of Katari in Ears and Sistan (capital Zaranj). 

Incidentally there are no Arab-Sassanian coins so far known struck 
by Muhallab for any of the provincial mints of Khurasan, to which 
he was appointed in a.h. 78. This is not altogether surprising, since the 
new Reformed Currency was already in use in that outpost of the 
Caliphate. The last governor in fact whose name appears on Umaiyad 
coins of Khurasan is Muhallab’s immediate predecessor, Umaiya ibn 
"Abdallah (q.v.), 

(xxviii) ^Abd od-Rahman ibn Muhammad {ibn al-Ash^ath) 

js 

After Hajjaj’s governor in Sistan Province, "Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra 
(q.v.), had ignominiously failed in his expedition against the native 
ruler of Kabul, a more energetic general was required. "Abd al-Rahman 
ibn Muhammad was therefore appointed in a.h. 80 as governor of 
Sistan. He is usually referred to as Ibn al-Aii"a& after his grand- 
father. Ibn al-A^"a^ was supported by a new contingent of troops 
recruited largely from natives of Kufa and Basra. This formidable 
host was nicknamed Hhe Army of the Peacocks’.^ Although Ibn 
al-A^"a^ began making steady progress in his campaign of subjugation, 
Hs.jjaj, with his characteristic impatience, urged him to accelerate his 
advance. Friction between the two ensued, and Ibn al-AA"ath, sup- 
ported by his "Irakian levies, who naturally wished for a speedy return 
to their homeland and moreover detested Hajjaj, turned in revolt. 
Consolidating his rear by establishing his deputies in the key-cities of 
Sistan, and making a pact with his old enemy Zunbil, lord of Kabul, 
Ibn al-Aii"afii marched through the province of Pars, heading for 
"Irak. There his followers, elated at their successes, renounced the 
Umaiyad Caliph "Abd al-Malik and paid homage to Ibn al-Ash"a&. 
Hajjaj, who endeavoured with his Syrian soldiers to stem the tide, was 


1 Tabari t ii. 1047 : , 


thriist back. Basra^^ and later Kufa, fell into the hands of the 
conqueror for a time. But soon, in a.h. 82, after a stubborn resistance, 
the fortune of war forsook Ibn al-Aii'afli and he was forced to retreat 
to Slstan. After many vicissitudes, Hajjaj managed to bribe the lord 
of Eabul to get rid of him in A.H. 84 or 85. 

Ibn al-Aii^atti’s coins are exceedingly rare. Only two mints of his 
are so far known to me, both in the captured province of Bars, namely, 
Bidiapur (year 82) and Darabjird (year 70). The latter date can only be 
satisfactorily explained by interpreting it in terms of the Yezdigird era, 
i.e. A.H. 81/82. The history of the mint of Darabjird has numerous 
instances of the continued employment of this era. 

(xxix) al-Hajjdj ibn Yusuf 

There is no more prominent personality in the annals of the Umaiyad 
Caliphate than that of Hajjaj. After he had completely stamped out 
the revolt of 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair (q.v.) in Arabia, his career as the 
strong man of the Umaiyad party rapidly progressed. In a.h. 75 the 
Caliph 'Abd al-Malik appointed him governor of both Kufa and Basra. 
When the tidings reached the great Umaiyad general al-Muhallab ibn 
Abi Sufra (q.v.) he is said to have acclaimed it with the words : ' A real 
he-man is now governor As viceroy of the Eastern Command Hajjaj 
had to employ stern measures to cope with the numerous dissenting 
forces and refractory parties that threatened at all times to disrupt the 
Caliphate. Perhaps the most formidable set-back he received was 
when his quondam lieutenant, 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 
al-A^'a& (q.v.), almost overthrew him. But Hajjaj only emerged in the 
end stronger than ever. When he died in a.h. 95 of cancer he was only 52. 
His accomplishments had been historic. Not only did he consolidate 
the Umaiyad power, but his statesmanship left a deep impress on his 
age. One of the many reforms of which he was instigator was the 
use of Arabic in the 'Irakian State Chancellory in place of Pehlevi,“ 
an innovation which is exemplified in his Arab-Sassanian coins (cf . 
Catalogue, Th. 16 and no. 229). But his chief numismatic interest lies 
in his close association with the reform of the monetary system under 
the Caliph 'Abd al Malik c. a.h. 75. The part he played in this is re- 
counted elsewhere (below, p. cxlvii f,). 

-S'- - ' > ^ ■ ■ 

^ Anon, Chron.^ 'p. 211 X Jfh ^"1 JuJ. 

2 Kalka^a^ndl, SubhaU A* shd,i,pA2Z: J\ 
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, It is; surprising ttat Basra- is not- represented amongst the few mints 
of Ha jjaj, which are as follows: ■ 

Ardashir-Khurra, years 77?, 78, and 79? (a,h.) 

Bishapur, years 76, 77, 78, 79, 80?, 81, and 83 (a.h.) 

Uncertain mint (no. 54),^ years 78 and 80 (a.h.). 

^ W Hajjaj the Arab-Sassanian coins of the Umaiyad governors 
come to an end.‘^ 

11 . The Arab- EpMhalite Coins 

This small group of coins is really a sub-division of the preceding 
one. But their rather special character and their enigmatic nature 
mark them out for separate treatment. I have applied the term Arab- 
Ephthalite to these coins as a convenient label. Besides having legends 
in Arabic and Pehlevi these remarkable pieces also contain legends in 
a script of a type which is similar to that on the coins issued by the 
White Huns or Ephthalites. This Ephthalite script has not so far been 
satisfactorily deciphered, though several attempts have been made by 
orientalists. Among the most recent monographs bearing on the subject 
the following may be consulted : 

(a) Ernst Herzfeld, Kushano-Sasanian Coins, Calcutta, 1930, which 
demonstrates the evolution (or rather devolution) from ancient Greek 
of certain cognate forms of script. 

(b) Edouard Specht, ‘ Du Dechi&ement des monnaies Sindo-Ephthalites ’ 
(in Journal Asiatique, 1901, pp. 487-523), whose conclusions can be 
ignored.® 

(c) Jacques de Morgan, Manuel de Numismaiique orientale, voL i, pp. 447-8 
(edited by K. J. Basmadjian), Paris, 1936, follows Specht in his 
attempted decipherment of the alphabet, but casts no light on the 
subject. 

(d) Heinrich E. J. Junker, Die Hephthalitischen Munzinschrif ten (Sonder- 
ausgabe aus den SitzungsbericMen der Preussischen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Phil. -Hist. Klasse^ 1930, xxvii), proposes new inter- 
pretations w’hich are very debatable. Apparently, though he does not 
call it such, the only specimen of an Arab -Ephthalite coin known to 
him was the one published by Vincent A. Smith (Catalogue of the Indian 
Museum, i, 1906, p. 230) and quite wrongly attributed by the latter to 
Umaiya ibn ^Abdallah. Junker discusses this particular coin on pp. 

1 This is almost certainly a variant signature of the mint of Ardashir-Khurra. 

2 For the uncertain governors (pp. 121 :ff,) reference may be made to the corresponding 
Notes at the end of the Catalogue, pp. 200 f. 

3 This is also the opinion of Herzfeld in a recent publication (Arch. Mitt., 1938, p. 163, 
f.n. 1). 
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17-18 of Ms article; The Ephthalite legend in the Md on the obver^^ 
he reads as ZOAOOO (i.e. reading from 1. to r.). Alternatively, he adds 
that the penultimate letter may be a P, hence ZOAOPO or ZOYOPO. 
He says that the letter read as Z is not clear (he had not, of course, 
seen the perfectly clear examples of the British Museum) and might 
be merely a Querstnch, in which case the legend might be read (from 
r. to h) as OPO^O. The second line he reads (from 1. to r.) as 
TOJZOfONO or TOJZOrONO (or TOJZIIONO). i.e. Tazayanu = 
Taziyan. He next considers the marginal legends. The symbol ixi 
he does not endeavour to explain. He correctly notes the Arabic 
basmala in the second quarter, and detects Vincent Smith’s mis- 
reading of the Pehlevi legend in the third quarter. 

He next considers Vincent Smith’s interpretation of the reverse. 
The Pehlevi legend left of the fire-altar and attendants he accepts as 
AEBA, i.e. four ; the legend on the right, which Smith read as Khurasan, 
he emphatically, and in my opinion correctly, dismisses, although he 
does not suggest any possible alternative reading. An acquaintance 
with Arab -Sassanian coins, however, would have revealed to him 
the clue. It is none other than the Pehlevi date hshtshst. i.e. 68, 
somewhat truncated at the end. If this is so, it is natural to suppose 
that the other word on the left should be a Pehlevi mint-signature.^ 
This, or a similar mint-signature, is found on the Arab-Sassanian 
dirhams of the two governors 'Abdallah ibn Khazim and Umaiya 
ibn 'Abdallah, who, we know, minted in Khurasan. A comparison 
with the Pehlevi mint-name (no. 26) hxjbasan, i.e. Khurasan, indicates 
how closely the problematic word resembles the beginnings of the 
name of that province. It is not at all fanciful to interpret it as 
such, i.e. huba. We may conclude that this particular Arab- 
Ephthalite coin was issued in Ediurasan in the year a.h. 68.^ The 
exceptional coin (Catalogue, no. 254, p. 129) struck at Merv in the year 
A.H. 69 amply confirms this interpretation. 

What follow’^s ? From our knowledge of the Arab-Sassanian coins 
we know that about the years a.h. 68 and 69 there were two governors 
minting in the five great mints of the Khurasan Province (viz. Abra- 
^ahr, Balkh. Herat, Merv, and Merv al-Budh) and they were (a) 'Abd- 
allah ibn ^azim, who challenged Umaiyad authority, and (b) Salm 

1 That the -usual positions of date and mint legends should b© transposed is very 
uncommon but not unknown (e.g. Th. 18, p. 124:). 

2 De Morgan, op. cit,, p. 455, in considering a similar specimen in the Collection of 
Colonel Allotte de la Fuye, correctly notes that the legend on the right of the reverse 
is a date, which ho reads as 80 or 68, and that the legend on the left is a mint, which he 
very hesitantly expounds as Suba(?). His view that these coins were associated with 
Sind leads him, however, to the absurd conclusion that they were posterior to the year 
A.H. 93, and that the puzzling name -legend might be that of Hajjaj ibn Y-usuf. 
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ibn Ziyad, wlio supported it. It is 'quite Batiiral to- imagine, therefore, 
that the name of one or other of these two governors should , figure on 
the obverse after the traditional manner. If we take the Ephthalite 
legend on coins nos. 246~54:' it seems to me that the name of the former 
has the better chance of being elucidated from the tangle. I suggest the 
following for the first line : (reading from r. to 1.) = abbla z? 

The only letters that seem to be probable are the following, which 
are collated with some equivalents which I have selected from Herzfeld’s 


alphabetic list 

{op. cit., Table III) and Junker (op. cit., p. 

24).' 

Greek 

Herzfeld 

Junker 

Arab-EpMhalite 

coins 

Value 

a 

o 

o 

0 

A 

iS 

a 


G 

B 

8 

A 

P 


D 

A 


¥ 

1- 

L 


X, 




Z 


The last letter (z ?) of this first line, I can only suggest, is a postposition 
having some significance in the Ephthalite language. At any rate it is 
of interest to observe that this first line is found, together with a symbol 
similar to the one mentioned above, embodied in certain countermarks 
(nos. 28, 34, and 40) on the regular Arab-Sassanian dirhams. These 
have been noted on coins of Saim ibn Ziyad and on one of the Arab- 
Ephthalite coins ascribed to 'Abdallah ibn Khazim (see Countermarks, 
p, cxliv). It is noteworthy that where these particular countermarks 
occur they are always on coins that must have circulated in Khurasan 
and neighbourhood and never before or after the time of 'Abdallah 
ibn Khazim. Moreover, the present group of Arab-Ephthalite coins 
begin in the year a.h. 63, which was the year of 'Abdallah ibn Khazim ^s 
first recorded minting in Khurasan of coins of Arab-Sassanian type. 

It seems to follow that the first-line legend, therefore, must be 
complete in itself and cannot be interpreted, as I was at first inclined 
to do, on the analogy of the Pehievi name-legends on the coins of the 

preceding series, as 'Abdallah son of , leaving the second line 

to contain the patronymic. The last line, in this case, is probably 
a title. But whatever it is, it is interesting to observe that it is the 
same — apart from a slight difference in epigraphy — as the marginal 
legend on a coin of Sassanian type with the name of Khusrau II of 
uncertain mint and date which Thomas read as Arabic (vsee Catalogue 
T. 2, p. 14). 
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To return to the reverse legends. Besides those we have already 
considered above there remain the marginal legends, partly in Pehlevi 
and partly in Ephthalite. Junker correctly reads the Pehlevi legend 
in the second quarter, but wrongly interprets the Pehlevi gdh in the 
third quarter as IPI. Although he makes an effort to transliterate the 
puzzling Ephthalite legends in the first and fourth quarters he has 
to admit defeat, and the present writer must confess himself similarly 
baffled. 

The same difficulty attaches to the unique Arab-Ephthalite coin in 
the American Numismatic Collection, New York, described on p. 127. 
I hazard the guess that it may be an issue of the Arab governor Rabf 
ibn Ziy ad for the following reasons : 

(a) the date in Pehlevi is nvsh, i.e. 89, which is probably to be 
regarded as a date in terms of the Yezdigird era, i.e. = a.h. 50/51. 

(b) Rabr was active about this time in Khurasan, the region where 
the other Arab-Ephthalite coins were almost certainly struck. In fact 
the city of Baikh in this year capitulated to him. 

(c) Professor Gibb, whose monograph The Arab Conquests in Central 
Asia throws considerable light on the history of ]^urasan as well as of 
the Transoxine regions at this period, has the following epitome of events 
(p. 16) : ' Rabf b. Ziyad al-Harithi, the first conqueror of Sijistan, after 
reducing BalMi, pursued the Ephthalite army into Quhistan and dis- 
persed it with great slaughter.’^ 

Unfortunately the Ephthalite legends both on the obverse and reverse 
have so far refused to give up their secret. The only suggestion I can 
make is that the second line of the name-legend does appear to contain 
a short name like ziad, which would fit the above hypothesis, though 
this involves reading the legend from left to right, contrary to the way 
proposed on the coins ascribed to /Abdallah. It might either be the 
name of Ziyad, the father of Rabi', or else of Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, 
who was then governor of Basra and its dependencies. Rabf, as Tabari 
says, was Ziyad ’s governor for Khurasan.^ 

The Arabs called the rather mixed race of Ephthalites by the name 
of Haital, JksA (plural, Haydtila, a name which like the Greek 

"E^tdakZrai appears in the early Chinese records as Yen-tai-i-li-to, or in 
short, Yi-Ta, According to Professor Minns ^ the older name was Hua 
(in Sanskrit Huna) which seems to be paralleled by the Chuni, Phuni, 

1 Tabari (ii, p. 156) in recording this campaign calls the latter ‘ Turks’ (AtraJc), 

^ ii, p. 161: * 

3 Scythians and Greeks, p. 122. 
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XovvoL, <Povvoi, and of the Western chroniclers. These tribesmen^ 

it is thought, may have been related to' the Hiung-Nu hordes that, we 
are told, overran Central Asia in the second century b.c. At all events 
^ Ephthalites were in full force in the fifth century A.n. in the Cisoxine 
lands, since they captured the province of Khurasan and exacted 
tribute from the dispossessed Sassanians.^ Again, later on in the next 
century, we find them in the reign of Hormuzd IV (a.d. 579-590), 
penetrating by force of arms as far as Badhghfs and Herat, according to 
Tabari and, as Marquart (ibid,, p. 65) adds, ^ without doubt with the 
sanction of the Khakan of the Turks’, For years the internecine 
struggle lasted between the Sassanian monarchy and these nomadic 
peoples and the vast conglomeration of Turkish tribes. The encroach- 
ment of the Arab forces later on was encouraged, no doubt, by this very 
discord and lack of cohesion amongst the racial elements involved. 
The Ephthalite Principality of Herat and Badh gh is actually offered 
little or no resistance to the Arab advance in a.h. 31. But it was not 
always so. Various tribal revolts of the 'Turks’ (iJl/1)— as the 
Ephthalite tribes are sometimes called in the Arab historians— broke 
out in the ensuing years. As Ephthalites they finally pass from the 
annals with the downfall of their leader the TarMian Nezak 
who rose in rebellion in a.h. 90 and was killed by the great Arab 
general and viceroy of Khurasan. Kutaiba ibn Muslim, who, as we shall 
see later, played so conspicuous a part in the subjugation of BuMiara. 
That event, however, takes us beyond the period covered by the 
present coins. 

Ill, The 'Ahhdsid Governofs in Tabaristdn 

For over a century after the great Sassanian Empire succumbed to 
the advancing armies of Islam the province of Tabaristan,^ protected 
on the south by the lofty Elburz mountain range, still stubbornly 
managed to maintain its independence. After the death of Yezdi- 
gird III, the last monarch of the house of Sasan, a certain Gil Gaubara, 
son of Gilan^ah, contrived by his warlike abilities to found a dynasty 

^ See Marquart, ErdnSahr^ p. 62 f. ^ i, p. 991. 

^ The name applied to this territory in our mcdem gazeteers is, of course, Mazanderan 
(Arabic, Mazandaran). The province lies in the north of Iran to the south-east of the 
Caspian Sea. The old historic name is, however, retained in this Catalogue for con- 
venience since it is the one which occurs without exception on all the coins of these 
governors with whom we are dealing. 
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{c. A.B. 686) in the highlands of Tabaristan, which laste for four 
generations until, tinder the 'Abbasid Caliph al-Mansiir, the country 
ceased to be autonomous. During the latter part of this period (from 
A.i). 711-761) these Zoroastrian princes or Ispahbads} as they desig- 
nated themselves, struck silver coins after the style of the Sassanian 
drachms of Rhusrau II in much the same way as the Umaiyad governors 
in the Iranian provinces had done previously. The distinguishing 
feature of the Tabaristan coins, however, was the fact that they were 
of much smaller module, being actually hemidrachms or half dirhams. 
As on the Sassanian coins their legends were written in Pehlevi, and 
their dates were reckoned in terms of a new era starting from the 11th 
June 652 ( = a.h, 31), the beginning of the solar year following the 
death of Yezdigird III. This era is referred to in this Catalogue as the 
Post-Yezdigird era (p.-y.E.).^ 

The coins issued in Tabaristan after the ^Abbasid governors had 
displaced the last Ispahbad, Khurshid,^ in a.h. 144 (a. d. 761) carried 
on the traditional characteristics of this provincial coinage system, 
namely, size, conventional portraiture, mint-name, use of the Post- 
Yezdigird era, and, to begin with, the exclusive use of Pehlevi legends, 
which changed finally, soon after the Arab governors inserted their 
own names on the coins, to a combination of Pehlevi and Kufic (i.e, 
monumental Arabic) script. The coinage was in silver ; a possible use 
of copper may be admitted, but gold coins of this type are unknown.^ 

As our knowledge of the history of Tabaristan in these times is 
extremely scanty it will be readily seen that these carefully dated coins 
with governors’ names furnish us with contemporary evidence that is 
of first-class value. The main extant historical account is preserved 
in Ibn Isfandiyar’s Ta'rlkh-i-Tabaristdn^ compiled about A.H. 613 
(a.b. 1216), though it is based on older works now lost. Ibn Isfan- 
diyar’s facts were more or less repeated with slight additions and 
alterations — in the characteristic manner of oriental historians — by 
Zahir al-Din al-Mar'a^i about 260 years afterwards, and later still 
by Khwandamir in his Habib al-Siyar^ 

1 The Arabic form of the title is Isbahbddh . 

2 See above, p. xxvii, for this and other eras used on Arab -Sassanian coins. 

3 Sometimes, but erroneously, called Khurshid II on account of an unfortunate, but 
quite pardonable, numismatic error on the part of Mordtmann, first detected by 
Prof. Vasmer {EncycL of Islam, art. Mdzandardn, p, 429). 

^ See p. 161 for reputed gold and copper coinage. 

^ Abridged English translation by E. G. Browne in the Gibb Memorial Series, vol. ii. 

® B. Dorn, Sehir-eddin' s Geschichte von Tabaristan, Bujan und Masanderan ; and Die 
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Several attempts were ''m the Muhammadans to penetrate 

into ■ Tabaristaii in an endeavour tn conquer the Ispahhads, or here- 
ditary ■ princes of that region, before the final subjugation of the 
territory under the 'Abbasids. The first advance is said to have been 
made under the early successors of the Prophet. About a.h. 18 or 22 
(a.u, 639 or 642/3), under the Caliph Omar ('Umar), Suwaid ibn 'Amr 
ibn Mukarran, and later (c. ,a.h. 29/30 = a.d, 650/1), in the Caliphate 
of Othman ('U&man), Sa'id ibn al-'As, governor of Kiifa, both made 
attacks but with little success. Next, under the Umaiyad Caliphs, 
other abortive attempts at invasion were planned. Maskala ibn Hubaira 
al-Shaiban! during Mu'awiya’s reign led an army (c. a.h. 42 = a.d. 662 
or A.H. 54 = A.B. 673) into the fastnesses of the country only to perish 
with the greater number of his mercenaries. In a.h. 77 (a.d. 696) 
Ishak ibn Muhammad ibn al-A^'a& commanded troops in Tabaristan* 
About the same period Sufyan ibn al-Abrad was sent by HajjaJ, the 
Umaiyad viceroy of the East, to suppress Katari (q.v.), the rival Caliph 
and leader of the Kbarijites. 

According to one account^ Sufyan defeated and slew Katari and 
remained with his army in Tabaristan until recalled in a.h. 82 = 
A.B. 701; another version ^ has it that the Ispahbad ParMian (or 
Parrukhan) made a pact with Sufyan to rid him of Katari in return 
for freedom from molestation by the Arabs. In the resulting combat 
Katari was slain by the Ispahbad (c. a.h. 79 = a.b. 698). 

That the native ruler of Tabaristan considered it politic to keep on 
friendly terms with the Umaiyads is confirmed not only by this last 
tradition but also by that given by Tabari ^ and Ibn al-AMr,^ to the 
effect that he surrendered 'Umar ibn Abi’l-Salt, who had sought refuge 
in his domain, out of fear of incurring the hostility of HajjaJ (a.h. 83 = 
A.B. 702). In A.H. 98 (a.b. 716) a determined effort was made by Yazid 
ibn al-Muhallab to gain possession of Tabaristan, but with indifferent 
success. , . . 

In the reign of the last Umaiyad Caliph Marwan II (a.h. 127-132 = 

OescMchte TahariatarC s und der Serbedare nach Chondemir, St. Petersburg, 1850. The 
latter is an extract from the Persian Chronicle with a German translation. Fortunately, 
the historical data relating to Tabaristan contained in these historians, as well as inci- 
dental references and details in Tabari, Ibn al-AMlir, Baladhurl, and Ya'kubi, have 
recently been collected by H, L. Rabino in his monographs. (See f.n. p. Ixxv.) 

^ Tabari, Annales, ed, de Goeje, ii. 1021. 

2 Ibn Isfandiyar, ed. Browne, p. 104. See also Biographical Notes, above, p. ixi. 
IJnvala {Numismatique du Tabaristan^ p. 31) has actually made I^latari a general of 
*Abd al-Malik. 
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A.B. 744-50), when revolt was the order of the day, the upheaval in 
the Caliphate had reverberations in Tabaristan. Abu Muslim the 
great protagonist of the "Abbasid party, in the course of his victorious 
campaign in the East managed to obtain the nominal allegiance of 
the Ispahbad in a.h. 131 (A.n, 748). But Tabaristto was still indepen- 
dent. It was not, in fact, until the time of the second 'Abbasid Caliph, 
Mansur, that the Arab governors obtained firm control of the province, 
and the last Ispahbad, Khurshid, was ousted from his patrimony. 

The approximate date when this conquest of Tabaristan by the 
'Abbasids became a fait accompli was the year a.h. 141 = a.d. 758. 
The defeated Ispahbad, Khurshid. however, did not die until A.H. 144 = 
a.d. 761. And, in fact, we actually have coins bearing his name dated 
as late as p.-y.e. 114^ (= a.h. 148 = a.d. 765). These posthumous 
coins were almost certainly issued by the 'Abbasid governors. It is 
noticeable that in the year p.-y.e. 110 = a.h. 144 there is a marked 
change in the bust of the Ispahbad depicted on these coins — it is 
broader. Although they bear no Arabic legend or name, or any definite 
indication that they were official 'Abbasid issues, these coins have been 
included in this Catalogue as Muhammadan mainly on the grounds of 
chronology.^ Be that as it may, the earliest known Tabaristan coin of 
Arab-Sassanian type that we can with certainty regard as having been 
struck by the Muhammadan invaders is dated p.-y.e. 1 1 6 ( = a.h. 150 = 
A.D. 767). In this case the name of the deceased Kliurshid has been 
replaced by that of the 'Abbasid provincial governor, a practice which 
was to continue in the case of succeeding governors for a quarter of 
a century, as can be seen from the list on pp. Ixxiv-lxxv. 

In addition to the numismatic evidence given in the list one must 
reckon the following : 

(a) The posthumous coins of Khurshid with dates ranging from 
p.-Y.E. 110-114 = A.H. 144-148 = A.D. 761-765. These partly fill the 
gap before the coins with the name of Khalid ibn Barmak. 

(b) The AEZTJT or so-called ^ anonymous ’ coins with dates from 
P.-Y.E. 129-143 = A.H. 164-178 = a.d. 780-794. This group contains 
isolated examples with the name of the governors Jarir ^ and Ma'add 


1 See Catalogue, p. 203, for a discussion of the coins attributed to the year 115. 

2 If one were to exclude these posthumous Khurshid coins because of the absence of 
Arabic legends one would for the same reason have to do likewise with the majority 
of the APZTJT coins which occur later in the same series (see Catalogue, pp. 153 jff.). XJnvala 
in fact has done so — an opinion which will be considered later. 


3 XJnvala’s suggestion {Numismatique du Tabaristan, p. 12, §5) that the name of Jarir 
was a contremarque [sic) added to the coins when they circulated in the part of Tabaristan 






INTRODUCTION 


Ixxiii 




I 


written in the margin in the years ' 135 and 138 respecti¥ely. A section 
of the AFZUT coins fills the gap between Yaliya ibn Da’iicl al-Hara^i 
and Jarir. An attempt has been made^ to attribute these afzut coins 
to the Zoroastrian insurgents who rose against the 'Abbasid government 
in support of a native prince, WindadHormuzd. This theory seems to 
me to be most improbable for the following reasons : 

(i) Some of these afzut coins bear the names of Arab governors in 
their margins, as well as Arabic expressions (such as ^ and abbre- 
viations (such as ^). If these coins were the product of a national 
movement they would be most unlikely to have legends written in the 
language of the hated oppressors. 

(ii) If they were struck for Windad Hormiizd it is very surprising 
that they do not bear his name, though some of them have the names 
of Arab governors in Arabic. 

(iii) They ceased being struck about the same time as the last coins 
of Tabaristan with the names of 'Abbasid governors, and some time 
before the final submission of Windad Hormuzd to the 'Abbasid Caliph 
Harun al-Ra^id. 

(iv) The AFZUT type of coin can be proved to have been used by the 
Arab conquerors as in the case of the coin of al-Fadl ibn Sahl (see 
below) as well as previously under the Umaiyads (see Catalogue, p. 124 f.). 
So why not in the present case ? 

(c) The isolated coin with afzut obverse and with the name of 
al-Fadl ibn Sahl. This coin is dated f.-y.e. 161 = a.h. 197 = A.n. 812, 
It shows the survival at a late date of the Tabaristan type, particularly 
the peculiar obverse of the coins of Sulaiman. But as the regular 
series of the 'Abbasid coins of Tabaristan ceases with the year p.-y.e. 143 
(a.h. 178) it has not been considered necessary to extend the above list 
of governors to include al-Fadl. 

The administration of Tabaristan under the 'AbbMd Caliphs of 
Baghdad {MadlnaPal-Saldm) was entrusted to a series of military 
governors, who resided in the principal towns of the country such as 
Amul or Sari, or at Kaju, capital of al-Ruym, a district which had 
for the first time under 'Umar ibn al-'Ala been attached to the pro- 
vince of Tabaristto. These governors or their deputies, or perhaps at 
times the leader of a military expedition, seem to have struck coins 
independently of one another in the same years with their own names 

then under the control of the Arabs is ridiculous. The name is not a countermark but 
part of the original impression. 

1 XJnvala, op. cit., p. 11, § 27 ; p. 13, § 9 ; p. 33, § 19 f. 
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LIST OF THE 'ABBASID GOVERNORS IN TABARISTAN 
(A.H. 141--178 = A.D. 758 - 794 ) 

The following list, compiled from the extant literary and numismatic 
sources, covers only the period of the coins described in this section of the 
Catalogue.^ The coin evidence is based on the conclusions reached by the 
writer. One or two dates which have not been verified at first hand, or are 
questionable, but which may possibly be correct, have been added within, 
round brackets. 


Literary Evidence 

Coin Evidence {Dates 
according to Post-Yezdigird 
Era) 

Afproximate Dates 

A.H. 

A.D. 

Abu’l-Khasib 

Abu Khuzaima 
Khazim 

Abu’l- Abbas Fadl 


c. 141- 

758- 

Bauh ibn Hatim**^ 


c. 147- 

764- 

Khalid ibn Barmak 

HALIT, (116), 117, 118, 119, 
(120) 

150/1-154/5 

767/8-770/1 

*Umar ibn al-Ala 
(1st time) 

/ATJME, 120, 121, 123, 124, 
(125) 

AUMB BN A ALA ) jor 

1 'Umar ibn al-Ala) 

'Umar, (120), 121, 122, 123, 

1 124, 125 

155-159/60 

771-775/6 

Sa*id ibn Dalaj 

jSa'id, 125, 126, 127, (128) 
ISa'id ibn Da'laj, 126 

160-162/3 

776-778/9 

*Umar ibn al-Ala 
(2nd time) 

'Umar, 127, 128, 129 

162-164 

778-780 

■ , 

Yahya ibn Mikhnak 
Abd al-Hamid 
Madrub 

Yahya, 129, 130 

164-165 

780-781 

Yahya ibn Ba’ud al- 
Harashi 

Harashi, 131 

166-167 

782 

'Umar ibn al-Ala 
(3rd time) 

Taim ibn Sinan 

Yazid ibn . Mazy ad . ] 
Hasan ibn Kahtaba j 
Salih ibn Saih 


167 

783 

Suiaiman 

Suiaiman, 136, 137, 138 

171-173 

787-789 


Jarir, 135, 136, 137 

170-172 

786-788 


Ma'add, 138 

173 

789 
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Coin Evidence (Dates 

Approxwiaie Dates 

Literary Evidence 

according to Post- Yezdigird 
Era) 

A.H. i 

A.D. 

Hani ibn Hani 

Hani, 137, 138 

172-173 

787-789 


Mukatil, 137, 138, 139, 140, 

172-176 

788-792 ' 

’Abdallah ibn 

141 

'Abdallah, 139, 140, 141 

l 

174-176 

790-792 

Kahtaba 

Kudaid, 140 

175 

791 


Ibrahim, 140, 141 

175-176 

791-792 

’Uthman ibn Kahik 
Sa/id ibn Muslim ibn 
Kutaiba 

'Abdallah ibn 'Abd 
al-'Aziz 

Mutbanna ibn al- 


c. 176-178 

792-794 

Hajjaj 





1 For further details of these governors, reference should be made to H. L. Rabino’s 
article ‘ Les Dynasties du Mazandaran’ in J.A., 1936, pp. 397-474. The same author has 
since written a monograph, entitled Gouverneurs califiens du Tabaristdn, which he has 
very kindly permitted me to see in manuscript, and which he hopes to publish shortly. 

2 Although Rauh, so far as we know, had no coins of Arab-Sassanian type struck 
with his name we do have dirhams of conventional Muhammadan type struck for 
Tabaristan in the years a.h. 147 and 148 bearing his name in the margin ; see Lane 
Poole, B,M. Cat., ix, p. 43, no. 54 d, pi. iv, where the name was read, however, as . 
The specimen dated 148 came to the B.M. in 1922 from Valentine (Codrington). An 
earlier dirham of fa-baristan of conventional type dated 146 was published by Porter (in 
Num. Ghron., 1921, p. 318). It is in the American University of Beirut. It has no 
governor’s name, as I was able to verify from the coin itself. Zambaur in his review of 
Porter’s article (in Num. Zeit., 1922, p. 5) draws attention to the fact that he himself 
published an earlier 'Abb^d coin of Ta.baristan, a fels of a.h. 145 (in his Contributions, 
i, no. 46). In the case of Zambaur’s coin the date is defectively written 

A.j,j {sic) which might readily stand for 155. Below the obverse central legend of 
Zambaur’s coin is XH which may be simply an ornament, as he takes it, or else, as I am 
inclined to suppose, a stylized form of the name ^ *Umar, for *Umar ihn al-^Ald. There 
is actually a fels- — though in Num. Zeit. he calls it a dirham^ (aic) !*— dated 157 published 
by Zambaur (ibid., no. 47) with the marginal legend in Arabic bU » ^ Jp 

‘ by the agency of Allah’s servant *Umar ibn al-*Ala and with the initial letter p on the 
obverse in place of . This is the governor whose name occurs also on the Arab- 
Sassanian coins of Tabaristan described in this Catalogue and whose earliest coin is 
dated p.-y.e. 120 = a.h. 155. This date would fit the circumstances. 
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on them, as can he deduced from several instances of overlapping dates 
in the above table. This seems to indicate some measure of delegation 
of authority. 

The natives of Tabaristan seem to have been, on the whole, well 
treated by their conquerors, provided they paid the annual taxes and 
maintained the fighting strength of the garrisons at an adequate 
standard. Statistics have come down to us which reveal the presence 
in the early days of 'Abbasid control of some 46 garrisons throughout 
the land with a complement of 40,500 soldiers. The revenue was 
likewise on a large scale. The land-tax alone yielded 4,000,000 
dirhams.^ 

But the 'Abbasid occupation of Tabaristan w^as subject at times to 
violent interruption by the recrudescence of revolt in favour of a 
restoration of a branch of the native dynasty. The most outstanding 
example was the rebellion already mentioned of Windad Hormuzd. 

Notes on the Governors and their Coins 
(i) Khdlid ibn Barmak (d^Aj^ JU-) 

Shortly after the foundation of the 'Abbasid dynasty Khalid occupied 
the important position of vizier. Of Iranian origin, he was the head of 
the famous Barmecide family of court favourites who under Harun 
al-Ra^id perished so tragically Various dates for his governorship 
have been proposed by previous writers.^ The coins bearing his name 
in Pehlevi (halit) and issued for Tabaristan show that he was in power 
there between a.h. 150/1 and 154/5.^ His administration was appar- 
ently a wise one. He was on friendly terms with the native prince 
Windad Hormuzd, who was allowed a certain measure of control in the 
mountain fastnesses. lOialid’s conciliatory policy is apparently reflected 
in his coins which have legends in Pehlevi script only. 

(ii) "Umar ibn aV Aid (%)l 

Although 'Umar was appointed governor in succession to IQialid in 
A.H. 155 his connexion with Tabaristan was earlier than this. At the 

1 Ya^ubJ, Les Pays, trans. by G. Wiet, p. 81. 

^ See L. Bouvat’s monograph Les Barmecides d^apres les historiens arahes et persans, 
Paris, 1912. 

3 See Bouvat, op. cit., p. 40, who gives 148-152; so also Barthold in Encycl, of Islam, 
i, p. 692; Zambaur {Manuel, p. 187) has 148-154. 

^ Both Ibn Isfaiidiyar and Zahir al-Bin state that he governed for four years. 
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conquest of /the province under Abul-Khasib in' a.h. 141, 'Umar had 
proved himself to be very valuable as a guide to a terrain with which 
he had for some years become familiar as an exiled murderer.^ 'Umar’S 
first term as governor may be reckoned from his coins as being between 
A.H. 155 and 160^ whilehis second term may be placed between a.h. 162 
and 164.® As for his third term (c. a.h. 167) we have no definite numis- 
matic evidence. Some of the afzut coins of this period may be his, 
though none of them so far has been found to bear his name. 

During his first term of office 'Umar’s coins have his name-legends 
in three varieties: (a) in Pehlevi ; (b) in Pehlevi and Arabic ; and (c) in 
Arabic. The coins issued during his second period bear his name 
in Arabic only. Unvala {op, cit,, p. 22, note) argues from the use of 
both Pehlevi and Arabic legends for the name of 'Umar that such coins 
were intended for two different regions of Tabaristan, the mountains 
and the plain, and that they emanated from two mints, Sari and Amul. 
This is most unlikely. On the same analogy one might declare that 
Khalid’s coins, which have no Arabic legends, were intended for the 
mountainous regions where Windad Hormuzd had his semi-protectorate. 

Besides these coins of Arab-Sassanian type 'Umar was also responsible 
for the minting of coins of conventional Muhammadan type in Tabari- 
stan (see foot-note, p. Ixxv). These will be included in a subsequent 
volume of this Catalogue. 

(hi) 8a%d ibn Da^laj 

For three years (a.h. 160-162/3)^ Sa'id governed Tabaristan between 
the dismissal of 'Umar ibn al-'Ala and his reinstatement. These two 
governors are the only ones in this series who have not only their own 
but their father’s names on some of their coins. In both cases such 
varieties are rare. There is no example so far in the National Collection. 
From Sa'id onwards also, the governor’s name is invariably written in 
Arabic. 

1 Zambaur (op. cit., p. 187) makes him governor for the first time in a.h. 141. He 
was actually then in a subordinate capacity as a commander of troops. 

2 Zambaur (op. cit.) places it between 154—158. The latter date is due to the tradition 
that *Umar was deposed by the new Caliph al-Mahdi who succeeded in that year, but 
there is no reason why the Caliph’s displeasure should not have been vented some time 
after his succession. The coins, moreover, support this. 

3 While Ibn Isfandiyar makes "^Umar’s second term of office last only one year, Zahir 
al-Din records it as three years. The coins support the latter. 

4 Both Ibn Isfandiyar and Zahir al-Din are agreed on three years as his period of 
office, a fact substantiated by the coins. 
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(iv') Yahya ibn Mihhndh (^3^^ (jj 

This governor, who succeeded 'Umar Ibn al-'Ala after the latter’s 
second term, of office, is said to have been a pleasant official during the 
short timehe wasin power (a.h. 164-165), He was succeeded, however, 
by 'Abd al-Hamid Madrub (165-166) whose imposition of new taxes on 
the native populace provoked the celebrated insurrection of Windad 
Hormuzd. 

{y) al-Harashl 

In A.H. 166 a new governor was in control, another Yahya, namely, 
Yahya ibn Da’ud ibn Mamdud al-Hara^L In order to avoid confusion ^ 
with his predecessor of the same name he has simply Hara^i on his, 
so far unique, coin. Mr. Rhuvon Guest tells me that Harashi’s father 
was first cousin of the king of Tabaristan, according to al-Kindi, 
Governors and Judges of Egypt, p. 122. 

I 

(vi) Sulaimdn {qaJL>) 

Between Hara^i and Sulaiman none of the governors mentioned by 
the historians have so far been found on coins. But, considering that 
Hara^i’s coin became known to us only in 1935, it is not improbable 
that the missing names ma}?’ one day be found. Sulaiman is called Ibn 
Musa by Ibn Isfandiyar but Ibn Mansur by Zahir al-Din. As his father’s 
name is not found on the coins it is impossible to be certain which is 
correct. Sulaiman’s governorship apparently lasted between a.h. 171 and 
173.^ His coins are remarkable in one respect. They have a geometric 
figure with an Arabic legend inserted in place of the face of the tradi- 
tional figure of the Ispahbad. It is conceivable that this is an icono- 
clastic tendency on the part of Sulaiman in accordance with the strict 
Muhammadan veto on the employment of images. A similar obverse 
type is revived on the unique coin of Fadl ibn Sahl at a later date 
(Catalogue, p. 160). 

(vii) Jarir 

Jarir’s name does not appear amongst the governors of Tabaristan 
in the annalists. He was no doubt a regional commissioner. His coins 
are known between a.h. 170 and 172, overlapping some of Sulaiman’s. 
Certain of the afzut coins also bear his name in the margin. 

^ Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 495 ; 1879, p. 110) actually ascribed the known coins 
of Yahya (ibn Mikhnak) to al-Harashi. Z&rnhmv {Manuel, p. 187) has done the same. 

2 Both Ibn Isfandiyar and Zahir al-Bln mention eight months, but the coins are 
definitely against this. 
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(viii) ilfa'arfd (j^) 

Like Jarir, Ma'add is only known from his coins of the year a.h. 173 
(p.-Y.E. 138). He may have succeeded the former as sub-governor. 
A unique APZUT coin has his name in the margin (Flag. 2, p. 158). 

(ix) Hdnl (jU) 

Han! ibn Han! is mentioned by the historians as the successor of 
Sulaiman. Their coins overlap somewhat. Hani’s term of office, ac- 
cording to the numismatic evidence, was between a.h. 172 and 173. He is 
praised for his benevolent guidance of affairs. His coins have the 
Arabic letter ^below his own name. If this stands for / justice ’ 
it seems not out of place in such a context. Unvala {op, cAt., p. 12) 
mentions a variety without the ^ below the name — incidentally, he is 
wrong in calling it a countermark. Amongst the numerous examples 
of Hani’s coins that I have examined I have never encountered such 
an instance. One of the supposed cases quoted by Unvala (no. 1617) is 
the coin of Han! dated 138 which is in the Copenhagen Museum. This 
is the coin catalogued by 0strup (no. 85) which I have been enabled to 
illustrate in this Catalogue (PI. XXXVIII. 13). It can readily be seen 
that Unvala is wrong and that the letter ^ is actually below the 
governor’s name. This leads me to be very sceptical of his other citations 
which I have been unable to test. 

(x) Muhdtil 

History is silent regarding MukatiL His coinage, which ranges from 
A.H. 172-176, shows that he was a sub-governor contemporary with 
Sulaiman, Jar!r, Ma'add, Hani, 'Abdallah, Kudaid, and Ibrahim. Con- 
sidering the comparatively lengthy term of office that he had, it is 
surprising that no mention of him has survived in the standard histories. 

(xi) 'Abdallah {ibn KaMaba} (ilaTti 411 Jlp) 

'Abdallah, according to the historians, was the successor of Hani. It 
is permissible to regard him as a son or descendant of the renowned 
general Kahtaba who helped to establish the 'Abbasid dynasty. 'Abd- 
allah’s name appears on coins between the years a.h. 174-176. His 
coins are by no means common. The unusual varieties recorded by 
Unvala are commented on in the Catalogue (p. 151). 
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(xii) Kudaid^. (JiJi) 

It is only recently that the coinage of this new governor— unrecorded 
hy the historians of Tabaristan— has come to light. Even his name is 
by no means certain, owing to the ambiguity of the Kufic script in 
which it is written (see U. 16, p. 152). His sole coin date is p.-y.e. 
HO = A.H. 175. This would indicate that he was a sub-governor under 
'Abdallah ibn Kahtaba. 

(xiii) Ibrahim 

Like Mukatil and Kudaid, his contemporaries, Ibrahim has left no 
trace of his activities on the pages of history. His rare coins, however, 
show that he was in ofSce during the years a.h. 175-176. 

(xiv) al-Fadl ibn Sahl (J^ ^ 

Like the founder of the Barmecide family al-Fadl was of Iranian 
origin. He was converted to Islam only in a.h. 190, some seven years 
before the unique coin of his in this series was struck. After the death 
of the Caliph Harun al-Ra^id in 193 occurred the struggle between 
his sons al-Amin and al-Ma’munfor their rights. Al-Fadl supported the 
latter. Following the defeat of Amin’s forces in 195 al-Fadl had many 
honours heaped upon him. Ma’mun gave him the post of governor- 
general of the Eastern Provinces and the title of Dliul-R€dsatain. 
‘ Lord of the Two Commands ’ (i.e. chief minister of state and commander- 
in-chief of the army). Both his name and title appear on this remark- 
able coin of his struck for Tabaristan in p.-y.e. 161 = a.h. 197.^ By 
202/3 he had fallen from grace and the Caliph had him assassinated.^ 


IV. The "Abbdsid Coins of BuMhdrd 

Geographically these coins bring us across the celebrated River Oxus, 
our modern Amu Darya, into the Transoxine province of Sughd. the 
classical Sogdiana, in Central Asia, the two principal towns of which 
were BuMiara (IjWcj) and Samarkand (jili^). TheOxus, or ‘ the River 
(al-Nahr), as the Arabs called it, was the general traditional line of 

1 His name also appears on the conventional 'Abbasid coins, examples of which will 
be included in a subsequent volume of this Catalogue. 

2 The continuance of his title ^ on coins of Raiy (Muhammadiya) as late as. 

A.H. 204 rather impugns the authenticity of the historical records. 


INTRODUCTION Ixxxi 

: demarcatioii between the Persians., and. the Turks, that is, between Iran 
and Turan. At the time of the. Arab penetration of Traiisoxiana 
numerous tribes of either Turkish or Ephthalite or niixed^ origin were 
in occupation. It is of interest in this connexion to note the state- 
ment of Mas'udi : ^ ‘The Ephthalites [Hayatila) are the Sugiid who live 
between Bukhara and Samarkand.’ We have already considered the 
Ephthalite power in the Cisoxine province of Khurasan (see above, 
p. Ixix). The intimate connexion between the two provinces, with their 
tribal relationship, is exemplified in the old-fashioned genealogical 
system which makes Khurasan and Haital {ih-Q BingnlBx oi Hayatila) 
the descendants of Noah.^ The Arabic historians, however, do not 
clearty distinguish between Hayatila (Ephthalites) and Atra>h (Turks), so 
that such racial classifications have to be taken with reserve. We know 
that Sogdiana was invaded by Turkish hordes at the end of the seventh 
century a.b. (c, a.h. 70); this was after the first Arab inroads. We 
also find an alliance being made between the natives of the Transoxine 
Province and the Turkish Edians in order to expel the Muhammadan 
governors. 

Briefly the early history of the Arabs in Sogdiana, during the period 
with which we are concerned here, may be outlined as follows : 

In A.H. 54 (a.b. 674) ‘Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, the Umaiyad governor 
of Ediurasan. crossed the Oxus and encountered the army of the native 
prince whose title was the Bukhar-Khuda. literally ‘ Lord of Buttara 
The latter was defeated and a treaty was made, whereby tribute was 
paid to the conquerors. Two thousand of the enemy soldiery are said 
to have been transported by 'Ubaidallah to Basra, his capital in Trak, 
to form his personal bodyguard. In this can see foreshadowed the 
later practice of the ‘Abbasid Caliphs of surrounding themselves with 
bands of Turkish mercenaries. 

The available historical traditions of the period are far from complete 
or satisfactory. A semi-legendary figure of a Turkish queen-regent is 
credited with a role of some importance in the political affairs following 
the first Arab invasion. She is given the familiar Turkish designation 
of Khdtun. or Lady. Tabari ^ calls her Kabaj -Khdtun . and makes her 
the wife of the ruling king of the Turks. But there is a great deal of dis- 
crepancy in the fragmentary accounts of her regency. The consideration 
that her son Tu ghsh ada. on whose behalf she is sometimes said to have 
taken over the reins of government after her husband’s death, is 

1 Miiruj al-Dhahah, ii, p. 195, quoted by Marquarfc, Erdn^ahr, p. 308. 

2 See Marquart, ibid., p. 307, ^ ii, p. 169. 
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apparently still only a youth some twenty years later, points to some 
chronological error in the historians. 

After "Ubaidallah, Sa'id ibn 'Utibman in a.h. 56 carried the occu- 
pation of Sogdiana still farther. But the tide of conquest receded 
for a few years till Salm ibn Ziyad led a memorable expeditionary 
force into the province and spent the winter in Samarkand (a.h. 63-64). 
The general disruption about this time throughout the Caliphate not 
unnaturally led to a relaxation of the Arab control in Transoxiana. 
It was not until A.H. 77 that Umaiya ibn ^Abdallah endeavoured to 
restore the Umaiyad suzerainty in the province. But he was soon 
recalled and the administration of the Eastern Provinces and the 
extension of the Islamic state passed into the hands of the redoubt- 
able Hajjaj ibn Yusuf. Some years later he recommended to the 
governorship of Khurasan the distinguished Arab general Kutaiba ibn 
Muslim, who succeeded where his predecessors had failed, and for the 
first time firmly established Arab control in the territory across the 
Oxus. This was about the years a.h. 89-91. Nezak, the Ephthalite 
rebel leader, was one of the many native princes in revolt who were 
destroyed in the campaign. But, generally speaking, Kutaiba wisely 
utilized these members of the petty dynasties of the land for his own 
purposes. Under Arab governors dispatched from Khurasan the native 
chieftains retained their estates and a measure of local government. 
Kutaiba, for example, diplomatically installed Tu ghsh ada. the son of 
the old Queen-Regent Khatun, as Prince of BuMiara. The latter 
strengthened his own position by becoming a Muslim, and is said to have 
ruled for thirty years until, about a.h. 121, he was murdered. But the 
Arab occupation of Sogdiana was far from consolidated. Especially 
after the death of Kutaiba in a.h. 96 we find a set-back to the Muham- 
madan advance. The Turkish tribes were not all willing to accept the 
loss of their former independence, and they appear to have received 
certain support from China. There are several records of Chinese 
embassies extant. It is also of some interest to note the appearance on 
the scene, during this period of flux, of a young Sassanian prince 
Khusrau, son of Firoz and grandson of Yezdigird III. His endeavour 
to restore the kingdom of his forefathers was unavailing. There were 
more formidable forces in conflict. After many reverses of fortune the 
Muhammadans once more gained the ascendancy in Transoxiana, 
following the appointment of the very capable Nasr ibn Saiyar as 
governor of l^urasan and its Transoxine dependencies. Peace and 
prosperity came to Sogdiana. The payment of taxes — that ever 
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recurring source of contention— was regulated, though not without op- 
position. All landowners were compelled to pay the land-tax 
irrespective ' of their being Muslims. Many natives had gone over to 
the new faith of Islam expressly to avoid this taxation. But only non- 
Muslims were required to pay the poll-tax (jizya) as well. The revolu- 
tionary movements that hastened the downfall of the Umaiyad 
Caliphate, however, disturbed the last years of Nasr’s administration. 
He died in a.h. 131, having been spared the final triumph of Abu Muslim 
and the 'Abbasid partisans. 

About this time also we find mention again of the Bukhar-Khuda. 
This time it is Kutaiba, son of Tu ghsh ada. who had been so named 
after the first great Arab conqueror of the land. He allied himself with 
Abu Muslim and helped to suppress a counter-revolutionary move- 
ment. Nevertheless, soon afterwards he is said to have been put to 
death by Abu Muslim’s orders on the ground of apostasy. Whether 
he is also to be identified with a son of Tu ghsh ada called Sakan (jK**'), 
recorded by Narshakhi. is problematical. His brother (or son?), the 
BuMiar-IOiuda Baniyat, succeeded him. But having associated himself 
with the religious revolt of al-Mukanna", 'the Veiled Prophet of Khura- 
san V he perished in the latter’s downfall. The title, however, still 
survived as late as the Samanid dynasty. 

Under the early 'Abbasid Caliphs the administration of Transoxiana 
remained under the central control of the governors of Khurasan. 
Time and again these governors were called upon to pacify or suppress 
rebellious elements in their territories. With these numerous distur- 
bances we are not directly concerned here. The names of several of 
the governors, such as Musaiyab ibn Zuhair and Chitrif ibn 'Ata, are, 
however, linked with the history of the special BulAaran dirhams 
which are described in this Catalogue. They will be dealt with in due 
course. So far as the subsequent history of Transoxiana is concerned, 
we can safely draw to a close with the successful policy of the seventh 
'Abbasid Caliph al-Ma’mun (a.h. 198-218), who encouraged his Iranian 
subjects by appointing them to administrative offices. The resplendent 
period of Islamic culture that resulted in these Central Asian Provinces 
must in large measure be credited to him. 

As the coins described in this section of the Catalogue fall within 
the reigns of the first 'Abbasid Caliphs the following dynastic data may 
prove useful : 
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THE EARLY 'ABBlSID CALIPHS 


(1) al-Saffab 

(A.H. 132-136) 


—(2) al-Mansur 

(A.H. 136-158) 

(3) al-Mahdi 

(A.H. 158-169) 

i 

1 

(4) al-Hadi 


1 

(5) Harun al-B.ashid 

(A.H. 169-170) 


(A.H. 170-193) 

(6) al-Amin 

1 

(7) al-Ma’mun 

(8) al-Mu'tasim 

(A.H. 193-198) 

(A,H. 198-218) 

(A.H. 218-227) 


The coins of Bu^ara with Sassanian types are, roughly speaking, of 
two classes: (1) those issued by the native BuMiaran princes, and 
(2) those issued by the Arab governors. All the second class have 
Arabic legends. It is with the latter that we are more particularly 
concerned in the present study, though it is necessary to deal briefly 
with the antecedent class as well. 

The remarkable feature of all these coins of Bukhara is that they 
are based on the coin-types of the Sassanian King Bahram or Varah- 
ran V — Bahram the Mighty Hunter of Persian legend — who reigned 
three centuries before (a.b. 420-438). He had led a successful expedition 
against the Ephthalites in Khurasan towards the end of his reign, and 
the extension of Sassanian influence into the Transoxine provinces 
thus inaugurated led, as we can imagine, to the circulation of his 
drachms amongst the populace, who must previously have used Ku^an 
coins. This fact must account for the preference that the later Bukharan 
princes during the Umaiyad Caliphate had for the continuance of this 
coin-type, whereas their Arab contemporaries in Iran, almost without 
exception, favoured the types of Ediusrau II (a.'jd. 590-628). Even in 
the Cisoxine province of Khurasan the Arab-Ephthalite coinage, as we 
have seen (p. Ixv), followed the Khusrau tradition. 

The family resemblance between the BuMiaran coins and their proto- 
type, the Sassanian drachms of Bahram V, is readily seen in Plate 
XXVIII. Beyond a general gradual debasement the obverse and 
reverse types vary but little. The greatest change takes place in 
the legends. The reverse legend on Bahram’s coin is the Pehlevi mint- 
name MRW (Merv), which corresponds to the later Pehlevi form of the 
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word on Arab-Sassanian coins (see Table of Mint-Names, no. 41). This 
disappears from the Bu]^aran imitations, which have no mention either 
of mint or date. 

The obverse Pehlevi legend on the Sassanian drachms of Bahrarn V, 
beginning behind the king’s head and running anti-clockwise, is as 
follows: MZDYSN BGI BAMSHTEI VEHEAN MLKAN MLKA (1.6. Mazda- 
Worshipper, divine being, prosperity of the realm, Varahran, King 
of Kings). Of this legend the only portion that survives in a debased 
form on the Bukharan imitations is that to the left of the king’s 
head. The Pehlevi legend to the right of the king is displaced by 
another in a script that may conveniently be termed Bu^aran. This 
will be considered later. The debasement of the Pehlevi portion can 
be demonstrated from the following examples: 


Catalogue, p. 163, PL 
>. p.163. 

XXVIII. b 1 

■ V b2 


JJ 

p. 163, 

,, b 3 

C^LUJ 

JJ 

p. 163, 

„ b4 


3J 

p. 163, 

b5 



p. 164, 

00 


Thomas (Awm. Chrm., 1881, p. 121, and Indian Antiquary, 1879, p.271) 
regarded the legend on the last two examples as Arabic for Sunni, 
‘orthodox’. Markoff (iJegfisire, p. 15) read it as the Arabic 

Allotte de la Fuye {Num. Chron., 1927, p. 167) also regarded it as 
Arabic, but of uncertain significance. Lerch (Nw Jes 7nonnaies des 
Boukhdr- Khoudahs) oorrectly, in my opinion, considered it as derivable 
from the Pehlevi. An examination of the above table ought to make 
this view perfectly natural. For this reason the Museum specimens of 
this class are not included in the present Catalogue, except for a few 
representative specimens for purposes of illustration, since I do not 
consider that there is any evidence that they were actually issued by 
the Muhammadan governors of BuMiara. It is stated in some his- 
torical accounts that the minting of BuMiaran silver coins by the native 
princes was begun during the Caliphate of Abu Bakr (a.h. 11-13). This 
may or may not be true. But it is certain that at least during the 
Umaiyad Caliphate, and in the early years of the 'Abbasid regime up 
to the appearance of the BuMiaran coins with the Arabic names of 
'Abbasid Caliphs and governors, these native dirhams were issued. 
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They unfortunately have neither date nor personal name of a ruler nor 
any other detail that could establish their precise chronological position. 
We can only conclude that most of them are pre-'Abbasid. 

Even this dating has only been made possible chiefly by the research 
of Pierre Lerch, who in 1876 was the first to read the BuMiaran, or as 
he called it the Sogdian, script on these coins, and was therefore 
enabled to attribute them to the Princes of Bukhara. When Fraehn 
{Novae Symbolae, PL ii, no. 14, pp. 45-6) first published examples in 
1819 he ascribed them to the Khazars. Later (in his Ibn Fozlan, p. 78) 
he doubted this, and regarded them as the coinage of the Turks of the 
tenth century who overcame the Samanids. Stiokel {Handbuch, ii, 
p. 122) thought likewise. Then appeared Lerch’s valuable contribution 
to the International Congress of Orientalists at St. Petersburg in 1876 
(published in 1879 in the TravauXy vol. ii, pp. 419-29). He considered 
the undeciphered legend to consist of eleven characters in a form of 
script derived from Aramaic. His transcription was as follows : 

i.e. (from r. to 1.) Bukhar Khuddat. 

This Bu^aran name-legend incidentally takes the place of the Pehlevi 
name-legend on the Bahram V prototypes. Lerch was also able to 
support his interpretation by quoting the ‘ History of Bu^ara ’ 
^jt) written by NarshaMii, which contains a chapter on the 
coinage of the country. As this provides historical data of numismatic 
importance to the present study it is necessary to consider it briefly. 

The original Arabic text made by Narshakhi in a.h. 332, and pre- 
sented to the Samanid ruler Nuh ibn Nasr, was afterwards (in a.h. 522) 
translated into Persian by al-Kubawi, though with omissions. A further 
abridged edition was made by Muhammad ibn Zufar about a.h. 574, 
and an unknown historian continued the tale down to the Mongol con- 
quest. The Persian translator incidentally added information mainly 
from the ' Treasuries of Science ’ (^ JJ\ a book composed by the 

historian Naisabiiri (see Barthold, Turkestan, /p. 15). The text has been 
published by Ch. Schefer^ from manuscripts in Paris. The extracts 
quoted here are based on this edition. 

'^Description topograpMque et Jiistorique dc Bouhh^ Mohammed NerchaTchy^ 

Paris, 1892. Although he promised to produce a translation, he failed to do so. There 
is also an edition lithographed in Bukhara. A Kussian translation by IST. Lykoshin, 
supervised by Barthold, was published in 1897 at Tashkent. Lerch himself {op. cit., 
pp. 426-8, f.n. 1) gives the text of Narshakhi relative to the coinage, and Allotte de la 
Fuye in his article in the Num. Chron., 1927, pp. 159-60 provides a literal translation in 
French of certain passages from Schefer's text. See also MarkoU’s Begistre, pp. 16 ff. 
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■ What then does NarAaMi! tell ns about the BnHiaran coinage ? 

(a) ' Pieces of pure silver were struck in Bukhara in the Caliphate 
of Abu Bakr. Previous to this period there was no coinage in Bu^ara ’ 
(p. 6). We have already dealt with the first part of this statement 
above. The second part can only be relatively true. Sassanian and 
Ephthalite coins must have circulated in Buttara before the Arab 
conquest, but the statement is probably correct if we confine it to coins 
with the title of the Bukhar-KIiuda. 

(b) ' The first person to mint silver in Bu^ara was a king named 

Kana (l*^) Bukhar Khudat (ola>- jUa) who reigned in BuMiara for 
thirty years. At Bukhara there were merchants who sold linen and 
wheat who drew his attention to the fact that silver money was minted 
in other countries. So he ordered money to be minted at BuWiara in 
pure silver oJaS] and commanded his portrait with crown to be 

engraved thereon. This happened in the time of the Caliphate of 
the Commander of the Faithful Abu Bakr (May Allah Most High be 
pleased with him !) and lasted until the time of Harun ahRa^id, when 
Ghitrif ibn 'Ata became governor of Khurasan in the month of 
Ramadan a.h. 185. This Ghitrif was the maternal uncle of Harun 
al-Ra^id . . (p, 34). 

The numismatic evidence, as we shall see, is against this. It is true that 
we have Bu^aran coins with the name of the Caliph Harun (Catalogue, 
nos. 338-43, p. 168) — although so far none with Ghitrif ’s name has 
come to light — but we have also got examples that can be placed even 
earlier, namely in the reign of the Caliph al-Mahdi (a.h. 158-169) 
(Catalogue, pp. 164-7). We shall deal with these later. 

NarshakhI has more to tell us of the coinage of Ghitrif, but as it 
largely deals with a metrological aspect of the Bukharan coinage it is 
better considered when we come to that section (see pp. cl f.). 

Before we pass on to the Bukharan coins issued in 'Abbasid times 
with legends in Arabic, we must turn our attention for a moment to 
the above-mentioned ingenious interpretation proposed by Lerch. 
IJranin (in Revue Numismatiqm, 1891, 'p, 224:yLn. l)did not consider the 
reading Bukhar Khuddat as suflficiently conclusive, though he did not 
supply an alternative. This opinion he based on the variant legends 
transcribed by Markoff (in his Monnaies Arsacides, &c., p. 133, nos. 1-9) 
from specimens in St. Petersburg. But Markoff’s representations of 
legends, as I have occasion to point out more than once in this Catalogue, 
are far from reliable. Prof. Otto Donner (in Journal de la Sociite Finno- 
Ougrienne, vol. xiv, p. 37) has likewise been misled, as Drouin was, 
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by Markoff’s alleged variants, which he reproduces. An examination 
of many specimens of these coins, both in this country and abroad, has 
shown me that this particular name-legend really varies but slightly. 
I am glad to note that Zambaur (in Num, Zeit,, 1928, p. 126) is of the 
same opinion that it occurs ‘mit nur unwesentlichen Varianten auf 
alien Miinzen dieser Serie ’. 

The attribution to the BuMiar-Khudas. so brilliantly made by Leroh, 
is beyond question. Nevertheless, his interpretation of the end of the 
BuMiaran coin legend is by no means established. Let us consider it. 
Lerch read it (from r. to 1.) thus : 

TADDXTKH 

He stated (op. cit,, p. 429) that the name is found in manuscripts both 
with double d and single d (oU>- or olji>-). He concludes, from his inter- 
pretation of the coin-legend, that the former is the more correct one. 
In Schefer's edition of the Narshakhi texts no such form with double d 
occurs. What we do find in Schefer are the forms Khuddt and 

Khudd. The original final letter o of the latter, we can reasonably 
suppose, had no etymological value, but under Arabic influence it 
became a td marbuta (&), which in later Persian practice took the form 
of an ordinary id tawlla (o). Leroh, in a continuation of his work (in 
Russian), dealt with the etymological implications of the name, but 
when he died only ten folios and four plates had been printed. This 
unfinished study was afterwards edited and published under the 
auspices of the St. Petersburg Archaeological Society {Trudy VosL Otd, 
Arkh. Obshch.j "pt, xviii, 1875). 

To substantiate this reading of Khudddt. Lerch has to trace its history 
back to a more ancient Zend word J^wadddta, meaning ‘ self-created ’ 
(ob + .^), a special appellation of God which he considered came, in 
course of time, to be applied to the Princes of BuHiara. But they are 
more likely to have been designated by the old Iranian word which 
expressed the idea of ' God, or Lord’ (modern Persian Khuda. cf. the 
cognate title Khedive) and which had no final t. 

The difficulties arising from Lerch’s reading of the end portion 
of the name-legend have been recently reviewed by the veteran 
numismatist Ailotte de la Fuye (op. ci^., pp. 175 ff.), who has proposed 
to read the disputed letters as khtjd kaxa. thus making twelve letters 
instead of the eleven of Lerch, thus : kaxa instead of bat. The 

similarity, and consequent confusion, between n and k in scripts 
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of the Aramaic family would easily account for the divergence of inter- 
pretation in the case of the first letter of this group. As for the last 
letter, Lerch regarded it as a t merely because of the form of the name 
Kliudat in Nar^a&i.. The interesting point about Allotte de la Euye’s 
reading is that the full legend becomes BuMdr Khnd Kdnd, which can 
readily be equated with the actual name of the Prince of .BuMiara who 
is credited with introducing the local coinage according to Nar^aMii, 
namely, Kdnd BuJchdr-Khudd (see above, p. Ixxxvii). 

Objections, however, can be raised against the reading Khud as much 
as against Lerch’s Khudddt as being linguistically weak. But Allotte 
de la Puye, who recognized the difficulty, has published a BuHiaran 
coin (Num, Chron,, 1927, p. 166, no. 4, PI. VIII. 3) with a different 
legend from the usual one, and one which, moreover, continues across 
the bust of the king. In this legend he maintains he finds justification 
for the form khud (or hud as he transliterates it). 

The transcription of the legend on this coin is given by him (p. 165, 4) 

as follows : ^ : ■ 

t ^ H < H H i 4 tO ? dukhnaadkhbakhub 

This he interprets as BulAar Khudaan Khud. i.e. the Lord of Lords 
of Bu^ara’. The title as such would have analogies in the Malkdn 
Malkd, ‘ King of Kings of Sassanian, and the Shdhdn Shah, ^ Shah of 
Shahs ’, of later Persian coins. Obviously, if this is the case, the rest of 
the legend across the bust contains the prince’s name, but, as Allotte 
de la Puye points out, the script is so uncertain that he cannot find 
in it either the name of Kana, or of any other of the Eukhar-Kfaudas 
whose names are known to us from the annals. A second specimen 
of this type was sold at the White King Sale {Schulman, Sept., 1904, 
PI. VIII, no. 848), though attributed wrongly to Bahram Cobin. Markoff 
apparently bought it for the Ermitage, but I have been unable to 
verify this. The legend, however, in this case is not quite so distinct. 
After a careful examination of the legends of both specimens from 
plates, my opinion is that Allotte de la Fuye’s interpretation is very 
feasible ; although, no doubt, if clearer examples come to light some 
more decisive conclusion than this may be reached. 

The more common legend, already considered, of Bukhar KJnid Kdnd 
(if w^e accept Allotte de la Fuye’s reading) has a long run. It continues 
unchanged even along with the Arabic legends, until the times of the 
Caliph Harim al-Ra^Id, when finally all traces of the local BulAaran 
script disappear from the coins and the legends become altogether 
Arabic. None of these BuHiaran coins with Arabic legends can be dated 
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before the early 'Abbasid dynasty. In the Catalogue they have been 
classified into two main divisions : 

A. With Bilingual Legends, and 

B. With Arabic Legends only. 

We shall now consider these in turn and try to determine their 
chronology. 

A. With Bilingual Legends 

In all the coins of this group the usual Bu^aran legend referring to 
the BuMiar’Khuda occurs ; but, in addition, on the left of the crowned 
bust, in place of the debased Pehlevi legend, there is substituted a legend 
in Arabic. As this legend contains the name of one of the early 'Abbasid 
Caliphs, or of one of their governors, it is possible to place the coins in 
question in some sort of chronological framework. The following scheme 
is suggested as an approximation only, the reasons for which will be 
given below when we consider each case individually : 

Bilingual Coins of BuMidrd 

(a) With name ju^c® [Muhammad), a.h. 158-163 (a.d. 775-780) 

(b) With name [ahMaMl), a.h. 163-166 (a.d. 780-783) 

(c) With legend 4) [al-Mahdl aUFadl lilldh), a.h. 166-169 

(A.D. 783-785) 

(d) With legend ^ja iiUJl [Mahdlyat aUKhallfa Musa), a.h. 169- 

170 (A.D. 785-786) 

[Zambaur’s unpublished coin with name (Jafar), a.h. 171-173 ?] 

(e) With legend \^a [Mahdlyat al-Khalifa Hdrun): am. 170- 

193 (A.D. 786-809). 

(a) The coins with the name Muhammad are described in the Catalogue 
on p. 164. Several explanations of this name might be put forward : 

(1) As a pious reference to the Prophet of Islam himself. Allotte de 
la Puye [op. cit., p. 184) considers that if this were the case these coins 
might have been issued by the early Bukhar-Khudas. such as Tu ghsh ada 
and his son Kutaiba, who were converts to the new Faith. This is 
most unlikely. The coins of this type are so closely linked in brevity 
of legend with the al-Mahdi coins, group (b), that they must be almost, 
if not completely, coeval. 

(2) The fact that the Caliph al-Mahdfs other name was Muhammad 
would fit the circumstances very well. This member of the 'Abbasid 
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royal house actually had his name al-Mahdi Muhammad on coins of 
the conventional Muhammadan type struck during the reign o 
father al-Mansur (a.h. 136-158). As heir-apparent he was appomW 
to the governorship of the East in A.H. 141. In fact the great ci y o 
Eaiy was rebuilt by him under the name of al-Muhammadiya, he 
new name which appears on the regular 'Abbasid coins from a.Sv 
onwards.1 It is therefore not at all improbable that the name on tiese 
Bu^aran coins may refer to the Caliph al-Mahdi, either before or a er 

his accession in A.H. 158. , , x> i 

(3) The fact that the long variety of Arabic legend on these Bu^aian 

coins was in full use under the Caliphs al-HMi and Harun al-»d, 
as we shall see, makes it most unlikely that the simple legend type 
Muhammad can refer to the later Caliph al-Amin, who was also called 

Muhammad. ,, , ^ 

(4) There is a fourth possibility, which has the added suppor 
annals, namely, that the name is that of some governor. 

Al-Makdisi^ in referring to the taxes of this period and region 
mentions three kinds of dirhams in circulation 
Muhammadlya, Musaiyablya, and ^ ^ a 

interesting detail, which is certainly a romantic touch, that M^ha^m d 
Musaiyab, and Ghitrif were three brothers who were responsible for e 
coins in question. The two last-named are 
Zuhair (a.h. 163-166) and Ghitrif ibn 'A^a (appomted a.h. 1 ), 

known governors of Khurasan and the Transoxine provinces Accorumg 
to Gardim (quoted by Barthold, T«rto, p. 205) the fi^-named ^ 

Muhammad ibn Dahda. As his name is not 

known governors, he was probably a subordinate ^ J 

Whether the coins with the name Muhammad bore his name, o 
of the Caliph al-Mahdi, we are apparently not far wrong in rega g 

them as the Muhammadiya dirhams historians, and 

their place in the above chronological framework , 

(b) This group certainly bears the name of the third Abbasi 
al-Mahdi (168-169). There are two varieties of these coins ; W 
three pellets on the bust; and (ii) a rare variety with the Ar 
exclamation ^ ^ ' Bravo ! ’ on the busk These particular coins I con- 
sider to be the Musaiyablya dirhams annalists, which 

were struck by the governor Musaiyab ibn Zuhair, who successtully 

1 See Miles, TJie Numismatic History ofBayy, p. 31. 

2 De Goeje, Bibliotheca Geograpkorum Arabicorum, lu, pp. 4 • 
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quelled the rebellion of the ' Veiled Prophet ’ and his ally the BuMiar 
Khnda Baniyat. He was in control in the years a.h. 163-166. 

(o) The Arabic on the coins of this group contains two names : 
(i) that of the Caliph al-Mahdi; and (ii) that of a governor named 
al-Fadl. The phrase used al~Fadl lilldh may be translated ^ How 
excellent is al-Fadl ! A parallel to this usage has been noted on the 
Arab-Sassanian coins of the Umaiyad governor Talha ibn 'Abdallah 
(see p. 95). There are two governors of Khurasan and its dependencies 
at this time of the name of al-Fadl. (i) al-Fadl ibn Sulaiman (a.h. 166- 
171) and (ii) al-Fadl ibn Yahy a al-Barmaki (a.h. 177-179). The former 
is almost certainly the one recorded on the coins since, firstly, he 
succeeded Musaiyab, who was no doubt responsible for the coins of the 
preceding group (b), and, secondly, he was governing in the reign of 
al-Mahdl, whose name precedes his, whereas the other al-Fadl did not 
function until later under the Caliph Harun. The reason why I have 
dated these coins between the years 166-169 is because a new type of 
coin (Group d) can be dated with certainty to the years 169-170. 

(d) This new group is due to my good fortune in coming across 
a unique and hitherto unpublished specimen in the Istanbul Museum 
with the legend Mahdlyat-al-Khallfa Musa, i.e. ' Mahdiya of the Caliph 
Musa’. Musa was the other name of the Caliph al-Hadi, the son and 
successor of al-Mahdi and the brother of Harun al-Ra^id. His brief 
reign (a.h, 169-170) provides a most useful fixed date in the chronology 
of these Bukharan coins. The word Mahdiya is obviously a coin 
denomination, having reference to the preceding coins with the name 
of al-Mahdi struck during his Caliphate. The feminine form of the 

name presupposes some word like sikha (aSC^) ^ money’ ot fidda (5^) 

' silver ’ understood, rather than which is masculine. 

Another unique Bu^aran coin, which no doubt ought to be included 
at this point in the chronology, is an unpublished specimen with the 
name Ja'far ( jbor) ^gioss the bust, which has been briefly mentioned 
by Zambaur, but neither illustrated nor described, in his review ^ of 
Col. Allotte de la Fuye’s article. The coin is in Zambaur’s own collection 
at present housed in the Vienna Museum. It is to be hoped that it will 
be reproduced some day soon for the benefit of students. The name 
Ja'far may probably be that of the governor Ja'far ibn al-Ash'atii who 
ruled in the years a.h. 171-173, though it might also be that of Ja'far 
ibn Yahy a al-Barmaki, the favourite of the Caliph Harun al-Ra^id. 


1 Num. Ze%t., 1928, p. 127. 
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Perhaps when the coin itself is published, however, it may be easier to 
decide. 

(e) The Arabic legend on the coins of this group is similar to that on 
the preceding group (d) except that Harun’s name has been substituted 
for that of Musa. A 'Mahdiya of the Caliph Harim’ obviously falls: 
within the years a.h. 170-193. If we regard these particular coins as 

being the Ghitrlflya dirhams which we have already 

mentioned, we might even date their first issue more precisely. Ghitrif 
ibn 'Ata was governor of Khurasan and its dependent territories in 
the years a.h. 174-176. If this group of coins was struck at this date 
they might naturally follow the coinage with the name of Ja'far referred 
to by Zambaur, which I have suggested above might have been issued, 
about A.H. 171-173. On the other hand, according toNarshaMii (p. 34) 
Ghitrif’s manipulation of the coinage, which we shall consider later, 
was in the year a.h, 185. Moreover, the coins of this group in the 
Museum Collection are far from betraying any considerable baseness in 
their metallic composition such as would warrant their being considered 
a^s Ghitrlflya dirhams. So far, however, no coins with the name of 
Ghitrif have come to light to settle the difficulty. Perhaps his name 
was never put on the coinage. Barthold (op. cit., p. 207) is quite wrong 
in stating that, in his view, ‘ the words of Nar^alffii and Sam'toi (in 
spite of Prof. N. Veselovsky’s opinion) do not allow of any doubt that 
the names of the three viceroys [i.e. Muhammad ibn Dahda, Musaiyab 
ibn Zuhair, and Ghitrif ibn 'Ata] were engraved on coins, perhaps not 
in Arabic, but in Aramaic characters ’. It was by no means a sine 
qua non that these governors’ names should be placed on their coins, 
though it is always a possibility. We have, in fact, already noted two 
or three cases where they do occur. But that their names should be 
written in Aramaic (or Buj^aran) script is highly unlikely. As we have 
already mentioned the Aramaic legend on all these coins varies but 
little. The only real variant legend is simply an expansion of the 
Bukfaar-Kliuda title. 

In concluding this outline of the Bilingual Coins of Bulffiara it should 
be noted that the 6'^^ Glasse, Legende arabe , of Allotte de 

la Fuye {op. cit., p. 171) is due to a misreading of the legend on a coin 
in the Stroganoff Collection illustrated by Tiesenhausen {Notice, p. 11, 
PL I. 6). The latter also misread the legend. An examination of the 
plate clearly shows that the correct reading is and 

the coin in question is but another specimen of the above group (e). 
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B. With Arabic Legends only 

On coins of this class all trace of BnMiaran script has completely 
disappeared. Obviously they are later in date than the preceding 
coins. Internal evidence confirms this as we shall see. So far two 
Arabic legends only are known on the coins of this class : 

( 1 ) 4I5 U.^ i 4I5I i}j^j 

(ii) (?) 

(i) The interpretation of this legend presents several difficulties in the 
last four words only, the rest is beyond question. It goes : ‘ In the 
name of Allah ; Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah ; A Muhammadiya 
ordered by . . .’. The first word that follows might be one of two 
things : aLAmir, " the Governor Vor ah Amin, a proper name. Markoff 
{Begistre, p. 13) and Allotte de la Fuye (ojp. cit,, p. 173), without con- 
sidering the alternative, chose the former interpretation, no doubt 
influenced by the proper names that follow. But it seems to me on 
epigraphic grounds that this is inadmissible. The last letter of the 
word cannot be an r, since it does not resemble the Kufic r which 
occurs already in two words in the same legend, namely s^iid ja\. 
On the other hand, it most certainly agrees in shape with the last 
letter of Sulaiman My conclusion is that the word must be read 

as al-Amin. If so, then these coins were struck some time in the 
Caliphate of al-Amin, a.h. 193-198. The coin denomination Muham- 
madlya we have already come across applied to the early 'Abbasid 
Bukharan coins with the name Muhammad. The present instance may 
be an extension of this usage, or else a reference to the Caliph al-Amin 
himself, whose other name was Muhammad. The next two words that 
present difficulty can be read most naturally as 'All and Sulaiman. 
Markoff and Allotte de la Fuye read them both as the name of a 
particular governor. Markoff^ wondered, however, whether the Arabic 
word ibn (y) between the two might not be concealed in the orna- 
mentation. But there is no trace at all of this. Another possibility 
that might present itself is that stands for Jp 

‘ by the agency of Sulaiman an oft recurring phrase in Arabic numis- 
matic legends, especially after a preceding 4) ja\ L®. This suggestion, 
however, I do not wish to stress. In fact I think the last word 4 !) 
lilldh is against this interpretation. It obviously tags on at the end of 

JRegistre, Tp, 22. 


INTKODUCTION 


xcv 


the legend, although Thomas {Indian Antiquary, ii, p. 118, and Nnm. 
Chron,, 1881, p, 128) thought fit to put it at the begimiing. 
Sulaimdn Ulldh seems to me to be analogous to al-Fadl lilldh on the 
coins of Group (c) above. In consequence my translation of the whole 
legend is as follows : 

Mn the name of Allah: Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah. (This is) a 
Muhammadiya which al-Amin ordered. Well done, 'Aii (and) Sulaiman 1 ’ 

As it is most unlikely that a Muhammadan would have such a double 
name as 'Ali Sulaiman at this early date, it seems natural to consider 
two governors as being intended. The absence of a conjunction between 
the names is not without parallel. 

Can these Bu]^aran coins, then, have been struck on behalf of the 
Caliph al- Amin? Let us glance at the historical situation. Al-Amin 
was so called by his father Harun al-Rashid in the year 173 (or 175) 
when he appointed him heir-apparent ^j). A few years later his 
brother 'Abdallah, who was al-Amin’s senior by a few months, but the 
son of a Persian (?) slave-girl, was designated successor to the heir- 
apparent (o^p \Jj) and called al-Ma’mun. In 186 the lands of the 
Caliphate were apportioned amongst Harun’s sons as follows: 'Irak, 
Syria, Egypt, and Africa went to al-Amin ; Khurasan and the Eastern 
Provinces, between Hamadhan and the Indus, formed Ma’mun’s share ; 
while the lands toward the Byzantine frontiers were allotted to a third 
son, al-Kasim. Deep-rooted rivalry existed between Amin and Ma’mun, 
which came to a head with the death of their father in a.h. 193. Two 
years later Amin deposed his brother and sent a large army under the 
famous general 'Ali ibn 'Isa to subdue the Eastern Provinces. The 
dramatic defeat and death of the latter near Raiy marked the beginning 
of Amin’s downfall. Ma’mun owed his success to his commander Tahir, 
the founder of the later dynasty of the Tahirids. 

If the above-mentioned coins were issued in Amin’s name as the 
legends seem to testify, they are the only coins of Bul^ara with his name. 
The regular 'Abbasid dirhams of conventional Muhammadan type begin 
in A.H. 193. The copper ones are earlier. One of this date has no 
Caliph’s name and might therefore have been issued under HarunA We 
have coins of BuMiara with Ma’mun’s name on them as heir-apparent 
between the years a.h. 193-196. But from 195 onwards the coins of 
BuMiara bear Ma’mun’s name and title as Imam or Amir aFMu'mimn. 

1 Lane Poole, voL i, p. 69, no. 167. The year 103 for a BuWmran coin given 

by Tiesenhauseri {Notice aur let Collection StTogemoff, p. 11) is a mistake for 193, as pointed 
out by Markoff {Registre, p. 18, note 2). 
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The coins of Buttaran type therefore, with Amin’s name, may have 
been a short-lived emergency issue about a.h. 193-195, if the above 
interpretation be true. 

(ii) The only uncertain word in this legend is the third from the 
end, which has received various interpretations. In 1819 Fraehn 
{Novae Symbolae, Tp-p. 45-6, PI. II, no. 14) published the first known 
specimen of a coin (in the Nejelow Collection, Kazan) with this unusual 

legend. He proposed to read the doubtful word as JU>- (or J^) 
'sineere friend’, Markoff {Registre, p. 15, note 6) regarded this inter- 
pretation as very plausible. Another, but even poorer, specimen in 
the Asiatic Museum at St. Petersburg, which he referred to in his book 
JDie Milnzen der GJiane von Ulus DschutscTiis, &c., p. 53, left the problem 
just as obscure. Soret, in his Lettre d M, Francois Duval (p. 13), men- 
tioned a new variety of this coin which, he believed, completed the 
legend on the Nejelow specimen. He stated that he distinctly read 
the word Amin, i.e. ' fidMe, curateur, affide ’. The phrase j^\ 

would thus mean ‘Confidant of the Commander of the Faithful’. 
However, Soret does not illustrate his specimen, so that the doubtful 
word still remains uncertain. The title preceding this phrase, however, 

is decipherable. It is al-Khdhdn al-A'zam, i.e. ‘The 

Mightiest Khakan ’. This name is a transcription into Arabic of the 
well-known Turkish regal title Kaghan, which, according to Barthold,^ 
was already borne by the rulers of the earliest people who called them- 
selves ‘Turks’ (sixth century A.n.). We find the title ‘The Mightiest 
Khakan ’ appearing at a later date on coins of the Timurids, Shaibanids, 
Mongols of Persia, &c. This fact has led those who have written about 
the present coin to attribute it to a late date, and the Samanid period 
has been chosen as the most likely. With this I cannot agree. The 
coin, it seems to me, in spite of its legend, has a close resemblance in 
style and fabric to the preceding coins of the 'Abbasid governors of 
BuMiara — and it is most unlikely that any great interval of time 
elapsed between them. If, then, this coin was not struck during the 
Caliphate of Amin (a.h. 193-198), at least it was probably issued under 
his successor Ma’mun (198-218). About this period in the Transoxine 
provinces various nomadic tribes of Turkish ancestry were in evidence 
in the midst of the political disturbances. For the most part these 
tribesmen sided with the various rebels who arose in those troublous 
times. Amongst the heterogeneous tribal chieftains in the lands across 
^ Encyclop<xedia of Islam, si>TtiGle Khakan, 
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the' Oxus of whom we read in the annals of the period are the IMiiiid 
of Sughd, the AMin of Ushrusana, the Jab^u of the Karlnks, and the 
Khakan of the Tnghnz-Ghuz for Tokuz-Oghnzk It is therefore not 
surprising in ■ the circumstances that the presence of these Turkish 
hordes should be reflected in the local coinage in the form of an out- 
standing Turkish title such as ‘ The Mightiest Khakan Who was the 
particular person, however, who was so designated on this coin issue ? 
We can but guess* My own conjecture is that this particular coinage 
was issued under Ma’mun. Perhaps permission was granted to ‘ The 
Mightiest ^akan ’ to do so, as a measure of appeasement at a time 
when Ma’mun’s attention was occupied by the quarrel with his brother 
Amin (c. a.h. 195). Whoever he was, he must have been a vassal of 
the ^Abbasid Caliph, since their titles are associated in the legend. 
The nearest we can get at present to any certainty, is the following 
interpretation of the Arabic legend : 

'In the name of Allah, Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah ; The 
Mightiest Khakan. trusted one (?) of the Commander of the Faithful.’ 

V. Isolated Coins of Arab-Sassanian Type 

The coins in this group have one feature in common; they are all 
enigmatic. Little need be added to what has already been pointed out 
concerning each in the course of the Notes (pp. 216-17). 

The remarkable coin of Tabaristan type, however, which was issued 
at the mint of al-Raiy and dated 168 (Catalogue, p. 174) merits some 
attention. The reverse legend, which is in Arabic, is beyond dispute. 
Dorn {MUanges\ w, p. 22 f. = Mordtmann, 1865, p. 475, 

no. 188) read this correctly— apart from some doubt regarding the 
mint-name— on a specimen in St. Petersburg, But he interpreted the 
puzzling obverse name-legend as 'Umar written in Pehlevi (aumr), 
Stickel {Handbuch, ii, p. 107), following Dorn and Mordtmann, attri- 
buted it to 'Umar ibn al-' Ala, governor of Tabaristan (see above, 
p. Ixxvi). Valentine (p. 105) did likewise. This is certainly wrong. 
Ghalib Edhem in his Catalogue (nos. 46 and 47) read the name as Arabic, 
Asad (ibn Yazid) Jy Ju^l . Asad ibn Yazid ibn Mazyad was governor 
of Mosul in A.H. 184 and of Armenia in a.h. 185, but there is no record 
in the annalists of his having any connexion with al-Raiy, although 
coins of the regular Muhammadan series are known which were struck 
at Muhammadiya (i.e. al-Raiy) in 181 and 182 bearing a name which 

g 
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may be read as Asad.^ Bnt epigraphically Ghalib Edbem’s interpretation 
of the name-legend is not very convincing. It is tempting to read in 
the legend the name of Sa"d (jbu*»), a mauld of the Caliph al-Mahdi, who 
was actxially in control of al-Raiy in a.h. 166, which is only two years 
earlier than the date on the coin.^ This involves, however, regarding 
the first stroke (which is very slightly bent) as a crescent and em- 
bodying it with the small star to the right of the crown as the usual 
star and crescent. But this rendering is likewise open to objection on 
epigraphic grounds. In fact, the circle in the middle of the legend is 
not attached to the base line of the legend and appears to have no 
linguistic significance, and the final letter of the name is more like 
a Pehlevi than a Kufic character, so that if we take the legend as 
Pehlevi it makes an exact transcription (nsir) of the Arabic proper 
name Nusair This is the interpretation suggested by Markoff 

and adopted by Unvala.^ But even so there is no record, so far as 
I am aware, of a governor of this name associated with al-Raiy at 
such a time, i.e. if we accept 168 as a Hijra date, as is most natural 
since it is written in Arabic. There is, however, a Nusair whose name 
appears in the year a.h. 168 on the coins of Mosul, ^ although his name 
does not figure amongst the governors of that place as given by 
Zambaur.^ There may be some connexion. This may be the Nusair 
who on the death of the Caliph al-Mahdi (in a.h. 169) was wisely sent 
to Jurjan by Harun al-Ra^id to carry the imperial seal and sceptre to 
his brother, the newly appointed Caliph al-Hadi.® 

Why the particular type of coinage favoured in Tabaristan should have 
been imitated by a governor of al-Raiy can only be surmised ; that there 
was a close bond between the adjacent provinces of Tabaristan and Jibal 
in which al-Raiy was situated can be readily imagined, Unvala’s opinion 
(p. 22, note) that this unique coin 4ndiquerait la pretention de ce gouver- 
neur sur la partie montagneuse du Tabaristan’ is without justification. 

It is interesting to find the mint-name al-Raiy revived in a.h. 168, 
when on the regular coins of the 'Abbasids its new name of al-Mulaam- 
madiya — in honour of the reigning Caliph Muhammad al-Mahdi— had 
been used since a.h. 148.'^ 

1 So Miles, 0 ^?. c^^., p. 70, no. 32 b, and p. 72, no. SS j. 

2 This is the view propounded by Miles {op. cit., pp. 47-8) and one which I was 
inclined to hold myself at one time until I considered Markoff ’s explanation. 

^ Nu7n. du Tabaristan, p. 14. ^ ^ee Nutzel, i, nos. 2158-9. » Manuel, p. 36. 

® Ibn al-A^ir, v, pp. 59-60: , . . 

4) |Ji»S oWjSfs j— jWi 

7 See Miles, op. cit., p. 31. Al«Raiy is still found in a.h. 149 {ibid., pp. 32-3). 
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III. MINT NOTES 

On most of the Arab-Sassanian coins described in' this Gatalogne the 
place of minting is indicated. With three exceptions— so far known- — 
the mint, when expressed, is in Pehlevi, either in full or in an abbre* 
viated form. The three exceptions, may be noted first of all. They 
have the mint-name written in Arabic in Knfic script. They .are as 
follows : . . . 

, (a) Coins .of Khusraii II type (see ■ p. 23 , of Catalogue),, with the 
mint-name Dimidik Le. Damascus, which was the Syrian capital 

of .the Umaiyad Caliphs. .These , coins, which were .struck in the ,, years 
A.H. 73 and 74, were no doubt purely experimental forerunners of the 
Reformed Coinage of the Caliph 'Abd al-Malik, which about this time 
came into circulation and ousted . the ' Arab-Sassanian type in due 
course. It is not surprising^ in the circumstances that the attempt 
should have been made in the Umaiyad capital. ' In fact, we actually 
have coins of the Damascus mint with the new Reformed Coinage type 
and legends dated in the succeeding year a.h. 75.^ 

(b) A coin (Catalogue, no. 245) of barbarous type, hitherto un- 

published, on which there appears to be on the obverse margin in 
Arabic fminte in Zaran|’,. ■ Zaraiij was the capital of the 

province of Sistan, and its Pehlevi , mint-signature (ze,: no. 57) is fairly 
common on the regular Arab-Sassanian' coins- (see below, p. cxxxi). 

(c) Coins of TabaristM type (Catalogue, p. 174) struck at the mint 
of al-Raiy ((^j!]), which is also a .frequently "occurring mint-name in its 
Pehlevi form RD (no. 48) on the regular Arab-Sassanian coins issued 
there in the Umaiyad period' (see below, p.' cxxvi). ■ ' 

As has -been said, however, most of ,the;mint-names on Arab-Sassanian 
coins are written in Pehlevi, sometimes in full, but more usually in 
the form of a mint-signature consisting of one or more — usually the 
initial — letters of the mint-name. Not all of these can be identified 
with absolute certainty. Indeed the interpretation of the mint- 
signatures on Sassanian and Arab-Sassanian coins — for the two are 
naturally related^ — has long been a thorny problem. The difficulty is 
largely due to the deficiency and ambiguity of the Pehlevi script, as 
can be seen from a glance at the table on p. cliii. A useful guide in any 

^ Lavoix, Catalogue des Monnaies Mmulmayics, i, p. 64, no. 184. 
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attempt at decipliering these mint-legends, however, is provided by our 
knowledge of the names of the mint-towns occurring on the Umaiyad 
coins of the Beformed Currency, which are written in Arabic. As the 
Muhammadans altered little of the administrative system of the old 
Sassanian regime it is natural to suppose that, in the majority of cases 
at least, the mints were maintained by them as formerly before their 
invasion of the country. That this was so can be demonstrated in 
many instances, as can be seen from the list on p. cxl f,, below. But 
unfortunately not all the Arabic mint-names on Umaiyad coins of the 
Beformed Currency can be equated with corresponding Pehlevi mint- 
signatures on Umaiyad coins of the earlier Arab-Sassanian types, and 
vice versa. In some cases it is possible to conjecture, but until further 
enlightenment is forthcoming by the discovery of fresh numismatic or 
archaeological data we must be content to leave the matter in several 
cases in a state of uncertainty. Becently some new material, of the 
type that may conceivably settle the dubious cases once and for all, 
has been published by Prof. Ernst Herzfeld in the shape of Sassanian 
bullae collected by him in Trak and Iran.^ Still more from recent finds 
await publication. These bullae are pieces of fine clay stamped with 
seal impressions, with designs and/or names. The ones that concern us 
particularly are the official seals bearing the names of important towns 
and provincial centres of administration, since such places were also 
very often mint-towns. The important fact that emerges from an 
examination of these Sassanian bullae is that the place-name is some- 
times written in the centre of the seal in an abbreviated form, but is 
repeated round the margin in its full form. This provides us with 
a definite key to certain of the mint-signatures on the coins. For 
example, BiSH on the coins (mint-signature no. 12) is clearly indicated 
as BimlPUE on the seals ; while art on the coins (mint-signature no. 9) 
is established as ARDASHiB-muRRA on the seals. It is to be hoped that 
more evidence of this nature will soon be forthcoming. 

Until this happens we must utilize the data of the coins and the 
statements of the early historians and geographers ^ in determining 
the location of the various mints. Such a close and exhaustive study 
is still a desideratum. In the following mint notes, although several of 
the identifications of Pehlevi mint-signatures are quite certain, some 
are very questionable, while some are, I fear— in the present state of 

1 Reference should be made to Ms article in Transactions of the International 
Numismatic Congress, London, 1938, pp. 416-26, 

2 An important source utilized by the Arab geographers was the Pehlevi treatise 
Shahrhd e Erdn, *the Lands of Iran % as Herzfeld has mentioned (op. cit,, p. 424). 
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our knowledge— quite beyond solution. For this reason I have refused 
on most occasions to mention the host of conjectural equivalents given 
by previous writers on the subject, particularly those of De Morgan 
(in Rev, Num., 1913), which are almost entirely fanciful and in many 
cases impossible. Nevertheless, I have ventured myself occasionally to 
interpret in a new way certain doubtful mint-signatures (particularly 
nos. 8, 15, 23, 25, and 63) as well as to emend, in two notable instances, 
the long-established interpretation held by my predecessors of mint- 
signatures nos. 14 and 52. In these last, at least, I am convinced that 
I have been successful in the elucidation. All other suggestions are 
offered with the utmost reserve. In consequence the large number of 
queries in the Table on pp. cii-*cv is not excessive in the circumstances. 

Pehlevi Mmt-Names and Signatures 

In the following notes the Pehlevi mint-signatures are referred to by 
the numbers in the Table : 

1. APR I 

2. APRSH iAbraMir ( ^ J \) 

3. 3 a. aprsht: ) 

Also known as Nlshdpur ( jjjLj Naisdbur, or Nlsdbur), Abra^ahr was 
the capital of one of the four quarters of the great Iranian province of 
l^urasan. Its possession of a mint in Sassanian times is vouched for 
by the occurrence of its mint-signature (no. 1) on coins from Kobadh I 
(a.d. 488-531) until the time of Arda^hir III (a-b. 628-630). Under 
the Arabs its minting activities were continued, as the following numis- 
matic data on the Arab-Sassanian coins of the Umaiyads testify : 

2. APRSH, Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 54 (a.h.) 

1. APR, 'Ubaidailah ibn Ziyad, year 60 (a.h.) 

3. aprsht:, Salm ibn Ziyad, years 63, 64 (a.h,) 

3. aprsht:, 'Abdallah ibn Khazim, years 65, 67, 68 (a.h.). 

3 a. „ „ „ year 69 (a.h.). 

The earliest occurrence, so far known, of its Arabic name on the 
Reformed Coinage of conventional Muhammadan type is a.h. 92.^ 

The place was captured by the forces of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir (q.v.) 
in A.H. 30, when he was governor of Basra, but a few years later the 
Muhammadans were driven out for a short time. On its recapture 

1 Itmoix, Catalogue^ i, p. 74, no. 232. 
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PEHLEVI MINT-SIGNATURES AND NAMES ON ARAB-SASSANIAN 

COINS 


No. 

Pehlevi 

Legend 

Transliteration 

Identification 

Province 

1 

S OAi 

APR 

Abrashahr 

Khurasan 

2 

jSOc^ 

APR^ 

33 

33 

3 


aprsht: 

35 

33 

3 a 

i1pZis<Jc^ 

33 

33 

33 



AHM 

Hamadhan 

Jibal 

'4a 


33 

33 

33 

5 



AIR 

al-Sus 

Khuzistan 

6 

...OJL^UUJf 

AIRA 

33 

3 3 

7 


AIRAN 

33 

33 

8 

icXu 

ARJN 

Arrajan 

Ears 

9 

PH^ 

ART 

Ardashir-Kburra 

33 

9 a 


33 

33 

33 

10 


ATRA 

Adharbaijan 

Adharbaijan 

10 a 


33 

33 

33 

10 b 


33 

■ 33 ♦ 

,33 

11 


BH 

Bihkobadh 

7rak 

11a 


35 

33 

3 3 

12 , 


BISH 

Bishapur 

Ears 

12a ' 


3? 

33 

33 

12 b 


33 

33 

33 

12 c; : 



33 

33 

13 


BJRA 

al-Ba$ra 

Irak, 

14 


BLH 

Balkh 

Khurasan 

14 a\,' 


33 

33 

■,''■' 33 '',:, 

w: 

. . : 

BRM 

Biramkobadh 

Ears 

15a 


:',53 


■■■ 33 , , ■ ■ 

16 


. SSH? : , 

■ 1 ■ 

? 
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No. 

Pehlevi ■ 
Legend 

Transliteration 

Identification 

I'^’ovince 

17 

— u3 

DA 

Darabjird 

Fars. ' 

18 

<4-ii3 

BAR 

33 

13 : 

19 


DR 

33 

■ S3 ■ 

20 


BAP 

. 33 

53 

21 


BARAW 

31 

33 

22 


BARAW - - ? 

33 

35 

23. 


DSHT? 

Dasht-i-Maisan ? 

'Irak 

24 


HEA 

Herat 

Kluirasan 

24 a 


■5? 

35 

33 

24b 


J) 

3 5 

35 

25 


HIJRA? 

Khurasan ? 

15 

25 a 


‘? 

3 J 

53 

53 

25b 


V 

33 

33 

5) 

25 c 


? 

33 

51 

55 

26 


HIJRASAR 

31 

55 ' 

27 


KN JA ? 

Kanja ? 

Arran 

28 


KRMAN 

Kirman 

Kirman 

28 a 

iv'iii 

krman: 

35 

33 

29 


KRMAN - - - ? 

55 

35 

30 


KRMAN ?. 

■ 53 

53 

30 a 


KEMAN--? . 

33 

55 

31 


KRMAN.--? 

53 

35 

-:32 


REMAN - - - ? 

'33 

33 ■' ■ 

33 


kemanan:? 

, 33 

35 . 

34 


KRMANNHR ? . 

. . 

, 33 ' . 

33 

35 


KRMANHP - ? ' 

53 , 

,35, 

35 a 


33 

53, ' 

, 3,3 ■■ ■ 

36 


krmannan-? 

53 : . 

■■5,5 ,■',■', 

37 


kbmahbj? 

:53.' ■ 

” 

38 


KVAT? 

^kobadh 

1 



INTEODUCTION 


No. ■ 

: . PeWevi 
Legend 

Transliteration 

Identification 

Province 

391 


MIB ? 


? 

40 


MB 

Merv 

lOiurasan 

40 a 


5 ? 

33 

5 3 

41 


MBW 

33 

S 3 

41 a 


55 

33 

3 3 

41b 

*^3 

jj 

33 

33 

41c 



33 

3,3 

42 


mbwbut: 

Merv al-Eudh 

35 

42 a 


3 > 

33 

3 3 

42 b 



33 

33 

42 c 


1 

mbwbu(t) 

55 

33 

43 


NH 

Nihavand 

Jibal 

43a 


?> 

(Mah al-Basra) 

33 

43 b 



33 

33 

44 


NHB 

Nahr-Tira 

Khuzistan 

44 a 


j j 

33 

33 

44b 


53 

33 

J J 

45 


NIH 

Nihavand 

Jibal 

45 a 

QMJ 9 

NIH ? 

(Mah al-Basra) 

33 

46 


PALHAN ? 

? 

? 

47 


PIL? 

Fil? 

? 

48 


BD 

al-Raiy 

Jibal 

48a 


33 

33 

3 3 

49 

. — 


al-Shirajan ? 

Kirman 

50 


SHP^ 

al-Sus (Susa) 

Khuzistan 

51': 


SIZAJTAK? 

Sijistan 

.Sistan 

51: a, : 

u:xtjy ^/3 

sizst(an)? 

.33 

>3 

52 

•: ’ ^ ■ 

SK 


■ "'".33 

52av'' 


. , ..3 3 , :.' 

.. 33 ’ 

: " 33 ,,, 

.525,::: 

i-" 

, 33 .' . 

■ 33 . 

■ . , . '33 ' : , . , 


1 See pp oxxii and 13, M. 12. 
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No. 

Pehlevi 

Legend 

Transliteration 

Identification 

Province 

52 c 


SK 

Sijistan 

Sistaii 

52 d 

. 


jj 


53 


ST 

Istakhr 

Firs 

63 a 

I2UJ 

j) 

jj 

5> 

53b 

tap 

J5 

,, 

3 > 

54 


TAUT ? 

Ardashir-Khiirra ? 

53 

54 a 


V 

j> * 

„ ? 

3,5 

55 

iw|mi|CVK» 

TPXJBSTAlSr 

Tabaristan 

Tabaristan 

56 


ZANKAN 

Zanjan 

Jibal 

57 


ZB 

Zaranj 

Sistan 

67 a 


j> 

j> 

” 

57b 


jj 

3> 

53 

58 


BN ? 


? 

59 


S? 

? 

? 

60 


bJ? 

? 

? 

60 a 



? 

? 

61 

12^ 

ST? 

? 

? 

62 

JlJW'f 

ZANK? 

Cf . no. 56 

?■ ' ■ 

62 a 


ZANKAN ? 


' '? ■ 

62 b 


ZANK? 

jj 

, :, r 

63 


APNTJBAN?. 

Abnuran ? 

1 

64 


■ SIAJA?.'- ’ 

? ■ 

r 


fc I 
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during Mu'awiya’s reign, 'AMalla^ ibn 'Amir, reinstated as governor 
of Basra, appointed Kais ibn al-Hai&am al-Snlam! as his lieutenant 
in command of the place in a.h. 42. After Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan had 
been appointed governor of Basra (in a.h. 45) he made Khulaid ibn 
'Abdallah al-Hanafi governor of Abra^ahr (in a.h. 50). Ziyad was 
succeeded in turn as governor of Basra and its dependent provinces 
by his sons 'Ubaidallah and Salm, a fact which is substantiated by 
the coins mentioned above. In a.h. 64 the Umaiyad governor Salm 
was driven out by the Zubairid governor 'Abdallah ibn Khazim who 
controlled the province of Khurasan until his defeat and death in 
A.H. 72. The coins also corroborate this succession of governors. 

Although other interpretations of the above mint-signatures have 
been proposed the one given here (first suggested by Mordtmann, 
Z.D.Af.G., 1879, p. 124, no. 39) is the most probable. As has been 
demonstrated above, the numismatic and historic data support it. The 
above coins are obviously all dated in terms of the Hijra era. 


4, 4 a. AHM, HamaMdn (jiJuib) 

The capital of one of the four divisions of the Jibal Province, the 
ancient Media, Hama^an was called under the Sassanians AhmaSan,^ 
the Ecbatana of classical writers. The Muhammadan control of the 
city may be dated soon after the Battle of Nihavand in a.h. 21, which 
was fought on the plain to the south-west. Examples of Arab-Sassanian 
coins from the Hama^an mint are rare. The only ones known to 
me are : 

Khusrau II type, years 26 and 31 (the latter date on the authority of 
Mordtmann only) 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 52 (a.h.). 

The first two are no doubt dated in terms of the Yezdigird era ( = a.h. 
37 and 42), the last in terms of the Hijra era. Ziyad was Governor 
of Kufa, as well as Basra, between the years a.h. 49 and 53, and 
in consequence the Jibal Province was under his jurisdiction. The 
Hamaj^an mint also later on issued coins of purely Muhammadan type, 
the earliest dated specimen being a.h. 90,^ 

1 The Pehlevi name in full (ahmtan) on a Sassanian clay seal has recently been 
published by Prof . Herzfeld in the Transactions of the International Numismatic Congress^ 
London, 1938, p. 421, fig. 20. 

2 Lavoix, Catolog'we, i, no. 360, p. 95* 
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■ 5, AIR ’ ’ 

6. AIRA 'ahSuS (fjyJ\)t 

7. AIEAK. 

Various interpretations of the above mint-signatures have been pro- 
posed, including the most natural one of identifying them with the 
name of the country Erto (modern Iran). I have preferred, however, 
to accept Prof. Herzfeld’s opinion ^ and regard it as the old town of 
Susa (in Arabic al-Sus), the Biblical Shushan, under its official name 
Erdn-Xurrah-Sdhpuhr. Al-Sus, at one time the capital of what became 
the province of Khuzistan. is known to us as an Umaiyad mint on the 
coins of purely Muhammadan type as early as the year a.il 80.^ As we 
have no coins of Arab-Sassanian type with the Pehlevi name of Susa 
(shush) apart from the rare undated copper piece described below 
(p. 171) — it is natural to suppose that such an important mint must be 
concealed amongst the Pehlevi mint-signatures somewhere. The above 
group is a reasonable possibility. 

The Arab-Sassanian coins with the above mint-signatures are known 
for the following dates : 

5. AIR, Khusrau II type, years 25, 37 

AIR, 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 29 and 59 (according to Mordtmann) 

6. AIRA, ^Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, year 56 (according to Mordtmann) 

7. AIRAH, 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 30, 31, 32, 60, and 61. 

As 'Ubaidallah was not appointed governor of Basra and its de- 
pendencies, in succession to his father, until a.h. 55, it is obvious that 
some of the above coins must be dated in an era other than the Hijra 
one. As for the coins with the name of Khusrau II they can obviously 
be dated either according to the Yezdigird era (which would make 
them A.H. 36 and 48) or according to the Hijra era, since al-Sus was 
captured by the Muslims as early as a.h. 17. The coins with the mint- 
name AiRAH, dated 30-32, must be equated in terms of the Post- 
Yezdigird era, ie. a.h. 62-64. 

8. ABJB, Arrajdn (jW^!) 

The above is an interpretation which I offer for the first time. The 
mint-name occurs on the coins of two governors only, namely, 'Abd 

^ Trans* Inter. AT'WW. p. 425. See also Bis recent article in Archaeologische 

Mitteilungen aus Iran, ix (1938), p. 149. Streek also, in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, article 
al-Sus, suggested that the abbreviation on the Sassaniari coins of Susiana might 

stand for Susa. ^ H.M.Oaif., Add. ix. 34. 135. 

3 The name shush is not found on any Sassanian coins. 
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al-Eahman ;ibn ZiyM/ y 54' (a.h.) and al-Hakam ibn Abil-'As, 
year 56 (a.h.). 

1 have endeavoured to show, under the mint-signature no. 15 below, 
that these two governors had other mints in common, one of which 
I have proposed to identify with BimmkobdM which, I consider, 

occurs on Umaiyad coins of the Reformed Currency. Tabari has told 
us that this was another name for the town of Arrajan which, if written 
in Pehlevi, might quite well be represented as the above. Arrajan was 
the capital of the district of the same name in the province of Pars. 
If the interpretations proposed are correct, the occurrence of both 
Arrajan and Biramkobadh on Arab-Sassanian coins is paralleled by 
that of Sistan and Zaranj (nos. 51, 52, and 57). 

9, 9 a. ART, Ardashlr-Khurm 

Various interpretations of this commonly occurring mint-signature 
have been propounded. It must obviously represent a place of consider- 
able importance. The identification of Professor Herzfeld,^ as given 
above, seems to me the most satisfactory. Ardashir-Khurra was the 
chief of the five districts of the province of Pars, the Persis of the 
Greeks. The first conquest of the district by the Arabs dates from 
about the year a.h. 23, but the province was reconquered some seven 
years later, though various other insurrections disturbed its peace for 
years afterwards. That the place was an Umaiyad mint is vouched for 
by Muliammadan coins of conventional Arabic type dated as early as 
A.H, 80.^ The coins of Arab-Sassanian type with this mint-signature 
are dated as late as a.h. 78. The Pehlevi abbreviation art occurs on 
these coins as follows : 

Khusrau II type, years 27, 29, and 39 (the last two on Mordtmann’s 
authority) 

'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwm, year 73 (a.h.) 

Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 65, 66, 67 (a.h.) 

Abdallah ibn Amir, year 47 (a.h.) 

Salm ibn Ziyad, year 26 (p.-y.e.) = a.h. 58 

'Umar ibn Ubaidaliah, years 68, 69, and 70 (a.h.) 

Eumran ibn Aban, year 72 (a.h.) 

Katari ibn al-Puja’a, year 75 (a.h.) 

Muhallab ibn Abi §ufra, year 76 (a.h.) 

1 Trans. Inter* Num. CongresSy'p. 4:2B, 

“ H. Porter, ‘ Unpublished Coins of the Caliphate’, in Num. Chron., 1921, p. 317. 
I have since seen the actual coin, which is in the American University Collection, Beirut. 
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cix, 

Uaj jaj ibn Yisiif, years 77 ?» 78, and 79 ? (a.h.) 

Uncertain goYernor, years 69 ? and 75 ? (a.h.) 

'Abd al-Rabman (ibn 'Abdallah ?), year 73 (a.h.). [See M. 54, p. 123.] 

Most of these dates are obviously according to the Hijra reckoning. 
How closely they agree with already known historical data concerning 
the Caliphs and governors in question will be seen by a reference in 
each case to the Biographical Sketches given above (pp. xxxvf.). See 
also mint-signature no. 54. 

10, 10a, 10b. atea, Adharbaijdn 

This is the identification proposed by Mordtmann [Z.DM.O., 1879, 
p. 125, no. 47, and p. 133, no. 102). If it is correct, it is not surprising 
that its mint-signature occurs so seldom on these Arab-Sassanian coins, 
since this distant mountainous province in the north-west of Iran, first 
conquered about a.h. 28, was of little importance under the Umaiyads. 
We know definitely, however, that during their regime Adharbaijan 
was a mint-city, since we possess coins of the Reformed Currency dated 
A.H. 105,^ on which the name is found. 

The following are the Arab-Sassanian coins bearing the above mint- 
signature : 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 62 and 63 (a.h.) 

'Abd al- Rahman ibn 'Abdallah (an uncertain governor) has perhaps the 
same signature, but the date is questionable. 

'Ubaidallah’s coins are obviously dated according to the Hijra reckoning 
since he was driven out of Basra in a.h. 64. 

11, 11a. BH? Bihhubd^ 

In the province of Trak there were three districts of this name: 

, o , .. o .S' 

(a) Upper <xZ-^'Za), (6) Middle al-Awsat), bxiA (c) Lower 

' ' O.JS : 

( al-Asfal) Bihkubadh. On the Umaiyad coins of the Reformed 
Currency examples are known of the two last mint-names and dated 
a.h. 90.^ In all probability this mint-signature should be identified with 
one or other of these districts. 

^ Tiesenhanserif Monnaies des KhaUfes Orientaux» Tl. 11* 1^. 

2 Bihkubadh al-Asfal appears on a coin in the Biblioth^que Natioiiale, Paris (Lavoix^ 
no. 247) as weli as on one in the former Khedivial Library, Cairo (Lane-Poole’s Catalogue, 
no. 84) ; while Bihkubd^ aUAwsaf is known to me from a coin, of which a cast was 
kindly sent me by the late Mr. Howland Wood, in the American Numismatic Society 
Collection, New York. The latter is, so far as I am aware, unpublished. 
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On the Arah-Sassanian coins we have the following occurrences : 

Klmsrau II type, year 35 ■ 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 60 and 61 (A.H.). 

The first date may be either according to the Hijra or the Yezdigird era, 
more probably the latter ^ the other two dates are certainly in terms 
of the Hijra reckoning, since 'Ubaidallah was made governor of Kiifa 
and its dependencies in the year a.h. 60, 

12, 12 a, 12 b, 12 c. bish, Bi^idpur or Sdbur (jjjL) 

This : mint-signature is one of those whose interpretation has been 
placed beyond all doubt by the discovery of SdbSSdbnmn bullae with the 
name written both in an abbreviated and in a complete form.^ Mordt- 
mann had previously, however,, suggested this interpretation {ZM.M.G,, 
1879, p. 121), Bi^apur was the capital of one of the five districts (or 
Imras) of the province of Bars. Under its later Arabic name Sabur 
(jj,L) it appears as a mint-town on the Umaiyad dirhams of the 
Reformed Currency as early as A,H. 80.2 

On the Arab-Sassanian coins it is one of the commonest of mint- 
signatures as can be seen from the following occurrences : 

. Khusrau, II type, years 25, 26, 38 ?, 39 ?, 41 ?, 42 ?, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50 

Ziyad ibn AM Sufyan, years 25 ?, 47 ?, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54 (a.h.) 

'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, year 44 (a.h.) 

'Abdallah, years 42 ?, 44 (a.h.) 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 51( = a.h. 63), 53 ( = a.h, 65) 

'Abd al-Malik ibn Abdallah, year 66 (a.h.) 

'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah, years 67, 68, 69, 70 (a.h.) 

Mukatil ibn MismaVyears 71, 72 (A.H.) 

Khalid ibn Abdallah, years 71, 73?, 74 (a.h.) 

Katari ibn ai-Buja'a, years 69, 75 (a.h.) 

Muhallab ibn, AM Siifra, years 75, 76 (a.h.) 

Abd al-Rahmaii ibn Muhammad, year 82 (a.h.) 

IJajjaj ibn Yusuf, years 76, 77, 78, 79, 80?, 81, 83 (a.h.). 

Most of the above dates are expressed in Hijra years. The coins of 
Abdallah (ibn 'Amir) dated 44 must have been struck during the last 
year of his term of office as governor of Basra and its dependent pro- 
vinces. As for the coins of 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, they are most 
probably dated in the Yezdigird era (i.e. a.h. 63 and 65) since he was 

1 See Herzfeld, Trans. Inter, Num. p, 418, fig. 6. 

2 P, Casanova, Inventaire Sommaire de la Collection des Monnaies musulmanes de 
8. A. la Princesse Ismail^ Paris, 1896. I have seen the coin in question in the Arab 
Museum, Cairo. Lavoix {Caifa%«e, i, no. 195) has mention of one dated a.h. 82. 
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not governor of Basra until am , 55, and his appointment to the dual 
command of Kiifa and Basra was not until a.h. 60, and he was killed 
in A.H. 67. The coins of the other governors follow in a natural sequence 
if Hijra dates. The coins of Katari, the heretical rebel Caliph, and 
those of his conqueror Muhallab, are significantly dated. So also are 
those of 'Abd al-Rahman and Hajjaj. It was in the neighbourhood of 
Bi^iapur that the campaign between them was waged for a time. It 
is of some interest also to note that the old Arab-Sassanian type of 
coin continued to be struck at this mint nnder Hajjaj and 'Abd al- 
Rahman ibn Muhammad contemporaneously with the new type of 
Reformed Currency without effigies and with Arabic legends only. (See 
list, p. cxl, under Sabur.) 

IZ, BJRA, al‘Ba.p*a 

The interpretation of this mint-name is beyond any doubt. Basra, 
one of the two great garrison-cities founded by the Arab conquerors in 
Hrak, whose governors were to dominate the Eastern Provinces of the 
new Caliphate, was built about a.h. 16 (a.d. 637), In consequence its 
name occurs for the first time on Arab-Sassanian coins. The occurrences 
are as follows : 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, years 51 or 53, 55 (a.h.) 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 51, 52, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64 
Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair, year 66 ? (a.h.) 
lOialid ibn 'Abdallah, year 75 (a.h.) 

'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah ?, year 65? (A.H.). 

All the above were governors of Basra. Ziyad’s coin dated 55 is per- 
haps a posthumous issue (see p. xliii 1), As ZiyM was still alive and 
governor of Bapa in a.h. 53 it follows that the early coins of his son 
'Ubaidallah struck at the Basra mint must be dated in the Yezdigird 
era (i.e. 51 and 52 = a.h. 63 and 64. Cf. analogous case of Biiiapur 
above). The other dates are all obviously in the Hijra era. Khalid 
was deposed in a.h. 75, while Mus'ab was appointed about A.H. 66 or 67. 
The existence of the coin of 'Umar is very problematic, but would agree 
with historic facts. 

With the exception of an erratic coin of conventional Muhammadan 
type, dated a.h. 40, in Paris, ^ the earliest occurrence of the mint of 

1 Considerable controversy has taken place over this coin, which is published by 
Lavoix in his Catalogue^ no. 15B, I hope to be able to deal with this coin in a subsequent 
volume of this Catalogue. The date is certainly due to a mistake on the part of the 
die-engraver. 
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Basra on Muhammadan coins of non-Arab-Sassanian type is in the year 

A.H. 79.1 


14, 14 a. BLH, BalMi (^) 


The customary rendering of this mint-signature — which is of fairly 
common occurrence on Sassanian coins — has been bba, and has usually 
been regarded as indicating the great winter residence of the Sassanian 
monarchs on the Tigris, which they called Medlnathd, ' the Cities the 
name which the Arabs passed on as al-Madd'in Here had been 

the twin capitals of the Seleucids, Ctesiphon and Seleucia. Ctesiphon, 
we know, appeared in Sassanian times under the ideographic form dar, 
i.e. " the Sublime Porte ’, a meaning which can certainly be paralleled in 
BBA or in the Arabic al-Bab, ' the Door ’ {par excellence). But there are 
strong arguments adducible against such an identification : (a) After 
the Arab conquest of Trak, about a.h. 16, Ctesiphon sank into insignifi- 
cance and the new Islamic foundation of Kufa some miles away took its 
place as a centre of administration. (6) We have coins of this mint issued 
by the last Sassanian monarch Yezdigird III dated in the final year of 
his reign (a.h. 31), which is a considerable time after MedmatM was in 
the possession of the Arabs, (c) As Yezdigird’s last stand was made in 
the Khurasan province the mint in dispute is likely to have lain in that 
region, (d) Moreover, supporting this last point, there is the fact that 
almost all the Arab governors we know to have struck coins with the 
above mint-signature were in charge of territories towards the Eastern 
districts of Iran, and all their other mints are actually located there. 
These considerations would lead us to conclude that wherever the mint 
lay it cannot have been in 'Irak. Thomas {J,R.A,S,, 1852, p. 391) actually 
wished to locate it in a suburb of the city of Merv. An objection to 
this, however, would be the fact that the same governors who issued 
coins with the mint-name in question have also coins with the mint- 
name of Merv (mbw, no. 41). 

It has occurred to me that if we regard the middle letter of the 
above Pehlevi signature as being the letter which stands for b or n, the 
name appears quite startlingly as blh, and supplies us with the very 
name of the great metropolis of the ^urasan province, which, inci- 
dentally, is otherwise unknown on Arab-Sassanian— or, for that matter, 
Sassanian — coins, a fact which is surprising considering the city’s un- 
doubted importance, not to mention its existence as an Umaiyad mint 


^ Lavoix, Catalogue, no. 174. A similar specimen has recently been added to the 
British Museum Collection. 
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on :tlae :Reformed, Coinage, If objection be made to tlie/nnnsiial form 
of the letter e or l compare the following parallels : 

. : BLii (no. 14) :=^.i 

HiJBASAN (no, 26) and huba (no. 25) ' 

BD. (no. 48) 

apbsht: (no. 3) •aux>' CA/ 

MBW (no. 41) 

PIL (no. 47) 

It seems to me that the above interpretation is by no means fanciful 
although it upsets a long-established opinion. 

The following are the Arab-Sassanian coins struck at this mint: 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, year 62 (a.h.) 

Salm ibn Ziyad, year 67 ? or 68 ? (a.h.) 

'Abdallah ibn Khazim, years 67 and 68 (a.h.) 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, year 77 (a.h.). 

All the above dates are obviously in terms of the Hijra era. Umaiya 
ibn 'Abdallah, we know from the annalists, was governor of Khurasan 
in A.H, 77. His coins are in agreement with this, as well as being in 
support of the above mint interpretation. 

15, 15 a. BEM, Biramkubd^ or Birdmkobadh (il^J 

This mint-signature is only known from two coins which are published 
in the present Catalogue for the first time. The above interpretation 
is made on the present writer’s responsibility. It was arrived at by 
the following process of reasoning. Amongst the Umaiyad dirhams of 
the Reformed Currency we have examples of a rare mint which in its 
Kufic script is as follows Various interpretations of this legend 

have been made by oriental numismatists, but no suitable geographical 
location was arrived at. Fraehn, Numi Kufici (1823), p. 30, PL XIX, 
no. 2, published the first specimen dated a.h. 80, and read the mint- 
name m Beremkobad with a query and without succeeding in locating 
any such place. This was repeated by Moeller, De Nwmis Orientalibus 
(1826), i, p. 90, without comment. Dorn, Additamerita, i, p. 219, no. 33 a, 
mentioned another example dated a.h. 93. Stickel (in his Ilandbttch, 
1845, i, p. 9) proposed an absurd attribution to Balkh. In 1859 
Bartholomaei in his first LeUre a if. Soret in Eevm de la Ntmdsmatique 
Beige (pp. 331-2, PL XIV, fig. 1) suggested reading Nerim Kobad (which 

h 
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Stickel in Z.D.M,G., 1862, p. 780, tried to locate): Tiesenkauseii 
logm, 1873, nos. 287 and 389, and additions on pp. 298--9, PL II, no. 8) 
added nothing to the elucidation. Lavoix [Catalogue, 1887, i, nos. 172 
and 173) published two further specimens, one of which was dated a.h. 
79, the earliest recorded date. He suggested the reading BezmhobM 
(^Li^i) and endeavoured, but very unsatisfactorily, to locate a place of 
that name. This rendering w^as accepted by Stickel (Z.DJI.G., 1884, 
p. 690), The coin in the Princesse Ismail Collection, now in the Arab 
Museum, Cairo, dated a.h. 95, and said by Casanova [Inventaire Som- 
maire, 1896, p. iv and p. 4, no. 107) to be of uncertain mint is, as I 
have found after an examination of the coin itself, also of the above 
mint. A further example dated a.h. 90 was published in 1921 [Nuni, 
Ckron., p. 318) by Porter from the Collection of the American University 
of Beirut. He adopted the rendering Narimkobad. Zambaur [Wiefi. 
Num. Zeit., 1922, pp. 4-5) in reviewing Porter’s article preferred to follow 
Lavoix and Stickel. He went further, however, and identified the place 
with the Bezlmbad {z\Sy) Abezkobad (z\3y\) of the Arabic geographer 
Yakut (i. 605), who placed it in Trak not far from Maisan and Da^t-i- 
Maisan, both of which are, in fact, also Umaiyad mints. Zambaur 
regarded Bezkobad as a misspelling of Bezmkobad.^ That there has 
been a great deal of confusion in the spelling and location of this place 
is evident from the varying statements in the Arabic geographers and 
historians, e.g. we have ilijd h\Sy (Yakut), iUyl [Mardsid al-IttiW). It 
has been placed : (a) between Maisan and Dasht-i- Maisan ; (b) between 
Basra and Wasit ; (c) near al-Madhar, capital of Maisan district ; and 
(d) it has been identified with Arrajan in the province of Pars, 

Marquart (Erdnmhr, p. 41) has emended the name to h\Sy\ (Izkubadh) 
and derived it from an earlier form (Izadkubadh). He pointed 

out that the name has been frequently confused in the traditions with 
the official title of Arrajan, where the Sassanian king Kobad (or Kubadh) 
settled certain prisoners of war from Amid. The Pehlevi title of this 
settlement was, according to him, Weh AmiS-i-KawdS, i.e. ' Good (or 
better) Amid of Kobad’, contracted to Wdmkubddh or simply 

Amidhubddh (ilijul). This, he states (f.n. 1, p. 42) ought to be the 
emendation made to the form of the name in Tabari (i, p. aav-AAa), 
viz. Ramkubadh (SlAolj) or Ramkubadh (iU^j). On the contrary, it 

^ Ahmed Ziya {Cat. of Islamic Coins^ pp; 4 and 165) records two coins of the year 80, 
whose mint-names he reads as bezmiqbad (bezmiquhad) and bezmiqhad elesa {bezmiquhad 
ulesa). 
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seems to me that the form in Tabari gives iis, in fa^ct, the cine to the 
name on the Umaiyad, coins, . By restoring the prefix hi (l^) we get the 
full nsjme BirdmJcubddh or in scriptio defectum Cf. Bi^aynlr 

.and Shapiir) which may, it seems to me, be. a possible interpretation of 
the mint-name. ' "Moreover the rare ■ mint-signature brm on Arab- 
Sassanian coins, which we are now considering, Tvoiild be an admirable 
equivalent. What then can the coins with this mint-abbreviation tell us ? 

(1) It occurs so far only on the coins of two governors, viz. : (a) "Abd 
al-Rahman ibn Ziyad; and {b) al-Hakam ibn Abi’l-^As. A collation of 
the mint occurrences in these two cases is very instructive : 

(a) 'Abd al-Eahman’s mints and dates, as so far known, are : 

' No. 8. ARJN, year 54 
No. 60. Bj, yeans 52, 53 
No. 15. BRM, year 54 
No. 44. .NHR, year 54. 

{b) al-Hakam’s mints and dates, as so far known, are : 

No. 8. ARJN?, year 56 
No. 15. BRM, year 58 
No. 44. NHR, year 56 
No. 47. PiL, years 56 and 511 

(2) It is obvious that these two governors, who must have followed 

close on each other, had jurisdiction over more or less the same area, 
although each has a mint which the other has not got, viz. bj and pil 
res23ectively. The other three mints are common to both. No. 44, 
NHB, is almost certainly Nahr-Twd which is an Umaiyad 

mint of the Beformed Currency (see below, p. cxli) and is in Khuzistan. 
The other places are consequently to be looked for in the same neigh- 
bourhood. If my interpretation of no. 15 is correct, then Birdmkubdflh, 
if it is equivalent to Arrajan, is only across the IGhuzistan. frontier in 
the province of Ears. It is also significant that mint-signature no. 8, 
according to my interpretation, gives us the Pehlevi equivalent of 
Arrajan (i.e. arjn), a mint-name that is confined to the above-mentioned 
governors. " : 

Let us see what Tabari says (in the passage quoted above) : 

iL JU ^ J border between Ears and 

“ - Khuzistan [lit. land of the Huz\ 

^ . A c5^ is a city named RdmJmbddh or 

dWjl m Bimmkubddh also called Amijdn" 
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Edmhubdih, or in its fuller form Birdmhubdih, has to be identified 
then with Arrajan. Whether this name has arisen from an earlier 
Wdmhubdih, a still earlier history as Marquart has outlined, is 

a matter for the philologist and the historian of place-names. It seems 
to me at all events that with the evidence at our disposal it is quite 
feasible to equate the bem of the Arab-Sassanian coins with the mint- 
name on the later Reformed Currency, which can without any difficulty 
be read, as I have proposed, Birdmhubd^. 

16. Bsn? 

This mint-signature is of uncertain attribution ; it may, in fact, be 
a badly written bish (no. 12).^ Its occurrences are few: 'Ubaidallah 
ibn Ziyad, years 51?, 58 ?, 59? 60 (a.h.) and Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair, year 
68 (A.H.). [See M. 48, p. 103.] 


17. DA 

18. DAE 

19. BE 

20. DAB 

21. DAEAW 

22. DAEAW --?^ 


\Ddrdbjird 


There can be no doubt about the correctness of attribution of the 
above mint -signatures. On Sassanian coins there is an even more 
complete rendering of the name i.e. daeabke(t). The above, 

however, are the only forms occurring on Arab-Sassanian coins. 

Darabjird, the name of one of the five districts of the province of 
Fars, and also of its chief town, must be reckoned as a very important 
mint, as can be judged from its frequent appearance on these coins. 
In the Umaiyad Reformed Currency it appears under its Arabic name, 
(sic) Darabjird, in the years a.h. 80 and 90-98, after which it 
disappears from Muhammadan coins completely. ^ On the Arab-Sas- 
sanian coins so far known to us its minting activities can be gauged 
from the following summary : 


^ In the older cursive Pehlevi the letter (b) is sometimes joined to the succeeding 
letter, as apparently in this case (see Nyberg, Eilf shuck, i, p. 4). 

Its modern name Darab is actually used by an Umaiyad poet, and corresponds to 
mint" signature no. 21 (see Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter, p. 93, f.n. 3). The date 80 occurs 
on an unpublished dirham in Sir Richard Burn’s Collection, Oxford, which I hope to 
reproduce in a subsequent volume of this Catalogue. 
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: 17. Kliiisraix 11 type, years 30, 41, and 46? ■ 

. .Mu'awiya, year 41 , 

'Abd al-Malik ibn, Marwan, years 60 and 65 (= a.h. 72 and 77) 

"Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 53, 54, 56, 57, and 60 {= a.h. 65, 66, 
.68, 69, and 72) '■ 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 41 ( = A.H. 52/3) 

"Abdallah ibn "Amir, year 41 (a.h.) 

"Abdallah, year 41 (a.h.) 

"Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 26? (p.-y.e. = a.h. 58?), 41, 43?, 45, 
46, 47, 48, 51, 52 

Salm ibn Ziyad, year 26 (p.-y.e. = a.h. 58 ?) 

Muhallab ibn Abi gufra; year 76 (a.h.) 

"Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad, year 70 (= a.h. 82). 

18. Mu"awiya, year 41 

Samura ibn Jundab, year 41. 

19. Khusrau II type, year 30 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 43 ( = a.h. 55) 

'Abdallah ibn "Amir, year 41 (a.h.) 

'Abdallah, year 41 (a.h.). 

20. 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 54 and 56 ( = a.h. 66 and 68). 

21. "Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, year 60 ( = a.h. 72) , 

'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, year 60 ( = a.h. 72). 

22. Katari ibn al-Fuja’a, year 75 (a.h.). 

As can be seen, most of the dates on the coins issued from the Darabjird 
mint are expressed in the Yezdigird era. In the case of "Ubaidallah 
ibn Ziyad and his brother Salm, the post-Yezdigird era must be implied 
to explain the early date 26. The era on the coins of Khusrau II type 
is ambiguous as usual. As "Abdallah ibn 'Amir was governor of Basra 
and its dependencies, including Darabjird, in a.h. 41, his coins are 
obviously according to the Muhammadan era. The coins of the Caliph 
Mu'awiya begin with the year of his succession, and are, therefore, 
most likely to be dated according to the Hijra era, though a date in 
terms of the Yezdigird era is not out of the question. As "Abd al-Malik 
ibn Marwan did not become Caliph until a.h. 65 his Darabjird coins 
must be dated according to the era of Yezdigird. It is not surprising 
that the coins of the fanatic anti-Caliph Katari are unquestionably 
Muhammadan in their chronology. 

23. DSHT?, DaM-i-Maisdn'} (jL^ 

I have suggested the above interpretation as a possibility only. The 
name is found on an Umaiyad coin of the Reformed Currency minted 
in the year a.h. 80 (see f.n,, p. cxl). Its occurrence on Arab-Sassanian 
coins is by no means common : 
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Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 52 (A.H.) 

'IJbaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 56, 61 ?, 62, 63, 64 (a.h.) 

Mus'ab ibn^ al-Znbair, year 67 (a.h.). 

The date on the coin of Mus'ab is significant. In a.h. 66-67 he was 
appointed by his brother as governor of Basra, in the neighbonrhood 
of which lay the town of Dasht-i-Maisan. The last date on ^Ubaidallah’s 
coins indicates also approximately the period when he must have lost 
control of this mint to the partisans of 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair and his 
brother Mus'ab. 

24, 24 a, 24 b. hra, Herat 

There seems to me to be no reasonable doubt that the above mint- 
name is to be identified with the important town of Herat, now in 
Afghanistan, but in Umaiyad times the capital of one of the four 
quarters of the province of IHiurasan. De Morgan^ rather absurdly 
argues against this identification on the grounds that a coin of Salm 
ibn Ziyad credited with this mint-name and dated 26 (see Catalogue, 
p. 76) could not have been struck at Herat since that place was not in 
the possession of the Arabs in a.h. 26. But there is no reason to regard 
such a date as in terms of the Hijra era. In fact, if we take it as a date 
according to the Yezdigird era, i.e. = a.h. 37, there is no difficulty what- 
soever, since Herat was captured during 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir’s expedition 
into I^urasan in a.h. 30. But a very strong piece of evidence in support 
of the Herat mint is the fact that we have coins of Muhammad ibn 
'Abdallah ibn lOiazim with the above signature dated 67. As we know 
that the latter was appointed governor by his father, who had subdued 
Herat (a.h. 64-65), and that he died not long afterwards, it is certain 
that any coins he struck would most naturally bear the name of Herat. 
Moreover, we know that Herat was an Umaiyad mint, since we have 
coins of the Reformed Currency with its Arabic name dated between 
the years a.h. 90 and 99.^ 

Arab-Sassanian coins with the above mint-name are known for the 
following governors : 

'Ubaidallah (ibn Ziyad), years 52 ? and 56 (a.h.) 

Salm ibn Ziyad, years 67, and 69 (a.h.) 

Muhammad ibn 'Abdallah ibn Khazim, year 67 (a.h.) 

Kahtan?, year 67 ? (a.h.). 


1 ‘Ateliers monetaires des Sassanides^ in 1913, p. 344. 

2 S. Lane Poole, Catalogue of Oriental Coins in the British Museum, vol. i, no. 167, p. 26. 
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25, 25a, 25b, 25c. hura?, Khurasan ? (jUJ/-) 

These mint -signatures have not so far been satisfactorily identified. 
Thomas has read the first of these ^ as Khubus, but without being able 
to locate any such place. The others appear to be a variant of the 
same name. The fact that the first is found on the coins of 'Abdallah 
ibn Khazim, governor of Hburasan, and also on the coins of Arab- 
Ephthalite type — as I have termed them — indicates the region in which 
we ought to look for the enigmatic mint. I have proposed to see in the 
signature a form of the Pehlevi name for the province of Khurasan, 
which we have in full on some coins (see below, no, 26), viz. hitra for 
HUE AS AN". If it be pointed out that the Pehlevi letter ^ is a B and 
not an e, it can be said in reply that it is not unlike the r in the mint- 
signature RD (.3-^) (see no. 48, below). (See also note on blh, no. 14, 
above, p. cxiii.) 

The occurrences of these problematic legends on Arab-Sassanian 
coins are as follows ; 

'Abdallah ibn Khazim. year 63 

Arab-Ephthalite coins (ascribed to 'Abdallah ibn Khazim), years 63, 68, 
and 69. 

These are, of course, Hijra dates. 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, year 64 (= a.h. 76). 

This date is almost certainly in terms of the Yezdigird era (see pp. Ivii 1). 

26. HURASAH, Khurasan 

In the Umaiyad period this great Eastern Province of the Caliphate 
extended from Kuhistan and Sistan to the borders of Transoxiana. 
The first Muhammadan invasion of ]^urasan began about the years 
A.H. 30-32 when an expeditionary force under Dahhak ibn Kais was 
dispatched there by 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, then governor of Basra. But 
frequent insurrections marked its subsequent history. A second in- 
vasion of the province about the year a.h. 42 is recorded, following 
the establishment of the Umaiyad power in the person of the Caliph 
Mu'awiya. Once again 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, the re-appointed governor 
of Basra, directed the necessary operations. But it was his successor, 
the astute Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, who really laid the foundations of 
Arab control in the province, though revolts continued to break out 
periodically. The suppression of one of these in a.h. 51 by Rabl' ibn 

1 J.M.A.S,, 1850, p, 300. 



cxx 


INTRODUCTION 


Ziyad al-Haridii, when he drove out an Ephthalite army, is of interest 
to us here because of the remarkable Arab-Ephthalite coin described on 
p. 127 which I have tentatively attributed to this governor. On the 
death of Ziyad his policy in Khurasan was ably upheld by his three 
sons, who in turn governed the province, particularly 'Ubaidallah and 
Salm, The province of Khurasan in these days was administered from 
the great provincial cities of Abra^ahr (JSTaisabur), BalMi, Herat, Merv, 
and Merv abRu^, a fact which is reflected in Salm’s mints of aprsht 
(no. 3), BUH (no, 14), hra (no. 24), mrw (no. 41), and mrwrut (no. 42). 
In the year a.k. 64 the then governor of Khurasan, 'Abdallah ibn 
Khazim, abandoned the Umaiyad cause in favour of that of the rival 
Caliph 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, and managed to control the province 
in revolt until his defeat at the Battle of Merv in a. h. 72. 

The full name of Khurasan nowhere occurs on either the regular 
Sassanian coins or on those Umaiyad coins of the Reformed Currency. 
The only record, in fact, of its use on the Arab- Sassanian coinage is in 
the case of Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah’s coin dated a.h. 74.^ Whether the 
name in an abbreviated shape appears as mint-signature no. 25, 25a-c, 
is a debatable point (see above, p. cxix). Other instances in this series 
are known of the use both of the name of a province as well as that of 
its chief town or towns, e.g. Sistan (no. 51) as well as its capital Zaranj 
(no. 57) ; Arrajan (no. 8) and its capital Biramkobadh (no. 15). 

21, Kanja ov Ganja 

I am by no means confident about this identification which was 
proposed by Mordtmann {Z,D.M.G., 1879, p. 131, no. 95), but I can 
suggest nothing more feasible. The place is in the province of Arran 
to the north-west of Iran. As it is, its only appearance is on a coin 
reported, but not illustrated, by Mordtmann, with the name of 'Abdallah 
(ibn 'Amir) and dated 40 (see Catalogue, M. 32, p. 51). 

28-37. KBMAN, &c., Kirmdn ( jU ) 

This mint-name — alone, or in conjunction with endings of uncertain 
import — is of frequent occurrence on Arab-Sassanian coins. The pro- 
vince of Kirman, or its capital, is obviously indicated. None of its 
territorial sub-divisions can be with any certainty discerned amongst 

^ The Pehlovi form hueasan, however, is already known on the coins of 

]^usrau II type with flaming halo (see Sir Alexander Cunningham, Num, Chron,, 1894, 
p. 291, and Herzfeld, Arch. Mitt., 1938, p. 154). 
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the other Arab-Sassanian mint-signatures or suffixes, unless perhaps 
al-Shirajan (no. 49). Lying on the main trade routes from Ears to 
Sistan and beyond to Khurasan and - India, this province was strategi- 
cally of some importance. The first Arab invasion of this region was 
under Rabi' ibn Ziyad (e. a.h. 19), Another expedition about the same 
time was made by 'Ufiiman ibn Abil-^As, brother of al-Hakam (q.v.), 
from the direction of the Persian Gulf. But the conclusion that there 
was little real success attending these ventures may be deduced from the 
fact that coinage does not begin to appear before a.h. 59. As an Umaiyad 
mint of the Reformed Coinage it is known from the year a.h. 90.^ 

The occurrences of the various mint-signatures are as follows: 

'Uhaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 56 ?, 59, 60, 61, and 62 
'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 62, 63, 66, 67, 68, and 69 
'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah, year 65 
Mm^'ab ibn al-Zubair, years 69, 70 ?, 71, and 72 ? 

'Atiya ibn al-Aswad, years 72, 73, 74, and 75 
Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, years 76, 77, and 78. 

All the above dates are in terms of the Hijra era. The coins fairly 
represent the history of the mint as well as the vicissitudes of the 
Umaiyad cause. The revolt of 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair and the over- 
throw of the Umaiyad governor 'Ubaidallah are clearly represented. 
We also note the Zubairid supporters in the person of TJmar ibn 
'Ubaidallah ibn Mi'mar and Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair in possession of the 
mint. The latter succeeded the former as governor of Basra and its 
dependencies— including Kirman- — in the year a.h. 66/67. His last 
dated coin a.h. 72 also marked the year of his death. The historians’ 
report regarding the subsequent revolt of the religious sectarian 'Atiya 
ibn al-Aswad in Kirman Province, and his defeat by the loyalist forces 
of Muhallab, is also corroborated by the above coin evidence. 

38. KVAT?, (?ili-) 

The only suggestion that I can offer regarding this mint-signature 
is that it conceals the name of some place associated with the Sassanian 
monarch d^obadh, after whom many towns were named. Even if this 
hypothesis be correct, however, there still remains the problem of its 
location. It might possibly have been in the district of Kobadh-Khurra 
in the province of Pars. The sole occurrence of the name is on coinage 
of Ziyad ibn Abi Sixfyan dated a.h. 52 (no. 66, p. 45). 

1 Lane Poole, Cat, of Oriental Coins, i, p. 23, no. 142. 
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39. MIB? 

Mordtmann identified this with Meibud in Kirman. As its appear- 
ance on j4.rab-Sassanian coins is confined to a single example of the 
Khnsran II type dated, 35, which is reported solely on Mordtmann's 
authority, it can scarcely demand' any serious consideration from 
us here. [See M. 12, p. 13.] 

40, 40 a. MR 

41, 41a, 41b, 41 c. mrw 

Merv (or Marw), the capital of one of the quarters, of the province of 
Khurasan, was, a ' great emporium on the trade-route from^ Iran, to 
Turkestan and the Chinese territories beyond. The Arabs captured it 
in A.H. 31, that is, in the ■ twentieth year of the era of Yezdigird III, 
who perished in that, very year in the neighbourhood of the city. 
Thereafter it was the centre of government and the rallying point for 
the early Islamic raids, such as those of Salm ibn Ziyad, into Trans- 
oxiana. The abbreviation of the town-name mb (no. 40) was commonly 
used on Sassanian coins— from the time of Bahram V. On the early 
Arab-Sassanian dirhams this is also the form employed, e.g. 

Yezdigird III type, year 20 = A.H. 31 

■ Kliusrau II type, years 21, 25, and 48, i.e. probably a.h. 32, 36, and 60. 

But a complete rendering of the name mew (no. 41) in course of time 
came into use under the Muhammadans on their coins, e.g. 

Salm ibn Ziyad, years 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 ?, 67 ?, 68 ?, 69, and 70 
Abdallah ibn Khazim. years 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68?, 69, 70, 72, and 73 
Arab-Ephthalite (ascribed to the latter), year 69 
Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, year 75.. 

These are all Hijra dates. Salm was definitely in control of the province 
of Khurasan from A.H. 60 to 64, although the Zubairid governor Abdallah 
ibn Khazim disputed the honour with him from the year a.h. 63 
onwards until his death in A.H. 72 or 73, That is why both antago- 
nists have coins of the same years from the same mint struck in support 
of their respective claims. The coin of the Caliph Abd al-Malik ibn 
Marwan marks the end of the internecine struggle and the restoration 
of the Umaiyads to power. 

The introduction of the new Reformed Coinage under this Caliph is 
testified by coins of the new Muhammadan type struck at Merv as early 
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aS' A.H, 73,^ so that both types. overlapped. Moreover, even on the new 
type the Pehlevi mint-iiame survives alongside of the Arabic legeiicls,- 

42, 42 a, 42 b, 42 o. mewetjt, Merv al-RudJi {hjJ\ jja) 

About midway between Herat and Merv, in the province of Khurasan .- 
lay the important city of Merv al-Rii^, ' Merv of the River Although 
it does not appear as a mint-town on the Umaiyad dirhams of the 
Reformed Coinage, it was certainly possessed of a mint under the earlier 
governors of ^urasan, who issued coins of Arab-Sassanian type. The 
known instances are : 

Salm ibn Ziyad, years 63, 64, 67 ?, and 70 (a.h.) 

'Abdallah ibn Khazim, year 69 (a.h.) 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, year 64 (=:A.h, 76?). 

As in the case of the coins of Merv mentioned above, the coinage struck 
at Merv al-Rudh also indicates the double claim of Salm and 'Abdallah 
to the possession of mint-control in this region. Their coins are dated 
according to the Hijra reckoning. In the case of Umaiya, who was 
a loyal supporter of the Umaiyad cause, we must conclude from the 
above coin either (a) that he was a sub-governor of Hiurasan under 
Salm the Umaiyad governor, for which there is no evidence in the 
historians, or else (b) that the coin is dated in terms of the Yezdigird 
era and was stimck in the year a.h. 76, at a time when we know from 
the annals that this governor was actually in charge of this province. 
The latter is the more probable conclusion. 

Merv al-Ru^i in its Pehlevi form also occurs as a countermark 
(nos. 41 and 47). See p, cxliv. 

43, 43 a, 43 b. hh, Nihdvand = Mdh al-Basm {&j^\ dU) 

NiJidvand {Sj\^) in the Jibal Province was renamed under the 
Urnaiyads Mdh al-Basra, because its revenues were allotted to the pay- 
ment of pensions for the soldiers from Basra. Under its new name it 
occurs as a mint-town on the Reformed Coinage from the year a.h. 79.*'^ 
Nihavand occupied an important place in the early annals of Islam, 
because near the town was fought the famous battle w^hich decided the 

^ Lavoix {Catalogue, i, no. 202). 

2 See, for example, Lane-Poole, BM, Catalogue, Additions, i, p. 35, no. 156q. 

3 Hitherto unpublished <3om in the Philip Thorbuni Collection, London. 
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destiny of the Arab forces in their onslaught on the Sassanian empire. 
As a mint-town, under its old Sassanian mint-signature, it appears at 
an early date on Arab-Sassanian coins, e.g. 

Khusrau II type, years 25, 26, 28 ?, 29, and 30 ( = a.h. 36--41 ?) 

'Abdallah (ibn 'Amir), year 41 

Ziyad ibn AM Sufyan, years 51, 52, and 53, and uncertain year 

'Ubaidallah ibn ZiyM, years 57, 58, 59 ?, 60, 62 ?, and 63 

Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair, ye^ar 69 ? (on Mordtmann’s authority only). 

Apart from the coins of Khusrau type, whose era is uncertain, these 
coins are all in terms of the Muhammadan era. 

This mint-name also appears in the form nih (see nos. 45 and 45 a, 
below). 

44, 44 a, 44b. nhr, Nahr-Tlrd j^) 

This place was situated in the province of Khuzistan to the west 
of Ahwaz on the road to 'Irak. The Arab-Sassanian dirhams issued 
from this mint are : 

Yezdigird III type, year 20 (= a.h. 31) 

Kh usrau II type, year 27 ? ( = a.h. 38 ?) 

ZiyM ibn AM Sufyan, years 52 and 53 (a.h.) 

'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, years 20? (= a.h. 31) and 48? (a.h.) 

'Abd al-Rahman ibn Ziyad, year 54 (a.h.) 

al-Hakam ibn AMI-'As, year 56 (A.H.). 

De Morgan {op. cit., p. 354), followed by Paruck {Sdsdnian Goins, 
p. 163), rejected the identification of this mint-signature with Nahr- 
Tira because of the fact that, according to him, there are extant 
Sassanian coins of Yezdigird III dated in the years 19 and 20 (i.e. 
A.H. 30 and 31), at a time when Yezdigird had long been driven out of 
this district. But to my knowledge no such coins have ever been 
published. Certainly none is reproduced in Paruck. Besides we find 
amongst the Arab-Sassanian coins that nhb was a mint possessed in 
common by two governors, 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Ziyad and al-Hakam 
ibn AbiT- 'As, who at the same time struck coins in Arrajan, which is 
on the borders of Khuzistan Province, so that the location of the mint 
cannot be far away from, this region. Nahr-Tira is conse(iuently quite 
suitable. Moreover we know that Nahr-Tira was actually an Umaiyad 
mint-town since it figures in the year a.h. 80^ on dirhams of the 
Reformed Currency. 


Lavoix, Catalogue, i, no. 208. 


INTRODUCTION 


cxxv 


4:^ d.. mKy Nihavand Mah al-Basra) 

This; is apparently the same mint as nh (no. 43, above). Its appear- 
ances under this form on Arab-Sassanian coins are : 

45. Khusrau II type, years 33 ? and 37 (= a.h. 44 and 48 ?) 

ZlyM ibn Abi Siifyan, year uncertain. 

45 a. 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, year 27 ? (p.-y.e. = a.h. 59) [M. 45^ p. 68] 
'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah, year 69 (a.h.) [B. 35, p. 102]. 

46. PALHAN? 

This mint-name, which is only known on Arab-Sassanian dirhams of 
Salm ibn Ziyad of the year (a.h.) 63, has usually been identified with 
Bal^, the great metropolis of Khurasan. But if this be the case, why 
is it of such rare occurrence, and why is it never found on the coins of 
the Sassanian monarchs ? Besides, in the present writer’s opinion, the 
mint of Balkh is to be identified with mint-signature blh (no. 14). We 
must look elsewhere, then, for a solution. In Blochet’s Liste giograpJiique 
des Villes de VIran (in Recueil de Travaux, vol. xvii, pp. 166 and 174) 
there is a town-name which bears a certain amount of resemblance to 
this puzzling mint-name, namely parhah (or palhah, since b and L are 
represented by the same letter in Pehlevi script). This city was 
apparently built by ‘ Rustam roi du Sagastan ’ (i.e. Sistan). It is natural 
to conclude, as Blochet does, that its situation was somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of the province of Sistan. As most of Salm’s mints are 
in the distant Eastern Provinces this suggestion is quite relevant, but far 
from conclusive. See, for example, the evidence of countermarks 
(p. cxliv). In the circumstances it is better to leave it an unsolved 
problem. 

47. PIL?, Fill (Ji) 

This mint-signature, which in the Arab-Sassanian series is only known 
on dirhams of Hakam ibn Abil-'As of the years (a.h.) 56 and 57?, has 
been variously interpreted. The most natural view, it seems to me, 
is to equate it with the Arabic J’ii which, we know, was an Umaiyad 
mint during the period of the Reformed Currency as early as a.h. 79.^ 
The mint of FU has been located in the distant province of Khwarizm 
in the town of al-Jurjania. But as this province was not conquered by 

1 Nvitzel, Catalogue, i, no. 327. Another example was previously iDOritionod by 
Casanova : CoUectioyi . . . Princesse Ismail, no. 20, The earliest notification of sucli an 
Umaiyad mint was made by Blau in 1855 p» 835). 
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the Arabs until A.H. 93 under Kntaiba ibn Muslim this seems an im- 
possible identification. If the mint-signature pil is the same as the 
Arabic mint-name FU it seems to me that the place in question must 
lie nearer to the southern provinces of Iran, since it is one of the mints 
of Hakam ibn Abi’l-'ls, whose other mints are located in Khiizistan and 
Ears, Unfortunately I can find no record of any place of such a name 
in this region. We must, therefore, leave it as another unsolved mint 
problem. 

48,48a. -R-D, al-Raiy 

These two mint-signatures, which are almost certainly to be regarded 
as variants of one and the same monogram, have occasioned much 
speculation on the part of scholars. The different interpretations, many 
of them quite fantastic, that have been proposed are summarized by 
Dr. George C. Miles in his important monograph, The Numismatic History 
of Rayy} The correct identification, however, has in recent years been 
demonstrated by Prof. E. Herzfeld.^ Briefly the philological aspect of 
the question may be simply explained as a pseudo-archaistic rendering 
of RY by RD.^ 

The important town of Raiy, the Rhages of the Ancients, in the 
neighbourhood of Teheran, in the Jibal Province, was conquered by the 
Arabs between the years a.h. 18-24. Coins of the Umaiyad Reformed 
Currency struck at this mint are known from a.h. 81 onwards. The 
following are the known instances of the occurrence of the above mint- 
signature on Arab-Sassanian coins : 

Yezdigird III type, year 21? ( = a.h. 32) 

Klmsrau II type, years 25, 26 ?, 29 ?, 32, 35, and 37 
Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, years (4)6 ? and 52 (a.h.) 

Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 38?, 60, 61, 62, 63, and 68 (a.h.) 

Bishr ibn Marwan. year 74 (a.h.) 

Uncertain Governor {Aslam'i), year 67 (a.h.). 

The coin of Yezdigird type said to be dated 21 is only vouched for 
by Mordtmann (see Catalogue, p. 5). Even if his reading be correct 
the date cannot be regarded as being according to the Hijra era.^ All 
other authenticated specimens of Arab-Sassanian coins of the Yezdigird 

2 Archaeologische Mitteilungen aus Iran, iL 2, p. 96. See also Miles, op. cit,, p. 3. 
Noldeke had suggested it earlier {Z.D.M.G., 1877, p. 149 f. and Geschichte der Perser und 

p. 486, f.n. 2). 

3 Cf. the analogous case of mint-signature no. 52 which I have proposed to read as sk 
for Stsfdn (Pehlevi, Sakastdn ; Arabic, Sijistdn). 

^ Miles, op. cit., pp. 5 and 221, has taken it so. 
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type are dated in the year 20, which marked the last year of his reign 
and also the triumph of the Muhammadan invasion. It was, moreover, 
used by the Arab governors on coins of this type, which they struck at 
mints which did not fall into their possession until long after a.h. 20. 
In consequence the date 20 on the Arab-Sassanian coinsof the Yezdigird 
type only fits into the chronological scheme if we consider it in terms 
of the Yezdigird era, i.e. = a.h. 31. Mordtmann’s coin, if correctly 

read, would be of the year a.h. 32.i 

As for the coins of M^srau II type of this mint, there is some 
uncertainty as to the era used. They may be dated either in the 
Muhammadan or else in terms of the Yezdigird era. As they have no 
<rovernor’s name it is not possible to determine which was used. The 
coin dated 25 (PI. XXX. 5) is the earliest Muhammadan coin from Uus 
mint so far illustrated. At the latest it must be of the jear a.h. 3C. 

Ziyad’s coins dated 4(6)? have a defective date, which might be read 
as siH (30) or, as I have preferred to regard it, as MSI (6), i.e. as the 
digit of some later year only partially expressed. As Ziy ad was governor 
in^Trak from the year a.h. 45 until his death, the date on the coins is 
almost certainly to be taken as 46 (a.h.). A similar coin which was read 
by Mordtmann as of the year 30 was mentioned by him, but not illus- 
trated, in Z.D.M.G., 1880, no. 562, p. 161. Miles (op. cit, p. 6, no. 4) 
came to the conclusion that Mordtmann must have been mistaken 
about Ziyad’s name on the coin because, even taking the date as in the 
Yezdigird era, it would not agree with our knowledge of Ziyad’s period 
of control in 'Irak. The interpretation I have suggested above over- 
comes this difficulty. Two specimens of this coin are known to me, one 
in the Osman Aridag Collection, Istanbul, the other in the Convent of 
St. Anne, Jerusalem. I have been enabled to illustrate the former 
specimen on PI. XL. 2. It will be seen that there is no doubt as to 


the governor’s name. 

ZiYad ibn Abi Sufyan, 'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, and Biiir ibn Marwan 
in their capacity as governors of Kufa (as well as of Basra) would have 
the Jibal Province under their jurisdiction. Their coins issued at the 
Eaiy mint are all obviously in terms of the Hijra era, ^ except m the ca.se 
of the coin of 'Ubaidallah (p. 68, 1 36) with a date which appears to be 38 
although it does not seem to fit any of the eras. At first 1 was inclined 


^ the case also with the Hncerto Governor t) 

who coined at this mint in 67 Whoever he was he was ^slam :bn Zur a ahKhaln 
as one might be tempted to suppose, and as Miles (op. cU., p. 7) has suggested. 
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to regard this as a defective 68, but its unusual obverse margin is so 
similar to that on Ubaidallah’s coins of Airan (Susa), which are dated 

29 and 30, that it is more than likely that the year in question is nearer 

30 than 60. Unfortunately, I have been unable to illustrate the coin. 

49. al-8Mrajdn 

The above interpretation is a mere conjecture on the part of the 
present writer. The town was the capital of the province of Kirman. 

The name is known even in a contracted form Shir ^ in the historians. 

It is seldom found on Arab-Sassanian coins. The only instances known 
to me are : 

Khusrau II type, year 30 ( = A.H. 41 ?) 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 11 1 (sic) 

'Abdallah (ibn 'Amir), year 50 (a.h.). 

The coin of Ziyad owes its surprisingly early date no doubt to the fact 
that an old Sassanian reverse die has been re-used at a later period, 

50. al'Sus i.e. Susa 

On Arab-Sassanian coins the Pehlevi name of Susa is rare. So far, 
it makes its appearance only on certain recently discovered undated 
copper specimens (see Catalogue, p. 171), Otherwise, under an abbrevi- 
ated Pehlevi title AIRAN (nos. 5-7, q.v.), it is to be found in the same ! 

series. Its Arabic name al-Sds is a mint-name on Umaiyad dirhams of 
the Reformed Coinage from the year a.h. 80. 

51, 51 a. bizajta{i^), Sijistdn OT Sistdn (jbx. 5 ?!^) 

This Eastern Province is otherwise represented amongst the mint- 
signatures on Arab-Sassanian coins by ZR (no. 57) for Zaranj, its capital, 
and also, according to the present writer’s theory, in the mint-signature 
no. 52 = SK, an abbreviation of the name of the province. On the 
Umaiyad dirhams of the Reformed Currency the Arabic name of the 
province appears in the year a.h. 90. The only occurrence 

of the above Pehlevi forms of the name on Arab-Sassanian coins is on 
coins of Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, year 73 (a.h.) [pp. 107-8]. 


1 Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter, iii, p. 230. 
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52, 52 a, 52 b, 52 c, 52 d. ■ sk, SijistMn 

This m.iiit-sigi.iatiii’e has for long been read' as izd, and. interpreted as 
the' mint, of Yezd.(3j^),'altIiotigh this mint' is. not known at all on any 
of the Umai 3 ’'ad coins of purely- Mnh.ammad.an type. The present writer 
has reached the conclusion, after an ■examination of the whole series of 
Arab-Sassanian co.ms, that the region -where coins, with this particular 
mint-signature were struck must have been in the province of Sistaii, 
and it has .seemed to him that it is quite possible , to interpret the 
signature as, the initial letters of this province, i.e. either as sd (cf. 
above, p.- cxxvi, ED for Rhages or Raiy) ..or ,as sk (for SakasMfi; the old 
name of Sistan). 

; ..' It is . a common mintnsignature ' on, Arab-Sassanian coins, , as can be 
, seen from the following summary of .its'' known, occurrences.: , 

Yezdig'ird III type, year 20 (= a.h, 31) ■ 

' Khiisrau ir type, years 26 '?-, 28'?, -37, .38?, 45, 48, 61?, and ,63„? 

, 'Ubaidaliah ibn Ziyad, years 56, 57,?,-. 58'?, and 63 ? 

Salm ibn Ziyad, , year, 56 ( = A.H.- 68) " 

Talha ibn 'Abdallah, years 64 and 66? 

'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, year 66 
'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra, year 79 
'Abdallah ibn al-Rariiyi (?), year 66. 

Most of the above dates are in terms of the Muhammadan era. The 
last five governors, as can be seen by a reference to their biographical 
sketches, were in turn governors of the province of Sistan. So it seems 
fairly obvious that their common mint is likely to have been located in 
that quarter. This signature is also found on the barbarous imitations, 
described on pp. 125-6, on one of which the name of the capital of 
Sistan occurs. 

53, 53 a, 53 b. ST, IstaMhf ( 

IstaMlJ’j the ancient Persepolis, was the capital of one of the five 
great districts of the province of Pars. Its Arabic name appears on 
the Umaiyad dirhams of the Reformed Coinage from the year a.h. 90 
onwards.^ 

The place had had, already a long mint history, in Arsacid and 
Sassanian times, before the Arabs took over control, first of all in 
A.H. 23 and later, after a period of revolt,. c. a.h. 28 or 29. 

1 There is a questionable example of the -year a.h. 79 in the British Museum, but 
little reliance can he placed on this date. 
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On Arab-Sassanian dirhams st occurs as follows : 

Khusrau II type, year 31 

Ziyad ibn Abi Snfyto, years 51 and 54 (a.h.) 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 52?, 60, 61, and 62 (there is a copper piece 
perhaps dated 59 ?) 

'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 63? and 66 (a.h.) 

'Umar ibn 'Ubaidaliah (supporter of the former), years 69, 70, and 71 ? 
(a.h.) 

al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, years 78 and 79 ? (a.h.). 

Once again the coins chronicle the political movements of the period; 
the repulse of the Umaiy ad cause by the rival Caliph 'Abdallah ibn 
al-Zubair and his adherents, followed by their suppression by al-Mu- 
hallab ibn Abi Sufra and the restoration of the Umaiyad power in the 
Eastern Provinces. 


54, 54a. TART?, Ardashlr-Khurra ? (^ 

The only suggestion that I can make regarding the significance of 
this mint-signature is that it is the same as art (no. 9), i.e. Arda^ir- 
Khurra, with an added prefix of uncertain value. It is found on the 
Arab-Sassanian coins of the following governors : 

'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, year 71 (a.h.) 
al-Muhallab ibn Abi §ufra, year 76 (a.h.) 
al-IJajjaj ibn Yusuf, years 78 and 80 (a.h.). 

Both Muhallab and Hajjaj have also coins of this year struck at 
Ardashir-Khurra in the province of Pars. This supports the above 
explanation. 

55. T^pjj'RSTA'N, Tabaristdn (jl::..^) 

Although this province appears in possession of a mint on a rare 
Umai37ad coin of the Reformed Currency of the year a.h. 102^ it 
nowhere occurs on the Arab-Sassanian coins issued by the Umaiyad 
governors. The first occurrence of the Pehlevi name on Muhammadan 
coins is c. a.h. 144, when the 'Abbasid governors of the province took 
over the coinage system of the Ispahbads. These coins are described in 
the Catalogue on pp. 131-61. , For an historical and geographical sketch 
of Tabaristan reference should be made to pp. Ixix-lxxx. 

1 Lavoix, Catalogue, i, no. 440, PL III. 
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; 56/zakkak?, 

As Zaiijan, a large city in the province of Jibal, is not represented 
amongst the mints of the Umaiyad Reformed Coinage the above identify 
cation is put forward with considerable reserve. ■ The only occurrence 
of ; the name in full is on the Arab-Sassanian coins of 'Ubaidallali ibii 
Ziyad dated a.h. 63. The same mint-name, however, may be contained 
ill nos. 62, 62 a-b below. Zanjan was an important station on the great 
highway from Adharbaijan to Kazwin. See also M. 25, p. 46. 


57, 57 a, 57 b. ZE, Zarary (^jj) 

Zaranj is the capital of Sistan Province (see nos. 51 and 52). On the 
Arab“Sassaniaii dirhams it is known in the following instances : 

Khusrau II, year 47 (a.h.?) 

Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, year 69 (on Mordtmann’s authority) 

Ziyad ibn Abi Siifyan, years 51, 52, and 53? (a.h.) 

'Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad, years 26 ( — a.h. 58) and 57 (a.h.) 

Abdallah ibn Khazim, year 64? (a.h.) 

Katari ibn al-Fuja’a, year 75 (a.h.) 

Muhallab ibn Abi §ufra, years 75 and 76 ? (a.h.) 

Uncertain Governor (Muhammad), year 40 ?. 

The Arabic name of Zaranj also appears on a barbarous imitation of 
an Arab-Sassanian coin of uncertain date (see Catalogue, p, 126). 

58, BN? or ZN? 

I can offer no satisfactory equivalent of this mint-signature. In the 
Arab-Sassanian series it occurs on the following coin (p. 48) : 

^ Abdallah ibn 'Amir, year; 30. , , 

This may be a Hijra date since 'Abdallah was first appointed over Basra 
and its dependencies in A.H, 29. 

59. S ?: ' 

This uncertain mint-signature occurs on the following Arab-Sassanian 
coin (p, 13) : 

Khusrau II type, year 35. 

The era is indeterminate, probably Hijra. 
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60, 60 a. ? 

This puzzling signature might readily be regarded as an abbreviation 
of BJBA (no. 13), i.e. al-Basra, but as it is known on Sassanian coins of 
Yezdigird III long after that city was in Arab possession, as well as 
on Sassanian coins before Basra was founded, this explanation could 
not be sustained. As in the case of blh (no. 14) the location of the 
mint would seem to be somewhere in the eastern territories. There may 
be some significance in the fact that the same form occurs as a suffix in 
the mint-name (no. 37) kemaxbj. On Arab-Sassanian coins it occurs as 
follows: 

Yezdigird III type, year 20 (= a.h. 31) 

'Abdallah (ibn 'Amir), year 20*? (= a.h. 31) 

'Abel al-Rafiman ibn Ziyad, years 52 and 53 (a.h.). 


61. ST? 

This may be a blundered form of st (no. 53), i.e. Istakhr. As such 
it was read by Pere Paulin Lemaire (in Num, Chron., 1938, p. 295), but 
it is more probably a bungled form of no. 54 (q.v.). The sole example 
on Arab-Sassanian coins is: al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, year 80 (a.h.). 

62, 62a, 62 b. zank? 

These may be variants of the mint-name no. 56 above, which has 
been conjecturally read as Zanjdn. The following are the occurrences 
of these uncertain mint-signatures on Arab-Sassanian coins : 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, year 54 ? (authority of Mordtmann) 

'Ubaidailah ibn Ziyad, years 60 and 63 (a.h.). 

63. apktjrah ?, ? (j!jj:j] ) 

This uncertain mint-signature occurs only on the unique Arab- 
Ephthalite coin described on p. 127. If the reading proposed is correct, 
there is a place called Abnuran mentioned by the Arab geographer 
Ibn Khurdadhbih ^ that might correspond. The place is also called 
Anburdn and Amurdn. This was the name of a district and town in 
the province of Pars. The town lay on the road to Arrajan,^ west of 

^ 45. 5 (quoted by Schwarz, i, p. 39). 

2 Le Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, pp. 264-5. 
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Nawbanjan, in, a very fertile region. The drawback, however, to this 
identification is the fact that the ' Arab-Ephthalite coins appear to be 
associated with the province, of Khurasan. As I can find no place 
in that province that can be made to fit the Pehlevi legend, I must 
leave the difficulty unsolved. 

64. SHAJA? 

This uncertain mint-signature is found only on one coin, viz. al- 
Mu^ira ibn al-Muhallab, year 71, (a.h.). See Notes, pp. 194-5. , 

Geographical Outline 

A brief geographical survey of the Eastern Provinces and their known 
mints in Umaiyad times may be useful. The following notes are conse- 
quently best studied in conjunction with the map on p. cxliii and the 
details of Pehlevi mint-names already recorded above on pp. cii-cv. It 
must be borne in mind always that the name of a province may also — 
in fact, usually does— indicate its chief town, which is known by the 
same name althocgh it may have another name as well, e.g. Sijistan 
or Sistan (province) also stands for its capital Zaranj. Both names 
are in fact employed. 

The province of in early times was divided into twelve districts 
{oT Astdndt), Each district (or in its turn was subdivided into 

a variety of sub-districts called Tassuj. An outline of these to indicate 
the Umaiyad mint-towns may be useful ; the knoim mints are underlmed : 

A. East of the Tigris we have : 

(1) the Astan of Shadh Firuz or Uulwan 

(2) the Astan of Shadh Humuz, round Baghdad, and including the 
sub-district of al-Madina al-Atika (iil*)! iljJuJl) {ancient 
Ctesiphon). 

(3) the Astan of Shadh Kubadh comprising the sub-district of 
Khusrau Shadh Hurmuz ( 3 .ayi» 

B. In the territory watered by both the Tigris and Euphrates we have : 

(4) the Astan of Nahrawan, in which al-'Al and perhaps the rare 
mint of al-Jisr may have been situated (?). 

(5) the Astan of Kaskar including the town of Kaskar ( jCSl and 
the important town of Wasit (Jsu«^) built by the famous 
Umaiyad Viceroy llajjaj ibn Yusuf (q,v.) in a.h. 84. The latter’s 

^ Lane-Poole, H.Af. OaL^ xx, p. 31, no, 70 f. 
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late foundation i>recludes its appearance among the Arab- 
Sassanian coins of the Umaiyads. The mint of al-Mubaraka 
is perhaps to be located in this district. 

(6) the Astan of Shadh Bahman including the two sub-districts 

of Maisan and Dasht-i-Maisan the capital 

of which, al-Madhar, also appears as a mint-name. In this 
district was the celebrated Muhammadan capital of al-Basra 

The rare mints of al-Bayan and al-Furat are also in 
this region. 

C. West of the Tigris we have : 

(7) the Upper Astan (JtCiV I 

(8) the Astan of Ardashir Babghan. In this district was located the 
celebrated new garrison city of the Muhammadans al-Kufa. 

(9) the Astan of Bih Dhivmasufan. 

J! 

(10) the Astan of Upper Bihkobadh 

(11) the Astan of Middle Bihkobadh Slifi). 

(12) the Astfc of Lower Bihkobadh 

Of the above mints, which we know were active in the Umaiyad 
period following upon the Currency Reform of 'Abd al-Malik, there is 
only one that can without hesitation be paralleled amongst the mints 
that issued Arab-Sassanian coins, viz, al-Basra == bjra (no. 13). The 
other Arab-Sassanian mint-name that is, almost without doubt, to be 
located in this province is bh (no. 11) = Bihkobadh, which might be any 
of the three districts of that name. Da^t-i-Maisan may also be the 
equivalent of signature no. 23. The extraordinary thing is that the 
second of the two great garrison cities established by the Arab con- 
querors in this province, al-Kufa, apparently does not figure amongst 
the Arab-Sassanian mint-signatures. The earliest record we have of it 
as a mint-city is the date a.h. 79 on an Umaiyad dirham of the 
Reformed Currency. 

The province of al-Jazlra i.e. Hhe Island ’, so called because 

it lay between the Tigris and the Euphrates, does not figure to any great 
extent in the coinage of the Umaiyad Caliphs. The only town of this 
province whose name occurs on an Umaiyad dirham of the Reformed 
Currency period is Harran.^ Two other towns only occur as mint-names 
under the Umaiyads : al-Mausil (Mosul) and al-Ruha (Edessa) ; both, 

^ The sole published example is in the Istanbul Museum (Catalogue, p. TV, no. hX ^ 
Pi. I). I have verified the date (a.h. 87) from the coin itself. 
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however, on the copper coinage. There is no evidence that any of the 
mint-signatures on the Arab-Sassanian coins belong to places in the pro- 
vince of al-Jazira. 

The 'province of Adharbaijdn was of little consequence in the 

early days of the Caliphate. That it did possess a mint-town is evidenced 
by the presence of the name on dirhams of the Reformed Giirreiicy and 
its probable equivalent atra (no. 10) on the Arab-Sassanian coins. 
That is the extent of its numismatic interest to us in this work. 

Of the north-west provinces those of Arran { jl^i) and Arminiya (ijUjl) 
have a certain interest in the history of Umaiyad mints. The former 
is found on a dirham of the Reformed Currency of the year a.h. 90^ 
and it is just possible that one of its towns, Kanja (4>c5l, may be the 
equivalent of a rare mint-signature, reported but not confirmed, on an 
Arab-Sassanian coin, knja (no. 27). The latter province of ArmmTya 
not only occurs under its own name on the Umaiyad dirhams of the 
Reformed Currency from the year a.h. 81 onwards, but also under 
that of its capital Dabil from the year a.h. 84. No mint -signature 
on the Arab-Sassanian coins has so far been definitely allocated to this 
province. 

The province of Jibdl (JW)? the ancient Media, comprised four dis- 
tricts, of which the following four cities were the respective capitals : 

(a) Kirmisin (later Kirmanshah) ; (6) Hamadhan ; jc) al-Raiy ; (d!) Isfahan 

(Jaiy )^ 

(a) This district, now in the modern Kurdistan, has no numismatic 
interest for us here. 

(b) Hamadhan (jIjua) is not only a mint-city on Reformed Currency 
dirhams from the year a.h. 90 onwards, but appears under its mint- 
signature AHM (no. 4) on the Arab-Sassanian coins. 

(c) The important city of al-Raiy the ancient Greek Riiages, 

likewise ajipears on the Reformed Currency dirhams from the year 
A.H. 81 and on the Arab-Sassanian coins under the guise of the mint- 
signature bd (no. 48). 

(d) Part of the city of Isfahan appears as a mint-place under 

the name of Jaiy {^) on the Reformed Currency dirhams from the 
year a.h. 75 onwards ; but no indication of its presence amongst 
the mint-signatures on the Arab-Sassanian coins has yet been 
detected. 

^ Arch. Soc. St, Petersburg,^ vx, p. 231, 
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In addition to the above the following places in the Jibal Province 
are known to have struck Umaiyad Reformed Currency dirhams : 

(1) Mah al-Basra ^U) from the year a.h. 79. This place is the 

old Sassanian city of Nihavandj which appears on the Arab-Sassanian 
coins as nh and nih (nos. 43 and 45). 

(2) Dastawa which was a town and district belonging partly 

to Raiy and partly to Hamad han. appears on the dirhams of con- 
ventional Muhammadan type from the year a.h, 91. Apparently it 
does not occur on our Arab-Sassanian coins. 

(3) The same applies to the district of al-Taimara or Shakk 

al-Taimara ^). Dinawari^ records that the district of 

Ispahan was split (J^) into the tw^o divisions of Jaiy and al-Taimara 
(hence 

One other place in this province may perhaps have been an Umaiyad 
mint, viz. the town of Zanjan (jUjj) or Zankan (j\Sjj). Yakuts says it 
lay near to Kazwin and Abhar, which would be somewhere in the district 
of Dastawa. This seems to be the mint that appears on the Arab- 
Sassanian coins as zaot^ah (nos. 56 and 62) ; the name occurs nowhere, 
however, on the later Umaiyad coins after the Currency Reform. 

The provmce of Khuzistdn ( j^) comprising all the alluvial country 
of the river Karun — the Dujail al-Ahwdz or Little Tigris of the Huz 
(tribe), who gave their name to the province — is quite rich in Umaiyad 
mints, though so far only two appear to be identifiable with any 
certainty on the Arab-Sassanian coins, viz. (a) al-Sus (^j-;;^!) and 
{b) Nahr-Tira j^). 

(а) al-Sus, the ancient Susa, not only occurs under the Arabic name 

on the Reformed Currency, from the year a.h. 80, but also 
on the Arab-Sassanian coins, both under its Pehlevi name ^xjsh 
( no. 50) and under its Pehlevi official title Airan-Khurra-Shahpuhr 
abbreviated to air, aira, or aieah (nos. 5, 6, and 7). The excava- 
tions of the French Mission ArcMologique in that neighbourhood 
have been fruitful of numismatic discoveries, and more will, no 
doubt, be forthcoming. 

(б) ISTahr-Tira, a town on the main road from the capital of Khuzistan 
Province, al- Ah waz, across to the chief cities of 'Irak, had a mint 

^ Kitdb aUAhhbdr al-Tiwal^ Bd. V. Guirgass, p. 68. 

2 Mil* jam a^Hwifc^an, ed. WustenfeM ii, p. 948. 
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under the Umaiyad Caliphs. Its earliest appearance on their Reformed 
Currency coins is a.h. 80. The mint-signature hhr (no. 44) on their 
Arab-Sassanian coins has been in consequence identified with this 
place. 

The other Umaiyad mints in this province, which apparently do not 
appear on the Arab-Sassanian coins, are : 

(1) Jundai-Sabiir (jjjLw formerly the old Sassanian capital o! 

Veh-Andew*“Shahpuhr, i.e. ' Good- Antioch of Shapur’, and celebrated 
under the Arabs for its famous School of Medicine, appears on 
Reformed Currency dirhams in the year a.h. 80. 

(2) Suk al-Ahwaz Arab provincial capital, appears at 

the earliest in the year a.h. 79. 

(3) Ramhurmuz the old was minting 

Reformed Currency dirhams in the year a.h. 80, as was also 

(4) Manadhir (jSlu), which was the name given to two districts and 
towns called, respectively, Great and Little Manadhir. Lastly, 

(5) we have the rare mint-name Surrak a district in the south, 

which appears as early as a.h. 81. 

The province of Far s the ancient Persis, to the east of Khuzi- 

stan, was divided into the following five districts : (a) Ista^r, (6) Sabiir 
(or Bi^apur), (c) Ardashlr-Khurra. (d) Darabjird, and (e) Arrajan. Each 
one of these appears on the Arab-Sassanian coins as a mint-name. 

(a) Istakhr ( the ancient Persepolis of the Greeks, not only 
appears as a mint- town on the Reformed Currency dirhams as early 
as A.H. 79, but its Pehlevi name in abbreviation, st (no. 53), is quite 
common on the Arab-Sassanian coins struck by the Umaiyad 
governors of Pars. 

(6) Sabur (jjjU-) — hs fuller name is Bishapur { jjjIA -<b ) — appears as an 
Umaiyad mint of the Reformed Currency from the year a.h. 80 
onw^ards. Although the capital of the smallest tera, or district, of 
Ears, its Pehlevi mint-signature bish (no. 12) is amongst the com- 
monest on Arab-Sassanian coins, indicating its great importance. 

(c) Ardashir-Khurra capital, Shiraz, was not built 

till A.H. 64 — appears on the Reformed Currency in the year a.h. 80.^ 
Its Pehlevi mint-signature AET (no. 9) is also of frequent occurrence 
on the Umaiyad coins of Arab-Sassanian type. 

1 Porter (in Num^ Chron,, 1921, p. 317), 
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(d) Darabjird j:>) iias its earliest known appearance on the Reformed 

Currency in the year a.h. 80. Nevertheless, that it was an important 
mint is proved by the frequent appearance of its Pehlevi mint- 
signature da, &c. (nos. 17-22) on the Arab-Sassanian coins. One of 
its chief towns was Fasa (Li), which, although it apparently has no 
equivalent amongst the mint- signatures, does occur on the Reformed 
Currency in the year a.h. 79. 

(e) Arrajan (uWjL> which adjoins the Khuzistan Province, does not 
appear amongst the mint-names on the Umaiyad Reformed Currency. 
On the Arab-Sassanian coins, however, there is a mint-signature 
(no. 8) which the present writer has proposed to read as arjh = 
Arrajan. There is also a hitherto unpublished mint-signature (no. 15) 
which the present writer has also suggested might be read as brm 
and interpreted as Biramkuba^ (iLl» jj), which is another name for 
Arrajan city (see p. cxvi, above). 

The province of Kirmdn ( jU^) had for its chief town the old Sassaniaii 
capital al-Shirajan, the name which, the present writer suggests, may 
be concealed in the mint-signature (no. 49), which appears on the 
Arab-Sassanian coins. The only mint-name from this province, how- 
ever, that appears on the Reformed Currency is that of the province 
itself on coins beginning with the year a.h. 90. The Pehlevi equivalent 
of this, with various additional enigmatic letters, is fairly common on 
the Arab-Sassanian coins in this Catalogue (see krmak, nos. 28-37). 

The province of Malcrdn apparently had no mint, known to us, 

at work during the Umaiyad Caliphate and therefore does not concern 
us here. 

The province of Sistdn or Sijistdn (jLu*?;^^) not only appears on the 
Umaiyad coinage under its own name, but also under that of its capital 
Zaranj On the Reformed Currency dirhams the earliest occur- 

rence of the former is in a.h. 90, while that of the latter is in a.h. 101, 
although there is a stray case where the Arabic name Zaranj is found 
on a barbarous imitation of a coin of Arab-Sassanian type (see Catalogue, 
p. 126, no. 245), which might be earlier. The Pehlevi mint-signatures 
on the Arab-Sassanian coins which have been identified with this pro- 
vincial mint are as follows: sizajtah? (no. 51) and zr (no. 57). In 
addition the present writer, for reasons stated elsewhere, suggests 
attributing mint-signature no. 62 also to this mint. 

The small /province of Kumis (^^) lay on the road from Raiy in the 
Jibal Province to Naisabur (Abrashahr) in Khurasan. Its capital 
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Damghan was formerly often referred to by the name of the province, 
in accordance with a common Arabic custom. Kumis is found as 
a mint-name on Umaiyad dirhams of the Reformed Ourreiicy for the 
first time' in the year a.h. 91. 'There appears to be no trace 'Of its 
mint activity, however, on the Arab-Sassanian coinage. 

The province of Tabaristan the mountain land north-east of 

Kumis, for a long time remained independent of Arab control. Never- 
theless, in Umaiyad times the Arabic name Tabaristan is found on 
dirhams of the Reformed Currency of the year a.h. 102. On the Arab- 
Sassanian coins issued during the Umaiyad regime there is no trace of 
such a mint, but on the coins with Pehlevi legends issued by the 
'Abbasid governors in Tabaristan the name tfurstan (no. 55) is a 
regular feature. 

The province of KJmrdsdn the greatest of the Eastern Pro- 

vinces, was divided into four districts, each with its capital of the same 
name : {a) Abrashahr (Naisabiir), (6) Merv, (c) Herat, and {d) Balfe, 
all of which are represented amongst the Umaiyad mints. 

(а) Abrashahr later called Naisabur or Nishapur, appears as 

a mint-city on the Reformed Currency dirhams in the year a.h. 92. 
But under its Pehlevi name it occurs in the mint-signatures ape, 
APRSH, and aprsht: (nos. 1, 2, and 3) on the earlier Arab-Sassanian 
coins. 

(б) Merv or Marv {jja) is known as an Umaiyad mint on the Reformed 
Currency as early as a.h. 73, so that there is an uninterrupted 
connexion with the coinage of Arah-Sassanian type of tiie same mint 
under its Pehlevi name mrw (no. 41). 

(c) Herat (5^) is found on the Umaiyad dirhams of the Reformed 
Currency beginning with the year a.h. 90, but under its Pehlevi 
name hba (no. 24) it appears earlier on the Arab-Sassanian coins. 

(d) BallA (^)? the great 'Mother of Cities’, first occurs under its 

Arabic name on the Umaiyad coins of the Reformed Currency in 
the year a.h. 114, although the form Balkh al-Baicla ^), i.a. 

'White Baiyi’, is recorded in a.h. 111.^ The present writer has 
suggested that w^e must look for this mint under the mint-signature 
BLH (no. 14), which has jjreviously always been read as bba. The 
mint-signature palhan (no. 46) has been interpreted as Balkh, but 
this is unlikely. 

i This iatter name has been attributed to another town in Daghestan (see J.R>A,S., 
1871, p. 437), but I see no reason to support this. The style in both cases is the same. 
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UMAIYAD MINTS IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES 


Reformed Coinage 

Earliest 

date 

Arah-Sassanian 

Coinage 

Latest 

date 

Province 


A.H. 


A.H. 


Abrashahr 

92 

APR, APRSH, APBSHT 

(nos. 1-3) 

69 

Khurasan 

Adharbaijan 

105 

ATRA (no. 10) 

63 

Adharbaijan 

Ardashir-Khurra 

80 

ART (no. 9) 

78 or 79 ? 

Bars 

Arran 

89 

iSee KNJA (no. 27) 


Arran 

Arminiya 

81 

... 


Arminiya 

Istakhr 

79? 

ST (no. 53) 

79 

Bars 

abBab 

114 

• • 


? 

Biramkubadh 

79 

BRM (no. 15) 

58 

Bars 

al- Basra 

79 

BJRA (no. 13) 

75 

‘Irak 

Balkh 

114 

BI.H (no. 14) 

77 

Khurasan 

Balkh al-Baida 

111 

BLH (no. 14) 

77 

Khurasan 

Bihkubadli al-Asfal 

90 

BH (no. 11) 

61 

‘Irak 

Bihkubadh al-Awsat 

90 

BH (no. 11) 

61 

‘Irak 

al-Bayan 

81 

. . ■ : 


‘Irak 

al-Taimara 

90 



Jibai 

al-Jazira 

80? 



Jazira 

al-Jisr 

80 



‘Irak ? 

Jundai-Sabur 

80 

. . 


Khuzistan 

Jaiy 

75 

. . 


J ibal 

Harran 

87 



Jazira 

Hnlwan 

93U 

. . 


‘Irak 

Klmsrau Shadh Hnrmuz 

97 



‘Irak 

Dabil 

84 



Arminiya 

Darabjird 

80 

DA, &c. (nos. 17-22) 

82 

Bars 

Dastawa 

91 

... 


Jibai 

Basht-i-Maisair 

80® 

DSHT ? (no. 23) 

67 

‘Irak 

Bamhiirmuz 

80 



Khuzistan 

al-Raiy 

81 

RD (no. 48) 

74' 

Jibai 

Zaranj 

101? 

ZR (no. 57) 

■ .75 

Sistan 

Sabtir (Bishapur) 

803 

BISH (no. 12) 

83 

Bars 

Sijistan (Sistan) 

90 

sizajtan (no. 51), 
and SK (no. 52) 

73 

Sistan . 

' 

Sarakhs 

90 



Khurasan 

Surrak 

81 1 



Khuzistan 

ai-Sus 

80 

SHUSH (no. 50) and 

AIR, AIRA, AIR AN 

(nos. 5-7) 

61 

Khuzistan 


1 First published and illustrated in 1938, p. 296, fig. 2. 

2 Unpublished dirham in the American Numismatic Society, New York. 

3 Johnson Sale (Sotheby, 1906), 
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Reformed Coinage 

Earliest 

date 

Arab-Sassaman 

Coinage 

Latest 
■ date 

Province 

;Sul> al-Ahwaz 

79 

, , 


KbOzistan 

Shakk al-Taimara 

80 



Jibal 

Tabaristan , 

102 

TFXJBSTAN ^ 


Tabaristan 

al-'Al! 

97 

. . 


•Trak , ■ 

Fasa 

79 



Fars 

al-Furat 

81 



‘Irak 

Fil 

79 

PIL? (no. 47) 

57 

? 

Kumis 

91 



Kfiinis , 

Kirman 

90 

BBMAN, &C. (nos. 

28-37) 

78 

Kirman 

Kaskar 

97 



‘Irak 

al-Ktifa 

79 



‘Irak 

Mah al- Basra (Nihavand) 

79 

isriH and nh (nos. 43 
and 45) 

69 

Jibal 

Mahi 

90 



9 

ai-Mubaraka 

107 

. . . 


‘Irak ? 

al-Madina al-'Atika 

97 

. . 


'Irak ? 

ai-Madhar 

96 

. . 


‘Irak 

Marw (Merv) 

73 

MBW (nos. 40 and 41) 

75 

Khurasan 

Manadhir 

80 



Khuzistan 

Maisan 

79 

. . 


‘Irak 

Nahr-Tira: 

80 

NHB (no. 44) 

56 

Khuzistan 

Herat 

90 

HBA (no. 24) 

69 

Khurasan 

Hamadhan 

90 

AHM (no. 4) 

52 

Jibal 

Wasit 

84 



‘Irak 


In addition to the above note must be taken of the following : 

(a) The Amb-Sassanian mint-signatures so far not identified. (See Table 
above, on pp. cii if., especially nos. 58-64.) 

(b) A few mint-signatures on Arab-Sassanian coins which have been 
interpreted as follows, but which do not occur on the Umaiyad coins of the 
Reformed Currency in this form, namely : 

No. 8, AEJK, i.e. Arrajan (in Fars Province) 

No. 26. HOBASAK, and no. 25, hitba, i.e. Khurasan 
No. 27. KNJA, i.e. Kan ja (in Arran Province) 

No, 42. MBWBTTT, i.e. Merv-al-Rudh (in Khurasan Province) 

No. 49. i.e. al-ShiraJan? (in Kirman Province) 

No. 56. ZANKAN, i.e, Zanjan (in Jibal Province). 

1 The Pehievi name does not occur on Umaiyad coins. 
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The remarkable fact is that the mint-town of Merv (^^1 jy^), 

which is quite well known on Arab-Sassanian coins under its Pehlevi 
form MEWBUT (no. 42), nowhere makes an appearance, as one might 
expect, on the Umaiyad dirhams of the Reformed Coinage. On the 
other hand, another Umaiyad mint which was functioning in the days 
of the Reformed Currency was Sarrakhs or Sarakhs a town 

midway between the provincial capitals of Merv and Abra^ahr. Appar- 
ently it occurs nowhere on Arab-Sassanian coins. Its earliest known 
date is a.h. 90. 

The list on pp. cxl f. summarizes and collates the known Umaiyad 
mints both of the Reformed Coinage and of the Arab-Sassanian group. 
The earliest known date of the former as well as the latest known date 
of the latter are noted. 

IV. COUNTERMARKS 

In the Arab-Sassanian series these are to be found only on the coins 
of the Umaiyad governors in the East. Two curious facts about them 
are : (a) they are always on the obverse, and (b) they are never stamped 
over the face of the conventional Sassanian effigy. A rough enumera- 
tion of the occurrences of the different countermarks shows that by far 
the commonest is no. 14 which is frequently used alone, but also quite 
as often in conjunction with no. 39 or variants of the latter (such as 32, 
33, 38), which embody an Ephthalite legend. Most of these are counter- 
struck very appropriately on coins of Khurasan. 

In fact most of the countermarks are impressed on coins issued at 
one or other of the famous mints in that great province, where the 
practice was apparently more prevalent than elsewhere. The coins of 
Trak, on the other hand, are seldom counterstamped, and in the few 
instances where they are, they perhaps received this mark of guarantee 
in one of the Eastern Provinces in the course of circulation there. 

A study of these countermarks can prove quite instructive. The 
following are some observations made. 

One of the most important groups of countermarks is nos. 28, 34, and 
40. Each consists of a legend in Ephthalite script, which I have else- 
where (p. Ixvii) suggested might contain the name "Abdallah, together 
with a symbol which closely resembles one which occurs on 

3- Incidentally this symbol was reported on a coin vouched for by Mordtmann (see 
M. 28, p. 49) of the governor ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Amir, struck at Merv in the year 41. Un- 
fortunately the reading is not confirmed. 
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the margin of all the Arab-Ephthalite coins which I have attributed to 
'Abdallah ibn Khazim. In addition, countermarks 28 and 40 have 
pellets. The known occurrences of these countermarks are as follows : 

No. 28. Salm ibn Ziyad, Merv al-Rudhs year 70 
No. 34. Arab-Ephthalite coin, Merv, year 69 
No. 40. Salm ibn Ziyad, Merv, year 63. 

It is noteworthy that such a countermark is never used on a coin dated 
either before or, what is more important, after the period when 'Abdallah 
ibn ^azim was governor of Khurasan. That fits in with the interpreta- 
tion of the legend above suggested. 

Countermarks nos, 41 and 47 are forms of the Pehlevi name for the 
town of Merv al-Rudh,^ The known occurrences are : 

Salm ibn Ziyad, Abra^ahr, year 64 ; Herat, year 67 ; Merv, years 
63, 65, and 69 

'Abdallah ibn Khazim, Merv al-Rudh, year 69 ; Merv, year 66 
'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah, Bishapur, year 68. 

With the exception of the last all these are products of mints in 
Khurasan. Merv al-Rudh was a mint of both Salm and 'Abdallah, 
although the latter apparently only struck coins there in one year, 
A.H, 69 (see p, 94). 'Umar’s coin must have strayed from the province of 
Ears where it was minted, and been guaranteed afterwards for currency 
in distant Khurasan. 

Another interesting group is nos. 6, 12, and 18 which depict a kneeling 
Bactrian camel. The recorded occurrences are : 

No. 6. Salm ibn Ziyad, Merv, year 63 ; Merv al-Rudh, year 63 
No. 6. 'Abdallah ibn Khazim, Merv, years 66 and 69 
No. 12. Salm ibn Ziyad, Palhan ?, year 63 
No. 18. Salm ibn Ziyad, Herat, year 67. 

With the possible exception of the puzzling palhan (?) all the above 
coins were definitely minted in the great province of Khurasan. A 
Bactrian camel as counterstamp is a very appropriate symbol for that 
region, which included the great metropolis of BalMi, the Bactra oi the 
ancients. The coins of only two governors bear this countermark — 
Salm and 'Abdallah — and both governed Khurasan. It seems highly 
probable then that the uncertain mint-name (no. 46), which has been 
read as palhan, should be located in this province. In the Mint 
Notes (p. cxxv)'a place-name in Sistan province has been suggested, 
but it is not unlikely that the unknown mint was in Khurasan. 

1 Stiokel, Eandbuch, ii. 99, misinterpreted it as ‘ passirt nnd gangbar 
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Countermarks nos. 43, 44, 49, and 50 have a Pehlevi word which has 
been explained as jhlan, ‘ current If this is the case it is the equiva- 
lent of countermark no. 42 which is the corresponding Arabic word 



The unique Arabic countermark no. 36 has never been satisfactorily 
explained so far. I have proposed to read it as a Pehlevi word in 
Arabic guise, namely ^ i.e. jhrm (= jaharum, 'fourth).’ Perhaps 
instead of the ordinal the fraction 'quarter’ was intended, in which 
case it could have a metrological significance. The mistake in the 
numeral, if such it be, is one that might readily be made by an engraver 
whose knowledge of Pehlevi was faulty. On epigraphic grounds the 
Kufic script in which the countermark is written can be ascribed to 
the first century of the Hijra. 

Countermark no. 48, so far as we know, only occurs on coins struck 
in the province of Kirman, although a similar countermark, minus the 
pellets and stroke below (no. 54), is found on a coin of 'Ubaidallah ibn 
Ziyad of Basra, year 64. The occurrences of countermark no. 48 are 
as follows : 

'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, years 68 and 69 
Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair, year 69 
'Atiya ibn al-Aswad, year 72. 

It is possible that this might have been a special countermark adopted 
by 'Atiya and stamped by his authority on his own and his pre- 
decessors ’ coins since it consists of the Arabic phrase aD, 'to Allah’, 
which is the termination of the celebrated slogan employed by the 
Kharijites, to whose party 'Atiya at one time adhered, namely 
45J ' There is no judgement unless (that belonging) to Allah! ’ 

As has already been stated none of the above countermarks is found 
employed in any other section of the Arab-Sassanian series, nor do they 
occur on the conventional Umaiyad or 'Abbasid dirhams. The latest 
known date of any coin on which they are found is a.h. 76. They are 
not present on any coins of Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, who was the last Umaiyad 
governor to issue dirhams of this type. 

V. METROLOGY 

The drachm of the Sassanians— the unit of their silver coinage — 
maintained an even standard of weight from Ardashir I (a.b. 211/12- 
241) until the last of the dynasty Yezdigird 111 (a.d. 632-651). An 
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average of nearly '2,000 Sassanian drachms weighed by ■Mordtmaiin ^ 
yields the figure 3-906 grm, (60*3 gr.)*' The struck by the early 

Arab governors after the Sassanian type have an average weight that 
can be put round about the same figure, as can be tested by an examina- 
tion of the weights of undamaged specimens described in this Catalogue. 
Zambaur^ is therefore quite mistaken in asserting that the Arab 
governors struck their coins nach reduziertem Fusse, He is led into this 
error by supposing, for some reason not specified, that the Sassanian 
drachms had the same weight standard as the Attic drachm, of 4*25 
grm. (65*6 gr,).^ Mordtmann’s measurements show quite convincingly 
that they were never as heavy as this. Zambaur also states that many 
of the Arab-Sassanian dirhams weigh about 2*90 grm. and ‘ thus agree 
with the legal dirham’, which is calculated as 2*97 grm., i.e. 7/10 of 
4*25. Any Arab-Sassanian dirham with such a low weight as stated by 
him is obviously a clipped or damaged specimen. 

The legal dirham which reference has been made is the 

approximate weight of the new silver coin of purely Muhammadan type, 
which was introduced throughout the Caliph’s territory by 'Abd al-Malik 
ibn Marwan and his celebrated governor-general Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, c. a.h. 
75-76. The Arabic chroniclers who mention the early coinage are 
unanimous in declaring that the relationship of the dirham to the mithhdl 
(i.e, the gold dinar weight) was 10 to 7 as fixed by the new Reformed 
Currency decree. This proportion is amply attested by the evidence of 
the coins and the coin weights of the period. 

Just as the Sassanian drachm furnished the prototype for the early 
Muhammadan dirham of the Pre-Reform Currency, so the gold coin of 
the Byzantine Empire set the standard for the earliest purely Muham- 
madan dinar, which first appeared under 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan. 
Most of these dinars of the Umaiyads were struck presumably at their 
Syrian capital, Damascus (although they bear no mint indication). The 
Umaiyad Caliphs struck no gold coins in Jrak or Iran,^ only dirhams 
with a few sporadic copper issues {fuMs}, The weight of the Byzantine 
gold solidus (or nom^kma) ^ varied but little through the long period of 
its existence. It is always (when struck at the capital) of more than 
60 grains, and the heaviest extant specimens usually weigh from. 68 to 

1 Z.DM.Q., 1880, p. 147.- • 

2 Article ‘ Dirliom ’ in the Encyclopaedia of Islam. 

^ These are hLs figures. 

^ Though they did in North Africa and Spain. Regarding their reputed gold issues 
of Arab-Sassanian type see pp. 161, 191, and 193. 
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70 grains’.^ The aYerage weight of the Arabic cfmar was about 65 
to 66 gr., and varied but little. This dinar weight was called a mithJcdl 
and was made the fixed basis of the Muhammadan monetary system. 
The weight of the dirham of 'Abd al-Malik’s new currency, as has 
been said, was calculated as 7/10 mithJcdl, i.e. 7/10 x 65-5 = 45-85 gr. 
(2-97 grm.), which is about the average weight of the dirhams of the 
Reformed Currency, 

The Arab writers in their occasional references to Muhammadan 
numismatics also mention the reduction in the weight of the dirham 
that took place under ^Abd al-Malik and Hajjaj. Such numismatic 
references in Arabic chronicles have been usefully collected and trans- 
lated by H. Sauvaire in his MaUriaux, a summary of which in English 
was published by Lane-Poole in Num, Chron., 1884, pp. 66”96. Although 
much of this material is, at times, fantastic, it does contain elements 
of truth which can be verified by the coin evidence. Here is a case in 
point : 

During the early Umaiyad Caliphate three classes of Arab dirhams 


were said to be current: (1) Ba^li dirhams ^l;^) ; (2) Tabari 
dirhams (i 5 (3) Sumairi dirhams {\j^ ^b-^)- 

(1) The Baghll dirhams were the 'Persian’ (or Fdrisl) dirhams, which 
by reason of their usual Sassanian portrait type of Khusrau II were 
also referred to as Khusrau dirhams \\jjS ^b-^)* Their high weight 
in contradistinction to that of the other two classes earned for them the 


additional name of ITa/i dirhams {li\j ^b'^)> ‘full- weight Eaghli 
dirhams’. 

The Ba^li dirhams were said to derive their name either from a Jew 
named Bagiil>^ oi from a certain person Ras al-Ba^l, who struck them 
for the Caliph Omar.'^ This can be discounted as folk-etymology. The 
Baghll is said to have been of the same weight as the milhJcdl and to 
be equal to 8 

(2) The Tabari dirhams came next to the above in popular favour. 
They were exactly half the weight of the i.e. 1 Tabari = 

^ mifhhM 4: ddnaks. 

Judging from the foregoing it is obvious that the Tabari dirhams 
were a species of hemidrachms or half dirhams. But there are no such 
coins belonging to the Umaiyad period known, nor amongst the coins 
of the later Sassanian rulers. The half dirhams of the Ispahbads and 


1 Wroth, Catalogue of Imperial Byzaniim Coins in the British Museum, vol. i, p. Ixxiv. 

2 See Sauvaire, p, 138. 3 Ibid., p. 139, 



the 'Abbasid governors in Tabaristan,'" however, ^ would , fit the require- 
ments not only in weight but also in name (Tabari = belonging to 
Tabaristan). But their date is somewhat outside the period of the 
BaghMs, 'There are, ho w^ever,. numerous examples of x4rab-Hassanian 
dirhams, of the Umaiyad governors ■ which have been clipped down to 
the ' Tabaristan size of hemidrachm. This may have been done in 
Umaiyad times. Such coins might well have passed as Tabaris, 
although it is most likely that the Tabari dirham was only a money of 
account. 

(3) The Sumaifl dirhams were so called because they were first- struck 
by a Jew named Sumair, who recommended them to Hajjaj ibii Yusuf 
at the time of the great Coinage Reform. These dirhams are obviously 
the new silver coins of purely Muhammadan type, which, as we have seen 
above, were struck according to a reduced standard. This new dirham 
was equal to six which is the average of the weights of the 

foregoing BagMl and Tabari dirhams. The was, therefore, 

equal to | of a B aghM , a fact which is corroborated by the average 
weights of the coins themselves; 2*97 grm. (45*8 gr.) and 3*90 grm. 
(60*2 gr.) respectively. The statement, however, that the Baghll was 
the equivalent weight of a mithhdl is not justified. 

This reduction in the weight of the dirham introduced at the time of 
Hajjaj was, we are also told, highly resented by the people in the 
Eastern Provinces, The new dirhams were called ‘ reprobates Never- 
theless, the acceptance of the Caliph’s new' coinage was duly enforced. 
The demonetization of the old Arab-Sassanian silver proceeded apace, 
Hajjaj enacted that taxes should be paid in dirhams of the Khusrau 
type. Vast numbers of them must have passed from the Treasury to 
the various mints to be melted down before being transformed into 
new dirhams. 

In addition to the legal currency in the early Caliphate of the dinar 
(of gold) and the dirham (of silver) use was also made for smaller com- 
mercial transactions of a sort of token money of copper. Such a coin 
was called a/aZ^ {-pliir b 1 f ulus), a word borrowed from the Byzantines. 
Just as the Arabs derived their dinar and dirham from Sr^vdpio^ 
{denarius aureus) and Spaxi^i] {drachma) respectively, so they took their 
Jals from ^oXkis {follis). The /ak, however, had no fixed weight like 
the dinar or dirham, and its conventional value appears to have varied 
throughout different provinces. The Arab metrologists do not indicate 
that in the early Caliphate there was any fixed ratio between fals and 
dinar or dirham. The earliest specific mention of such a relationship is 
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at the outset of the 'Abbasid rule in the East; on a coin of Sistan 
struck in A.H. 136, which was published by the present writer ( 

1935, pp. 115-21). There we are told that that particular (weighing 
49*6 gr.) was equal to 1/60 of a dirham, and at the same time /current 
as ddnah\ But at later periods in the history of Islamic currency 
we find the ratio reduced to 48 or even 24 fulus to the legal dirham. 
The countermark (no. 36) on coin no. 243, p. 125, may have some metro- 
logical significance indicating the change in the value or ratio of the 
coin, if the present writer’s suggested reading of the legend be accepted 
(see p, cxlvi). 

Local governors had the right of issuing suoli f ulus, just as in the 
Eastern Provinces before the Coinage Reform the Umaiyad governors 
could strike dirhams with their own names, without infringing the 
Caliph’s prerogative of minting (siklca). The fulus of Arab-Sassanian 
type — which are all we are concerned with here— are for the most part 
rare and usually anonymous. 

We have already mentioned in the section on the 'Abbasid coins of 
BuJdkdrd (p, xci) three specific varieties of dirham that were issued in 
that region: (a) ^itrifi dirhams ^1;-^) ; (b) Muhammadi 

dirhams (i J (®) Musaiyabi dirhams ( 4-^ 

All these Bu^iaran dirhams (i jU# according to the Arab 

writers one feature in common. They are all of base silver. As Ya'kubi ^ 
expresses it : ‘ They are like copper’ 4-«A). The extant coins 

amply support this statement. In this Catalogue they are, therefore, 
classed as billon coins. 

The most interesting account of these BuMiaran dirhams is con- 
tained in a continuation of the passage of NarshaHii quoted above, on 
p. xciii, regarding Ghitrif ibn 'Ata.^ When the latter came as 'Abbasid 
governor to Khurasan 'the nobles and notables of BuHiara came to him 
saying that they had no silver (^) in the city, and requested him as 
Amir of Khurasan to order that silver be struck for them with the same 
die (iSw) as the old silver of Bukhara’. They also stipulated ' that no 
person should take it from their possession or export it out of the city, 
so that they might make use of it in their transactions amongst them- 
selves ’. The old silver coinage of BuHiara here referred to must be the 
Sassanian drachms of Bahram V (see Plate XXVIII a), which were 
the prototypes of the native BuMiaran coinage of later days. The 

^ Kitdh al-J3ulddn, ed. Jnynhollf :p. 

2 Ibn al-Atbir, vi, p. 148, gives his name as Ghitrif ibn "Attab. 
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restriction of the proposed new coinage to home circulation had impor- 
tant economic consequences, as we shall see. 

Nar^aMii continues: ‘At that date silver (^i*) was dear. Conse- 
quently, the citizens were assembled and asked their opinion on this 
matter. They agreed that coins should be struck of six substances : 
gold, silver, musk, lead, iron, and copper. This they did. And with 
that old die with the name of Ghitrif they struck them, that is to say, 
^itrifi silver but by the common people they were called 

Ghidrifi The formula of this alloyed coinage may be regarded 

as fanciful. Moreover, as has been mentioned already, no actual coins 
of this class bearing the name of Ghitrif have so far come to light. It 
is also not the case that old dies were recommissioned. What happened 
was that new dies after the fashion of the old but with new legends 
were prepared. 

Nar^a^i, however, does record the important metrological difference: 
‘the old silver [coinage] was of pure silver Iju) whereas this 

silver which they struck with alloy became black This is clearly the 
case in all classes of the ^Abbasid coins of Bukhara. Naturally the 
populace had to be compelled by law to accept them. They were 
tariffed by the government at six Ghitrif Is for a dirham of pure silver 
(jjJW ijkj dLi ij^) were current at this rate. 

The effect of this debasement of the currency can readily be imagined. 
NarshakhI says: ‘The khardj (land-tax) of Bukhara from 200,000 
dirhams of silver, or a little less, all at once increased to 1,168,567 
Ghitrif i dirhams.’^ The GhMfi, however, rose in value until it was 
equivalent to a pure silver dirham. In spite of this the scale of taxes 
remained the same, thus obliging the people of the land to pay six 
times the original tax. Moreover, the taxes had to be paid in the local 
currency of Ghitrif Is. This led to a further increase in their value, to 
such an extent that some years afterwards these base metal coins were 
more valuable than fine silver dirhams. 

Incidentally NarshakhI reports a tradition that the Ghitrif Is were 
struck in the Castle of MaMiak in the city of BuMiara; 

the coins themselves have no mint-name. He also makes the statement 
that ‘in every dirham there is an amount of gold, and in every ten 
dirhams it amounts to the weight of half a dirham up to four danaks 
and a half’.^ An analysis of several specimens made for me by 

3- According to Barthold, 

2 i.e. I dirham, which is absurd. Bluko in his interesting article {in Harvard Journal 
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Dr. PleBderleitli of the British Museum does not support this. In fact 
Nar^aHii’s statement can he taken as an early example of the canard 
that reappears in modern times in the form of the tale that pennies 
of Queen Victoria of a certain year contain gold. 

Although Sauvaire does not quote Nar^iaMii in his Materiaux he has 
several briefer references from the Arabic historians and geographers 
on the subject, but they do not add to any extent to our knowledge 
and need not be repeated here.^ 

The other two classes of dirhams, the Muhammadl and the Musaiyabl, 
have already been considered (p. xci). Like the Ghitrlfl dirhams these 
two classes were said to be restricted to specific regions. Their areas of 
distribution according to Ibn Khurdadhbih^ were as follows : (a) Qhitrlfls, 
BuMiara ; (b) Muhammadls, Farghana, Sughd, Kiii, Nasaf, and U^iru- 
sana ; (c) Musaiyabls, Ilak, Khojand, and al-Shash ; all within the 
territory of the Haital, i.e. the Ephthalite lands of Transoxiana. 

VI. LEGENDS AND EPIGRAPHY 

There are four languages with their corresponding scripts employed 
to express the legends on Arab-Sassanian coins, namely: Pehlevi, 
Arabic, Ephthalite, and BuMiaran. Many of these legends still present 
difficulties of elucidation, though most of them are now decipherable. 
In addition to the coin-legends we find several of the countermarks 
embodying inscriptions. These are discussed in the section on counter- 
marks (pp. cxlii ff.). 

As the Ephthalite and BuMiaran legends have alread}" been considered 
above (pp. Ixvff. and Ixxxvff.), in so far as our limited knowledge goes, 
it is unnecessary to consider them any further here. But the Pehlevi and 
Arabic scripts used on these coins supply us with valuable epigraphic 
material which is worthy of record. The following tables of the Pehlevi 
and Kufic (Arabic) characters employed show how liable the inscriptions 
are to ambiguity, and also the general difficulty of their decipherment, 
particularly in the case of the names of new governors or of isolated 
dates and mint-signatures. 

of Asiatic Studies, ii, Dec.), ‘The Circulation of Silver in the Moslem East down to the 
Mongol Epoch % p, 304, accepts the possibility of this noble metal content. He, however, 
betrays no acquaintance with the actual coins. He also mistakenly writes jJi daniqs. 
The Persian text has dijb dcinah ; in the Arabic writers, and on the unique coin quoted 
above, p. cl, ddnah occurs. The plural is dawdnik oT dawdmh, 

^ See particularly Sauvaire, pp. 191-2. 

2 Bibl. Geogr. Arab,, vi. 27-8. See Barthold, Turkestan, pp. 205-6 ; Sauvaire, op. cit., 
pp. 191-2. 
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PEHLEVI SCRIPT ON ARAB-SASSANIAN COINS 


No. 

Coin forms 

Transliteration 
of Pehlevi 

Corresponding 
Arabic letters 

Transliteration 
of Arabic 

1 


A 

' t ^ 

A ' (H) 

2 


B 


B : 

3 

c. € C 

J 

£ j y 

J z s 

4 ^ 

D 3 

D 


D 

5 


H 

t c t ‘ 

GH H KH H 

6 

1 i. y t 

IT or V 

J 

u or W 

7 

y y jT 

[ 

z 


Z J 

8 

i J 

I or Y 


I or Y 

9 

J, T 1) 1 

K 

J X 

K K J(g) 

10 

^ J // S i J 

L or B 

J J 

L B 

11 

— 6 ^ 

M 

r 

M 

12 

h- 1 y r L 

■ N . ■ 

j 

u 

K 

13 

jj Jj J) M 

s 

lT 

S 

14 

dy' cy cv " 

p or P 

lJ> ^ 

F B 

15 



A 

M 

16 

iO iO p p to O 

T 

'1 

o J? 

T T D 


The close resemhlance between many of the above Pehlevi letters is 
obvious. The possible confusion is, however, increased when certain 
of these are in combination, e.g. M/, which might be M, or is or si, or 
DS or SD, &c., or t", which might be au, hu, an, hn, ar, or he. Some- 
times a loop is omitted, e.g. a** (ap, &c.) instead of Moreover, 

these sixteen Pehlevi letters are used as equivalents of the twenty-eight 
letters of the Arabic alphabet, and not always consistently since, as the 
table indicates, we have the Arabic n (j), z (j), b (v), and J (^) each 
differently represented in the Pehlevi script, as can be seen by a com- 
parison of the Pehlevi transliteration of the names Ziyad, 'Aziz, Hajjaj, 
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and 1'abaristan. ' Moreover, at the end of certain Pehlevi words, e.g. in 
the word aktit: , occurs a vertical stroke which has no phonetic value, 
but acts as a divisional mark.^ In the transliteration employed in this 
Catalogue it is represented by a colon. 

The inadequacy of the Pehlevi script is closely rivalled by that of 
Kufic which has similar drawbacks, as the subjoined table shows. The 
diacritical points, which in later monumental as well as in cursive 
forms of Arabic writing served to differentiate consonants of similar 
outline, are almost completely absent from the present coin-legends.^ 


KUFIC SCRIPT ON ARAB-SASSANIAN COINS 


No. 

Modern Arab 

1 

1 

a 

2 

V 

b \ 

3 

O 

t ^ 

4 ! 

1 


th , 

5 

c 


6 

r 

1 

7 

t 

khj 

8 

A 

'1 

9 

'■ s 


10 

; J ■ ; 

'1 

11 

J 

zj 

"12 


s ' 

13 

i' ■ ' ' 'A ■ ■ 

o “ 

sh ^ 

14 


s ' 

15 


d 


Coin forms 

(Umaiyad period) ('Abbasid period) 


I 


^ J a 




Ax inx 


> ^ j- y y 


1- I 


L 


c c 


fa. 


JuX- ■ 


^ H. S. ISTyberg, Eilfshuch des PehUvif Uppsala, i, p. 6, compares it with the alif in the 
Arabic yili or the mmwa in Sanskrit. 

3 See note to no. 138, p. 189; and coin no. 240, p. 120. 
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Coin forms 

No. 

Modern Arabic 

(Umaiyad period) 

('Abbasid period) 

16 


ti 
* 1 

1 

i 

] 

_b> 


it: 


?! 




■ 18 

t 

'1 

1 


^ t f 

19 

t 


i 



20 

lJ 

f] 

i 

I ! 


-ix 3^ ■ ja. ^ 

21 

3 

kJ 




22 


k 

ii. ia- .rs J=» 


23 

j 

1 

_J J i J 

J- J- J- Mi 

24 

r 

m 

-O «4> xr -O -O O 

■o- o M 

25 

j 

n 

J- > ^ > 

J- J- •* 

26 

d 

h 

1 Oil O' c> -0- O 

=' -0 -6 ^ 

27 1 

1 

■ 

J 

w 

9 9-9 

5-3 9 

28 


y or i 

< -I- J 

i=> 

1 

lam 1 
aiif 


la 

ii If 

V 


It must always be remembered in deciphering unpointed Kufic legends 
that the consonants b, t, and Y or i (except in its final form) 
are indistinguishable, and also that these letters in combination are 
likewise liable to be confused with the letter s or In the same 
way each of the following groups: (i) j, h, loi; (ii) r>, bh; (iii) R, z; 
(iv) s, SH; (v) s, p; (vi) t, z; (vii) qk ; and (viii) F and k (except in 
their final forms) is represented by one character. Added to this is the 
confusion that naturally arises from the close similarity of certain of 
the letters, especially in the reduced scale necessary for die engraving.^ 
In the above table the letters as found on these coins have been 
arranged so as to show certain minutiae of epigraphic development in 

^ A case in point is the marginal legend on the coin of Mukatil ibn Misma* (no. 208 ) in 
which the second letter, if joined to the following oiae, must be a k (which would agree 
with the interpretation suggested on p. Ivii), hut if it is not, must be either a d or a dh. 
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their shapes with the passage of time. In the Umaiyad period there 
is definite Pehlevi influence discernible in the outline of certain letters, 
due no doubt to the employment of old Pehlevi punches in the pre- 
paration of the coin“dies, The clearest example of this is in the final 

(4,) which appears as ££ due to the use of the Pehlevi letter ^ (<v) as 
a part of the outline. In the 'Abbasid period there is no trace of this 
shape amongst the Kufic letters. The evolution of the script is most 
noticeably demonstrated in two groups : (i) J, u, kh, and (ii) gh. In 
(i) the final form changes from the archaic c*--^ to the more cursive q 
and in (ii) the ancient open pronged medial shape ( ) is clearly 
closed at the top (•jhl.) as indeed it is in the modern alphabet (^^). 
The fact that these modes of script can be dated from the coins on 
which they occur renders them all the more important for the history 
of early Arabic epigraphy.^ 

The legends on Arab-Sassanian coins may be classified as follows: 
(a) Personal names or titles ; {b) Dates ; (c) Mint-signatures ; and 
{d) Religious and other expressions. Group [a) will be found at the 
end under Index of Inscriptions ; while group (c) is considered at some 
length under Mint Notes (pp. cii ff.). In group {d) the expressions have 
been interpreted, wherever possible, either in the Catalogue or in the 
Notes at the end. The references can easily be found from the Index of 
Inscriptions. The only other group, (6), that remains to be considered 
is of some importance, and is given in detail. 

Dates on Ardb-Sassanian Coins 

(i) Pehlevi dates 

No attempt is made in the following list to give an exact epigraphic 
representation of all the forms of the Pehlevi numerals that occur in 
the coin-dates recorded in this Catalogue. All the ordinary forms are 
given, and, in addition, only those date-legends which are sufficiently 
notewOTthy as variants from the norm. Further minutiae can be ex- 
tracted, if need be, from a close study of the Plates. Indeed, in all 
cases the evidence of the Plates is in the end, apart from the actual 
coins, the safest criterion. In transcribing such legends the pen can so 
easily exaggerate or distort the various curves and strokes of the 
original. In view of this I have endeavoured to illustrate as many 
examples as possible in the Plates so as to provide any check that may 
be required. 

^ The table of Kufic script here given is thus supplementary to that given by Moritz in 
his valuable article on Arabic epigraphy in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, i, Pi. I, p. 384. 
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DATES ON ARAB-SASSANIAN COINS 


Year 

Coin Forms 

Transliteration 

11 


YAJDH 

20 

lauyi 

VIST 


rnu^i itMMi 

VIST: 

21 


YAJVIST 

, 25 


pnjvist: 



PNj(v)iST, pnj(v)ist: 

26 


shshvist: 

27 

•i2iPf0O£r^ 

hptvist: 

28 ' 

[See T. 1, p. 8] 

[hshtvist] 

29 

acai44|Ct^ 

nvjvist: 

30 


SIH, SH 

31 


YAJSH, YAJSIH 



AYtJKSH, AYUKISIH 

32 


DVAJSm 



DXJSH 

35 


pnIsh 

37 


HFTSIH, HPTS(IH) 



hptsi(h) 

38 


h^ts(h) ? 

39 


' NVSH ■ 

41 

\J<^UU 

yaJhl 

43 


SIJHL 

44 

' 3^<j£»Z^)>e .jjwcJCuJC 00dimt 

JHABJHL, JHABJH(l) 

45 


PHJHL, PKJJHIL 
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Year 

Coin Forms 

Transliteration 

4=6 


SHSHJHL 

47 

' 

HFTJHL, HFTJH(l) 

48 

^ciautM 

HSHTJHL 




49 


NVAJHL, NVJHL 

50 


PNJAH, PNJA 

51 


AYUKPNJA, AYUPNJA 



AYPNJA 

52 


DFPNJA, DIJPNJAH 

53 


sipkJah 


^aau» ^jif€tcujf 

SPNJA, SPNJAH 

54 

^ac?cJU*t — -^fi<3uiA/c 

jhepnJa, jh(r)pnja 


^j^Cioo^c «-*^ri44jLfac 

jh(r)pnjah, JHBPNJA 

55 

j^UG^uef 

pnJpnja 

56 

^VCUHS^ 

shshpnJa, sh(sh)pnjah 


jtwCICM2>^ 

SHSHPNJAH, SH(SH)PiTJA 

ml 

^ef<ypo«^ 

HFTPNJA 



hf(t)pnjah 

58 


hshtpnJa 

59 


NAVPNJA 



NVPNJAH 

60 

'*2J../XJ tXiii^ wsUm^ 

SHST; 


tZJ-^-U ^OtMU 

SHST 

61 


. ayfkshst:, ayfkishst: ^ 



AYXJKI^ST, AYUSHST: 



yajshst: 

62 

eJbSSM^P lfe!|ia«/p Spilu-\3 ■ 

btj^st: 



trinshst:, TRm^(s)T: 
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Year 

Coin Forms | 

Transliteration' 

63 

totjjMf 

sishst: , , s^st: ' 



s^st:, ssh(s)t: 


itearplo tw^pS^ 

tltotst:, tlt^(s)t: ■ 

64 

t^pidjs^LM^t voLaidj^^ 

jhar^st:, jhbshst: 



jhr^{s)t: 

66 


FN^^ST 

66 

1121^-55' 

shshshst: , sh(sh)shst: 

67 


hftshst: , hf(t)shst: 


iOdM»C40 

hf(t)shst:, hf(t)sh(s)t: 



hf(tsh)st:, hftsh(s)t: 

68 


hshtshst: , hshtsh(s)t: 

69 


nvhshst:, nv^st: 



nvh^s(t), navshst: 

70 

l18UMS®4f B2^P0.> 

hftat:, hftat 

71 


AYHFTAT 


¥><2^ Czs-> 

yajhftat: 

72 


dfhftat:, dtjhftat 



dtoft(a)t 

73 


sihftat: 

1# 

V>'^ 

SHFTAT 

74 


jharhftat, jhbhftat 

76 


pnjhftat:, fnjhftat 
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Year 

Coin Forms 

Transliteration 

76 


SHSHHFTAT 



^ sh(si)hftat 

77 


HFTHFTAT 

78 


H^THFTAT 

79 


NAVHFTAT 

80 


' HSHTAT 

81 


AYTTHSHTAT 

82 


DtTHSHTAT 

83 

' giMS^3fUJUJ> ■ 

SHSHTAT 

110 


dhst: 

111 

»12J>0caj-? 

yajdhst: 



ayfkdhst: 

112 


buvajd(h)st 

114 


jhaedhst: 

116 


SHSHBHST 

117 


HFTBHST 

118 


HSHTDHST 

119 


hvajdhst: 

120 


vistst: 

121 


\ AYUKVISTST 

122 

jiai^M2Su^i 

vistbfst:.'.. 

123 

.. .. ^s^uu>i^ 

SIVISTST . , ■ , ' . 

124 


.-.IhABVISTST 

125 

^aa>1Q^^^^o/ j2J>is«'ici<>' 


126 

' JigLAi ■ U>^PSjt0ij^jA j^ 

shskvistst,' ■ 

127 


hftvistst: 
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Year, 

Coin Forms 

Transliteration , 

128 


HSHTVISTST 

129 


NIJVISTST 

130 

ivuiiux itSJL>JLu> 

sivst: 

131 


AIYFKSIVST 



AIYFKSIST 

132 


busivst: , siVDUST: 

133 


ssivsT, ssivst: 


tauu 

SISIVST 

134 


Jhabsivst, jharsist 



JHRSIVST: 

135 

€tO^ 

rajsivsT 

136 

K3Sm lilfjU®*' 

shshsivst: 


t$sa» pmw!£/ 

SHSHSIVST, shshsist: 

137 

i^^yiUticP 

hftsivst: 

138 


HSHTSIVST 



hshtsivst: 

139 


NAVSIVST 

140 


jhilst: 

141 


AYUKJHILST 

142 


iwjhilst: 

143 


sijhilst: 

161 

ipUtio^iuioy' 

AYKSHSTST 


(ii) Arabic dates 

It is only in exceptional cases that the dates on these Arab-Sassanian 
coins are expressed in Arabic. The only instances are as follows : N. 1 
and DD. 1 on p. 23 (both with defective spelling of numeral), and I. 58 
on p. :174. ; : : 

1 : 
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CATALOGUE 


_T nrr, Metai _ , ^ 

JNo. Wt. Obverse Reverse 


L THE UMAIYAD GOVERNOES IN THE 
EAST 

; (a) Sassanian Prototypes 

Yezdigird III (a.b. 632-651) 

a 64-2 HI Bust of the Sassanian king, In centre Sassaniars fire- 

: 4*16 1*3 bearded, with flowing curly altar raised on three steps 

hair bunched at the back, with an attendant priest 

facing r. and wearing a dia- or mobedh on either side 

denied head-dress studded standing facing ; at the top 

; with two rows of pearls, of the flames rising from 

i surmounted by a crest con- the altar L a small star 

sisting of two wide-spread- and r. a small crescent ; 

ing wings, one on either in the field r. downwards in 

, side of a central star and Pehlevi the mint-signature 

crescent; r. of the crown ^aA3 = DA (i.e, Darabjird); 

a small star and crescent ; 1. downwards in Pehlevi 

1. a small star; over 1. the date vist (i.e. 

shoulder a small crescent ; twenty) ; all enclosed with- 

the dress is adorned with in a triple circle ; outer 

rows of pearls; three pearls margin divided into quar- 

in the form of a tri- ters by star and crescent 

angular pendant form top, bottom, r., and L 

the ear-ring and breast- 
ornament; a small star and 
crescent (usually) adorns 
each shoulder ; above each 

shoulder is a fillet ^ ; in 

the field r, downwards the 
name-legend in Pehlevi 
yzdkrt: (i.e. Yezdi- 
gird) ; 1. downwards be- 
hind the head in two lines 
the Pehlevi invocation : 

I PKO* AFZUT I GBH 
(Le. May kingship in- 
crease I) ; 

a The coins struck by the Arabs after this prototype are described below, pp. 3-5. The 
: representative specimen described above is in the British Museum. 

B 
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UMAIYAD GOVEENORS 



wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




all enclosed within a double 
circle broken at the top 
by the plumes of the royal 
crown ; in outer margin a 
star and crescent L, r., and 
bottom, similar to the one 
above the crown, divides 





the space into four seg- 
ments ; in second quarter 
Pehlevi legend Auu (?). 

PL I. ci» 




Khmrau II (a.d. 590-628) 



64*2 

M 

Typical Sassanian bust as 

Typical Sassanian fire-altar 


4-16 

1-3 

described above, only 

and attendants as de- 




clearer in detail; name- 

scribed above; but mint- 




legend husrui 

or HUSRUB (i.e. Khusraii) ; 
no marginal legend. 

signature fji Riu ; date 
= YAJSiH (i.e. 

thirty-one). 




PL L p. 




' Hormuzd IV (a.d. 579-590) 


y 

424 

M, 

Typical Sassanian bust as 

Typical Sassanian fire-altar 

2-75 

145 

described above, but details 

and attendants as de- 



less clear; no wings on 

scribed above ; mint signa- 




crown ; hair at back in 

ture = zuzuA (?) ; 




form of a rosette of pearls 

date = SHTA (i.e. 




^ ; name-legend 

six) ; no trace of star and 




atjhemzi 

crescents in margin ; the 
head-dress of the atten dants 




(partly obliterated); be- , 

is different from the custo m- 




hind the head afzu: 

(sic); no marginal legend. 

ary form found on Arab- 
Sassanian coins; it is conical 
in shape and falls down in 





' flaps on either side. 





PL XXX y .: 


j8 The coins struck by the Arabs after this prototype are described below, pp. 5 ff. 
The above representative specimen is in the British Museum. 

y The only example, so far known, of a coin of the Arab-Sassanian series based on the 
above prototype is described below, p. 24i The coin described above is in the British 
Museum^.,. 
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„No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




A. With the name of the Sassanian king 




(i) With the name of Yezdigird HI 




Year20Y.E. = &M.31 

Merv 

1 

62-6 

4-06 

. 

A\ 

1-25 

Usual Sassanian bust as 
on prototype a above ; 
similar Pehlevi legends, 
but in place of Pehlevi in 
second quarter of the mar- 
gin there is an Arabic 
legend in Kufic script 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants as on proto- 
type a above, but small 
star r. and crescent 1. of 
flames respectively ; mint- 
signature no. 40 = MR (i.e. 
Merv); date i = vist: 




(i.e. excel- 
lent). 

PL 1. 1. 




Mint Uncertain 

Th. 1 

59-0 

3-82 

iE 

1-3 

As above. 

As above, but small star 1. 
and crescent r. of flames; 
mint-signature no. 60 = 
Bj (?) ; date written thus : 
= VIST. 

PL XXX. 2. 




Nahr-Tira 

2 

614 

3-98 

M 

1-3 

As no. 1 above, but margi- 
nal legend (double-struck) 
in Arabic (i.e. in 

the name of Allah). 

As no 1 above, but mint- 
signature no. 44 = nhr; 
date defective vst: 

PL 1. 2. 

B. 1 

324 

2-10 

M 

1 

As no. 1 above [margin 
clipped almost obliterating 
the marginal legend in 
second quarter]. 

As no. 1 above, but star 1. 
and crescent r. of flames ; 
mint-signature no. 44 b = 
NHR (cf. no. 2 above) ; date 
written thus : = 

VIST. 

PL XXX. 3. 


Th. 1. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 

2. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 

B. 1. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 84, PL II). 
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: No. : 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Sistan 

'3 

56*2 

M 

As no. 1 above, but even 

As no. 1 above, but mint- 


S-6i 

D3 

cruder workmanship ; 

signature , no. 52 a = sk 




name-legend yzkrt:; 

star 1. and crescent r. of 




marginal legend as on no. 2 ; 
countermark no. 10 in first 

flames ; date vist. 




quarter. 

PI. I. 8. 

4 

60 

JR 

As above; very rough 

As above [badly scored]. 


^■88 

1.35 

workmanship [edge cut in 
third quarter] ; counter- 
mark no. 11. 

PI. I. 4. 

5 

49-8 

JR 

As no. 3 above; counter- 

As no. 3 above ; neater 


8-23 

1-25 

mark no. 9 in first quarter. 

workmanship. 




PI. I. 6. 

6 

56 

JR 

As no. 4 above. 

As no. 4 above. 


3-62 

1-3 


PI. I. 5. 

7 

47-3 

iR 

As no. 3 above, but with- 

As no. 3 above [margin 


3-06 

1-25 

out countermark [surface 
blobbed and marginal 
legend partly obliterated]. 

blobbed]. 

8 

39-6 

JR 

As above, but marginal 

As above [clipped]. 


2-57 

1-05 

legend written thus : 
41)1 ^ [clipped]. 

PLL7. 

;V':: 9"' 

53-7 

JR 

As above, but much neater 

As above, but much neater 


3-48 

1-2 

workmanship. 

workmanship. 




PLLS; 

10 

61-7 


As above, but cruder in 

As above, but cruder in 


i-00 

1-3 

style. 

style; date almost oblite- 
rated. 





PL L a 


3. A. Cunningham 1857. 5. Major Hay 1860. 

6. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

7, 8. G. Smith and H. Rassam (from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

9. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 10. Prof. T. 0. Mabbott presented 1936. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Ee verse 


Year 21 r.^.=A.H. 32 


al-Raiy 


M. 1 


The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
1880, p. 160, no. 560). The coin was in his 
own collection. Unfortunately it was not illustrated. 
If correctly interpreted it is the only coin of Yezdigird 
with such a date. Mordtmann of course did not in- 
terpret the mint-signature correctly. Miles [of. cit., p. 5) 
has accepted this coin and date as the earliest evidence 
of the mint activities of the Muhammadans in Raiy. 
See, however, Introduction (Mint Notes). 


(ii) With the name of Khusrau II 

(a) With mint and date in Pehlevi 
Year 20 Y.E.==a.h. 31 

I. 1 The only coin of Khusrau II recorded of this year is 

the one in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 1) and 
said to be of the mint hra, but when I examined the 
coin in question I found it was really an ordinary coin 
of Yezdigird III of this year and of the mint SK, 
just as on no. 3 above. It is noteworthy that the same 
mint-signature no, 52 was also misinterpreted as hra 
by the same cataloguer in the case of a coin of the 
year 28 {ibid, ^ no. 2). 

Year 21 Y,E,^k.n, 32 

Merv ■■ 


ETN. 1 


Al 

145 


Usual bust of Sassanian 
king ; royal name r, down- 
wards HUSRIJI 

(or husrub) ; rest of the 
coin similar to prototype 
above, except that there 
is an Arabic legend in the 
second quarter of the 
margin : 4 I! 1 ; finer 

workmanship than the 
preceding coins of Yezdi- 
gird. III.' ' 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; small star 
1. and small crescent r. of 
flames as on prototype ^ ; 
mint-signature no. 40 = 
MR (i.e, Merv) ; date 

= YAJVIST. 


FL 1. 10. 


ETN. 1. E. T. Newell Collection. New York. 
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, No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 25 







Airan (Susa) 

11 


M 

As ETN. 1 above [slightly 

As ETN. 1 above, but mint- 


3-15 

hi 

clipped]. 


signature no. 5 = air ; 
date = pnjvist: 






PL II. 1. 





Bi^hapur 

ANS. 1 


Al 

As no. 11 above, but mar- 

As no. 11 above, but mint- 



1.2 

ginal legend in 

second 

signature no. 12 = bish* 




quarter written thus : 

date = pnj(v)ist. 






PL XXX. 4. 





aURaiy 

12 

50 

M 

As no. 11 above [cracked 

As no. 11 above, but mint- 


3-23 

1*2 

across face, and pierced 

signature no. 48 == rd; 




in second and 

fourth 

date written thus : 



■ 1 

quarters]. 


W3s^<«o^ = pkj(v}ist: 






PL XXX. 5. 





Merv 

I. 2 

■ 

M 

Usual type. 


Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 40 = MR ; date as 


[ 




on no. 11 above. 





Nihavand 

B. 2 

61-8 

M 

As no. 12 above. 


As no. 12 above ; mint- 


4-00 

1-25 



signature no. 43 a == nh ; 
date as on no. 1 1 above. 






PL XXX. 6. 




Year 26 







Hamadhan 

I. 3 


M 

Usual type. 


Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 4 = AHM ; date 






:=. sHvSHVist: 


11. Count de Sails (ex Ismail Pasha Collection) presented 1862. 

ANS. 1. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

12- Spink 1938. I. 2. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

B. 2. Kaiser Priedrich Museum, Berlin {Nittzelf no. 92, PL II). 

I. 3. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

M. 2 



Bi^apur 

The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z.D,M.G., 1879, p. 84, no. 4). The coin was in the 
Snbhi Pasha Collection. Apparently its margin had 
only the legend 4 UI . Unfortunately it was not 

illustrated. 




Sistan 

M. 3 



The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.O.^ 1865, p. 464, no. 148), who read the mint- 
signature (no. 52) as Yezd. The coin was in the Prokesch- 
Osten Collection. Unfortunately it was not reproduced. 




Nihavand 

ETN. 2 


M 

M 

As no. 11 above [coin 
slightly clipped]. 

As no, 11 above, but mint- 
signature no. 43a = NH; 
date shshvist: 

PL IL 3. 

M. 4 


, 

al-Raiy 

The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 84, no. 3). There was a specimen 
in the collection of Subhi Pasha and in Mordtmann's 
own cabinet. Apparently the marginal legend was 
^ weight 49*4 gr. (3-2 grm.). 

The mint-signature was no. 48 ^^’■hich Mordtmann wrongly 
interpreted as zb = Zadracarta. Judging by the mar- 
ginal legend I should be inclined to believe that the 
coin was really of a later date. Unfortunately, as it 
was not illustrated, it is impossible to confirm this. 
Miles (op. cit, p. 5, no. 2) accepts it as above and 
regards the date as in the Hijra era. See Introduction 
(Mint Notes). 



■ 

Year 27 

Ardashir-Eliurra 

RB. 1 

59-1 

3-S3 

1-3 

As no. 11. 

As no. 11, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 9 = ART ; date 

•i2ii^»P06r^ = HTTVIST: 

PL IL 4. 


ETN. 2, E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
RB. 1. Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford, 
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No. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Nahr-Tira 


Sch. 1 


A coin of tMs year and mint-signature no. 44 (though 
read as nab) was reported in the Michael Sale (2nd Part, 
ScJiulman, March 1914, p. 28, no. 387). The margin 
was 4 IH ^ only. I have been unable to trace the coin 
to verify this statement. 


T. 1 


Year 28 


Sistan 


Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 282, no. 48) recorded a coin 
of this year and mint-signature (no. 52) which he read 
as Yezd. As he did not illustrate it, verification is 
impossible. It had 4111 in the margin. Mordtmann 

{Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 150, no. 749) and Tiesenhausen 
(no. 72) interpreted the mint-signature as ad for Adhar- 
baijan. It should be borne in mind also that coins 
dated 38 and 48 are liable to be read as 28. So far 
I have not seen an indubitable example of the year 28 
on Arab-Sassanian coins. 


I. 4 


Herat 

The coin of this year and mint reported in the Istanbul 
Museum (Catalogue, lio. 2) has actually the mint-signa- 
ture no. 52, and the date is really 48. A similar mis- 
interpretation of this mint-signature was made in the 
case of no. 1 in the same catalogue. See above, p. 5. 


M.:5 


Nihavand 

The earliest authority for this mint and year is Mordt- 
mann (Z.D.lf.ff., 1879, p. 84, no. 5), The coin was in 
his own cabinet. Apparently the marginal legend was 
4i)l ^ only. Mordtmann read the mint-signature as 

WH = Bih Kobad. De Morgan (Revue Numismatique, 
1907, p. 86) had one in his own collection said to be 
of this date. He read the mint-signature correctly. 
Unfortunately the coin was not illustrated, so that it is 
impossible to vouch for the date. 
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...No. ; 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 29 

Ardashir-Khurra 

M. 6 



The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.O,, 1879, p. 84, no. 7, where, however, the mint- 
signature is wrongly interpreted as ut). Apparently 
the marginal legend was only. The coin was in 

the Suhhi Pasha Collection. It Las never been illus- 
trated so that its data might be verified. 




Basra 

I. 5 



The coin in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 3) which 
is said to be of this year and mint is actually a coin of 
the Arab Governor ‘Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad of the year 
62 (a.h.) 




Nihavand 

13 

62-1 

4-02 

M 

1-26 

Usual type; marginal 
legend All 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 43a = m; date 
= nvjvist: 

PL IL 8. 




ahRaiy 

M. 7 



The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z.B.M.G,, 1879, p. 84, no. 6 where, however, the mint- 
signature no. 48 is wrongly interpreted as zd = Zadra- 
carta = Hekatompylos). Apparently the marginal 
legend was as above. The coin was in the Subhi Pasha 
Collection. Miles {of. cit., p. 6, no. 3) accepts it as 
having a Hijra date. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 




Uncertain Mint 

CO 



Mordtmann 1865, p. 464, no. 150) records 

a coin of this year with mint-signature no. 49 in the 
collection of Bubhi Pasha. He ascribed it to Sistan 
(Segestan), Instead of the usual M formula in the 

margin it had a legend which Mordtmann interpreted as 
the Arabic for Muhammad. The outline of this legend 
which he reproduces epigraphicaliy suspect 

for this early period, and I consider that the coin in 
question should not be classed as Arab-Sassanian. It 
almost certainly belongs to the same class as T 2 below, 
p. 14.' . 


13. E. B. Whitehead 1922. 
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■ No. ■ 

wt. . 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 30 

Darabjird 

14 

61-8 

4-00 

1-3 

Usual type ; margin 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 17 = da; date 

= SIH. 

PI. n. 9 . 

ETN. 3 


iR 

1-1 

As above, but marginal 
legend (sic) 4ll!l 

As above. 

PI. XXX. 7. 

15 

61-0 

3-30 

M 

145 

As no. 14, but tiny cres- 
cent below ear-pendant; 
marginal legend defec- 
tively written 4 JJ 

[slight corrosion over star 
and crescent 1.]. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 19 = dr; margin 
C* [corroded in first quar- 
ter], 

PLILIO. 

ETN. 4 


M ■. 

1-2 

As above, but marginal 
legend correctly written as 
on no. 14. 

As above. 

PI. XXX. 8. 




Nihavand 

RB. 2 

1 

61-8 

4-00 

■ ■ M\ 

1*25 

-y' ■ ■■■! 

Usual type ; no small star 

1. of crown ; margin 

4i5i 

Usual type; smaH star r. 
and crescent 1. of flames; 
mint-signature no. 43 b = 
KH ; date = sih. 


14. R. B. Whitehead 1922. 

ETN. 3. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 

15. Dr. C. Davies Sherbom presented 1935, 
ETN. 4. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
RB. 2, Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford. 
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No. 


C. 1 


16 


M. 9 


Wt. 


424 


554 

S-S9 


Metal 

Size 


M 

145 


M 

1.25 


Obverse 


Reverse 




Fig. L 


al-Raiy 

There is a coin of this mint-signature and date recorded 
in the Copenhagen Collection (0stru^, no, 61), although 
the old interpretation of the mint-signature as zd 
(= Zadracarta) is followed. But an examination of a 
cast of the coin kindly supplied to me by Dr. Galster 
and illustrated above (fig. 1) shows, in my opinion, that 
it does not belong to the Arab-Sassanian series at all 
but must be regarded as a rare variety of the regular 
Sassanian coinage. The remarkable marginal legend is 
certainly not Arabic, though I do not venture to inter- 
pret it as Pehlevi. The date also is problematical. 


al-Shirajan ‘ 


Usual type; countermark 
no. 11 ? in second quarter 
partly obliterates the 


Usual type ; 
ture no. 49 = 


mint-sign 

SHI. 

PL in. 


Year 31 


Hamadhan 


Mordtmann (Z.D.M,6^., 1879, p. 85, no. 9) records a 
coin of this year and mint in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 
Apparently the marginal legend was 4d!i 
never been illustrated. 


16. India Ojffice Collection presented 1882, 



12 UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


';;m. : 

:,Wt. : 

Metal ' 
Size ' : 

Obverse 

Reverse 

M. 10 



Bi^apur 

Mordtmann {Z.D3LG., 1879, p. 85, no. 8) records a coin 
of this year and mint in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 
Dorn {Melanges Asiatiques, ii, p. 391) attributes a coin 
to this mint with probable date 32 or 31. As the coin 
apparently bore the marginal legend diUl ^ -sdSl 

I should be inclined to place it at a later date (cf. below 
nos, 22-23). See Tiesenhausen, no. 75. 




Merv 

C. 2 



The coin mentioned in the Copenhagen Cabinet (no. 69) 
of this mint and date is actually an ordinary coin of the 
Sassanian series without any trace of Arabic. The 
marginal legend, as I have been able to see from a cast 
kindly sent me by Dr. Galster, is Pehlevi qaj (afd). 




IstaMir 

17 

52.7 , 
3-41 

JR 

1.16 

Usual type ; margin 

Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 53 = ST ; date 

= YAJSH. 

PLIILS. 




Year 32 

al-Raiy 

18 

584- 

3-78 

iR 

1.3 

Usual type; 4i)l in 

second quarter ; counter- 
marks no. 39 in first 
quarter and no. 14 over 
the bottom star and cres- 
cent. 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 48 a = RD ; date 

= DVAJSIH. 

^ PL III. 4. 




Year 33 

Nihavand 

\m.n 



The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G.y 1879, p. 85, no, 10). Apparently the mar- 
ginal legend was as on no. 18 above. The coin was in his 
own cabinet, but unfortunately he did not illustrate it. 




Year 34 

None of this year so far recorded. 


17. M. Eustaclie de Lorey presented 1923. 

18. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Year 35 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Bi^apur 


Zam. 1 


Zambaur {Kollehiion Ernst Prinzzu WindiscJi-Grdtz, p. 9, 
no. 3) mentions a coin of this mint and year with 
aDI ^ in the second quarter but with a puzzling legend 

^ -UA. (?) in the third quarter. Unfortunately the coin 
is not reproduced. It must also be borne in mind that 
the date 35 (...rua^cicv) is liable to be confused with the 
date 50 (^ajjoo^)- In the case of the latter the main 
determining feature is the presence of the fuller legend 

nos. 5, 6, 7. The coin in 

the Berlin Museum (Niitzel, no. 85) is an example of this 
difficulty. It ought, in my opinion, to be dated year 50 
(q.v.). Thomas (J^R.A.S., 1850, p. 282) recorded a 
specimen of this date and mint but did not reproduce 
it. Mordtmann (Z.DM,G,, 1854:, p. 150, no. 751) and 
Tiesenhausen (no. 76) repeated this without having seen 
the coin. 


19 


61-6 M 
3^99 1-35 


Bihkobadh. 


Usual type ; margin 


Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 11 =bh; date 

= PNJSH. 

PL IIL 6. 


20 


61*7 

4>00 


M 

1*3 


Uncertain Mint 


As above ; countermark 
no. 2 in fourth quarter. 


As above ; but mint-signa- 
ture no. 59 = N or A or zu 
or s, &c. 

PL in. 7 . 


M.: 12 


MintMIB?(^) 

The sole authority for this year and mint-signature is 
Mordtmann (Z.D.M,G,, 1879, p. 85, no. 12) who inter- 
preted the mint-signature as Meibud. Apparently the 
margin was ^ , and the coin weighed 

3*5 grm. (54*0"gr.). It was in Mordtmann’s own collec- 
tion, but unfortunately it was never reproduced. This 
mint-signature never occurs to my knowledge on Arab- 
Sassanian coins. Probably Mordtmann misread the 
mint-signature no. 40 or 40 a = me (i.e. Merv). 


19. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936* 

20. India Office Collection presented 1882. 



14 


UMAIYAD GOVERNOES 


Obverse 


Beverse 


al-Raiy 

Karabacek Numismatische Monatshefte^ vol. i, 

1865, p. 67, no. 119) describes a coin of this year and 
mint, although with the old attribution to zd = Zadra- 
carta. The margin had 4)^ ^ . Miles (op. cit., no. 5 x) 
regards the date as a.h. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 

Additional 

Thomas (J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 283) mentions a coin in the 
Masson Collection with the mint-signature znd (he gives 
the modern Pehlevi transcription Mordtmann 

(Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 150, no. 754) accepts this but reads 
the mint-signature as eiu. From Thomas’s description 
it appears that the coin bore the remarkable Kufic legend 
4^1 JU. 5 ^ . From his transcription of this on his 

Plate 11, fig. 20 (' obvious that this 

rendering is epigraphically impossible. The script is 
neither Kufic nor Pehlevi, but some form of writing 
resembling that on what I have termed the Arab- 
Ephthalite coins (see below, p. 127). The coin in 
question is actually now in the British Museum, having 
been part of the India Office Collection presented in 
1882. As it bears no trace of having been minted by 
the Arabs I have not included it here. Miles (op. cit., 
p. 6, no. 5 x) has also noted that the supposed Kufic 
legend is not Kufic and has rejected the coin from this 
series. (Cf. M. 8 above, p. 9.) 

Thomas (ibid., p. 282) also mentions a coin of the same 
mint and year of the 4)1 ^ type (= Mordtmann, ibid., 

no. 753 ; Tiesenhausen, no. 78), but I have been unable 
to confirm this. Miles (op. cit,, no. 5 x) has condemned 
it with the foregoing specimen, in spite of the basmala 
in the margin. 

Year 36 

None so far recorded. 


Year 37 


M Usual type. 


Airan (Susa) 

Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 5 = air; date 
— ::hftsih. ' , ■ 


I. 6. Istanbul Museum (Exhibition Room, no. 2). 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




BiAapur 

I. 7 



The coin in the Istanbul Museum (Catalogue^ no. 4) of 
this year ascribed to the above mint really bears the 
mint-signature of Nihavand and is described below {I. 8). 




Sistan 

21 

61 

3-95 

M 

1-3 

Usual type ; margin : 

countermark no. 45 in first 
quarter. 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 52 c=:Sk; date 
= hfts(ih) or 
hf(t)sh ; small star r. and 
small crescent 1. of fianies. 

PI. III. 8. 




Nihavand 

I. 8 


JR 

Usual type. 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 45 = nih; date 

= HFTSI. 




al-Raiy 

KB. 3 

61-4 

3-9S 

^ JR 
1*25 

Usual type ; margin 
alUl ^ (sic) 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 48 = RD ; date 

HFTSIH. 

PI. III. 9. 

P. 1 

60-9 

3-95 

JR 

1-25 

As EB. 3 above ; but 
marginal legend in second 
quarter (sic) 4iUl ^ 

As RB. 3 above. 

PI. XXX, 9. 




Year 38? 





Mordtmann 1879, p. 85) stated that he had 

never seen any example with this date. My own ex- 
perience is that I have never seen any clear and indubit- 
able instance of this date on any of the coins of this 
type. But one or two defectively written specimens 
may Just possibly bear this date. With this caveat the 
following mints are recorded : 


21. India Office Collection presented 1882 =* Thomas {J.M.A.S., 1850, p. 282). 

I. 8. Istanbul Museum (Catalogm, no, 4, where the mint signature was read, however, 
as = bish). 

RB. 3. Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford. 

P. 1. Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris {Lapoix, no, 138). 
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UMAIYAD GOVERNOKS 


, No. ' 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Bi^apur 

ANS. 2 


M 

1-2 

Usual type ; margin 

Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 = bish; date(?) 
for HSHTSIH (?). 

PL III, 10. 




Sistan 

ETN. 6 


M 

M5 

Usual type ; margin 

ij.j pi 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 52 c = SK ; date 
hsht(sih ?). 

PL IV. 1. 




Year 39 

Ardashir-Khurra 

M. 13 



The authority for this year and mint-signature (no. 9) 
is Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G,, 1879, p. 85, no. 15). It was 
in the Subhi Pasha Collection. Apparently the marginal 
legend was 4 III ^ * Mordtmann read the 

mint-signature as ut. This is no doubt the same coin 
previously ascribed to this year by Djevdet-fifendi (in 
J.A., 1862, p. 157). 




Bi^apur 

M. 14 



Mordtmann {Z,D.M.G,^ 1858, p. 50, no. 290) records a 
coin of this year and mint-signature (which he read as 
BASS a) in the Subhi Pasha Collection. Zambaur {KolleJc- 
tion Ernst Prinz zu Windisch-Grdtz, p. 9, no. 4) records 
another specimen (weight 3-95 grm.) with marginal 
legend ^ j vjs 4)1 ^ . As none of these coins is 

illustrated it is impossible to decide whether the date 
may not have been i.e. 49 (cf. below, no. 31, 

PI. IV. 10), which might easily be read as nvajsi (i.e. 
39), though I prefer to regard it as nvajhl (cf. Pl. IV. 
nos. 9 and 10), The same applies to the coin recorded 
by Dorn {Melanges Asiatiques^ ii, p. 391 = Tiesenhausen, 
no. 82). 


ANS. 2. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York (ex Kev. J. B. Nies Collection). 
ETN. 5. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 


UMAIYAD ' GOVERNORS 


17 


No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


M. 15 


I. 9 


M 


I. 16 


T. 4 


L 10 


Year 40 

None of this year so far noted. 

Year 41 

Bi^apur 

The sole authority for this year and mint-signature is 
Mordtmann {Z.D3I.G., 1879, p. 86, no. 16). The coin 
was in his own collection and had the marginal legend 
dlJuJl ^ (i-e. in the name of Allah, the King). 

The mint-signature he wrongly interpreted as bass A. 


Darabjird 


Usual type. 


Year 42 


Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 17 = da; date 
J^ai/ = YAJHL. 


Bi^apur 

The sole authority for this year and mint is Mordtmann 
{Z,D.M,G., 1850, p. 505, no. 2 ; 1854, pp. 150-1, no. 
756 ; 1879, p. 86). The coin was in the Borrell Collec- 
tion. Apparently the marginal legend was ^ j 

though Mordtmann read the last word as . The date 
was of the form DVAJJHL. 

Year 43, 

The specimen of this year described by Thomas {J.R,A,S., 
1871, p. 430, no. 2) which Mordtmann (Z.DM.G.^ 1879, 
p. 86, no. 17) accepts and attributes to Raj (i.e. Eaiy) 
is not Arab-Sassanian at all, but a regular coin of 
Khusrau II with marginal legend in Pehlevi .3 oa^ 
(i.e. apd) which Thomas wrongly interpreted as being 
equal to/ABD in Arabic. 


The coin of the mint of Darabjird ascribed to this year 
in the Istanbul Museum Cabinet (Catalogue, no. 5) is in 
my opinion of the year 41 (see above, I. 9). 


I. 9. Istanbul Museum. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


.Reverse 


ANS. 3 


M 

M5 


T. 5 


TL 2 


67-3 


M 

1-25 


Year M 

None of this year so far recorded. 


Year 45 
Usual type ; margin 

dilJl r;^ 4)1 ^ 

(i.e. in the name of Allah, 
the King) [edge clipped]. 


Bi^iapur 


Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 =bi§h; date 
= PNJHL. 

PL !¥• 2. 


MintBI(?) 

The coin described by Thomas [JM.A.S.^ 1850, p.283 (b) 
= Tiesenhausen, no. 88] and accepted by Mordtmann 
(Z.D,M.G., 1854, p. 151, no. 757) in his list under this 
date and ascribed to Bihistun, is really not Arab- 
Sassanian at all. The so-called Kufic marginal legend 
which Thomas believed was 4J (i.e. to Allah) is actually 
the first two letters of the common Pehlevi word QJJ 
(=:AFI), i.e. Praise) and the coin in question ought to 
have been classed in the ordinary Sassanian series. The 
same criticism applies to the similar coin of the year 47 
(Thomas, ibid, (c), and Mordtmann, ihid.^ no. 758 = 
Tiesenhausen, no. 91). 


Sistan 


Usual type, but the follow- 
ing details are omitted : 
small star 1. and small 
star and crescent r. of 
crown, small star and cres- 
cent on r. and 1. shoulder ; 
also in first quarter uncer- 
tain legend (?) ; in 

second quarter M ; 
and in third quarter ^ j . 


Usual type, but no star 1. 
and no crescent r. of flames ; 
mint-signature no. 52 a = 
SK ; date faint, but almost 
certainly 

JUvfriO — PNJJHIL. 


Pi IL 2. 


ANS. 3. American Numismatic Society, New York. 

Th. 2. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. Cf. Th. 3 below, p, 22. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 46 

Darabjird 

Ties, . 1 



Tiesenliausen (no. 2691) reports a coin in tlie Stroganof 
Collection which, was of this date and with mint- 
signature no. 17= DA. Apparently the margin was 
v'1^v ^ • Unfortunately it was not illustrated. 




Year 47 

Bi^apur 

22 , 

56-6 

3-67 

ji 

1-25 

Usual type ; margin 

[edge broken in two places] . 

Usual type; mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 = bish; date 
^ cv>ow = HFTJHL ; there 
is a pellet in front of mint. 

PL IV. 3, 

23 

55-2 

3-58 

\ 

JR 

1-25 

As above, but counter- 
marks nos. 10 and 21 in 
first quarter, no. 1 in third 
quarter, and no. 3 in fourth 
quarter. 

As above, but without 
pellet in front of mint. 

PL IV. 4. 




Zaranj 

24 

42-7 

2-77 

M 

1-2 

Usual type ; margin cut 
off at bottom 1. so that 

only 431 is visible in 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 57 = zr; date 

= HFTJH(t). 




second quarter, and it is 
impossible to tell whether 
there was any additional 
portion of the formula in 
the third quarter. 

PL IV. 5. 




. Year 48 

BiAapur 

25 

54-8 

3-55 

JR 

1-25 

, 

Usual type ; margin 

^ 41511 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 = bish; date 

= HSHTJHL. 

PL IV. 6, 


22. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1930V 

23. India Office Collection presented 1882, 

24. G. Smith and H. Bassam (from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

25. M. Eustache de Lorey presented 1923. 
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Mfttal 



No. 

„ Wt. 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

RB. 4 

624 

M 

As above, but marginal 

As above, but mint-signa- 


4-Oi 

1*35 

legend correctly written; 

tureno. 12 c; date 




countermark no. 3 in fourth 

margin ^2/ 




quarter. 

PI. XXXI. 1. 




Merv 

ANS.4 


JR 

As above [holed on r. 

As above, but mint-signa- 



M 

shoulder ; edge clipped]. 

ture no. 40 a = mb ; date 
as on no. 25; pellet in 
front of mint-signature ; 
no additional pellets in 





margin. 





PL IV. 7. 




Sistan 

26 

55-6 

JR 

Usual type ; margin 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 


3-60 

1.3 

<dll 

ture no. 52 c = sk(?); date 
defective at end 




uncertain countermark 

hshtjh(l) (?) 




partly covers legend in 
second quarter. 

PI. IV. 8. 

27 

61-6 

JR, 

As no. 26, but breast-orna- 

As no. 26, but date 


3-99 

1.25 

ment ••I* ; marginal legend 
has pellet missing 1. of ^ ; 

(sic) r= hshtjhl. 




no countermarks. 

PI. n. 5. 

28 

61-6 

JR 

As above, but breast-orna- 

As above. 


3-99 

1.3 

ment as on no. 26 ; the 
marginal legends, appar- 





ently the same as on 





no. 26, are partly oblite- 
rated by countermarks, 
nos. 39 (twice) and 14 in 
first quarter, and no. 38 in 
third quarter. 

PLn.6, 


BB. 4. Sir Eichard Burn Collection, Oxford. 

ANS. 4. American Numismatic Society, New York. 26. Eden Collection 1853. 

27, 28. India Ojffice Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 



Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

29: 

614 

JR 

As above, but with two 

As above, but pellet 1. of 


3-98 

1.3 

countermarks only ; no. 38 

mint-signature. 




in first quarter and the 
same in tbe third quarter. 

PL n. 




Year 49 





Bi^apur 

30 

48-1 


Usual type ; margin 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 


3-12 

145 


ture no. 12 = bish; date 

= NVAJHL. 




pellet 1. and r. of crescent 
indistinct (but cf. no. 31) 





[edge clipped]. 

PL IV. 9. 

31 

58-7 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above ; date written 


3-80 

1*3 

mark no. 11 in second 
quarter obliterating the 
end of 4jJl and most 

thus: 




of the pellet r. of Q [traces 
of double-striking]. 

PL IV. 10. 

32 

68-8 

JR 

As above, but no pellet r. 

As no. 30. 


3-81 

1-3 

andl. of crescent; counter- 
marks no. 14 over (* and 
no. 3 in fourth quarter. 





Year 50 





Bi^apur 

33 

50-6 

JR 

Usual type; margin 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 


3-28 

145 


ture no. 12 = bish ; date 
= PNJAH. . . 





PL m. 5. 

34 

56-8 

JR 

As above; countermark 

As above [corroded at top]. 


3-68 

1.3 

no. 3 in fourth quarter. 



29. Major Hay 1860. 

30. G. Smith and H. Rassam (from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

31. R. B. Whitehead 1922. 32. East India Company 1845. 

33. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. Cf. Nutzel, no. 85, the date of which is 
wrongly read as 35. See Zam. 1, p- 13 aboveY 

34. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 


M. IT 


Wt. 


Metftl 

Size 


Year 51 


Obverse 


BiAapur 


Reverse 


As Mordtmann (Z.DM.G,, 1879, p. 86, no. 21) is the 
sole authority for this mint and date, and the coin has 
never been illustrated, ifc is impossible to be certain of 
the accuracy of this attribution. The coin was in the 
Subhi Pasha Collection. Apparently the obverse margin 
was ^ j • It is of interest to note that on 

the reverse margin there was a small triangle of dots in 
the fourth quarter. The only other case of this I have 
come across is on the coin of Sir Richard Burn’s which 
I have attributed above (RB. 4, PI. XXXI, 1) to the 
year 48. It is just conceivable that both coins are of 
the same year. 


M. 18 


Year 53? 

Mordtmann (Z.DM,G,, 1880, p. 160, no. 561) records a 
coin in his own collection, which he ascribes to this year, 
with the mint-signature no. 43 = nh. The coin bears 
no legend in Arabic that would indicate that it was 
struck by an Arab Governor. The only reason why 
Mordtmann considers that it belongs to the Arab- 
Sassanian group is the fact that the year 53 exceeds the 
known regnal years of Khusrau II (38). Mordtmann’s 
transcription of the date legend is . It is more 

than likely that this is a mistake for = hfts(h) 

= 37. I have no hesitation in excluding it from the 
present series. 


With Uncertain Date 


Year 61 ? (a.h.) 


Sistan 


Th. 3 


61*6 

3^99 


M 

P2 


As Th. 2 above, p. 18, but 
margin 

pellet 1. of wings in fourth 
quarter. 


As Th. 2 above, p. 18, but 
date 

= AYUKI^ST (?) ; 
small star 1. and small 
crescent r. of flames. 


Tb. 3. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

I. 11 


M 

As above; no pellet in 
margin top 1. 

As above, but margin 

(i.e. minted in the East). 




Year 63 ? (a.h.) 

Sistan 

Ox. 1 

65-1 

3-57 

M 

1-2 

Usual Sassanian type ; 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
name-legend in thick 
script ; margin 

[pierced at top]. | 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; no star nor 
crescent 1. or r. of flames; 
mint-signature no. 52 = 
sk; date 

= TnTSHST(?). 

PL XXXL 3. 




(b) With mint and date in Arabic 




Damascus {,y^:>) 

Year 73 (a.h.) 

N. 1 


M 

Usual type, but margin 

4)1 41 V c* 'iDl 

*) j J 

Usual type, but mint in 
Kufic script i.e. 

Dimishk (= Damascus) 
and date (sic) ^J^J ; 




4)1 

1 

margin ‘v*/* 




Year 74 (a.h.) 


DD. 1 

48-7 

3-16 

M 

1-25 

As above, but marginal 
legend difierently divided : 

4)1 'il 41 V C* -iDl 

*) 

4)1 

As above, but date (sic) 
Cr^J » pellet r. of 

altar pedestal; no trace 
of additional pellets in 
margin. 

PL XXXI. 4. 


I. 11. Istanbul Museum. Ox. 1. Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 

N. 1. Konigsberg (Nesselmann, Die orientalischen Munzen, &c., p. 12). 

DD. 1. D. D. Dickson Collection, London. 
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UMAIYAD GOVEENOES 


No, 


Wt, 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


ANS. 5 


51.5 

M4 


M 

1.2 


L 12 


M 

M 


(c) Without mint or date 


New type of Sassanian 
bust ; crown without wings ; 
front of breast interlaced ; 
above crown a circle and 
pellet instead of star and 
crescent; name-legend of 
Khusrau II r. downwards 
as usual ; margin in Arabic 

41)1 '•i\ 4 C* 1 V aDI ^ 

(Ji^ *) j j 

V 4i)l 


New type of reverse; within 
triple circle in place of 
usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants there is an 
arch surmounting two 
pillars no doubt represent- 
ing a mihrab or Muham- 
madan prayer-niche ; in 
the centre of the arch rises 
a lance with two streamers 
falling to 1. ; pellet 1. and 
r. of lance point and 1. and 
r. of notched end ; at 
bottom row of small pellets; 
legends in Kufic script 
downwards ; ^jJ\ 

(i.e. Commander of the 
Faithful) 1. of arch; cui-U- 
41)1 (sic) for 4l)l (i.e. 

Vice-gerent of Allah) r. of 
arch ; 1. and 4 III r. of 

spear (i.e. May Allah 
help 1) ; ■ margin : Pehlevi 
letters ew == af in first 
quarter ; pellet 1. and r. of 
each ^ ; fourth outer 
circle. 

PLXXXL5, 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants as on proto- 
type y, above (p. 2). 


(iii) With the name of Hormuzd IV 

Usual Sassanian bust as on 
prototype y, above (p. 2), 
but marginal legend in 
Arabic (partly destroyed 
at the beginning) 

mUI 'ifl 41 
<d)l ^ 

[first and second quarters 

completely lost], i FL XXX* 1. 


ANS. 5. American Numismatic Society Oollectioii, New York. 
I, 12. Istanbul Museum. 
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25 


No. 


Zub. 1 
(Fig. 2) 


35 


Wt. 


54.8 

S-55 


51-8 

3-36 


Metai 

Size 


M 

1-3 


M 

M5 


Obverse 


Eeverse 


B. Without the name of the Sassanian king 
Khusrau II Type 
With Arab- Byzantine Reverse 




Fig. 2 

Mintless 


Year 75 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust of 
Khusrau II as on no. /3, 
but in place of Peblevi 
legends 1. and r. of bust in 

Kufic script ijU- ^ 

1* and ^Jj*’*'.**^ 

r. (i.e. minted in the year 
75); margin 

Ai)l 4)1 V C* 4i)l 

^ -XiiiSftA oJo^ 

a 

[edge cut bottom L]. 


New type of reverse ; with- 
in triple circle in place of 
the usual Sassanian fire- 
altar and attendants there 
is the standing figure of 
the Caliph, bearded and 
wearing Arab head-dress, 
with his r. hand resting 
on his sword-hilt ; in field 
Kufic legend 1. downwards 

(i.e. Com- 
mander of the Faithful) 
and r. downwards 4)1 
(sic) (i.e. Vice-gerent of 
Allah) ; star and crescent in 
each of the four segments. 


C. With the name of the Umaiyad Caliph 
(d) Mu^dwiy a 

Caliph A.H. 41-60 = A.i). 662-80 
Darabjird 

Year 41 

Usual bust of Sassanian 
type ; the small star and 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and two attendants ; small 


Zub. 1. Zubow Collection (now in the Historical Moscow). 

35. J. E. Taylor (Consul at Diarbekr) presented 1865. 
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UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


No. Wt. Obverse Eeverse 

crescent r. of crown has star r. and small crescent 
become a small star only ; 1. of flames; mint-signa- 

the crescent and the fillet tnre downward r. no. 18 
above the r. shoulder have = dar ; date downwards 
dropped out; in place of = yajhl ; margin 

the name of the Sassanian and 

monarch appear the name 
and title of the Muham- 
madan Caliph of Damascus 
written in Pehlevi 

MAAWIA amir 
I-WRUISHNIKAN 

(i.e. Mu*awiya Commander 
of the Faithful) ; margin 

*0 C** 

[the edge is so rubbed that 
the pellets alongside the star 
and crescent are practically 
obliterated, but see Th. 4 
below ; the coin is pierced 
in second quarter practi- 
cally obliterating the tri- 
angle of pellets to r. of star 

and crescent bottom r.]. PL V. 1. 

36 29-3 M As above, but first line As above, but small cres- 

1-90 1-0 of name-legend cent to r. and star to 1. 

[coin badly rubbed and of flames ; margin J 
clipped; pierced in second (which may be a worn 
quarter]. 

Th. 4 60-8 M As no. 35 ; in margin As no. 35, but margin 

3*94 1*25 pellet in front of each star 

and crescent clearly dis- 
cernible except at bottom. PL ¥« 2, 

B. 3 62-8 M As no. 35; marginal pellets As no. 35, but mint-signa- 

4‘07 1-15 clearly discernible, ture no. IT = da ; no ad- 

ditional symbols or letters 

"'^inthe'margin.':":'''^^'''.-: 

,;; :::PL:xxxl 6. 





Tb. 4. Philip Thorbum Collection, London (ex Davis Collection). 
B. 3. Berlin {Nutzd, no. 94, PI. II, where the date is read as 43). 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


ANS. 6 


M 

1.2 


37 


44-7 

2^88 


M 

M5 


V. 1 


As above. 


As above. 


PL Y. 3. 


(b) *Ahd al-Malih ihn Marwdn 

ui 

Caliph A.H. 65-86 =:A.D. 684-705 
Ardashlr-Khurra 

Year 70, See note at end to 37 below. 


Year 73 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust, but 
narrower shape ; breast- 
ornament the Caliph’s 
name and title in Pehlevi 

APDLMLIK AMIR 
I-WRUISHNIKAN 

(i.e. 'Abd al-Malik, Com- 
mander of the Faithful) ; 
margin, half in Arabic and 
half in Pehlevi 

[•^)] ^%iajujii^ 

[fourth quarter broken off]. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and two attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 (with one 
pellet in front and two 
behind) = art; date 

= SIHFTAT. 


PL ¥. 4. 


Bi^apur(?) 

Year 71 (a.h.) 

The sole authority for this year and mint is Yalentine 
(p. 89) who has no doubt misread the legends. Un- 
fortunately he does not give any illustration of the coin 
or the source of his information. The name-legend in 
Pehlevi was apparently as on Cam. 1 below, p. 29. 


ANS. 6. American Niimismatic Society Collection, New York. 
37. Claude Stenart 1848. 
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UMAIYAD GOVEENOES 


No. ' 

: Wt. ' 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

.Reverse 




Darabjird 

Year SO^a.u. 72 

0.3 

61-1 

3-96 

M5 

As no. 37 above, but bust 
less elongated ; no Peblevi 
legend in third quarter; 
breast-ornament ; no 

crescent over 1. shoulder ; 
margin as on no. 35 above. 

As no 37 above; small 
star r. and crescent 1. of 
flames; between pedestal 
of fire-altar and the atten- 
dant on the 1. the Pehlevi 
letter =p; mint-signature 
no. 17 = DA ; date 

= shst : ; 

margin • . 

PL XXXL 7. 

Asc. 1 

, 

■ 

1-2 

As above [holed in fourth 
quarter]. 

As no. 37 above, but mint- 
signature no. 21 =DARAv; 
date llSuj'XJ* 




Year (55=a.h. 77 


P. 2 

GO 

JR 

1-25 

As C. 3 above. 

As C. 3 above, but date 
pnJshst: ; 1. of altar pedes- 
tal the Pehlevi letter is 
clearer and has a pellet on 
1. ; margin has two pellets 
instead of one 1. of star 
and crescent at top. 

PL XXXL 8. 




Year 66 


1. 13 

, 


The coin ascribed to 'Abd al-Malik of this mint and 
date in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 17) is 
actually of the year 60 and bears the name of 'Abdallah 
ibn al-Zubair as Amir (see no. 47 below, p. 35). 




Year 72 


C. 4 



The coin ascribed to this mint and date in the Copen- 
hagen Catalogue {0struf, no. 67) ought really to be read 
as 60 (see above, C, 3). 


C. 3. Copenhagen Museum {0strupi no, 67, where the date on the coin is wrongly given 
■as'';72), 

Asc. 1, G. I. Ascoli {Dodici Monete ... del M. Museo di Napoli, p. 72, PL land II, no. 11). 
P. 2. Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris (Lavoix, no, 147). 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Merv 

Year 75 (a.h.) 

Cam. 1 

59-0 

3-82 

M 

1-3 

Usual Sassanian bust; 
name-legend 

APDULMLIK-I 

MBWANAN 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 41 == MRw; date 

IQM PlSrjHPTAT. 




(i.e. 'Abd al-Malik ibn 
Mar wan); margin 

countermark no. 14 in first 
quarter. 

PL XXXI. 9. 




D. With the name of 

a Provincial Governor 




(i) 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair 




(jj j)l (j; 4)1 JL^) 




Rival Caliph a.h. 61 

-73 = a.d. 680/1-692 




Type (a) With name 

{jfJ^ o. 




Ardashir-Ediurra 

Year 65 (a.h.) 

M. 19 

' ■ 

■■ 1 

The sole authority for a coin of this year and mint- 
signature (no. 9) is Mordtmann (Z,D,M.G., 1879, p. 88, 
no. 23) but it is not illustrated. It was in his own 
cabinet. Apparently thfe marginal legend was 431 
Mordtmann wrongly read the mint-signature as ut. 



1 ■ ■ 

Year 66 (a.h.) 


1. 14 

!■■■■■■ 

M 

i ■ ■ . ' 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
name-legend 

— apdula 

margin half in Arabic and 
half in Pehlevi 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 = art ; date 
' == shshshst: ; 
pellet 1. and r. of mint- 
signature. 




431 



Cam. 1. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. I* 14. Istanbul Museum. 
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UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


No. ' 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 67 (a.h.) 


B. 4: 

: ‘ 

M 

1 

As above, but last line of 
name-legend complete at 
end [clipped]. 

As above, but date 
pa&r = hftshst. 




Kirman 

Year 62 {a.u.) 

38 

59-8 

3-87 

M 

1.3 

Usual Sassanian bust, but 
crude workmanship; usual 
small crescent above 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend 

apdula 

I-ZUB(l)RAlSr 

with fillet at end of second 
line ; margin in Pehlevi and 
Arabic 

Q 4l)l C* 

(legend coalescing at end 
with star and crescent); 
countermarks no. 32 in 
first quarter, and nos. 29 
and 25 in margin 1. obli- 
terating *) 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; small star 
r. and small crescent 1. of 
flames respectively; mint- 
signature no. 36 = keman 
NAN . . ? ; date = 

bushst: [star and crescent 
obliterated top and 
bottom]. 

PL V. 6. 

Z. 1 

58 

3-75 

M 

1-2 

As above, but name-legend 
correctly written 

APBULA 1 1-ZUPIKAN 

no fillet at end of second 
line ; margin in Pehlevi 
and Arabic 

As above. 



1 

V ^ C* 

the end of the Pehlevi 
legend is obliterated bv 
countermark no. 48 (?). 

PI. XXXI. 10. 


B. 4. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nutzel, no. 162, but the mint-signature was not 
properly interpreted). 

38. India Ofifice Collection presented 1882. 

Z. 1. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

39 

50-3 

3-26 

M 

1-2 

Year 63 (a.h.) 

As above ; margin in 
Peblevi and Arabic 

C* 4131 

countermark no. 43 in 
fourth quarter. 

As above, but small star 
1. and small crescent r. of 
flames ; mint - signature 
no. 35 = KBMANHP.(?) ; date 
=sshst: . 

PLV. 7, 

B. 5 

6M 

3-96 

41 

1-25 

As above; in the marginal 
legend ^ is missing ; 

countermark no. 48 in first 
quarter; countermark no. 
14 in second quarter over 
beginning of the Pehievi 
legend. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no . 30 ? = KRMAN ...(?). 

B. 6- 

j 

60-5 

3-92 

i 

1 

M 

1-25 

Year 66 (a.h.) 

As B. 5 above; margin 
4131 only; counter- 

marks no. 14 r. and no. 
42 1. 

As B. 5 above; mint-signa- 
ture no. 28 a = krman: ; 
date fiatJl^^rrSHSHST. 

J. 1 

494 

3-20 

M 

Year 67 (A.Ji,) 

As no. 38 above, but 
second line of name-legend 
as on Z. 1 above ; margin 

*'*' — ^ C* 1 

[holed at bottom ; part of 
left margin broken ofi]. 

As no. 39 above; mint- 
signature no. 30 a = 
KRMAN . . (?) ; date 

=hftshst: 

I. 15 


M 

As above, but without star 

1. of ^ in margin. 

As above; mint-signature 
no. 32 "KRMAN . . . (?). 


39. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.jR /S',, 1850, p. 290, no. 23, PI. II. fig. XIV 
— Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 160, no. 806). 

B. 5. Berlin, Kaiser Friedrich Museum (NUtzel, no. 150, PL II). 

B. 6. Berlin, Kaiser Friedrich Museum {NUzd, no. 151, where, however, the date is 
wrongly read as sishst = 63 (a.h.)). 

J. 1, Jena University Collection (Stickel, Handbuch, ii, p. 91, no. 49, PL). 

I. 15. Istanbul Museum. 
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UMAIYAD GOTERNOKS 


No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


40 


61-9 

i-01 


41 


58-8 

3^81 


Th. 5 


64*0 

445 


M. 20 


M 

1-2 


M 

1-25 


M 

1-2 


Year 68 (a.h.) 

As no. 39 above, but 
breast- ornament ^ and 
margin 

^ C* 

no countermarks. 


Year 69 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust, but 
small crescent above 1. 
shoulder has become re- 
duced to a pellet; name- 
legend as on Z. 1 above 

yOAJ APDULA 
K— ^ i-zupiRAN ; 
margin in Pehlevi and 
AraMc 

4131 p.. c* 

nM ^ 

the beginning of this is 
obliterated by counter- 
mark no. 14; in first 
quarter countermark no. 
52 and in fourth quarter 
countermark no. 29. 


As above, but small 
crescent over 1. shoulder 
as usual. 


As no. 39 above, but mint- 
signature no. 34 = 
KRMANNHR (?) ; date 

= hshtshst: 


PL ¥. 8. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants, much re- 
duced in scale ; small 
crescent missing from 1. 
of flames; mint-signature 
no. 29 = krman . . .; date 
=navshst: 


PL ¥. 5. 


As above; mint-signature 
no. 28a=KRMA]sr: 

PL XXXIL 1. 


' Zaranj 

Year 69 (am,) 

The sole authority for this mint and year is Mordtmann 
(Z.Z).M.6r., 1879, p. 88, no. 25). The coin was in his own 
cabinet. Apparently the margin was 




4131 






40. M. Paul Tinchant presented 1936. 

Th. 5. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
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No. 


Do. 1 


Wt. 


ANS. 7 


ANS. 8 


42 


634 

i-09 


Metal 

Size 


M 

M5 


M 

145 


M 

1.2 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Type {h) With name and title 

4IJI 

Bi^apur? 

Year 53 ? 

Dorn [Melanges Asiatiques, II, p. 609, no. 6 = Tiesen- 
hausen, no. 108) mentions a coin of 'Abdallali of this 
mint probably dated 53. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1858, 
p. 52, no. 302) includes this in his list under the mint 
of Basa, an old reading of this mint-signature. It is 
highly improbable that such a coin ever was struck. 
On the other hand coins of this mint and date with the 
name of 'Abdallah’s renowned opponent Ziyad ibn Abi 
Sufyan are extremely common (see below nos. 51—4). 

Darabjird 


Year d3=A.H. 65 

Usual Sassanian bust r. ; 
crescent and fillet over 1. 
shoulder missing ; r. of 
crown small crescent in- 
stead of star and crescent; 
name legend 

APDULA AMIR 
I-WRinmNlKAN 

(i.e. 'Abdallah Commander 
of the Faithful) ; margin 

• *) C** 


As above ; 
missing on 


fillet also 
r. shoulder; 


the 4)1 in the margin 
is clumsily engraved. 

Year 54 = am. 66 

As above ; small star and 
crescent r. of crown; breast- 
ornament ; fillet on r. 
shoulder. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 17 =da; date 

= SIPNJAH. 


PL V. 9. 

As above; margin 
but date sipnja. 

PL V. 10. 


As above; date — 

= JHPNJA (sic) ; L of altar 
margin (* 

PLVL 1. 


ANS. 7, 8. American Numismatic Society, New York. 
42. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. 
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No. ' 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 68 (a.h.) 


40 

61-9 

M 

As BO. 39 above, but 

As no. 39 above, but mint- 


4-01 

1*2 

breast- ornament ^ and 

signature no. 34 = 




margin 

KRMANNHR (?) ; date 




1 

f = HSHTOTST: 









no countermarks. 

PI. V. 8. 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


41 

58-8 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust, but 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


3-81 

1-25 

small crescent above 1. 

and attendants, much re- 




shoulder has become re- 

duced in scale ; small 




duced to a pellet; name- 
legend as on Z. 1 above 

crescent missing from 1. 
of flames; mint-signature 




•— APBULA 

no. 29 = krman . . .; date 




i-zupiran: 
margin in Pehlevi and 
Arabic 

44 .. = nav^st: 




— ^ 4l)l c* 










the beginning of this is 
obliterated by counter- 
mark no. 14; in first 




I 

quarter countermark no. 
52 and in fourth quarter 
countermark no. 29. 

PL ¥. 5. 

Th. 5 

64-0 

M 

As above, but small 

As above; mint-signature 


4-15 

1.2 

crescent over I. shoulder 

no. 28 a = KRMAN: 




as usual. 

PL XXXIL 1, 




Zaranj 




Year 69 ( am ,) 





The sole authority for this mint and year is Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.ff., 1879, p. 88, no. 25). The coin was in his own 
cabinet. Apparently the margin was 




cv /5^ /(Ul ^ C* 


40. M. Paul Tinchant presented 1936. 

Th. 5. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
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No. 


Do. 1 


AN8. 7 


ANS. 8| 


4-2 


Wt. 


63*1 

4-09 


Metal 

Size 


M 

M5 


M ■ 
1.15 


M 

1.2 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Type (b) With name and title 

4i)l teLp) 

Bi^apur ? 

Year 53? 

Dorn {Melanges Asiatiques, II, p. 609, no. 5 = Tiesen~. 
hausen^ no. 108) mentions a coin of 'Abdailali of this 
mint probably dated 53. Mordtmann {Z.DsM,G,y 1858, 
p. 52, no. 302) includes this in his list under the mint 
of Basa, an old reading of this mint-signature. It is 
highly improbable that such a coin ever was struck. 
On the other hand coins of this mint and date with the 
name of 'Abdallah’s renowned opponent Ziyad ibn Abi 
Sufyan are extremely common (see below nos. 51-4). 

Darabjird 


Year 53=a.h. 65 

Usual Sassanian bust r. ; 
crescent and fillet over 1. 
shoulder missing ; r. of 
crown small crescent in- 
stead of star and crescent; 
name legend 

Of ' apdula amir 

I-WRUISHNIKAN 

(i.e. 'Abdallah Commander 
of the Faithful) ; margin 




.dll 




c *- 


As above; fillet also 
missing on r, shoulder ; 
the 4)1 ^ in the margin 
is clumsily engraved. 

Year 54=: AM. 66 

As above ; small star and 
crescent r. of crown; breast- 
ornament ; fillet on r. 
shoulder. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 17 =:da; date 

= SIPN JAH. 


PL V, 9. 

As above; margin 
but date sipnja. 

PL V. 10. 


As above; date — 

= JHPNJA (sm); 1. of altar 
margin (* 

PL VI. 1. 


ANS. 7, 8. American Numismatic Society, New York. 
42. Dr. C. Davies Slierborn presented 1935. 
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UMAIYAD 60YERN0RS 


No. 

Wfc. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

43 

57-Z 

3-71 

JR 

1-15 

As above, but clearer. 

As above; mint-signature 
no. 20 — dap; date 

= jhrpnja; mar- 
gin ; no additional 

mark 1. of altar. 

PL ¥I 2. 

H. 1 


JR 

1-25 

As no. 42 above. 

Year S6 — A,n. (68) 

As no. 42 above, but mint- 
signature and margin as 
on no. 43 ; no additional 
mark 1. of altar. 

PL xxxn. 2 . 

Z. 2 

60.5 


As no. 42 above; small 

As no. 42 above, but date 


8-92 

1.25 

star and crescent r. of crown 
omitted; no fillet on r. 
shoulder. 

— shpnjah (sic); 
small star 1. and small 
crescent r. of flames; no 
pellets in margin. 

PL XXXII. 3. 

44 

57-9 

JR- 

As no. 43 above, but not 

As no. 43 above, but date 


3-75 

1.15 

so clear; no fillet on r. 
shoulder ; in margin (sic) 
41)11 ; traces of double 

striking. 

Year 57=a.h. 69 

=shshpnja. 

PL VI. 3. 

45 

584 

JR 

As above, but small star 1. 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-74 

1.15 

and small star and crescent 
r. of crown omitted; 
breast-ornament .*• ; mar- 
gin as on no. 43, but pellet 
below first letter of 4 UI . 

ture no. 17 = da; date 

= HPPNJAH 
(sic) ; in margin pellet 
above 


43. J. B. Steuart Collection 1842. 

H. L Prof. Ernst Herzfeld Collection (now dispersed). Num. Circ., 1935, col. 433. 
Z. 2. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 

45. M. BoUin 1852 = Thomas 1852, p. 37, no. II a). 
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No. 

Wt. , 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

4:6 

54-4: 

S-53 

JR, 

1-2 

As above, but clearer ; 
Pehlevi legend afzxjt 1. of 
head damaged by double- 
striking ; breast-ornament 
and margin as on no. 43 ; 
fillet on r. shoulder. 

As above. 

PI. VI. 8. 




Year 60=A.n. 72 


Til. 6 

57-1 

zm 

M 

M 

As no. 45 above, but small 
star r. and 1. of crown; 
margin as no 43. 

As no. 45 above, but date 
; in field 1. 
of altar the Pehlevi letter 
O' =p; in margin aw 1. of 
replaced by a pellet; 
no other pellet in the 
margin. 

PLVL6. 

47 

65-4 

3-5P 

JR 

1-1 

As Th. 6 above [holed at 
top]. 

As Th. 6 above; no pellet 
in margin nor Pehlevi 
letter 1. of altar; mint- 
signature no. 21 =dakav. 

PL XXXIL 4. 


1 

■ ■ 


Year 62 


P. 3 

1 


The coin in the Bibliotheque Nationale (no. 144) of this 
mint has been wrongly dated by Lavoix as a.h. 62. It 
is really similar to Th. 6 above, the mistake being due 
to the fillet on the r. shoulder of the attendant on the 1. 
of the fire-altar having been read as the Pehlevi numeral 
for 2 (dtt). 




Kirman 

Year 67 (a.h.) 

48 

61*7 

MO 

M 

1-2 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
star and crescent r. of 
crown; no crescent over I. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
above; margin 

'7' <* 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; small star 
I. and small crescent r. of 
flames ; mint - signature 
no. 30 = krman . . . ; date 

PL ¥L 7, 


46. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 

Th. 6. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 47. Anon, presented 1939. 

48. M. Paul Tinchant presented 1936. 
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UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Beverse 




IstaMir 

Year 63 or 66 (am.) 

49 

59-4 

3-85 

M 

1-3 

As above, but small star 
and crescent r. of crown; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; breast-ornament 
^ ; margin 

Q V 4)1 C* ---to 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 53& = st with 
pellet 1. ; date = siotst: 
orsHSHST:; margin 

PL VI. 8. 

RB. 6 

61-6 

3-99 

M 

1-25 

As above. 

As above, but no pellets 
in margin. 

PL XXXIL 5. 




Year 66 (a.h.) 


RB. 6 

6M 

M 

1*3 

As no. 49 above. 

! 

As no. 49 above, but date 
= shshshst: 

PL xxxn, 6. 




(ii) Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan 





^ O. 




Abra^ahr 

Year 5i (a.h.) 

50 

43-6 

2-86 

M 

1.15 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
fillet on 1. shoulder; breast- 
ornament 1. of crown 

pellet in place of small 
star and r. jO. in place of 
small star and crescent; 
name-legend 

ZTYAT 

ABUSUFAN {$ic)\ 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; mint- 
signature no. 2==aprsh; 
date = jhrpnja; 

margin 




margin 4)1 pj 

[slightly clipped]. 

H.vm. 1. 


49. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 
BB. 5, 6. Sir Bichard Burn Collection, Oxford. 
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No. 


M. 21 


M. 22 


Z. 3 


B. 7 


ETN. 6 


Wt. 


50.9 

3-30 


42*3 

2-74 


Metal 

Size 


M 

1*2 


M 

1*05 


M 

M5 


Obverse 


Keverse 


Bi^apur 

Year 25? 

The sole authority that I can find for this mint and 
date is Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 90, no. 33). The 
coin was in his own cabinet. The fact that the marginal 
legend was 4\31 ^ almost certainly points to 

a much later date. Unfortunately the coin was never 
reproduced. On the face of it it appears to me a most 
unlikely date. In order to fit it into the chronological 
scheme, in fact, Mordtmann (p. 92) has to equate it in 
terms of the so-called Tabaristan Era, i.e. the Post- 
Yezdigird Era. 


Year 47? (a.h.) 

The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G., 1858, p. 50, no. 293). The coin was in the 
Subhi Pasha Collection, and had the marginal legend 
^ only. Mordtmann read the mint-signature as 

BASA. 

Year 50 {a. n.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
breast-ornament ; name- 
legend 

ty I-ABUSUFAN (sic) 


margin ^ j 4i)l 

Year 51 (a.h.) 

As above [defaced and 
pierced]. 


As above, but margin 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and two attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 12 c = bish; 
date = PNJAH. 






PL VI 9. 


As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 a {‘i) and date 

f <yf = AYUKPNJA. 


As above, but date 
wcfO'r^-M=Ay 0 PNJA {sic), 
PLVL m 


Z. 3. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 

B. 7. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 96). 

ETN, 6. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
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No, 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 52 (a.h.) 


ANS. 9 


M 

As no. Z. 3 above; counter- 

As no. Z. 3 above, but 



1*3 

marks nos. 11 and 8 in 
first and fourth quarters 
respectively [notched at 

date = dupnja 

[margin lumpy]. 




top r.]. 

PI. vn. 1 . 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


51 

604 

M 

As above; legends slightly 

As above, but date 


3-91 

1-3 

double-struck ; counter- 
mark no. 4 in fourth 

= SPNJA. 




quarter. 

PI. vn. 2. 

52 

51.9 

41 

As above, but no fillet on 

As above. 


3 - 3(5 

1-2 

1. shoulder, and name- 
legend is written thus : 





ziyat I- 





abusufan (stc) ; 
no countermarks. 

PL VII. 8. 

53 

48-7 

M 

As above, but fillet on 1. 

As above. 


3-26 

1-15 

shoulder displacing the 
Pehlevi letter ^ [cut at 





bottom]. 


EB. 7 

61-9 

M 

As above, but both fillet 

As above. 


4-01 

1.25 

over 1. shoulder and the 
Pehlevi letter — ' omitted. 

' PL XXXII. 7. 

54 

54-2 

M 

As above, but countermark 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-51 

V2 ■ 

no. 3 in first and fourth 

ture no. 12 c [margin scored 




quarters, the former partly 

in third quarter]. 




obliterating the C* 

PL XXXII. 8. 


ANS. 9. American Numismatic Society, New York. 

51. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

52, 53. M. Eustache de Lorey presented 1923. 

RB. 7. Sir Rieliard Burn Collection, Oxford. 

54. Sir Richard Burn presented 1938. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 54 (a.h.) 


55 

57-5 

3-73 

JR 

1-25 

As no. RB. 7 above; 
countermark no. 11 in 
first quarter. 

As no. RB.: 7 above, but 
date =JHRPNJA 

[third quarter scored], 

PLVIL4. 

B. 8 


JR 

M 

As no. 52 above [but 
damaged top 1.]. 

! As above. 

^ PL XXXIL 9. 

66 

46-3 

Z-00 

JR 

115 

As no. 48 above [edge 
clipped at bottom]. 

As above, but date trun- 
cated to JHBPNJ (sic). 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


T. 6 



Thomas asserts {J.R,A.S,f 1852, p. 408) that he saw 

1 a coin of this mint and date in the Colonel Rawlinson 
! Collection. Unfortunately he does not illustrate it so 
that the date cannot be verified. Another coin said to 
be of the same mint and date is mentioned, also without 
illustration, in the Johnston Sale (Sothehy, 16 July, 1906, 
lot 130). 




Basra 

Year51{AM,) 

M. 23 



Mordtmann 1854, p. 152, no. 764) attributes 

a coin in the Colonel Rawlinson Collection to this 
mint and year and states that it is apparently the same 
coin as that described by Thomas {J.R,A,S., 1850, 
p. 287, no. 1). If this is so, then Mordtmann’s reading 
of the mint-signature was wrong, since Thomas’s coin 
was of the mint of Bishapur. See note to ETN. 6 at end 
of the text. The coin (no. 57) described below, however, 
may be of this year. 


55. J. E. Steuart Collection 1846. 

B. 8, Kaiser Friedricli Museum, Berlin no. 9^^^ 

56. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 
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No. 

Wt. 

.Metal 

Size'. 

Obverse 

Eeverse 




Year 51 or 63 (a.h.) 


57 

■19-2" 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


1-24 

M 

fillet over 1. shoulder ; 

and attendants ; mint- 




name-legend as on no. Z. 3 

signature no. 13 = b jra ; 




above ; margin partly cut 

date = aypnja 




ofi at beginning 

(51) or siPNJA (53); pellet 




[the coin is badly cut at 
top and r., but the essential 

r. of mint. 




details are discernible]. 

pi.vn.5. 




Year 55 (a.h.) 


Cam, 2 


Al 

As above, but hair at back 

As above, but date 



•9 

of head has become con- 

=PNjp]srjA; no 




ventionalized as three 

pellet r . of mint ; r . of flames 




concentric circles ; small 
circle 1. and r. of crown i 
and on each shoulder; 

a pellet, 1. a small circle. 




name-legend arranged thus: 
ziyat-i/abusuean; margin 
cut off, but traces of the 





above marginal legend 
visible. 

PL xxxn. 10 . 




Darabjird 




Year 41= AM. 52153 


58,": 

54-4 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


8-53 

1*25 

name-legend 

and attendants ; mint- 




ZIYAT-I 

signature no. 17 = da; date 




ABUSFIYAN 

J^Uu =YAJHL. 




small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; margin 





C* * 

PL Vn. 6. 


67. G. Smith and H. Eassam (from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

Cam. 2. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 58. Aw)». presented 1936. 
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41 


No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

59 

34-2 

2-22 

M 

1 

As above, but name-legend 
partly obliterated by 
square countermark no. 
11 ; tbe ear-ring is ^ ; and , 
pellet at end of name- 
legend [margin almost 
completely cut off in order 
to reduce tbe coin to tbe 
size of tbe bemidrachms of 
Tabaristan]. 

As above. 

PL vn. 7. 

60 

62‘5 

M 

As no. 58 above, but ear- 

As above, but apparently 


4-05 

1-2 

ring as on no. 59 above; > 
over 1. shoulder ^ ; mar- i 
ginal legend written defec- ; 
Lively thus : 

4)1 

a pellet or defect in the 
die below C* 

PL XXXIL 11. 

ANS. 

10 


M 

1-3 

As no. 58 above, but pellet 
at end of name-legend as 
on no. 59 above. 

As no. 58 above. 

PL XXXII 12. 

B. 9 

57-1 

3-70 

M 

1.15 

As no. 58. 

Year 43 :^ AM. 35 

As no, 58, but pellet in 
middle of date, and ew in 
margin. 

61 

54-2 

M 

As no. 58 above, but ear- 

As no, 58 above, but mint- 

3-51 

1.2 

ring as on no. 59 above. 

signature no. 19=I)R with 
pellet above; date 
= sijhl; margin 

PL ms. 


59. India Office Collection presented 1882. 60. Spink 1938. 

ANS. 10. American Numismatic Society, New York. 

B. 9. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nutzeh no. 97, PL II). 

61. India Office Collection presented 1882. 


42 UMAIYAD GOVEENOES 


; :No.; 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Eeverse 




Dasht-i-Maisan ? 

Year 52 (a.h.) 

ETN. 7 


JR, 

1-2 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
name-legend 

ziyat/i-abusupan {sic ) ; 
fillet at end of ziyat; 
margin 

^ {sic). 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no.23 = DSHT (?) ; 
date = DUPNJA ; 

margin •: 

PLXXXIL13. 




Nihavand 

Year 51 (a.h.) 

I. 16 


JR 

Usual Sassanian bust. 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants; mint-signature no. 
43& = nh; date 
= AYUPNJA {sic). 




Year 52 (a.h.) 


62 

44-8 

2-98 

JR 

1-1 

As no. 51 above; no 
countermark [edge 

clipped]. 

1 As no. 51 above, but date 
, DUPNJA, and 

, mint-signature as above. 

P1.VIL 9. 




Fear 53 (A.H.) 


0. 5 

64-3 

S-62 

JR 

1 

As no. 55 above [margin I 
cutoff]. 

As no. 62 above, but date 

=SPNJA. 

PL xxxm. 1 . 




Year uncertain 


0. 1 


JR 

1-15 

Usual Sassanian bust; 
name-legend 

ZIY AT/i- ABITSUFAN 

with additional stroke 
after ziyat ; margin 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants; mint-signature no. 
45 = NiH ; date -xejLw = 
siH (?) (30) or = SHSH (6) for 

46{?). 




[edge clipped]. 

PL XL. 1. 


ETN. 7. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. Of. coin no. 66 below. 

1. 16. Istanbul Museum. 62. M. Eustache de Lorej^^ presented 1923. 

C. 5. Copenhagen Museum {Ostrup, no. 63). 

0. 1. Osman Aridag Collection, Istanbul. 



UMAIYAD GOVERNOES 


43 


■ No. 

, wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Eeverse 




Nahr-Tira 

Year 52 (A.m) 

63 

59-5 

3-86 

M 

1-3 

As no. 62 above, but 
name-legend as on no. 50 
above ; small pellet above 
L shoulder; additional 

As no. 62 above, but mint- 
signature no. ii a =:NHE. 




sign below in margin; 

countermark no. 1 in 
fourth quarter. 

PI. m 10. 

64 

38 

2-51 

M 

1 

As above, but without 
countermark ; no pellet 
over 1. shoulder ; name- 
legend as on no. 51 above 
[margin almost completely i 
clipped away]. 

As above, but mint- 
signature no. 44. ; 




Year 53 (AM.) 


I. 17 



As above. j 

As above, but date 

C 1 CLU = SPN JAH {sic ) . 




Al-Raiy 

Year uncertain 

STA. 1 


JR, 

Usual type. 

Usual type; mint-signature 
no. 48 =kd; date 

SHSH(?) i.e. 6for (4)6 (?). 

0. 2 


JR 

1-2 

As 0. 1 above. 

As G. 1 above, but mint- 
signature as above ; date 
=zBi (30) or sh(sh) for 

(4)6. 

PL XL. 2. 


63. Col. A. Ward presented 1934. 

64. Count de Sails (ex Ismail Pasha’s Collection) presented 1862. 
1.17. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). . 

STA. 1. Convent of St. Anne, Jerusalem. 

0.2. Osman Aridag Collection, Istanbul. 
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No.' , 

Wt., 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Eeverse 

I. 18 


JR ' 

Year 52 (AM.) 

Usual type, but no mar- 
ginal legend at all. 

Usual type ; date = dupja 
(sic). 




Year uncertain 


I. 19 


M 

Usual type. 

1 Date icui...(?)=zayupn(?) 
i for AYtJPNjA(?) i.e. 51 (a.h.). 




Istakhr 

Year 51 {am.) 

1. 20 


JR 

Usual type. 

Usual type; mint-signature 
no. 53 = ST ; date 
= ayupnJa (sic). 




Year 54 (a.h.) 


ETN. 8 


JR 

1-25 

As no. 63 above; pellet 
more distinct over 1. 
shoulder ; no countermark ; 
fillet over 1. shoulder miss- 
ing, its place being taken 
by the Pehlevi letter ^ as 
on no. 52 above. 

As above, but date 
^fi = JHRPNJA ; pel- 

let after mint-signature, 

PL vn. IS, 




Year 56 


M. 24 



The coin ascribed by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.Q., 1865, 
p. 471, no. 157) to this mint and year is almost certainly 
from his transcription a variant of the date 

51 above. The coin was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 




al-Shirajan? 

Year IJ (I) 

Dam. 1 


M 

1-2 

Usual type; name-legend 

ZIYAT 1 I-ABUSUFAN 

margin as on 0. 1 above. 

■ . Usual type ; : ' but mint- 
signature no. 49 =^i(?) ; 
date ' = YAJDH. 

PLXXXin.2. 


I. 18, 19. Istanbul Museum. I. 20. Istanbul Museum (Catalogue no. 7). 

ETN. 8. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 

Dam. 1. Arab Museum, Damascus. ' ' 
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45 


No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse ^ , 




Zaranj 

Year 51 (a.h.) 

65 

40-7 

2-64 

M 

1-1 

Usual Sassauian bust; 
name-legend 

ZIYAT 

I-ABUSUPAN. 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants, but mint-signature 
no. 57 = zr and date 

= AY UPN J A. 




margin ^ j 4)1 

(cf. ETN. 6 above) 
[clipped]. 

PL vn. 11 . 




Year 52 (a.h.) 


I. 21 


M 

! As above. | 

As above, but date ^(fc^vp 

= DUPNJA. 




Year 53 (a.h.) 


Do. 2 

1 


The sole authority for this mint and date is Dorn 
{Melanges, III, p. 628). See also Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G,, 
1865, p. 466, no. 156). 




Hanaadhan 

Year 52 (a.h.) 

ETN. 9 


M 

M5 

Usual bust ; name-legend 
as on no. 65 above; 
margin 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants; mint-signature no. 4 
=:AHM , date {sic) 

= DUPNJA. 

PL?n. 12. 

66 

60-9 

3-95 

M 

1*25 

Uncertain Mint 

Year 52 (a.h.) 

As above. As above, but mint- 

signature no. 38= kvat(?) 
[i.e. kobai)h(?)]. 

pi.vra. 2 . 


65. G. Smith and H. Rassam {from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

1.21. Istanbul Museum. 

ETN. 9. E. T. Newell Collection, New Tork. 

66. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935, 
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UMAIYAD aOVEENORS 


Obverse 


Keverse 


Mint 

Fear (a.h.) ? 

The sole authority for this mint-signature and date is 
Mordtmann {Z.DM,G., 1879, p. 91, no. 40). The coin 
was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. Apparently the 
marginal legend was and the Governor’s 

name was said to be truncated : ziyat-i abusuea. Un- 
fortunately it was not reproduced. Mordtmann himself 
thought the mint-legend — ut (?). It seems to me to 
resemble more mint-signature no. 56 (zankan). Of. also 
mint-signatures nos. 62, 62 a, and 62 5. 


(iii) Samura ibn Jimdab 
Darabjird 

Year 41= AM, 52153 

The first coin of Samura was published, unfortunately 
without reproduction, by Mordtmann (Z.D,M.G., 1879, 
p. 99, no. 76) from the Prokesch-Osten cabinet 
(see also his article in S.K.B.A., 1871, p. 698). The 
following details only can be deduced from his descrip- 
tion : 

Usual Sassanian bust; 1 Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


name-legend 

SMBA I- 
ZUNDAPAN 

margin 

4\5i C** 


and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 18 =dae; 
date =yajhl; mar- 

gin 




Sch. 2 
(Fig. 3) 


JR- As M. 26 above. 
1-25 


As M. 26 above. 


Sell. 2. White. King Sale Catalogue, June, 1905, no. 2051. Schulman, Amsterdam. 
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•No. 

Wt. 

1, Metal 
Size 

Obverse 

, .Revers©, , , 




(iv) 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir 




a 





ArdaAir-Khurra 

Year 47 (a.h.) 

67 

45-7 

2-96 

M 

1-1 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
breast-ornament ; cres- 
cent over 1. shoulder ; 
name- legend 

APBULA 

I- AMIRAN 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; mint- 
signature no. 9 == ART ; date 
^cpcu*=hptjhl; pellet 
r. and 1. of mint-signature 
[margin, surface pitted]. 




margin /jv ^ 

[edge cut particularly at 
bottom and 1.] 

PLVin. 3. 




Bi^apur 

Year 44 (a.h.) 

68 

534 

3-M 

1 

M 

1-25 

As above, but breast- 
ornament ; additional 

(accidental ?) pellet on 
neck [right side badly cut 
away]. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 12 =:BISh; date 
audsZjc = JHARJHL. 

PL VIII I 

69 

68-4 
3-7 i 

1 

1 

iE 

1.3 

As above; no pellet on 
neck; name-legend trans- 
posed 

I-AMIRAN 

APDunA 

countermarks nos. 11 and 3 
in first and fourth quarters 
respectively. 

As above, but date abbre- 
viated = JHARJH 

{sic) [edge scored in 
fourth quarter]. 

PLVni. 5. 


67. G. Smith and H. Bassam (from Nineveh excavations) presented 1878. 

68, 69. E. B. Whitehead 1922. 



48 


UMAIYAD GOVEKNOES 


AVt. 

Metal 

Size 

48-6 

JR 

3-15 

1-15 

53.6 

JR 

3-47 

1-25 

63*2 

M 

4-10 

1-25 

63 

M 

3-43 

1-25 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Darabjird 

Year 41 (a.h.) 

Usual bust; ear-ring ; I Usuj 


above; margin 

4i)l 


As above, but name-legend 
partly obliterated by 
countermark no. 10 in first 
quarter. 

As no. 70, but ear-ring 


Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants ; mint-signature no. 
1 9 = DK, partly obliter- 
ated; date =YAJHL 

[margin partly corroded 
bottom]. 

PLVIILe. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture clearer [scored in 
third quarter], 

. PL?IIL7. 


As no. 70, but ear-ring As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 17 = da; small 
star r. and small crescent 
1. of flames respectively. 

PLVIIL8. 

Year 43 (am.) 

Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 98, no. 74) records 
a coin in his own collection of this mint and date. 
As he does not reproduce it and he normally reads the 
Pehlevi date as sijhl (i.e. 43) instead of as 

YAJHL (i.e. 41), it may be presumed that the above 
date is problematical. In all respects the coin seems, 
so far as his description goes, to resemble no. 70 above 
except that the reverse apparently had • in the 
margin. 

Uncertain Mint 


Year30(=A.iL.41?) 

Usual bust, but very crude 


Usual fire-altar and atten- 


workmanship; name- dants; mint-signature no. 

legend very scratchily 58 =bn(?); date 

executed and indistinct; =sih. 

margin ^ 4SJ1 ; 

countermark no. 10 in first 
quarter; fillet and crescent 
over 1. shoulder almost 

obliterated. PL VIIL 9. 


PL¥IIL 9. 


70. M. Eustache de Lorey presented 1923. 

Th. 7. Philip Thorbnrn Collection, London. 

72. Mrs. Jacomb (ex. Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 


71. Anon, presented 1934. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Merv? 


Year 41 (a.h.) 


Bevers© 


M. 28 


Tbe only authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z,D.M,G., 1879, p. 98, no. 72), who gives the margin 
as 4)1 ^ with a countermark ni in the 

fourth quarter. He states that the coin in question is 
in the Berlin Museum, but it is not among the coins 
subsequently published by Niitzel in his catalogue. 
The countermark is of interest as it is like the symbol 
found on Arab-Ephthaiite coins (p. 127). 


ETN. 

10 


M 

1*25 


Nahr-Tira 


Year 20 (=a.h. SI) 

As no. 72 above, but more 
distinct; marginal legend 
defectively written {sic) 

4)11 


As no. 72 above, but small 
star r. and small crescent 
1. of flames; mint-signa- 
ture no. 44 =nhr and date 
I VIST: 

PLVIII. 10. 


M. 29 


Uncertain Mint 

Year 44 (a.h.) 

Mordtmann {Z,DM.G., 1858, p. 52, no. 301 :=^Tie$en- 
hausen, no. 87) records a coin in his own cabinet with 
this governor’s name (apdula/i-amiran) and with a 
mint-signature which he reads as SK = Sijistan. The 
date was in the form jhrjhla. But as the coin is not 
reproduced it is impossible to verify these readings. 


M. 30 


(v) 'Abdallah 

(4)1 jup) 

Bishapur 

Year 42 

Mordtmann (Z.I),Jf.(7., 1879, p. 98, no. 73) records 
a coin of this mint and date in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 
The marginal legend was 4)1 and the name-legend 

was 'Abdallah only, without any patronymic. Unfor- 
tunately no reproduction was given . 


ETN. 10. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




' . , ■ 

Year 44 (a.h.) 


73 

60-5 

3-92 

M 

1-3 

■ i 

. 

i 

Usual Sassanian bust as on 
no. 68 above, but name- 
legend ABDULA ; 

uncertain countermark in 
first quarter. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
as on no. 68 above; mint- 
signature no. 12=bish; 
date = JHARJh {sic), 

PLVIIHL 



.'j 

Uncertain Mint 




Year20? (=a.k.31?) 


TL 8 

60-7 

3-93 

1-35 

As above, but name-legend 
written as follows \ 

ABDULA [slightly double- 
struck] ; crescent above 
fillet on 1 . shoulder [edge 
cut at top]. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 60=bj(?); date 
•13L»^=v(i)st:(?). 

PlXXXIILg. 




Darabjird 

Year 41 (a.h.) 

74: 

51 

3-30 

M 

M5 

As no. 70 above, but name- 
legend *. 44 / jjqm ABDULA 
[corroded on L] 

As no. 70 above, but mint- 
signature no. 17 =DA [cor- 
roded at top]. 

PL IX. 1. 

Th. 9 

68 

3-75 

JR, 

1-2 

As above [but in better 

• 1 • < 1 ^ 

preservation] ; margin ^ 

As above, but date thus : 

PL IX. 2. 

I. 22 


M 

As above. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 19= DR. 




Year 49? 


M. 31 



The sole authority for this is Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 
1858, p. 50, no. 292=:Tiesenhausen, no. 96), who, how- 
ever, does not reproduce it. The details agree with 
those of no. 74 above except, it is said, for the date 
which Mordtmann read as nvjhl I suspect, 

however, that this is only a variant of yajhl i 
i.e. 41. The coin in question was in the Subhi Pasha 
Collection. 


73. E. B. Whitehead 1922. Th. 8. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 

74. M. Eustache de Lorey presented 1923. Th. 9. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
I. 22. Istanbul Museum. There is also one in the Arab Museum, Damascus. 
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51 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

M. 32 



B. 10 

574 

M 


3-72 

1.2 

Dam. 


Al 

2 


145 

Dam. 


M 

3 


1-3 

Dam. 


M 



1-3 


Obverse 


Beverse 


Kanja? 

Year 40? {KM,) 

Mordtmann {Z,D,M,G., 1858, p. 50, no. 291) mentions 
a coin of tMs date with the mint-signature no. 27 which 
he interpreted as knja Unfortunately it was 

not reproduced. It was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 


Nihavand 


Year 41 (a.h.) 

As no. 74 above, but 

As no. 74 above, but mint- 

margin 

signature no. 43 = NH ; 


date ^ = yaJhl; cres- 

cent r. of flames missing. 

PL XXXIIL 4. 

Nahr-Tira 

Year 20? {AM. 31?) 

As above. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 44 = 3SfHE; date 
=:VISt:(?); usual 
crescent r. of flames. 

PL xxxm. 5. 

Year 48 ? {A.K.) 

As above, but fuller bust 

As above; date 

and name-legend -Whow 
apdula ; margin 

traces of legend (Arabic ?) 
in third quarter 

TMy Lord is Allah the 

=h^tjhl(?). 

One], 

PL XXXIIL 6. 

Al-Shlrajan ? 

Year 50 {A.n.} 

As Dam. 2 above. 

As Dam. 2 above, but 
mint-signature no. 49 = 
SHi(?); date = 

PNJAH. 

PL XXXHL 7. 


B, 10. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 94 a,p. 371). 

Dam. 2, 3, 4. Arab Museum, Damascus. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


SHM. 1 


43.5 

2-82 


75 


41*3 

2-68 


33 


M 

M5 


M 

1 


Year 41 (a.h.) 

As Dam. 2 above [edge 
partly clipped; boledon 1.]. 


Zaranj 


As Dam. 2 above, but 
mint-signature no. 57 5= 
ZR ; date yajhl. 

PL XXXIIL 8- 


(vi) 'Ubaidallah ibn ZiyM 

fA.H. 67 = a.d. 686 
Without Mint or Date 


New type of Sassanian 
bust facing r. ; e? 1. and r. 
of crown ; over 1. shoulder 
-.0 in place of small cres 
cent; ear-ring 

ornament 


downwards 
Pehlevi script 


in 


breast- 
legend r. 
thick 


— 




AUBITALA 
I-ZIYATAN 

1. downwards apzut, writ- 
ten defectively 
and gdh; fillet over r. 
shoulder only; all within 
triple circle [coin pierced 
at top and clipped so that 
it is impossible to tell 
whether there was a mar- 
ginal legend]. 


New type of Sassanian 
fire-altar with small six- 
pointed star on either side 
of altar-pedestal ; r. a figure 
seated, facing the flames, 
and holding a torch (pre- 
sumably) in both hands; 
1. another celebrant, stand- 
ing in the same attitude ; 
the structure and orna- 
mentation of the altar, as 
well as the wearing-apparel 
of the two minist rants, are 
clearly delineated; traces 
of outer circle with orna- 
mental scroll L and r, at 
the bottom. 


PL IX. 3. 


Airan (Susa) 


Year 29? AM. 61?) 

The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 92, no. 42). Apparently the margin 
was ^ , but otherwise of the usual Sassanian 

type. In the first quarter was rtT^ (cf. I. 23 below). 
The weight was 52*4 grs. (3*4 grms.) and the mint- 
signature was no. 5= AIR. The coin was in Mordtmann’s 
private collection. 


SHM. 1, Statens Historiska Museum, Stockholm. 
75. Dr. C. Davies Sherhorn presented 1935. 


UMAIYAD GGVEENOES 53 


No. : 

: ■ ' ■ '1 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Beverse 

I. 23 


M 

Year 30 (=a.h. 62) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
name-legend as on no. 75 
above; margin as on M. 33 
above witb rtr^ in first i 
quarter. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 7 = AiRAN ; 
date 

I. 24 


M 

Year 31 ( = AM. 63) 

As above. , j 

As above, but date 
=rAYUE:SH. , 

Th. 10 

46-1 

2-99 

M 

1«2 

Year 32 (=a.h. 64) 

As above. 

As above, but date (3 

s =I)USH. 

PL IX. 4, 

M. 34 



Year 56? (a.h.) 

Mordtmann {ZM.M.O,, 1879, p. 93, no. 48) recorded 
a remarkable coin of this mint and year which was in 
his own collection. Apparently the governor’s name 
AUBITALA was as usual r. of the bust, but in place of the 
customary afzut behind the head there was the second 
line of the name-legend (i-ziy at an). The margin was 
^ 4)1 and the mint-signature no. 6 = aira. While 

unwilling to doubt Mordtmann’s statement about such 
an unusual variation in the name-legend, I am at the 
same time rather inclined to believe that the coin in 
question was one of those described below (0, 7, p. 74) 
with the name of *Ubaidallah only, and that Mordtmann 
interpreted as 

M. 35 



Year 59 (AM.) 

The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
(Z.DM.Of ., 1879, p. 94, no. 54). Apparently it resembled 
Th. 10 above except that the mint-signature was no. 5 = 
AIR. The coin was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 


I. 23. Istanbul Museum, I. 24. Istanbul Museum, Cf. J. 2 below, p, 54. 

Th. 10. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Tear 60 (a.h.) 


I. 25 


JR 


As Tb. 10 above, but date 




As Tb. 10 above. | 

Ili2^-S£X' = SHST: 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


J. 2 

47.3 

JR 


As Tb. 10 above, but date 


3-06 

1-2 

As Tb, 10 above. | 

AYXJKSHST. 




Adharbaijan 




Year 62 (a.h.) 


B. 11 

45.2 

JR 

Usual Sassaniau bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


2-93 

M 

fillet or small crescent over 

and attendants ; mint- 




1. shoulder; name-legend 

signature no . 10 = atr a ; 




as above ; margin 

date =dushst: 









[clipped on 1.]. 

PI. IX. 5. 




Year 6B (a.h.) 


I. 26 


JR 

As above. 

As above, but date 









BalMi 




Year 62 {kM.) 


ETN. 


JR 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

11 


1-25 

fillet or cresceut over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder ; breast-ornament 

signature no. 14 = blh; 




; name-legend as on 
no. 75 above ; margin 

date = bushst: 




** ^ 4i)V 0®' 

PI. IX. 6. 


I. 25. Istanbul Museum. J. 2. Jena (Stickel, Handbuch, ii, p. 90, no, 47, PL). 

B. 11. Kaiser Eriedricli Museum, Berlin (iV'tee?, no, 115). 

I, 26. Istanbul Museum. 

ETK. 11. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

, Reverse 




Bihkobadh 

Year 60 (a.h.) 

B.12 


JR 

•95 

! As above, bat breast- 
ornament 0 ; margin 

[a large part of the margin 
has been cut off]. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. lla=:BH; date 
=msT. 

PI. IX. 7. 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


I. 27 


M 

As above, but margin i 
untrimmed. | 

As above, but date 

=AYUKOT^^ 




Bi^apur 

Year 61 (=a.h. 6S) 

Cam. 

3 

49-4 

3-20 

M 

1-3 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent over 1. shoulder ; 
name-legend aubitala/i- 
ziyatan; margin 

countermarks no. 11 in 
first and no. 4 in fourth 
quarter respectively, no. 
21 over star and crescent 
on r. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no . 12= BiSH ; 
date ayupnja. 

PL xxxin. a 




Year 53 (a.h. or a.h. 64) 



62-9 
4-08 \ 

M 

1-25 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
fillet or crescent over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
above and margin 

cr!J ^ *** 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature as above; date 

^ffCa# = SPNJA. 

PL IX. 8. 


B. 12. Kaiser Friedrich Mnseum, Berlin (Nntzel^ no, 116, PL 11). 
I. 27. Istanbul Museum {Recent Acquisitions). 

Cam. 3. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 

76. Dr. 0. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. 
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36 The coin of this mint and date reported by Mordtmann 

{Z.BM.G,, 1865, p. 472, no. 159) is really of the mint 
of Basra (bjra) as correctly stated by Thomas (Prmsep's 
Essays, i, p. 65). See below no. 80. 


T 7 The coin ascribed by Thomas (/.E..4.5., 1850, p. 291, 

no. 10, PL II, fig. ii) to this mint and dated 56 (or 58) 
is more likely in my opinion to be of the same mint as 
no, 79 described below, p. 58. The coin described by 
Thomas was in the Masson Collection. Mordtmann 
{Z.B.M.G., 1854, p. 154, no. 776) accepted Thomas’s 
reading but later {ibid,, 1879, p. 93) he read the mint- 


M. 37 


0. 3 


signature as bba and regarded the date as 59. 

Basra 

Year 29? 

Mordtmann {Z.B.M.G,, 1879, p. 92, no. 41) records 
a coin in the Subhi Pasha Collection of this mint and 
date. Unfortunately it is not reproduced. In the 
absence of the actual coin I can only conjecture that 
the date 29 nuvist: has been derived from 

the real date 62 dushst: This same confusion 

has arisen in the case of other coins. In fact the coin 
described in the Istanbul Museum Catalogue (no. 3) 
as a coin of Khusrau II of the above mint and date is, 
as I have seen on examination, a coin of 'Ubaidallah 
ibn Ziyad of the above mint but with the date clearly 
62 (dushst:). I suspect that the Mordtmann coin was 
similar. 


Year 31? 

M There is a coin in the Osman Andag Collection in Istanbul 
of this mint on which the date looks like 31 (ayukish), 
but as in every other detail the coin resembles the 
coins of 'Ubaidallah of the same mint clearly dated 61 
(ayukishst:), I think it certain that the date has been 
curtailed and that the coins are all of the same year 
(see below, nos. 85, 86). 
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No. 

' Wt. 

Metal I 
: Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 51 {= AM. 63) 


0. 4 


M 

1.2 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; name-legend as 
on no. 75 above ; margin 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 13 == BJRA ; 
date ztayupnja. 





PI. XL. 4. 




Year 52 {=A.R. 64) 


To. 1 



The sole authority for this mint and date is Tornberg 
{Symholae, iii, p. 24, no. 61). The coin was in the Lund 
University Collection. Unfortunately it is not repro- 
duced. 




Year 53 


I. 28 



The coin of this mint and date recorded in the Istanbul 
Museum Catalogue (no. 9) I have found on examination 
to bear the date 56 (see below, nos. 77, 78). 




Year 54 


I. 29 



The coin of this mint and date recorded in the Istanbul 
Museum Catalogue (no. 10) 1 have found on examination 
to bear the date 57. 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


77 

59.5 

3^86 

\ ■ 

M 

1-3 

Usual bust ; no crescent 
or fillet over 1. shoulder ; 
name-legend as on no. 75 
above ; margin i 

[ 4i)l 

traces of countermark no. 
34 (?) in first quarter. 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants; mint-signature no. 
13=bjra; date 
-shshpnIa. . 

PL IX, 9. 

78 

53*6 

3-47 

JR 

1-25 

As above, but narrower 
face and without counter- 
mark. 

As above. 

PI. IX. 10. 


O. 4. Osman Andag Collection* Istanbul. 

77. R. B. Whitehead 1922. Cf. Nmzel, no. 101. 

78. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. Num. Circ., 1935* coL 433, 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 57 (a.h.) 


Ox. 2 


M 

As above, but small crescent 

As above, but date 



1 

over 1. shoulder [margin 

HFTPNJA. 




partly cut off]. 

PL xxxm. 10. 




Year 58 (a.h.) 


79 

57-9 

Al 

As no. 78 above, but with 

As no. 78 above; date 


3-75 

1-35 

small crescent over 1. 

= hshtpnja; 




shoulder. 

pellet r, of mint-name. 





PL X. 1 . 

80 

63-1 

JR 

As above. 

As above, but variation in 


4-09 

1-3 

Year 69 (a.h.) 

the epigraphy of the date. 

81 

42.2 

M 

As no. 79 above [edge 

As no. 79 above, but date 


2-73 

1-15 

slightly clipped]. 

Ci<y »*> t = NAVFN JA. 




PL X. 2. 

82 

55-6 

Al 

As above, but margin 

As above. 


3-60 

1-25 






countermarks nos. 14 and 
33 in first and fourth 





quarterrespectively; pellet 
below (* in margin. 

PLX. 3. 




Year 60 (a.h.) 


83 

51-1 

Al 

As no. 82 above, but 

As no. 82 above, but date 


3-31 

1-1 

breast-ornament ^ ; ear- 

=shst: 




ring ^ ; no small crescent 
above 1. shoulder ; no 





countermarks [encrusted 
on r. margin]. 

PLX.4. 


59-9 

JR 

As above, but countermark 

As above. 


3-88 

1-3 

no. 39 in first quarter. 

PL X. 6. 


Ox. 2. Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. Cf. NMzel^ no. 102. 

79. Mrs. Brereton, 1869. 80. M, Eustaehe de Lorey presented 1923. 

81. M. Jacc[ues de Morgan presented 1920. 

82. Count de Salis (ex Ismail Pasha Collection) presented 1862. 

83. M. Eustaehe de Lorey presented 1923. 84. Eden Collection 1853. 
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No. : 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

' ! 

Obverse 

Reverse 

RB . 8 

61-3 

3-97 

M 

1-3 

As above, but ear-ring as 
usual and small crescent 
over 1. shoulder and breast- 
ornament .*• as on no. 82 
above; pellet below C* 
in margin. 

As above. 

PL XXXIV. 1. 

BTN. 

12 


1-3 

As above, but no. small 
crescent over 1. shoulder. 

As above. 

PLXXXTV. 8. 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


85 

61-2 

3-97 

M 

1-3 

As no. 84 above, but nar- 
rower face ; ear-ring ^ 
no countermarks; no trace 
of pellet before 

As no. 84 above, but date 
= ayukishst; 





PLX.7. 

86 

53-7 

3-48 

iR, 

1-35 

As above, but more worn. 

As above, but slight vari- 
ation in the epigraphy of 
the date. 

PL X. 5. 




1 Year 62 (am.) 


87 

5-38 

3-49 

M 

1-2 

As no. 85 above, but fuller 

1 face ; ear-ring .*• as usual. 

1 As no. 85 above, but date 
^ ilaijw/p ==dijshst: 

PL X. 8* 

88 

43- 1 
2-79 

M 

1-15 

As above, but more 
obliterated and clipped. 

As above, but slight vari- 
ation in the epigraphy of 
the date. 




Year 63 (A.n.) 


RB. 9 

62-3 

i-04\ 

M 

1-35 

As no. 87 above. 

As no. 87 above, but date 
= s™st: 


RB. 8. Sir Rlciiard Burn Collection, Oxford. 

RTN. 12. .E.::T. Newell Collection^ ■New York. . / 

85, 86. M. Jacques de Morgan presented 1920. 

87. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

88. Sir Arnold Wilson presented 1924. 

RB. 9. Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford, Gf, also Lavoix, no. 140. 
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m. 

"'Wt.' 

, Metal 
Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Gx. 3 

35-5 

2-30 

M 

•95 

As above ; behind bead 
AFZUT instead of afzut: 
[margin almost clipped 
away]. 

As above, but date written 
as sshst: 

PLXXXI¥,3, 

B. 13 

41-5 

2-69 

JR 

1-05 

As above, but margin ap- 
parently A aUI 

[clipped]. 

As above, but date thus : 
iXShjJjdf = sshst: 

PL X. 9. 

0. 5 


JR 

1-05 

Year 64 (a.h.) 

As no. 87 above [but mar- 
gin clipped]. 

As above, but date 

= JHAKSHST: 

PL XL. 5. 

Cam. 

4 

57-8 

3-74 

_ \ 

JR 

1-35 

As no. 87 above, but tri- 
angle of dots after the 
hasmala^ in the margin ; 
countermarks no. 14 on r. 
and no. 48 (without pellets 
below) in third quarter. 

As above. 

PI. XXXIV. 4. 

M. 38 

■! 

■ 1 


Year 67 ? {k.n,) 

The sole evidence for this mint and date is the interpre- 
tation by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G,, 1858, p. 52, no. 300) 
of a very indistinct {sehr undeutUch) specimen in the 
Siibhi Pasha Collection. 

T. 8 

■■ ■ 


Year 68 (a.h.) 

Thomas {J,R.A,S.y 1850, p. 291) states that this date is 
common and refers to an example in the Masson Collec- 
tion. I know of no instance of this mint and date. If 
I may venture an explanation it is that the coins which 
have been read as dated 68 hshtshst:) are 

really dated 61 ayukishst:), cf. nos. 85, 86 

above. As 'Ubaidallah was killed in a.h. 67 such coins 
would have been posthumous. An examination of the 
Berlin specimens (iVwteeZ, nos. 106, 107) and those of 
Paris {Lavoix, no, 141) convinces me that this is not the 
case here, although an actual posthumous issue does 
exist in an ^Ubaidallah coin of the mint of Kaiy dated 
68. See below B. 16, PL XXXIV, 8. 


Ox. 3. Aslxmolean Museum, Oxford. 

B. 13. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NUtzel^ no. 105). Cf. Lavoix, no. 140. 
0.5. Osman Andag Collection, Istanbul. 

Cam. 4. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. See note to 0. 5. 
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"■'No.' J 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse j 

■ Reverse , 




Uncertain Mint 




Year 51 ? or 59 ? 


T. 9 

j 



The coin described by Thomas (J.RA.S., 1850, p. 291 , 
no. 10) in the Masson Collection seems to be of this 
same mint (see his PL II, fig. ii). The date is uncertain 

Thomas read it as either 56 or 58. It might 
possibly be a defective 51 or 59. He also interpreted 
the mint-signature (no. 16) as bish, but as it does not 
agree in style with any known examples of that mint (cf. 
above no. 76) Mordtmann (Z.D.M.fr,, 1879, p. 93 = 

Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 154, no. 776) regarded the mint- 
signature as a variant of no. 14, which he interpreted 
as BBA, and the date as 59. | 




Year 68 (a.h.) 

.'J 

■ '■ ' 1 

: ,1 

M. 39 



Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 93, no. 51) records I 

specimens in his own and in the Subhi Pasha Collection 
with the above mint-signature, .which he interprets as 

KSH ( = kisht). Apparently the margin was 4l)i 

Neither coin was reproduced. 




Year 59 (a.h.) 

I 

, ■■■■‘■-.-ii 

M. 40 



Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 1879, p. 94, no. 53) recorded a i 

coin of this date with mint-signature no. 16, which 
he interpreted as ksh ( = kisht). It was in his own 
collection. Unfortunately it was not reproduced. 




Year 60 (a.h.) 

1 

89 

52 

3^36 

1-15 

As no. 83 above. 

; As no. 83 above, but mint- i 

signature no. 16=b^(?); ; 

pellet in front of mint- 
signature. ! 

PL X. 10. 1 


89. H. L. Rabino Esq. presented 1909. 
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' No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

j Reverse 




Darabjird 




Year26 {=a.m. 58?) 


Cam. 

5 


M 

1.35 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent but no fillet 
over 1. shoulder; ear-ring^* 
and breast-ornament ; 

name-legend aitbitala/i- 
ZIYATAN ; margin 

countermarks no. 14 and 
39 (?) on r. 

. Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; small star 
1. and crescent r. of flames ; 
mint-signature no. 17 = 
DA ; date = shshvist. 

PLXXXIY.5. 




Year 41 {= a.h. 5213) 


B. 14 

61.4 

3-33 

M 

1-05 

Usual Sassanian bust ; ' 
small crescent and fillet 
over 1. shoulder; name- i 
legend : 

^ j*, AXJBinULA I- 

ZIYATAN 

margin aUI 

[slightly clipped; margin 
if intact probably same as 
on no. 90 below]. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; small star 
r. and small crescent 1. of 
flames respectively ; mint- 
signature no. 17 = DA ; 
date = YAJHL ; 

margin 




PLXXXIY/O. 


\ 


Year 43 ( = a.h. 55) 


M. 41 



Moxdtmaim {Z,D.M,G,y 1865, p. 471, no. 158) describes 
a coin of this mint and date in the Collection of S. Ali- 
shan. He gives the Pehlevi date as (sijhl), but 

as the coin is not reproduced it is impossible to be sure 
that the date is actually 43 and not 41. Cf. above B. 14. 


Cam. 5. Fitzwiiliam Museum, Cambridge. 

B. 14. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nutzel, no. 108). In the Berlin Catalogue it is 
dated 43 (sjhl). Of. below M. 41. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

90 

594 

M 


3-87 

1-2 

B. 16 

554 

M 


3-61 

1-15 

, 

0.6 


JR 

' 


1-2 

L 30 


JR 

91 

64-3 

JR 


4-17 

1-25 


Obverse 


Year 45 (=a.h. 57) 

As B. 14 above, but name- 
legend 

aubibxjla 
I-ZIYAT (sic) 

margin 

4i)l (W. C^* 

[edge worn almost obscur- 
ing tbe pellets]. 

Year 46 ( = a.h. 58) 

As no. 90 above, but name- 
legend 

AUBIDULA I- 
^ ZIYATAN 

margin clearly discernible 

4151 C^- 

Year 41 (=a,h. dP) 

As B. 15 above, but name- 
legend 

AUBIDULA 1 I-ZIYATAN 

Year 4B{:=.h.M.. 60) 

As B. 15 above. 

Year 51 ( = a.h. 63) 

As B. 15 above, but breast- 
ornament V 


Reverse 


As B. 14 above, but date 

= FNJHL. 


PL X.1L 


As no. 90 above, but date 
= SHSHJHL ; and 
no Pehlevi characters in 
margin. 


PL XI. 1. 


As B. 15 above, but date 
J^CPOM == HFTJHL. 

PL XL. 6. 


As B. 15 above, but date 

= HSHTJHL. 


As B. 15 above, but date 
^<ro^r.»;w== ayupnja; small 
crescent 1. and small star 
r. of flames; margin 

PL XL 2, 


90. Claude Steuart 1848. 

B. 15. Kaiser Friedrich Museunij Berlin (ATteeL no. 110). 

0. 6. Osman Aridag Collection, Istanbul. 

1. 30. Istanbul Museum {Recent Acquisitions). 91. East India Company 1845. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 52 (=a.h. 64) 


P. 4 

60-6 

JR 

As B. 15 above. 

As no. 91 above, but date 


3-93 

1-2 


dupnjah; margin 





PL XXXIV. 1. 




Sistan 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


92 

604 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


3-91 

1-3 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder ; name-legend 

signature no. 52 = sk ; 




— HJ> AUBITALA 

date (sic) = 




1-*-^ I-ZIYATAN 

SHSH.PNJAH. 




margin •: aDI 





countermark no. 14 in first 
quarter. 

PL XI. 3. 

93 

64-7 

M 

As above, but without 

As above, but date written 


3-5i 

1-2 

countermark [holed in first 

thus : 




quarter]. 

= SHSHPNJA. 


\ 



PL XI. 5. 

94 

45-8 

M 

As above, but small cres- 

As above, but date written 


2-97 

1-05 

cent in field in front of 

thus : shshpnJah as on no. 



brow ; traces of additional 
legend in third quarter; 
countermark no. 11 in first 

92 above. 






quarter [badly clipped so 
that little remains of mar- 
gin]. 





Year 57 (am,) 


M. 42 



The sole authority for this mint-signature and date is 
Mordtmann (Z.D.M 1879, p. 93, no. 50). Apparently 
the margin was as on no. 92 above. The coin was in the 
Subhi Pasha Collection, but unfortunately was not repro- 
duced. Mordtmann attributed it to the mint of Yezd. 


P. 4. Bibliotkeque Rationale, Vdotm {LamiXf no. 142). 92. Eden Collection 1853. 

93. J. E. Taylor (Consul at Diarbekr) presented 1865. 94. Eden Collection 1853. 
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Ho. 


T. 10 


I Metal 
Wt. Size 


J. 3 


56-0 

3-63 


M 

1-2 


Do. 3 


I. 31 


UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


Obverse 


B,everse 


M. 


95 


61-6 

3-99 


Year 58 ? {A.n.) ^ 

Thomas (Prmsev^s f \brreS4 '’“y 

(probably) this mint and date, but the reaa ^ 

suspect. 


Year 63 (a.h.) 

Stickel {Hamlhuch, ii,_p. 90. no. 46 PI.) records^; 

apparently of this mmt-signature and ^ l^^ction 

clbinet,but unfortunately he that this is 

of the mint-si^ature. It is is: 

a correct attribution since > . ^ ' » ' .^bich 

141 ..t t Cl J.1 ■tTT-f‘rvn fyl V read . wA/? 


orrect attriDurioii — o 

^ ^ 4151 (though Stickel wrongly read 
^ly occurs on the coins of this governor issuec 
mint of Bishapur. 


K-irman 

Year 56? (A.n.) no. 

Dorn (Melanges, ii, P- but » 

123) records a com of this mint “ . 7 jification. 
absence of reproduction the date is without verin 


Jl 

1-3 


Year 59 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; 
breast-ornament ^ ; name- 
legend as on no. 92 above. 


Year 60 (AM.) 

As above, but breast- 
ornament usual , 

I margin VS?^^VF 
countermark no, 14: in first 
. quarter. 


Usual Sassanian 
natureno.34: — KBM V 


ture no. 35 (X — 
date 


Pi, XI. 13. 


I. 31. Istanbul Museum. 


4„rl 1882. 

95. India Office Collection presentid 
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No. 

Wt. 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

96 

60-7 

M 

As above, but margin 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-93 

E3 

o 4l)l jv-J [pierced 

ture no. 36 

= KRM ANNAN . .(?). 




top and bottom]; no 




countermark. 

PLxn.i. 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


I. 32 



As above, but name-legend 

As above, but mint-signa- 





.ture no. 34 = krmannhr; 
date = ayushst: 





(sic). 




PIRUJ AUBITALA 

I-ZIYATAN 





margin Q- •: 4)1 

I 




Year 62 (a.h.) 


97 

52-9 

M 

As no. 96 above, but small 

As no. 96 above, but mint- 


3-43 

1-25 

crescent over 1. shoulder; 

signature no. 31 




margin 

= KRMAN . . . (?); 




•: 4i)l C* 

date = pushst: 

! ' ' ' 




[surface worn smooth]. 

PL xn. 2 . 




Merv al-Rudh 


■' 


Year 64? 


M. 43 

, ■ i 


The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
(Z.D,M,G., 1879, p. 95, no. 66). He states that the coin 
is in the Berlin Museum, but there is no mention of 




such in NiitzeFs Catalogue, 

SO that it seems probable 




that the attribution is erroneous. 




Nihavand 




Year 57 (a.h.) 


ETN.'^ 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 



1-16 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants ; mint-sig- 




shoulder; name-legend as 

nature no. 43 5 = nh; date 




on no. 96 above; margin 

■ ^ffO?^0i^=HPTPNJA. 





PLXn. 3. 


96. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 

I. 32. Istanbul Museum (Eecent Acquisitions), 

97. Count de Salis (ex Ismail Pasha Collection) presented 1862. 
ETN. 13. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
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■No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse. 

BTN. 

14 


JR 

1-25 

As above, but broader face ; 
no small crescent over L 
shoulder. 

As above. 

PL xn. 4. 




Year 58 (a.h.) 


I. 33 


JR 

As above. 

1 As above, but date 





1 




Year 59 (a.h.) 


M. 44: 



Mordtmann mentioned but did not reproduce 

1879, p. 93, no. 52) a coin of this date and mint-signature, 
which be interpreted as ni(ssa). The coin was in his 
own cabinet. 



■ 

Year 60 (a.h.) 


98 

62 

4-01 

JR 

1-3 

As no. ETN. 14 above, but 
narrower face ; margin 

As ETN. 14 above, but 
date = shst: 




breast-ornament ^ ; coun- 
termark no. 33 in third 
quarter. 

PI. xn. 5. 




Year 62 (a.h.) 


■ Ma 

1 



The sole evidence for this mint and date is Markoff 
(Monnaies Arsacides, &c., p. 130, no. 49). The marginal 
legend was apparently like that on no. 98 above. 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


I. 34 


JR 

As no. 98. 

As no. 98, but date 


ETN. 14. E. T. Newell Collection, New York, 

I. 33. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions), 98. East India Company 1845. 
I. 34. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions), 
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- No. ■ 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Uncertain Mint ( a ) ? 




Year 27? { = a.k.59?) 


M. 45 



Tlie sole aiitlioritj for this mint-signature and date is 
Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 154, no. 773 = Tiesen- 
hausen, no. 71). The former interpreted the mint- 
signature NSHH = NiSHAPiJR. Unfortunately the coin, 
which was in his own collection, was not reproduced. 
The date if correct would be in terms of the post- 
Yezdigird Era, and not in terms of the Hijra as Tiesen- 
hausen considered it to be. But the whole reading is 
suspect. 




al-Raiy 

Year 38 ? 

I. 35 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
margin 

O ::4i!l O' rvrv» 

Usual vSassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 48 = RD ; date 
(sic) = HSHTSH. 




Year 57 


1. 36 



The coin mentioned in the Istanbul Catalogue (no, 11) 
of this mint (though the signature is read as zd = 
Zadracarta) and ascribed to this year is actually, as 
I found on examination, of the year du^st (62), 




Year 60 (a.h.) 


99 

63-2 

4-1 

■■ 

■1-3 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
on no. 92 above ; breast- 
ornament ; ear-ring ; 

margin 

**) ^ (*• ^ 
pellet also over star and 
crescent above crown. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 48 = R‘D ; date 
shst: 


62-4 

4-04 

I ' , ' 

As above. 

As above, but epigraphy 
of the date different. 


I. 35. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
99, 100. Dr. C. Bavies Sherbom presented 1935. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

; Reverse 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


101 

62-8 

4-07 

M 
. 1*3 

As no. 99 above. 

As no. 99 above, but date 
= yajsust: 

PL XI. 7. 

102 

63-2 

M 

1-3 

As above. 

As above, but date 

= ayukshst: ■ 
FI. XL 8. 




Year 62 ( am .) 


103 

57 

3-69 

JR 

1-25 

As above. 

As above, but date 

='Teinshst: 

PL XL 9. 

104 

60-1 

3-89 

M 

1*3 

As above. 

As above, but date 

= dushst: ■ 

PL XI. 11. 




1 Year 63 (a.h.) 


I. 37 


M 

As no. 103 above. I 

j As no. 103 above, but date 
= tltshst: 




Year 68 (a.h.) 


B. 16 

58.7 

3-80 

M 

1-35 

As no. 103 above [pierced 
at top]. 

As no. 103 above, but date 
hshtshst: 

PL XXXIV. 8. 




Dasht-i-Maisan ? 

Year 36 (a.h.) 

ANS. 

11 


JR 

1-15 

ITsuai Sassanian bust ; no 
crescent or bllet over I. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
on no. 92 above ; margin 

[slightly clipped]. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 23 = DSHT (?) ; 
date 

= SHSHPNJA 

pellet in first quarter of 
margin. 

PL XL 10. 


101, 102, 103, 104. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935, 
I, 37. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

B. 16. Kaiser Friedrieli Museum, Berlin {Niltzel, no. 120). 
ANS. 11. American Numismatic Society, New York. 
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Ko. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 61 ? (a.h.) 


Cam. 

6 


JR 

As above, but breast- 
ornament @ [coin cut]. 

As above; date defective 
at end, probably 

= ayukish(st) (?). 




Year 62 (a.h.) 


I. 38 


JR 

As above ; margin clearly 

As above, but date 
= ,dushst: 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


105 

56-5 

3-66 

JR 

1-3 

As above, but breast- 
ornament suspended 

from double row of pearls ; 
margin 

[pierced at side r,]. 

As above, but date 
= siotst: 

PL XL 12. 

B. 17 

43-1 

2-19 

M5 

As I. 38 above [clipped]. 

As I. 38 above, but date 
= sshst: 

PL XXXIV. 9. 




Year 64 (a.h.) 


I. 39 


JR 

As no. 105 above. 

j As no. 105 above, but date 
i ■ = jhrshst: 




IstaHir 

Year 52? 

To. 2 



Tornberg (Symbolae, iii, p. 24, no. 60) mentions a coin 
of tbis mint and date, but unfortunately does not 
reproduce it. Bee Tiesenhausen, no. 105. 


Cam. 6. Fitzwilliam Museum, Gambndge, 

I. 38. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

105. J. E. Taylor (Consul at Diarbekr) presented 1865. 

B. 17. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NMzel, no. 122, PL II). 
I. 39. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
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. No. 

Wt, 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

'Reverse, 




Year 60 (a.h.) 


106 

57*8 


Usual Sassanian bust; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


3-7S 

1-25 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder; name-legend as 

signature no. 61 =st (?) ; 




on no. 92 above ; margin 

with pellet on 1. ; date 




^ < 4 DI 

PI. xn, 6 . 




Year 61 (a.h.) 


107 

62 

iR 

As above, but no small 

As above, but mint-signa- 


4-01 

1-35 

crescent over L shoulder; 

ture no. 53 & = st ; date 




ear-ring ; breast-orna- 

ment 0 ; pellet in middle 

= ayukishst: 




of neck ; margin 






PLxn. 7. 




Year 62 (a.h.) 


I. 40 


JR 

As above. 

As above, but date 





' = bu^st: 




Zaranj 




Year 26 (=a.h. 58) 


B. 18 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 



1.3 5 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder ; name-legend as 

signature no. 57 5 = ze ; 




on no. 92 above; margin 

I* 4 JJI ^ ; countermarks 

nos. 14, 13, and 24 in first, 

date = shshvist: 




second, and fourth quarters 
respectively [bottom 1 . 
of coin cut o:flt and top 





notched]. 

PI. xn. 8 . 



■ 

Year 57 ( A . H .) 


ETN. 



As above, but without 

As above, but date 

15 


1-3 

countermarks and un- 

= hptpnJa. 




broken [worn]. 

PI. xn. 10. 


106. M;. Paul Tinchant presented 1936. 

107. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 

I. 40. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

B. 18. Kaiser Friedrich Museum {NUtzel^ no. Ill, PL II)* 
ETN. 15. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 
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' No. 

Wt. : 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Uncertain Mint 

Year 63 (am,) 

B. 19 


1 

Usual bust ; no crescent 
or fillet over 1. shoulder ; 
breast-ornament ©; name- 
legend as on no. 92 above 
[margin almost cut ofi]. 

Usual fire-altar and atten- 
dants ; mint-signature, no. 
62 a = ZANKAN (?) ; date 

= SISHST. 

PL XIL 9. 




Year60{A.n.) 


B. 20 


m 

•95 

As B. 19 above, but much 
worn, clipped, and pierced 
r. and 1. 

As B. 19 above, but pellet 
r. of mint-signature no. 
62 a ; date = shst. 

PL XII. 11. 

B. 21 


M 

As B. 19 above, but mar- 
ginal legend clearly dis- 
cernible 

^ 4i)l 

As B. 20 above, but mint- 
signature no. 62& = a va- 
riety of the name zankan(?) 
above ; date as above. 

PL XXXIV. 10. 


i 


Abra^ahr 

Year 60 (a.h.) 

STA. 2 


M 

Usual type ; margin 

^ All 

Usual type ; mint-signa- 
ture no. 1 = APR ; date 
= shst: 




Anonymous Mint 

Year 56 (am.) 

B. 22 

52.1 

S-38 

M 

1.2 

Usual Bassanian bust ; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
on no. 92 above ; margin 
^ *: Aii with what 

appears to be traces of a 
Pelilevi legend in the first 
quarter ‘ [margin some- 
what corroded]. 

, . ■ , ' ■■ . ; ■ ^ ^ , 

Usual Bassanian fire-altar 
and attendants * but in 
place of a mint-signature 
the Pehlevi word ties*. = 

afzut: ‘■'may he increase’; 
date SHSHPNJA |edge cor- 
roded 1.]. 


B. 19, Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 124, PL II). 

B. 20. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Niltzely no. 123). 

B. 21. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NlXtzel^ no. 121). 

STA. 2. Convent of St. Anne, Jerusalem. 

B. 22. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlm {Niitzel, no. 125). 
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No. 

, Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 57 (a.h.) 


BTN. 

16 


M 

M 

As above, but additional 
pellet below ear-ring and 
no legend in first quarter 
[less defaced]. 

As above, but date 
= HFTPNJA. 

PLXIIL2. 




Bronze Coinage 




Istakhr 

Year 59? {kM.) 

108 

46-8 

3-03 

M 

M 

As above, only on smaller 
scale ; margin 

3 oAi = afd (i.e. 
‘Praise’) instead of the 
usual hasmala. 

As above, but on smaller 
scale ; mint-signature no. 
53 = st; date=NVPNjA(?). 

PLXni.3. 



i 

■ . : : ■ ■■■■■'. , ■■ ■ ■; ■■ ■ . ■, 

(vii) 'Ubaidallali 




(41)1 




Herat 

Year 52? 

Mar. 2 



Markoff (Momaies Arsacides, &c., p. 1 29, no. 48) describes 
a coin of this year which he ascribes to the mint of 
arn(?). As he does not illustrate it the mint-signature 
is open to question. I am inclined to deduce from the 
specimen in the Osman Aridag Collection to be described 
below (0, 7) that the mint is hra. The other particulars 
furnished by Markoff are as follows : 




Usual bust ; name-legend 

- AXJBITALA 

with ail! 'Ubaidallah 

below; margin 4)1 

Usual altar and attendants; 
mint-signature (see above); 
date =i>upnja. 


ETN. 16. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 

108. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. 

Mar. 2. Institute of Oriental Languages, Leningrad. 
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; ■ No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


0. 7 


n 

Usual bust, but no cres- 

Usual altar and attendants ; 



M 

cent over 1. shoulder ; 

mint-signature no. 24 = 




name-legend 

HRA ; date 

= mSEFNiA. 




= AUBiTALA ; margin 




4)1 





[partly clipped]. 

PI. XL. 7. 




(viii) Salm ibn Ziyad 




ui 5 




Abrashahr 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


109 

62*5 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar . 



1-3 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants; mint- 




shoulder; name-legend 

signature no. 3 =aprott: 




^ SLM I- 
ZIYATAN 

date = sshst: 




margin: >Q< 4)1 





countermarks nos. 44, 45, 
and 38 (?) in first, second, 
and fourth quarters respec- 
tively. 

-‘1 

PI. xra. 4. 




Year 64 (a.h.) 


no 

61 

M 

As above, but name-legend 

As above, but small star r. 


3-95 

1*35 

more clearly written; 

and small crescent 1. of 




countermarks nos. 51, 27, 

flames; date = 




34 (?), and 47 in first 
second, third, and fourth 

jhrsh(s)t: (sic). 




quarters respectively. 

pi.xin.5. , 

V 111 , 

62-6 

M' 

As above, but orescent over 

As above, but crescent and 


4-06 

1-3 

1. shoulder; countermarks 

star as on no. 109 ; date 




nos. 51,14, and 47 in first, 
second, and fourth quarters 

= jhrshst: 




respectively. 



0.7. Osman Aridag Collectdon, Istanbul. 

109. Major Hay i860. 110, 111, East India Company 1845. 



UMAIYAD GOVEBNORS 


75 


No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse. 




Ardashlr-Khiirra 




Year 26 (=a.h. 58) 


112 

61.5 

3-99 

M 

1-3 

As no. 110 above, but 
countermark no. 14 only- 
over (* 

As no. 110 above, but 
mint-signature no, 9a = 
abt; date 

*«auui|pu<- ~ SHSHVIST. 

PL xni. 7. 




Balkh 

Year 67? or 37? 

113 

53-4 

3-46 

JR 

1-35 

As no. Ill above; counter- 
marks nos. 1 and 7 in third 
and fourth quarters respec- 
tively. 

As no. Ill above, but 
mint-signature no. 14 — 
blh; date 

p = hftsh(st) {sic) 
i.e. 67 (a.h.) or hptsh(?) 
i.e. 37 ( = A.H. 68?). 

PL XIII. 8, 




Year ? 


B. 23 

50-6 

3-28 

JR 

1-25 

As above, but no crescent 
on 1. shoulder; margin 

countermark 

no. 21 in first quarter and 
countermarks nos, 3 (?) and 
? in third and fourth 
quarters respectively. 

As above, but small cres- 
cent 1. and small star r. of 
flames respectively; date 
obscured somewhat 

PLXnL9* 




Darabjird 

Year 26 AM, 58) 

■;'':ii4:' 

56-5 

3-66 

Jl 

1.35 

As no. 113 above, but 
margin ^ 1 

countermarks no. 14 over 

C* and no. 39 in first 
quarter. 

As no. 113, but mint- 
signature no. 17 = da; date 
^shvist: as on no. 112 
above. 

PL XM. 10. 


112. India Office Collection presented 1882 (ex Masson Collection). 

113. Eden Collection 1853. 

B. 23. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {N'Utzel, no. 142) 

114. East India Company 1845. 
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^ No., 


T. 11 


115 


116 


117 


118.' 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


62-6 

4-06 


62*9 

4m 


61*3 


63-2 

4^1 


M 

1.35 


M' 

1-3 


M 

1*3 


hi: 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Herat 

Year 26 ? 

Tlie sole authority for this mint and date is Thomas 
{J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 294, no. 19) who states that the coin 
is in the British Museum. As there is no such example 
of this mint and date in the National Collection I can 
only surmise that Thomas misinterpreted the mint- 
signature on coin no. 114 above which is slightly double- 
struck. In support of this view is the fact that although 
coin no. 114 was already in the British Museum in 1845 
there is no corresponding coin in Thomas. 


Year 61 


See below year 69 


Year 67 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend 
and margin as on no. 114 
above ; countermarks 
nos. 38 and 39 (?) in first 
quarter and no. 38 in third 
quarter. 

As above, but countermark 
no. 14 over and counter- 
mark no. 33 in third 
quarter. 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment J countermarks 
nos. 18 and 46 in first 
quarter. 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment blurred ; counter- 
marks nos, 62 and 14 in 
first and second quarters 
respectively. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 24 a = hra ; 
date ioiwfC4^ =hf(t)shst: 
(sic ) ; margin 5K 


PL XIY. 1. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

CM = hf(tsh)st: (sic). 

PL XI¥. 2. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

==hpshst: ( sie ). 

PLXIY.3, 

As above, but date written 
thus: 

lan/CM = hf(t)sh(s)t 
[small star 1. of ^ obli- 
terated by countermark on 
the obverse]. 


115, 116. East India Company 1845. ^ 

117. India Office Collection |)resented 1882, 


118. Eden Collection 1853. 
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No. 

Wt, 

Metal 




Size 

Obverse 

Keverse, 

119 

63*1 

M 

As no. 115, but no small 

As no, 115, but date writ- 


4-09 

1.35 

crescent over 1. shoulder; 
countermarks nos. 51 and 

ten thus : 

fOiP '= HP{t)sh(s)T. ■ 




14 overlapping in first 
quarter, and nos. 39 and 
41 in third and fourth 






quarters respectively. 

PL XIV. 4. 

120 

59*5 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date written 


3-86 

1-35 

marks nos. 39 and 29 in 

thus: 




third and fourth quarters 
respectively. 

=hp(t)sh(s)t. 

121 

64 

iR 

As above, but no counter- 

As no. 119, but date 


4-U 

1.3 

marks. 

slightly double-struck. 




Year 69 { am .) 


P. 6 

60*6 

M 

As no. 119, but counter- 

As no. 115 above, but date 


3-93 

1-35 

mark no. 14 on margin r. 

nvshsht: for nvshst: 




1 

PI. XXXV. 1. 




Sistan 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


122 ^ 

66-6 

M 

As no. 115 above, but no 

As no. 115 above, but 


3-67 

1-2 

countermarks, and margin 
^ 1 

mint-signature no. 52 d= 
sk; date shsiipnja ; no 




star in margin. 

1 

1 




PL XIV. 6. 




Merv ■■ 




Year 62 {AM.) 


,:i23 

60-2 

iR- 

Usual Sassanian bust; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

3-9 

1-3 

small double crescent over 

and attendants ; mint- 


1. shoulder; name-legend 

signature no. 41 mrw: 




SLM I- 

date 




ZIYATAN 

ipofcvi® = ™nsh(s)t; 




margin 

(6‘ic). 




countermarks no. 52 in first 
quarter and no. 14 over C* 

PI. XIV. 5. 


119, 120. Eden Collection 1853. 

121. Acquired before 1837. F. 5. Bibliotheque Nationale, PariB {Lamix, no, 143). 

122, 123. India Qjflice Collection presented 1882. 
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UMAIYAD GOVBENORS 


No. 

Wt. 

: Metal 
Size 

Obverse 

1 B-evers© 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


. 124' 

57.3 


As no. 123 above, but 

As no. 123 above, but date 


3-71 

1.3 

small single crescent over 

1. shoulder; countermarks 

= sshst: 




no. 40 in first quarter and 
no. 14 over C* 

PI. XIV. 7. 

: 126 

62-9 


As above, but no crescent 

As above, but date cor- 


4M 

1.3 

over 1. shoulder; no 

rectly written 




countermarks. 

■ , = sshst: 





PI. XIV. 8. 

126 

57.2 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date written 


3-71 

1*35 

marks no. 39 in first and 
no. 6 in fourth quarters. 

thus : = sshst: 

small crescent 1. and small 




star r. of flames respec- 
tively. 






PL XIV. 9. 

127 

61*6 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date as on 


3-99 

1*3 

marks nos. 14 and 39 in 

no. 125; small star 1. and 




first and third quarters 
respectively. 

small crescent r. of flames. 

128 ■ 

63-3 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above. 


4-1 

1.3 

marks nos. 51, 14, and 47 
in first, second, and third 
quarters respectively. 

■ PL XIV. 10. 


63*6 

'■M- 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date written 


4dl 

1-35 

marks nos. 15, 14, and 22 | 
in first, second, and fourth j 
quarters respectively. | 

as on no. 126. 


124. Prinsep Collection 1847. See Stickel {Handbuch, ii, pp. 90-1, no. 48). 

125. Eden Collection 1853. Cf. Nutzel, nos. 129-32. 

126. East India Company 1845. 

127. Eden Collection 1853. 

129. Eden Collection 1853. 


128. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 


^ ’ ■ ' " • ■ 

Size 

Obverse 

, Reverse ' 

130 

384 

ji 

As above, but no counter- 

As above. 


2-47 

1*05 

marks [margin partly 
clipped]. 


131 

264 

M 

As above, but traces of 

As above. 


1-69 

*9 

countermark r. [margin 
completely cut off]. 


132 

51*3 

M 

As no. 126 above, but 

As no. 126 above. 

1 

3-32 

1-3 

i 

small cross o ver I. shoulder; 
countermark no. 7 in fourth 





quarter. 

PI. XIV. 11. 




Year 64 (a.h.) 


133 

62-5 

M 

As above, but small cres- 

As above, but date 
jhrshst: ; small star 1. and 

4-05 

1-35 

cent instead of cross over 




1. shoulder; countermarks 
nos. 39 and 1 in second 

crescent r. of fiames. 




and third quarters respec- 
tively. 

PLxrv.is. 

134 

624 

M 

As above, but no small 

As above. 


4-04 

14 

crescent over 1. shoulder ; 
countermarks nos. 14, 39, 
and 39 in first, third, and 
fourth quarters respec- 
tively. 


135 

43-3 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date written 


2-81 

1-15 

mark no. 46 on r. [margin 
clipped]. 

! 

thus: 

==JHRSHsnT: (sic)- 




PL XIV. 13. 


131. East India Company 1845. 132. Eden Collection 1853. 

133. Cunningham Collection 1894. 134. East India Company 1845. 

135. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 

vwt. 

Metal 

Size 

j Obverse 

.Reverse . 

-KM 

,47‘8 

M 

As above, but crescent 

As above, but date : trim- 


3-10 

1-3 

over 1. shoulder ; only one 

cated at end. 




pellet visible after 411 ^ 





in margin; countermark 
no. 7 (?) in fourth quarter. 

PI. XIV. 14. 



' 

Year 6*0 (a. H.) 


136 

62-9 

JR 

As B. 24 above, but 

As B. 24 above, but date 


4-OS 

F35 

margin as on no. 123 
though partly obscured 

1 by countermark no. 14 ; 

1 countermarks nos. 51 and 
47 in first and fourth 

PNJSHST. 




quarters respectively. 

PI. XIV. 15. 

137 

60-5 

n 

As above, but no crescent 

As above ; date partly in- 


3-92 

1-25 

over 1. shoulder ; counter- 
marks nos. 51, 33, and 47 

1 in first, third, and fourth 

distinct through double - 
striking. 




' quarters respectively. 

pixv.i: 


1 


Year 66 (a.h.) 


T. 12 

1 


The sole authority for this mint and date is Thomas 
(J.R,A.S., 1850, p. 294 = Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G,, 1854, 
p. 159, no. 797). The coin was in the Masson Collection, 


, i 
■ 1 


but I have been unable to trace it amongst any of the 
coins known to me from that Collection. 




Year 67? {AM,) 


B. 25 

. 49*7 

M 

As no. 137 above, but 

As no. 137 above, but date 


J-22: 

1-35 

crescent over 1. shoulder ; 
marginal legend partly ob- 
scured by overlapping 
countermarks, several more 

^^^Pcuj=hftsh(st) (?). 




of which are stamped on 
the first and fourth 





quarters. 



B. 24, Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (NMzelf no. 133). 

137. Eden Collection 1853. 

B. 25. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 134, PL TI). 
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No. 


Wt. 


138 


57‘7 

S^7i 


Metal 

Size 


139 i 61-5 
I S-99 


M 

1-35 


Obverse 


Reverse 


M 

1.35 


140 

62-9 

M 


4-08 

1-35 

141 

63-1 

M 


4-09 

1-35 

142 

56-5 

Jl 


3-6 

1-35 

1 

143 

j 

52-5 

JB, 


3-4 

1-35 


Year 68 ? (a.h.) 

As no. 137 above, but 
margin 

(51c); 

countermark no. 26 in first 
quarter. 


Year 69 (a.h.) 

As above, but margin as 
on no. 123 ; countermarks 
nos. 51, 39, and 47 in first, 
third, and fourth quarters 
respectively. 


As above, but counter- 
marks nos. 51 and 14 on 
right and no. 47 in fourth 
quarter. 

As above ; countermarks 
nos. 39 and 47 in third 
quarter and no. 51 in first 
quarter. 

As above, but margin 
41)1 ; countermark 

no. 14 over 
Year 70 ? 

As above, but small cres- 
cent over 1. shoulder and 
breast-ornament <• ; mar- 
gin as on no. 141; counter- 
mark no. 7 in fourth 
quarter. 


As no. 137 ' above, but 
date partly indistinct 
(through double- striking) 
hshtsh(s)t:; margin 

*> C* 

all within additional outer 

PI. XV. 4 . 

As no. 137 above, but date 
= nvhshst; 

pellet 1. of mint-signature; 
margin: pellet 1. of tbe 
other pellet on r. being no 
doubt obliterated (cf. 
reverse of no. 141 

PL XV. 3. 

As above, but margin ob- 
literated at top except for 
pellet r. of 'Z' 


As above, but .(*/• clearly 
visible, and date somewhat 
blurred bydouble-striking. 


As above; mint as on 
no. 137 above; date clearly 

™“'”' PI. XV. 6. 


As above, but date 
•mU9<NP ? = hfxat: 
no pellets in margin, but 
instead o' below C* 

PL XV. 6. 


138. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
140. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
1,42. Eden Collection 1853. 

143. India Office Collection presented 1882. 


139. Bast India Company 1845. 
141. East India Company 1845. 

See note to B. 25 above. 
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UMAIYAD GOVEENORS 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 
; Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Uncertain Date 


144 

: 49-2 

M, 

As above, but without 

As above, but without any 


3-19 

1.3 

crescent over 1. shoulder ; 

pellets or letters in the 



countermarks nos. 16 and 

margin ; date almost ob- 




7 (?) in first and fourth 
quarters respectively. 

literated. 




Merv al'Rudh 




Year 63 (a.h.) 


145 

64-2 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


4-m 

1.3 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants ; mint-name 




shoulder ; name-legend as 

no. 42 = MRWBUT ; date 




on no. 123 above; margin 

= sshst: 




Q 4)1 countermarks 





nos. 6 and 14 r. and no. 39 
in fourth quarter. 

PL XV. 7. 

146 

36 

JR 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but ^ over 


2-33 

M 

mark no. 7 (?) in fourth 

mint-name; three pellets 




quarter [margin clipped at 

in line below date ; small 




bottom] ; margin appar- 

star r. and small crescent 




entiy was as on no. 123 

1. of flames. 




above. 

PL XV. 8. 

147 

61-5 

JR 

As above, but no crescent 

As no. 145 above, but epi- 


3-99 

1.35 

over 1. shoulder; margin 
clearly visible as on no. 123 
above; countermarks nos. 
14 and 29 in first and 

graphy of date different. 




fourth quarters, and no. 39 
below, partly over >1^ 

PL XV. 9. 




Year 63? (AM.) 


C. 6 

56-0 

JR 

As above, but pellet over 

As above, but date 


3-63 

1.3 

1. shoulder in place of 
double crescent; no Arabic 

y,»jl?=:TLTOT(sT) (sic). 




legend in the margin ; 
countermark no. 21 in 
first and second quarters ; 





countermark no. 3 in fourth 
and uncertain countermark 
in second quarter. 

PL XXXV. 2. 


144. East India Company 1845, 145. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

147. Cunningham Collection 1894. 

C. 6. National Museum, Copenhagen no. 66). 



UMAIYAD GOYEENOES 


83 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 64 (a.h.) 


B. 26 

56-3 

M 

As no. 145 above, but 

As no. 145 above, but date 


8-65 

1-3 

margin 41! ^ 

i4w«^=J(hr)shst: 




mint-name indistinct at 




partly obliterated at begin- 
ning by countermark no. 

end. 




14; countermark no. 39 
in first quarter. 

PL XV. 10, 




Year 67 (a.h.) 


T.,13 



Tiie cMef authority for this mint and date is Thomas 




{J.B.A.S., 1850, p. 294, no. 

17 6). I suspect that some, 




if not all, of the examples he quotes may be of the year 70 




(see below nos. 148, 149, 

and cf; no. 115 and B. 25 




above). The same may probably be said of the two 
examples mentioned in the Johnston Sale Catalogue 




(Sothehy, July, 1906, lot 131). 




Year 70 (A.K.) 


148 

58-4: 


As no. 147 above, but 

As no. 147 above, but date 


3-78 

1-25 

small crescent over 1. 

ilSSUU96if = hftat: 




shoulder ; countermarks 

margin .y*/* as on no. 141 




no. 14 over C* and no. 28 

above. 




in first quarter. 

PL XV. 11. 

149 

55-4 


As above, but no crescent 

As above. 


3-59 

1-3 

over 1. shoulder; counter- 
mark no. 14 four times on 





r. side of margin; pellet 
visible above 





Uncertain Mints 




Year 63 (am,) 


150 

53-7 

JR 

As no. 149 above, but 

As no. 1 49 above, but mint- 


3-48 

1-3 

additional (Ephthalite ? ) 

name no. 46 = palhan(?) ; 




legend in third quarter: 

date = ssh(s)t: 




(?); no pellet over 
s!l!/ ; countermark no. 12, 
Bactrian camel, in first 

margin ‘v*/* 




quarter. 

PL XV. 12. 


B. 20. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NUzd, no. 135). 

148. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

149. Eden Collection 1853. Cf. T. 13 above. 

150. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 

Wfc., 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year64(A,u.) 


Ox. 4 . 

61-7 

4-00 

M 

1.3 

Usual Sassanian bust witli 
name-legend as on no. 150 
above ; small circle over 1. 
shoulder ; margin 

. 

: ■ ■ . 

■ ■ 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; in tlie 
place of tbe mint-signature 
which might be 
interpreted as shftat (73) 
[Of. coin of Umaiya ibn 
'Abdallah, below no. 212, 
p. 107] ; date 

%yzuj^j^€ = jhrshst: 
no additional pellets in 
margin. 

PL XXXV. 3. 




(ix) 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Ziyad 




ui 




Uncertain Mint 

Year 52 (a.h.) 

151 

61-3 

3-97 

■ M ■■ 

1.25 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend 
aporman 
i-ziTAN (sic) ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 60 a = Bj (?) ; 
date dupnja [fourth 

quarter scored]. 



1 

margin -dJl 

countermark no. 3 in 
fourth quarter; pellet over 
0 partly merged in the 
countermark. 

PL XV. 13. 




Year 5S (a.h.) 


Dam. 

5 


i'M"' 

As above, but no counter- 
mark or additional pellet 
in margin. 

As above, but date spnja. 

PL XXXV. 4. 


Ox. 4, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 

151. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
Dam. 5. Arab Museum, Damascus. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

j Reverse 




Darabjird 

Year 54? 

T. 14 



The sole authority for this mint is Thomas {Prin.se.p's 
Essays, i, p. 65) who, I suspect, is mistaken. 




Biramkobadh 

Year 54 (a.h.) 

152 

57.5 

3-73 

1 

1-25 

As no. 151 above, but 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
name-legend clearer ; the 
marginal legend has been 
erased ; from what remains 
it appears to have been 
4 ) [To Allah be the 
praise!] rather than as on 
no. 151 above ; no counter- 
1 mark or additional pellet 
in margin. 

i 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 15 = brm; date 
JHRPNifA. 

i ■ 

PL XV. 14. 



1 

' ' 

Nahr-Tira 

Year 54 (a.h.) 

153 

63-3 

4-10 

■ iR i 

1.2 I 

1 

As no. 152 above, but no 
crescent over 1. shoulder ; 
margin as on no. 151 above. 

As no. 152 above, but mint- 
signature no. 44 = NHB. 

PL XYI. 1. 



1 

Arrajan 

Year. 54 (a.h.) 

Dam. 

6 

1 


M 1 
1-25 

1 

■■ 

As above. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 8 = arjn ; date 
jhbp(n)ja. 

PL XXX?. 5. 


152. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen, M, Clerk Collection) 1920. 

153. M. Paul Tinchant presented 1936. 

Dam. 6. Arab Museum, Damascus. See Mint Notes, 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal : 
Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




(x) al-Hakam ibn Abi ’l-'As 




csi' 





Biramkobadh 

Year S8 ( am .) 

Dam. 

7': 


1-2 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
name-legend 

— HKM I- 

abulajan 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 15 a = BRM ; 
date H^TPNJA. 




margin 

[i.e. In the name of Allah 
Lord of Judgement (hukm) 
or of al-Hakam] ; pellet 1. 
of winged crown in margin. 

PI. XXXV. 6, 




Nahr-Tira 

Year 56 (a.h.) 

ETN. 

17 


ji 

1-05 

As above [but margin 
somewhat trimmed] ; no 
pellet 1. of crown. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 44 h = NHR ; date 

SHSHPNJA. 

PI. XVL2. 

J. 4 

66-5 

3M 

JR 

1-2 

As above, but missing 

in margin in first quarter. 

As above, but date written 
defectively shshb(n)Ja. 




Fil? 

Year 53 (a.h.) 

Ties. 2 



The coin in the Gagarine Collection attributed to this 
mint and date by Tiesenhausen (no. 116, PL I, no. 11) 
is really of the year 56 (q.v.). The same applies to the 
specimen in the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (Nutzel, 
no. 100). 


Bam. 7. Arab Museum, Bamascus. 

ETN. 17. E. T. Newell Collection, Hew York. 

J. 4. Jena Cabinet (Stickel, Eandbuchi ii (1870), pp. 88-9, PI. no. 44). 
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' No . 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse- 




Year 56 (am.) 


ETN. 



As ETN. 17 above, but 

As ETN. 17 above, but 

18 


1*2 

margin 

.mint ‘Signature no. 47 ,= 




4i5t 

pil ; date 

= 





sh(sh)pnja (sic) ; 





pellet above *) 





PL XVI. 8. 

ETN. 


JR 

As above, but pellet over 

As above; no pellet in 

19 


1*25 

1. shoulder below name- 
legend; margin 

margin. 





PL XVI. 4. 




Year 57 (a.h.) 


M. 46 



The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 100, no. 79). Apparently the mar- 




ginal legend was as on Dam. 7 above. Unfortunately 
the coin was not illustrated. 




Arrajan 




Year 56 (a.h.) 


B. 27 

67-2 

JR 

As Dam. 7 above, but no 

As Dam. 7 above, but 

3-71 

1-2 

pellet in margin 1. of crown 

mint-signature no. 8 = 




[margin holed over j^\ 

arjk; date 




on r.]. 





sh(sh)pnja (sic). 





PL XXXV.?. 




(xi) 'Abdallah ibn Khazim 




((*;^ u! 

41)1 sc) 




tA.H. 72 = 

= A.T). 691 




Abrashahr 



i 

Year dd (a.h.) 


B. 28 

50-0 

JR 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


3-24 

1-15 

crescent or fillet over I, 
shoulder : name^Iegend 

APOULA 

I-HZMAN 

margin 
[clipped];^ ^^ 

and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 3 = aprott ; 
date PNJSHST. 

PL X?L 5- 


ETN. 18, 19. E. T, Newell Collection, New York. 

B. 27. Kaiser Friedrich Miisenm, Berlin no. 99, PI. II). 

B. 28. Kaiser Friedrich Mnseumy Berlin {NMzel, no. 154). 


f 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Fear 67 (a.h.) 


154 

.'■■,62 . 

M 

As above, but no star 1. of 

As above, but date 


4-01 

1-35 

crown. 






hftshst: (sic ) . 





PL XVI. 6. 

155 

62-9 

M 

As B. 28 above, but small 

As above, but date written 


4-08 

1-35 

crescent over 1. shoulder; 

thus : 




countermark no. 14 over <* 

= hftsh(s)t: 




Year 68 (a.h.) 


B. 29 


M 

As no. 155 above ; coun- 

As no. 155 above, but date 



1 

termark in field top r. 

= hshtsh(s)t: 




[margin completely cut 
off]. 

PL XVI. 7. 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


156 

62 

M 

As no. 154 above, but 

As above, but mint-signa- 


i-01 

1-35 

small star as usual 1. of 

ture no. 3 a and date 




crown ; pellet 1. and r. of 
winged head-dress in mar- 

. ■ = nvshst: 




gin ; countermarks no. 39 
in first quarter and no. 14 
over (* 

.'PLXVLa 

■ 

157 

61-7 

M 

As above, but without 

As above. 


4^0 

1-3 

countermarks. 





BalHi 




Year 67 (am.) 



m ^ . 

M 

As no. 154 above, but 

As no. 154 above, but mint- 



1*3 

small star as usual L of 

signature no. 14 = blh ; 




crown ; countermarks no. 
49 in first quarter and nos. 

date hftshst: 




37 and 39 together in 
second quarter. 



154, 155. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

B. 29. Kaiser Friedrieli Museum, Berlin {NiUzelf no. 155). 
156, 157, 158. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 

Wt. , 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

159 ' 

61*3 

JR 

As above, but small cres- 

As above, but date written 


3-97 

1*35 

cent over 1. shoulder and 
no countermarks. 

thus: (6*ic). 

160 

53*5 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date \Yritten 


3-47 

1*35 

marks nos. 21 and 39 in 

thus: (sic). 




first and third quarters re- 
spectively. 


161 

53*6 

M 

As above, but v •: ^ 

As above, but date written 


34-7 

1*3 

thus : ; margin : 




missing from margin ; 
countermarks nos. 21 and 

pellet in middle of first 
quarter. 




20 in first and fourth quar- 
ters respectively. 


162 

52*3 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above. 


3^39 \ 

1*3 

marks no. 21 in first quarter 
and no. 23 in second and 


1 



fourth quarters. 

PL XVL 10. 




Year 68 (AM.) 


163 

, 61.T 

M 

: As no. 1 58 above, but small 

As no. 158 above; date 

4^0 

1*25 

crescent over 1. shoulder; 

(sic) = HSHTmST; 




: no countermarks. 

■ ! 

PL xm 1 . 

164 

61 

M 

As above, but cotinter- 

As above, but date written 


3^95 

1*3 

marks nos. 32 and 14 in 
first and second quarters 
respectively. 

thus: ioimpama' (sic). 

166 

61-2 

M 

As above, but countermark | 

As above, but date cor- 


3-97 

1-36 

no. 14 only in second | 

rectly written thus : 




quarter. I 



159. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

160. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920, 

161. East India Company 1845. Of, Nutzel, no. 157, PL 11. 

162. Eden Collection 1853. 

163. East India Company 1845. 164. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

165. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 



: 

Darabjird 

Sch. 3 



In tlie White King Sale {Sehuhnan, June, 1905, no. 2055) 
there is a coin of this mint of the year 41 ascribed to 
this governor. I have no hesitation in declaring this 
a palpable error ; the^coin in question must have been 
one of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir (cf. coin no. 70 above, p. 48). 




Khurasan ? 

1 yeari53(A.H.) 

■; i6,6 , 

56-5 

3-66 

JR 

1-3 

As B. 28 above, but small 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
countermarks nos. 14 and 
39 together completely 
obliterating (* 

As B. 28 above, but mint- 
signature no. 25 6 = 
hura (?) ; date 

tltshst; 

m argin - vi/ • ( • ) [though 
only one pellet on 1. is 
visible owing to the im- 
! pression of the counter- 
marks on the obverse]. 

1 PLXVIL3. 




Merv 

Year 63 (a.h.) 

167 : , 

674 

3-72 

Jl 

14 

I 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder ; name-legend as 
on B. 28 above ; margin 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 41 6 = MRW ; 
date (sic) = s^st: 




countermark no. 39 in 
first and second quarter, 
the latter partly obliterat- 
ing the beginning of the 
Kufic legend; countermark 
no. 32 in third quarter 
almost ofi the flan. 

PLXVn.4. 




Year 64 {am.) 


ANS. 

12 

#1 

JR 

1-2 

As above, but name-legend 
more clearly written ; no 
countermarks ; margin as 
on B. 28 above. 

As above, but date 

= „ JHESHST*. . ^ 


166. India Office Collection presented 1882*^ ^ 

167. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

ANS. 12. American Rumismatic Society Collection, New York. 
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No. 

I 

Wt. 

^etal 

Size 

Obverse 

. Reverse 

ANS. 


M 

As above, but margin 

As above, but date written 

13 


1-35 

countermarks nos. 14 and 

39 in second and third 
quarters respectively. 

Year 65 

thus ; 

PI. xvn. 5. 

168 

62-6 

M 

As above, but margin as 

As above, but date 

4-06 

1-3 

■ 1 
' 

on ANS. 12 above; coun- 
termarks nos. 14 and 39 
in first and second quarters 
respectively [clipped at 
bottom]. 

pnjshst; 

PI. xvn. 8. 

169 

61-9 

JR 

As above, but name-legend 

As above, but end of date 

4-01 

1-3 

faint in second line ; mar- 
gin as on no. 167 above ; 
countermark no. 39 in first 
quarter. 

Year 66 (a.h.) 

partly effaced. 

PLXVIL7- 

170 

61-4 

M 

As no. 168 above, but 

As above, but date 

3-98 

1-35 

countermarks nos. 51, 41, 
and 27 in first, third, and 
fourth quarters respec- 
tively. 

shshshst: 

PL X?n. 9. 

171 

60-7 

M 

As above, but countermark 

As above, but date 

3-93 

1-4: 

no. 14 in first quarter. 

cr shshsh(s)t; 

172 

60-6 

3-93 

M 

1-3 

As above, but in addition 
countermarks nos. 29 and 
6 in third and fourth quar- 
ters respectively. 

■ As above, ■ 


ANS. 13. American Numismatic Sooiety^olfection, New York. 

168. India Office Collection presented 1882, 

169. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

170. India Office Collection presented 1882 

ii, p. no- 

171. Prinsep Collection 1847. 


Cf. NUtzelt no. 159. 

Cf. Nutzelt no. 160, and Stiekel {Handbuchj. 


172. Eden Collection 1853. 
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.m. 

,Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 



■ ■ 

Year 67 (a.h.) 


173 

61 

3-95 

M 

1-3 

As above, but counter- 
marks nos. ? and 7 in third 
and fourth quarters respec- 
tively. 

As above, but date 
hftshst: 

[fourth quarter scored in 
margin]. 

FL XVII 10. 

174 

53-9 

3-49 

JR 

1-35 

As above, but countermark 
no. 32 in first quarter with 
uncertain countermark on 
top. 

As above, but date written 
defectively 

HF(t)SHST: (?). 

B. 30 

60-8 

3-94 

JR 

As above. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

ou = hf(t)sh(s)t: 
margin • v*/ • 




Year 68 (a.h.) 


T. 15 



The sole authority for this mint and date is Thomas 
{J.R.A.S.^ 1850, p. 300, no. 25 c). This coin, which if 
correctly read would be unique, was in the General Fox 
Collection which ultimately went to the Kaiser Friedrich 
Museum, Berlin, but there is no coin with such date 
recorded in Nutzel’s Catalogue, Thomas may have mis- 
interpreted the date. 


; ■ 1 

. ' . 1 

Year 69 (a.h.) 


175 

' 59-2 
SM 

M 

1-35 

As no. 174 above, but 
countermark no. 14 in first 
quarter. 

As no. 174 above, but date 
nvhshst: ; margin as 

on B. 30 above. 





PL XVII. 11. 

176 


'■jM ■ 

1.35 

As above, but counter- 
marks nos. 49 and 39 in 
first and fourth quarters 
respectively. 

.. As above. ^ 


173. India Office Collection presented 1882. 174. Eden Collection 1853. 

B. 30. Kaiser “Friedrich Musenm {Nictzelf no. 161). 

175, Prinsep Collection 1847. 

176. Mrs. Jacomb (ex. Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 
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M fttal 



No. 

Wt. 

vSize 

Obverse 

■ Reverse 

177 

66-6 

M 

As above, but countermark ’ 

As above, but date.' written 


4-32 

hi 

no, 14 over and coun- 

termarks nos. 33 and 39 in 
third and fourth quarters 
respectively. 

thus : 

178 

62-7 

M 

As above, but countermarks 

As above, hut date written 


4-06 

1-35 

no. 37 in first quarter and 
no. 14 over (* 

thus ; 

179 

60.2 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As no. 177 above. 


3-90 

1*35 

marks nos. 15 and 14 in 





third and fourth quarters 
respectively. 

P1.XVIL12. 

180 

5M 

M 

As above, but without 

As above. 


3^31 

1.3 

countermarks. 


181 

62 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above. 


4-01 

1.45 

marks nos. 39 and 6 in 





first and fourth quarters 
respectively and no. 14 
over C* 


182 

62 

■ M 

As above, but countermark 

As no. 178 above. 


4-01 

1.35 

no. 14 over <* only. 


183 

61*7 

M 

As above, but without 

A„s^ above. 


4M 

1.3 

: countermarks [double- 

struck]. 


00 

62.1 

M 

As above, but countermark 

As above. 


4M 

1.35 

no. 33 in third quarter. 



177. East India Company 1845. HB. Eden Coilcetion 1853. 

179, Prinsep Collection 1847. 180, 181. Eden Collection 1853. 

183. Eden Collection 1853. 

184. Mrs, Jacomb (cx Gen, M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 70 (a.h.) 


185 

61.9 


As above, but countermark 

As above, but date hftat: 


4-01 

1.35 

no. 21 in first quarter. 

PI. xvn. 13. 

186 

60-6 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date defec- 


3-93 

14 

marks nos. 14 and 39 in 
first quarter. 

tively written (sic). 




Year 72 (a.h.) 


187 

60-8 

M 

As no. 186 above, but 

As no. 186 above, but date 


3-94 

1.35 

countermarks nos. 29 and 

duhftat: 




14 in first quarter over- 
lapping. 

PL XVII. 14. 

188 

57.9 

M 

As above, but countermark 

As above, but date written 


3^75 

1*3 

no. 14 over (* ; Kufic 

thus : 




legend in margin partly 
obliterated. 

-pp* =duhft(a)t (sic). 




Year 73 (a,r,) 


B. 31 

62.8 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above, but date 


4-07 

1.35 

. 

marks no. 14 over (*, no. ? 
below 4^, and no. 39 in 

shftat: 




fourth quarter. 

. PLX¥IL15« 




Merv al-Rudh 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


189 

62.7, 


As no. 187 above, but 

As no. 187 above, but mint- 


446 

1-35 

countermarks nos. 51, 47, 

signature no.42 c = me writ; 




and 39 in first, third, and 

date 




fourth quarters respec- 

,pill/ro 18 . (sic) for N VHSHST : 




tively. 

no pellets in margin. 





PL xvn. 16. 


185. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. Cf. Nutzelf no. 165. 

186. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

187. Eden Collection 1853. Cf. Nntzel, no. 166, Pi. II. 

188. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

B. 31. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (OT^ 2 :el, no. 167). 

189. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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No. 


190 


Wt. 


61-5 

3-99 


M. 47 


Metal 

Size 


M 

1.35 


Ox. 5 


59.9 

3-88 


M 

1.35 


191 


61-5 

3-99 


Obverse 


As above, but counter- 
marks nos. 53 and 19 in 
first and fourth quarters 
respectively. 


Reverse 

As above, but date 
JMi^H = nvhshs(t) ; 
margin as on no. 184. 

PL X¥III, !• 


Zaranj 

Year 64 (a.h.) 

The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 101, no. 80). The coin was in the 
Subhi Pasha Collection. The only other detail given by 
Mordtmann is that the margin was 451 ^ . Unfortii- 
nately the coin was not reproduced. 


(xii) Muhammad ihn 'AMallah (ibn Khazim) 

ui ui 

Herat 

Year 67 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder ; name* legend 


mhmt: 

I-APDULA 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; mint- 
signature no. 24 6 = HRA ; 
date 

» o4> {sic) = hr(t)sh(s)t: 


margin ^ 


451 




PL XXX¥, 8. 


M 

1.3 


(xiii) Talha ibn 'Abdallah 

(431 

Sistan 

Year 64 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 


crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder; name-legend 
^ ji ^ TJjHA I- 

APDXJLAAN ; 

margin 45 4>A1» 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 52 c = SK ; 
date (sic) for 

JHARSHST. 

PL X¥in. 2. 


191. L. A. Lawrence, Esq. presented 1933. 
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' No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Th. 11 

, ■ 61*2 

M 

As above. 

As above, but date written 


3-97 

1.3 


thus : 





PL XXXV. 9. 




Year 66? (a.h.) 


Mart. 1 


JR 

As above, but breast- 

As above, but date 



1*25 

ornament O ; countermark 

for shshst:(?). 




no. 35 in first quarter. 

PL XXXV. 10. 




(xiv) 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir 




( ^ aiil JuP \y^ 




Ardashir-Khiirra 




Year 74? (a.h.) 


Sch. 4 



In the Strauss Sale Catalogue {Schulman, Jan., 1913, 




no. 1012) there is a record 

of a coin of this date and 




mint-signature, though the latter is read as ant or hut. 
As the coin is not reproduced it is impossible to be 
certain of the accuracy of the interpretation. 




Sistan 




Year 66 (a.h.) 


192 

60-9 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


3-95 

1-3 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder ; name-legend 

signature no. 62 = sk, 





date shshshst. 




apdulajij: i- 





apbula i-amiran 





margin ^ 41)1 ^ 





countermarks no. 14 over 
(* and no. 42 in fourth 
quarter. 

PL xvni. 8. 

Cam. 7 

63-0 

; M 

As above, but first line of 

As above, but date written 


4-08 


name-legend more clearly 
written ; margin 

4i)l 

no countermarks. 

defectively thus : 


Th. 11. Philip Thorburn Collection, London Nmn. Ghron., 1934, p. 290, PI. IX, 3. 
Mart. 1. Major M. F. C. Martin Collection, London — Num. Chron., 1934, p. 291, PL IX, 5 
192. Prinsep Collection 1847. Cam. 7. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal 



Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Ox. 6 

62-5 

M 

As above, but four pellets 

As above. 


i-05 

1-3 

at end of legend in third 
quarter; countermark 





no. 14 in second quarter. 

PL XXXVI. 1. 




Uncertain Mint 




Year 71 (a.h.) 


B. 32 

\ 52-7 

M 

As above, but name- 

As above, but mint-sign a- 


3-41 1 

I 

i 

hi 

legend 

APr)LAJIj(?) 

I-APDULAAN 

margin ^ 41)1 

[clipped]. 

ture no, 54a = TART(?) ; 
date AYUHFTAT. 


1 

j 


PLXVnLA 




(XV) 'Abd al-Malik ibn 'Abdallah 




(4)1 

diUl Ji^) 




Bi^apur 




1 















j W \ 





\ / 















Fig. 4.' 




Year 66 (a.h.) 


Sch. 5 


ja 

Usual Sassanian bust; no | 

1 Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

(Fig. 4) 


1-3 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

1 and attendants ; mint; 




shoulder ; breast-ornament 

! signature no. 12Z> = bish; 




g* ; name-legend 

apdlmlik I- 

' date shshshst: 




H <S5*APB^ 

1 margin 





**4i)l 

mUI 0 



Ox. 6. Ashmolean Museum, Oxfords 

B. 32. Kaiser Briedrich Museum, IB^erlin (NMzel, no. 183, PL III). 

Sch. 5. This rare coin was in the Strauss Collection Sale {Schulman, Jan., 1913, no, 1005, 
PL V). Fortunately both sides were illustrated and are reproduced here. 
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■ No., , 

•wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse ■ 




(xvi) *TJmar ibn 'Ubaidallali (ibn Mi'mar) 

fA.H. 73=:a.d. 692 

Ardashir-Khurra 

Year 68 (a.h.) 

193 

63 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


4-08 

1-35 

crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder; ear-ring £ ; 
breast-ornament ^ 2 ; name- 
legend 

AUMR I- 

lOU AUBITALA AN 

margin 

•'5' :: 411! • (4D for 

411) 

Year 69 (a.h.) 

and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature (with pellet on 1.) 
no. 9 = ART ; date 
hshtshst: 

PLXVIILS. 

B. 33 

64-3 

m' 

As above, but margin 

As above, but date 


4-17 

1*25 

**) •) C' •• JU 5 JI 4 II • (*• 
(45 correctly written). 

. = nvshst: 

pellet 1. and r. of mint- 
signature. 

' ANS. 


.'m 

As above [but margin 

1 As above, but date 

14 

■ 1 


1 

clipped so that it is im- 
possible to be sure of all 
the pellets]. 

1 ^ = navshst: 

. : .PLXYnL6.' 

Cam. 8 


...M 

As no. 193 above, but small 
crescent over 1. shoulder, 
and 4J correctly written in 
margin. 

' 

As no. 193 above, but date 
as on ANS. 14. 


193. Marsden Collection presented 1834. 

B. 33. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin no. 169, PI. II). 

ANS. 14. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
Cam. 8. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Beverse 




Year 70 (a.h.) 


Cam. 9 


M 

1-25 

As Cam. 8 above, but no 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
countermark no. 14 partly 
over C* 

As B. 33 above, but date 

1^ ^ = HFT AT ; p e I let r , 

of date. 

PL XXXVL 2. 

B. 34 

60-6 

3-93 

JR 

1-35 

As above. 

As above, but with two 
pellets both on 1. of mint- 
signature ; date written 
thus : = hftat: 




Bishapixr 

Year 67 (a.h.) 

194 

60-2 

3-9 

M 

1.3 

As no. 193 above, but ear- 
ring ; countermarks nos. 
29 in first and 39 in second 
quarter, the latter partly 
obliterating the Kufic 
legend [break in die in 
third quarter]. 

As no. 193 above, but mint- 
signature no. 12 = BisH 
(with pellet on r.) ; date 
hftshst: [margin damaged 
in fourth quarter]. 

PL xvra. 8, 




Year 68 (a.h.) 


195 

1 

1 

61 

3-95 

! ' 

M 

1-3 

As above, but ear-ring as 
on no, 193; no counter- 
marks ; <d) of marginal 
legend correctly written as 
on B. 33 above. 

As above ; date hftshst: 
small crescent 1. and small 
star r. of flames. 

PL XVIIL 7. 

196 

59-9 

3-88 

' M 
1-25 

As no. 194 above, but 
countermarks no. 29 in 
first quarter and no. 14 
over (* and beginning of 
Kufic legend in margin. 

i 

As above ; date written 
thus: small star 

1. and small crescent r. of 
flames as usual. 


Cam. 9. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, which also possesses two other specimeBS of 
this mint and date, one of which has small star r. and small crescent 1. of llames on 
the reverse. , 

B. 34. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (iV'teeZ, no. 170). 

194. Eden Collection 1853 (cf. NiUzeh no. 172). 

195. J. K. Steuart GoUection 1846. 196. Eden Collection 1853. 
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No. , 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


197 

58-7 

3-8 

M 

1-25 

As no. 193 above, but 
pellet over I. shoulder; 
margin 

As no. 194 above, but 
date = nuhshst: 

margin C** the pellet 

on r. side being cut of! by 
clipping the margin. 

FL XVIII. 9. 




Year 70 (AM.) 


198 

59.1 

3’8S 

M 

1-25 

As above, but no pellet 
over 1. shoulder ; margin 

'• 4 !] • (* 

countermark no. 14 in first 
quarter. 

As above, but date hftat ; 
no pellets in margin. 

199 

62.7 

M 

1-25 

As above, but counter- 
marks no. 14 over (* and 
no. 7 in fourth quarter. 

As above. 

200 

59.2 

3-84 

Jl 

1-25 

As above ; countermark 
no. 14 partly over C* 

As above. 

201 

60.8 

3-94 

M 

1-25 

As above ; countermark 
no. 14 over (* 

As above, but small cres- 
cent on both sides of fire. 

PLXVIILIO. 




Yearly 


I. 41 



The coin attributed to this mint and date in the Istanbul 
Museum Catalogue (no. 18) is really dated 69. 


197. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 

198. East India Company 1845. Of. Lavoix, no. 145, and NiUzel^ nos. 176-9. 

199. East India Company 1845. 

200. Cunningham Collection 1894. 

201. India Office Collection presented 1882. 
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I 

I 






f 

I 


f 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Beverse 




Basra 




Year 65 (a.h.) 


T. 16 



T.lie sole authority for this 

mint and date is Thomas 




(J.R.A.S., 1852, p. 409, no 

2 ; Mordtmann, Z.D.M.O'., 




1854, p. 190, no. 48), but he did not reproduce it. The 




coin was in the Collection 

of the Asiatic Society of 




Bengal. It is not, however, 
of this Collection. 

in V. A. Smith’s Catalogue 




Kirman 




Year 65 (a.h.) 


202 

62-8 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

4-07 

1*25 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants; mint-sig- 




shoulder ; name-legend as 

nature no. 28 = krman ; 




on no. 193 above; margin 

date pnjshst: 




V '7' po 

PI. xvm. 11. 

203 

62-7 

M 

As above ; no crescent 

As above. 


4-06 

1-2 

over 1. shoulder ; margin 










countermark no. 14 in 
first quarter and again 
over (* 

PL xvm. 12. 




IstalAr 




Year 69 (AM.) 


Cam. 

48-7 

M 

As no. 202 above, but ear- 

As no. 202 above, but mint- 

10 

3-16 

M 

ring and breast-orna- 

signature (with pellet 1.) 


ment 1 margin 

.*-) :: JuJl 4! • C* 

no . 53 = ST ; date navsrst: 
margin in first quarter 





PI. XXXVI. 3. 




Year 70 {am ^ 


204 

56-6 

M 

As above ; breast-orna- 

As above, hut date hftat: 

3-67 

M5 

ment double-struck ; no 
pellet in fourth quarter of 
margin. 

PL XIX. 2. 



202. M. Paul Tinohant presented 1936. 203. East India Company Collection 1845. 


Cam. 10. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 
204. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 
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No. 

wt. : 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

205 

:'''6i.8 

M 

As no. 202 above, but 

As above, but no marginal 


i.0 

1-2 

margin partly in Pehlevi 
and partly in Kufic : 

letter or pellet. 




^ :: Jukll aIl) C* 

PL XIX. 1. 




Year 71? 


Sell. 6 



In the Lord Grantley Collection Sale {Schulman, Dec., 
1921, no. 2124) there is a coin described, but unfortu- 
nately not illustrated, said to be of this mint and probable 
date. If so, it is a unique specimen. 






Uncertain Mint 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


B. 35 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 



hi 

name-legend as on no. 193 

and attendants ; mint-sig- 




above ; breast-ornament 

nature no. 45 a — nih (?) ; 




0 ; pellet over 1. shoulder ; 
margin 

date nvhshst: 









[coin has been broken into 
pieces]. 

PL XXXVI. 4. 




(xvii) Mus'ab ibn al-Zubair 




0-- u) o $ 




t A.H. 72 = 

= A.i). 691 




Basra 




Year 66? (am.) 


L 42 



Usual Sassanian bust; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 




fillet over 1 . shoulder ; 

and attendants ; mint- 




name-legend in Pehlevi : 

signature no. 13 = bjba ; 




MTJJAP I- 

date 




margin in Kufic 

' for shshshst: 




(i.e. Mufab, Allah is his 
sufficiency 1). 



205. Count de Salis presented 1862. 

B. 35. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (A''teeZ., no. 181). 
I, 42. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
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' Metal ■ 
Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


M. 48 


Uncertain. Mint 

Fear (a.h.) 

The sole authority for this mint-signature (no. 16) and 
date is Mordtmann {Z,D.M,G., 1879, p. 103, no. 87), 
The obverse margin is described as follows : ‘ In second 
quarter :: 4)1 ^ ; in third quarter It was in 

the Subhi Pasha Collection. Unfortunately it was not 
illustrated. I have recently come across in the Istanbul 
Museum (Recent Acquisitions) a coin with this variety 
of margin but with mint-signature no. 23 which looks 
like a fuller form of the above. This coin is described 
below under the mint Dast-i-Maisan (q.v,). On the 
other hand the above mint-signature may be a bungled 
form of BJRA. See above I. 42 and cf, the coins of Ubai- 
daliah ibn Ziyad, p, 61 above. 


Th. 12 


Kirman 


Year 69 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; name-legend 
OMCrh MU JAP 

I-ZUPIRAN 

margin 

.(1)1 Y-i c* 

[holed in first and third 
quarters]. 


JR As above, but without As above. 
1*2 in third quarter; 

countermark no. 48 in 


Usual Sassanian altar and 
attendants; mint-signature 
no. 33 = krmanan: ; date 
nvshst: 


I fourth quarter [notholed]. 


PL XIX, 8. 


PL XXXVI. S. 


Year70iAM.) 

The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z.DM,G„ 1879, p. 103, no. 90). The margin was ap- 
parently as on no. 206, but with the addition of ^ in 
first quarter. It was in the Bubhi Pasha Collection. 
Unfortunately it was never illustrated. 


206. Lt. Col. C. Jackson (ex Col. Miles Collection) 1933. Cf. Nutzel, no. 182. 
Th. 12. Philip Thorbnrn Collection, London. 
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No. : 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 71 (a.h.) 


207 

59-7 

3-87 

M 

h2 

As no. 206 above, bufc 
instead of [not boled]. 

As no. 206 above, but 
mint-signature no. 34 = 
krmannhr (?) ; date 

^ = yaJhftat: 
Pl« XIX, 4. 




Year 72 (a.h.) 


T. 17 



The sole authority for this mint and date is Thomas 
(J.R.A,S., 1871, p. 434, no. 11). Mordtmann {Z,DM,G., 
1879, p. 104, no. 91) regarded this date as being in 
conflict with the historians, but see Introduction (Bio- 
graphical Sketches). 




Nihavand 

Year 69 (a.h.) 

M. 50 



The sole authority for this mint-signature (no. 43) and 
date is Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 103, no. 89). 
The obverse margin is thus described : ‘ In second quarter 
:*• 4i!l ^ ; in third quarter and in fourth quarter 

The coin was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 
Unfortunately it was not illustrated. Mordtmann^s inter- 
pretation of the mint-signature ’was wh = Bihkobad. 
Cf. M. 48 above and I. 43 below. 




Dast-i-Maisan ? 

Year 67 (a.h.) 

1. 43 



As no. 206 above; name- 
legend 

o/j' c rb mijJap I- 
^ ^ ZUBIRAN 

margin apparently as on 
M. 50 above, but it is 
slightly obliterated in 
third quarter. 

As no. 206 above, but 
mint-signature no. 23 = 
DSHT (?) ; date 

CS^ = HFTSHST. 


207. East India Company Collection 1845. 

I. 43. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). Cf. M. 48 above. 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Year 71 (a.h.) 


(xviii) Mukatil ibn Misma' 

fA.H. 72 = a.d. 691 
Bi^apur 


208 


59.8 

3^87 


M 

1-3 


Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
crescent or fillet over L 
shoulder; breast-ornament 
g: ; name-legend 
^ Dww MUK ATL 

I-MSMAAN 

margin 

■: ^ •: aUI ^ 

[holed in four places]. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants; mint- 
signature no. 12 a (with 
pellet on r.) = BiSH; date 
= AYHFTAT (sfij). 


PL XIX. 5. 


Ties. 3 


Year 72 (a.h.) 

Tiesenhausen {of. cit, in footnote to 208) ascribed to this 
mint and date a coin of this governor which was in the 
General Komarov Collection. The obverse legends were 
as on coin no. 208. Tiesenhausen correctly identified 
the governor (though he read his name as Miikatii ibn 
Masma'a [sic]) and suggested as an explanation of the 
puzzling Kufic legend in the third quarter =; 

-dll ^ . With this I cannot agree, although I have 

been unable to suggest any other with any certainty. 
Epigraphically Tiesenhausen’s reading is impossible, as 
well as linguistically faulty. He read the mint-signature, 
also, as BSA and suggested fasa (Li) as its equivalent. 
This old interpretation has now been superseded. The 
date he gave as duhftat, a date which agrees with that 
on the specimen mentioned by Mordtrnann. (see note 
to 208), but is not the same as that on the B.M. 
specimen described above. Tiesenhausen ’s coin weighed 
52‘9 gr. (3«43 gtm.). Unfortunately it was not 
illustrated. 


208. Dr. C, Davies Sherborii presented 1935. See note at end. 




106 


UMAIYAD GOYERNOES 


No. ' 


Cam. 

11 


1. 44 


209 


Wt. 


67.0 


56.9 

SS9 


Metal 

Size 


M 

1.3 


M 


M 

1.3 


Obverse 


Reverse 


(xix) al-MngMra ibn al-Muhallab 

u> 

Uncertain Mint 


Year 71 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
slioulder ; breast-ornament 


ear-rinff 


name- 


legend 

UN(?)MHmA 

I-MHLPAN 


margin :: «d!l 

countermark no. 
third quarter. 


in 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 64=:SHAja (??) ; 
date as on no. 208 above 
=:AYHFTAT. 


PL XXXVI. 6. 


(XX) Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah 

X 


Balkh 


Year 77 (A.n.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
crescent over 1. shoulder; 
name-legend 

AUMIYA 

I-APDULAAN 

margin ////// p, 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 14 = blh; date 

ftA* ==■ HPTHFTAT. 


Khurasan ? 


Year 64 y.-e.-a.-b.. 76 

As above; no crescent over 
1. shoulder ; margin 

*• 1 

countermark no. 33 in 
fourth quarter. 


As above ; mint-signature 
no. 25 c = HURA (?) ; date 

for jhrshst: 

margin 


Cam. 11. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge (ex Masson Collection). 
1.44. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

209. Eden Collection 1853. 
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Wt.; . 

Metal 

Obverse 


No. 

Size 

„ Reverse 

210 

56-9 

M 

As above, but counter- 

As above... 


3-69 

1-3 

marks no. 39 in first quar- 
ter and no. 14 in second 





quarter respectively. 





Year 74 {a,b.) 


211 

56*9 

M 

As above, but countermark 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-69 

1*3 

no. 33 in fourth quarter. 

tur e no . 26 ■ = ■ hueas a N ; 
date jhrhftat; no tri- 
angles of pellets in margin. 





PLxrx. 7. 




Merv al-Rudh 




■ 

Year 64 Y.B, — AM. 76 


B. 36 

57*5 

.JB 

As above; countermarks 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-73 

1-35 

nos. 14 and 33 in first and 

ture no. 42 = mrwexjt: 




second quarters respec- 

date jhrshst: 




tively. 

PL XXXVI. 7. 




Sistan 




Year 73 (a.h.) 


212 

66 

M 

As no. 209 above, but face 

As no. 211 above, but 

4-21 

1-3 

fuller; last line of name- 

mint-signature no. 51 for 



legend 

imJ k o^^-'I'APDulan (sic ) ; 

sizsTAN ; date shftat: 





countermark no. 14 in first 
quarter. 

PL xrx. 8. 

Cam. 

64-0 

M 

As above, but no counter- 

As above, but mint-signa- 

12 

&14 

1*3 

mark in second quarter. 

ture no. 51 = sizajtan: (?) ; 
date written thus 










PL XXXVI. 8. 


210. Eden Collection 1853, ^ ^ 

B. 36. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NUtzel, no. 184). ^ i 

212. Eden Collection 1853. Cam. 12. Fitzwilham Mnseum, Cambridge. 
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No. Wt. Obverse . Eeverse 

(xxi) KhalM ibn 'Abdallah 

( 4 U! 

deposed A.H. 75= A. B. 694 
Bi^apur 

Year 71 (a.h.) 

213 63*2 JR; Usual Sassanian bust; no Usual fire-altar and atten- 

4'10 1-25 crescent or fillet over 1. dants ; mint-signature no. 

shoulder; breast-ornament 12 u = bish (pellet on r.) ; 
0; ear-ring ; name- date =ayhptat; 

legend pellet in third quarter of 

(sic) HALID I- margin and over 
APDULAAN 

margin 

4l» 

(i.e. In the name of Allah, 

Muhammad is Allah’s 

Apostle). PL XIX. 9. 

Year 73 (a.h.) 

M, 51 Mordtmann {Z,D.M.G., 1858, p. 53, no. 305 = Tiesen- 

hausen, no. 224) mentions a specimen of this mint and 
date in the Subhi Pasha Collection. It is just possible, 
however, that it had the same date as no. 213 above, 
which is liable to be interpreted as sihftat (73). The 
same applies to Dorn’s specimen {Melanges, vi, p. 680, 
no. 3). Dorn read the mint-signature as Basra. Mordt- 
mann, of course, read the mint-signature as basa, an old 
interpretation which has now been abandoned. The 
name-legend is given by him as halit/i-apdulaan. 
Unfortunately the coin was never reproduced. 

Year 74 (a.h.) 

214 51*7 JR As no. 213 above (pellet As no. 213 above, but date 

3-35 1-25 above x. shoulder), but jhehftat. 

name-legend in first line 

■ ^ HALIT: T- 

' ■ [surf ace; worn]. ■ . ■ 

213. M. Paul Tmchant presented 1936. The name halid may be an engraver’s mistake 
for HALIT. Of. no. 214 below. 

214. Dr, C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. 
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■ No. 

■wt. 

Metal 

Size 

215 

59 

M 


3-82 

1*25 

So. 1 

34-5 

JR 

(Fig. 5) 

2-2i 

0-9 

Th. 13 

63-6 

M 


4- 12 

1.2 


Obverse 


Reverse 


As above. 


As above. 


Basra 



Fig. 5. 


Year 75 (a.h.) 

As no. 213, but breast- 
ornament .•* ; margin is 
almost completely clipped 
away, but traces of 
-aDI ^ remain. 


As no. 213, but mint-sig- 
nature no. 13=BiRA; date 
FNJHFTAT. 


Year 74 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; breast-ornament 
; ear-ring ; name- 
legend 

^ BISHR I- 

mwanan 

margin <d)l 

C** 


(xxii) Bishr ibn MarwSn 
ui j^) 

fA.H. 74=:A.r). 694 
al-Raiy 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 48 = Eu ; date 
JHARHFTAT ; additional 
fourth outer circle (cf. no, 
below). 


PI, XX, 1, 


215. J. R. Steuart Collection 1846. 

So, 1. Soret {Lettre d Jf. Justus OUJiausen, 12, no. 4). fortunately illustrated this 
unique coin when he published it. It was no. 757 of the Sprcwitz Collection = Stickel 
{Handbuch, ii, no. 53). See Z.D.M.Q^i 1850, p. 507, no. 19. 

Th. 13. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. See note at end. 
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' No. 

wt. 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




(xxiii) ‘Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra 




Ot 




A.H. 79 = 

= A.D. 698 




Sistan ? 




Year 79 (a-.h.) 


Th. 14 

62.1 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


4-02 

L25 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder; name-legend 

signature no. 52 c = sk ; 




AUBITALA 

date 




I-ABUBKEAN 

= NAVHPTAT. 




margin ^ 

PI. XX. 8. 




(xxiv) Humran ibn Aban 




(ji;^ 0; 





Ardashir-Khurra 




Year 72 (a.h.) 


0. 8 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; ear- 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


1-3 

dng ; no crescent or 

fillet over 1. shoulder ; 
name-legend 

HUMEAN 

and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 = ART with 
pellet r. and two pellets 1. 
of mint-signature ; date 

. 




= duhptat: 




I- ABAN AN 

pellet 1. of bottom line of 
name-legend ; margin in 
Eufic 

pellet in second quarter of 
margin. 










*) d\\ ui 

PI. XL. 8. 

■ 'Cam. 


M 

As above, but margin 

As above, but date 



1 

:: <d5l only [clipped]. 

no pellet in margin. 





PI. XXXVI. 9. 


Th. 14. Philip Thorburn Collection, London* 
0. 8. Osman Andag Collection, IstanbuL 
Cam. 13. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 
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Wt., 

Metal 

vSisse 

60 

M 

3-88 

1‘26 

■ 

■ 

M 


1.25 

1 . 

■ 

55-9 

1 

1 

1 

JR. ■ 

3-62 

1.15 

63-3 

Al ■ ' 

4-1 

1.3 


Obverse 


(xxv) 'Atiya ito al-Aswad 
4JaP) 


Kirman 

Year 72 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; Us 

small crescent over 1. ani 

shoulder ; name-legend na' 

ATiYA dai 

I-ASWDAN' I ' 

margin I 

»»" j‘'i\ Jj 'tUi pj I 

(i.e. in the name of Allah j 
the protector of authori- | 
ty) ; countermark no. 48 I 
in first quarter. i 


Year 73 or 76? (a.h.) 

As above, but without 
countermarks ; no Pehlevi 
legend in third quarter. 


Year 74 (AM.) 

As no. 216 above, but no 
countermarks ; margin as 
on I. 45 above. 


Year 75 (am.) 

As no. 216 above ; margin 
as on I. 45 above, partly 
obliterated by counter- 
mark no. 14 which also 
occurs in fourth quarter; 
in first quarter counter- 
mark no. 30. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar, 
and attendants; mint-sig- 
nature, no. 33 = KEMANANt; 
date 

=x>uhptat: 


FL XX. 8. 


As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 37 =KEMAN BJ (?) ; 
date = sihptat: 

(73) or shhftat: (76). 

PL XXXVI. 10. 


As no. 216 above, but 
mint-signature no. 28 = 
KEMAN ; date (double- 
struck) jhehftat. 


As no. 216 above, but 
mint-signature no. 34 = 
krmannhe; datePNJHFTAT; 
margin ^ 

FL XX. 4. 


210. Claude Steuart 1848. I. 45. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

Th. 15. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 217. Claude Steuart 1848. 
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No, 


218 


N. 2 


I 46 


Wt. 


54*2 

3‘51 


Metal 

Size 


M 

h2 


M 


M 


Obverse 


As above, but without 
countermarks [more worn] . 


Reverse 


As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 28 = KBMAN ; date 
written thus : 

= PlSrJHPTAT: 
no star in margin. 

PL XX. 5. 


(xxvi) al-Katari ibn al-Fuja’a 

mrijite ‘ Calipli ’ a.h. 69-78 (79) = a.d. 688-697 (98) 


Ardashir-Khurra 

Year 75 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder; name-legend in 
Pehlevi 

KTRII AMIR/i-WRUISHNIKAN 

(i.e. Katari Commander of 
the Faithful) ; margin 

(i.e. there is no judgement 
but Allah’s). 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 (with pellet 
r. and 1.) = art; date 
pnjhftat. 


Bi^apur 

Year 69 (am.) 

As N. 2 above, but name- 
legend 

APBXJLA KTRI 
AMIR I-WRUI^NIKAN 
margin 

») 41) Vl ^ V '7'-4D1 pj 


As N. 2 above, but mint- 
signature (with pellet on 
r.) no. 12 c = Bm (for bish) ; 
date 

"■ navshst: 

margin, in second quarter 
uncertain Pehlevi legend 
partly obliterated. 


218. J. R. Steuart 1846. 

N. 2. Konigsberg University Collection (Nesselmann, p. 12). 
I. 40. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
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No. 

:Wt. 

Metal 



Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Ymr (a.h.) 


219 

574 

M 

As N. 2 above, but breast- 

As ,N. 2 above, but mint- 


3-72 

D2 

ornament 0 ; name- 

signature no. 12 ' (with 




legend 

pellet to r.) = bish.; date 




V.# J QyUf 

UM c 10 # = PNJHPTAT. 









APDULA KTKII 

AMIR I-WRUISHNIKAN 

PL XX. 6. 




Darabjird 




Year 75 (a.h.) 


220 

61-8 


As no. 219 above, but 

As no. 219 above, but 


4-00 

1‘2 

breast-ornament 

mint-signature no. 22 = 

DARAW. (?). 





PL XX. 7. 




Zaranj 




Year 75 (a.h.) 


1.47 


M 

As no. 219 above, but 

As no. 219 above, but 




name-legend 

mint-signature no. 57 = 





ZR. 









KTRII AMIR 





I-WRTJISHNIKAN 





(xxvii) al-Mtthallab ibn Abi §ufra 




C5i' 

0 . 





= A.D. 701 




Ardashir-Khurra 




Year 76 ( AM .) 


ANS. 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

15 


1-25 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




1# 

shoulder; ear-ring ; 

signature no. 9 (with, pellet 
1. and r.) = art ; date 




name-legend 
— » muhalr: I- 

ABUjPBAAN 

SHSHHFTAT. 




margin'" . .. 

*) 4 IJI 

PL XX. 8. 


219. Dr. 0. Davies Sherborn preseiited 1935. 220. G« le Strange presented 1881, 

I. 47. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

ANS. 15. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

. I ■ ■ 
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No. . 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Bi^apur 




Year 75 (a.h.) 


221 

56-6 

JR 

As above, but breast- 

As above, but mint-signa- 


3-67 

1*2 

ornament 0 ; ear-ring ; 

ture no. 12 a (wdth pellet 




margin 

onr.) = BiSH; date 




■15 " 4)1 

PNJHETAT 




PL XX. 10. 

222 

58*3 


As above. 

As above. 


3-78 

1*3 


PI. XXL 1. 

223 

45-7 

M 

As above [clipped]. 

As above. 


2-96 

M 

Year 76 (a.h.) 


224 

53-1 


As no. 221 above. 

As no. 221 above, but date 


3-44 

1-25 


sh(sh)hftat. 





PI. XXL 2. 

225 

56-7 

M 

As above. 

As above. 


3-67 

1-2 



226 

46-1 

M 

As above [clipped and 

As above. 


2-99 

h2 

worn]. 





Year 79 


Do. 4 



l}om {Melanges, ii, p. 261, no. 7) attributes a coin of 
this governor to this mint and year, but the date was 
wrongly read for 76 as is witnessed by Markoff {Monnaies 
Arsacides, &c., p. 132, no. 58) who described the same 




coin. 





Darabjird 




Fear 76 (A.H.) 


v'227> 

56 

M 

As no. 221 above, but 

As no. 221 above, but 


3-62 

1-2 

breast “ ornament ; 

mint-signature no. 17 = 




margin 

DA ; date shshhftat. 




•■0 "iP 4Ji C'* 

PI. XXI. 3. 


221. J. R. Steuart Cdliection 1846. 222. M. Jacques de Morgan presented 1920. 

223. Rollin 1852. 

224. India Office Collection presented 1882. Cf. Niitzel, no. 186 a. 

225. M. Jacques de Morgan presented 1920. 227. Claude Steuart 1848. 
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Wt. 

Metal 


•” - ; - — “ - 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

l 



Kirman 




Year 76 (a.h.) 


So. 2 

56-6 

M 

Usual type. 

1 Usual type, but mint-signa- 

r 

1' 

3-67 

B25 

Year 77 (a.h.) 

! ture no . 34 = krmannhr(?); 
date SHSHHFTAT. 

I. 48 


M 

As no. 221 above, but 

As ■ no. 221 above,., but 

i ' 



breast - ornament •*. ; 

margin ^ 

mint-signature no. 34 = 
KRMANNHE ; date' 

i 



H.FTHFTAT 




Year 78 (a.h.) 


EB. 10 

60 

M 

As no. 221 above, but 

As no. 221 above, but 

i 

3^88 

1-2 

small crescent over 1. 

mint-signature no. 34 as 




slioulder; breast-ornament 

above; date 

i 



; ear-ring ; second 

line of name-legend 

= HSHTHFTAT 

1 

!’ 



margin.^ 

t 

f 

. 



O'c J>M ABUJFRAAN 

margin :4!\ 

PL XXXVIL 1. 

i 



LstaMir 

1 B. 37 

59-7 

3-87 

M 

1-25 

Year 69 or 79 {am.)? 

Usual Bassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over 1, 
shoulder; breast- ornament 
(with pellet above on 

Usual Bassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 53 h (with 
pellet 1. and r,)=ST; date 

i: 

!' 

1 



neck) ; name-legend as on 
no. 221 above; margin 

kavshst(?) or ]^javhptat(?). 



•Cfc> 'J' :: 4)1 ; in third 

quarter a Kufic graffito . 
VjI'v = (i.e. excel- j 

lent). j 

PL XXI. 4. 

j 


So. 2. Soret {Lettre d i/, jPow, 1856, p. 14 = Stickel, Bmulbiich, ii, no. 54). 
I. 48. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

RB. 10, Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford. 

B. 37. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NMzel, no. 189). 


' 

im 
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UMAIYAD GOVEENOES 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

.Reverse' 




Year 78 (a.h.) 


228 

57.6 

3-73 

1-25 

As B. 37 above, but with 
the addition of gjw in 
fourth quarter and without 
marginal graffito [surface 
partly corroded]. 

As B. 37 above, but date 
hshthftat: 

PL XXI. 5. 




Uncertain Mint 

Year 76 (a.h.) 

ANS. 

16 


M . 
1*2 

As ANS. 15 above, but 
breast - ornament ; 

margin 

*: 

••0 . 

As ANS. 15 above, but 
mint-signature no. 54 
( with pellet on 1 . ) = tart( ?) . 

PL XX. 9. 



i 

Zaranj 

Year 75 (a.h.) 

1. 49 


JR 

1-15 

As no. 227 above, but 
name- legend 

MHLB I- (sic) 
ABUJUFRAAN 

margin : 431 ^ 

As no. 227 above, but 
mint-signature no. 57 
(with pellet on r.) = ZR ; 
date 




*jju»l^CM'C|Cy = PNjfHFTAT. 

PI. XXXVIL 2. 




Year 76 (a.h.) 


M. 52 



The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.(j., 1879, p. 109, no. 96). Apparently the margin 
was as on no. 221 above. The coin was in his own col- 
lection and weighed 52-5 gr. (3«4 grm.). No other 
particulars are given. 


228. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1935. 

ANS. 16. American Numismatic Society Gollection, New York. 

I. 49. Istanbul Museum. Unfortunately the worn surface of the obverse does not permit 
the unusual spelling of the name-legend to be clearly illustrated on the plate. 
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No. 


I 50 


Mar. 3 


Bo. 5 


Wt. 


58*7 

MO 


Metal 

Size 


M 


M 


Obverse 


Reverse 


(xxviii) 'AM al-Ra^iman ibn MuMnimad 
(ibn al-Ash'ath) 

j: 


Bi^apiir 

Year 82 (a.h.) 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
name-legend 

CA» APDARMAN(^Z*c) 

^ ^ I-MHMTAH 

margin almost obliterated. 


Usual Sassaniaii fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 12 (with 
pellet on r.) = bish; date 

lljMgJUAAJF =DUHSHTAT. 


Darabjird 


Year 10 y.e. : 
As above, 


= A.H. 82 
but 


name- 

legend 

APDURHMAN I- 
MHAMTAN 

margin 

4ij! 


As above; mint-signature 
no. 17 = da; date 

ySLAJi i» G#J> = HFTAT 


[holed]. 




(xxix) al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf 
Ardashir-Khurra 

Year in 

Dorn (Melanges, ii, p. 260, no. 16) mentions a coin of 
this mint-signature and year in the Museum of the 
St. Petersburg Academy. Tiesenhausen (no. 216) repeats 
this and also misreads the mint-signature as ant ( = 
Andarabeh). As Hajjaj was not appointed over the 
Eastern Provinces until a.h. 75 and all his coins known 
to me are dated after this I am inclined to regard the 
date on this coin as being really 79 (q.v.). 


I. 50. Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 
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UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 



Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 77 


Sch. 7 



In tlie Strauss Sale Catalogue {Schulman, Jan., 1913, 
no. 1018) there is a coin mentioned with this mint- 
signature and date. Unfortunately it lacks confirmation 
as it is not illustrated. 




Year 7S (a.h.) 


229 

59-7 

3-87 

M 

1-25 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
crescent or fillet over 1. 
shoulder ; ear-ring ; 

name-legend in Kufic 

al-hajjaj ibn 

margin 

(sic) mU mJI V C* 

^ 

[surface of die broken over 
part of face and name- 
legend]. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 (with pellet 
1. and r.) = AET; date 
HSHTHPTAT ; margin 

PL XXI. 6. 




Year 79? 





If my conjecture regarding Dorn’s coin mentioned above 
(under year 71) be correct then it would give us the 
first recorded example of a coin of this mint and date. 




Bishapur 

Year 76 (a.h.) 

230 

57-2 

3-73 

M 

1-15 

As no. 229 above, but 
smaller in scale and name- 
legend clearer ; margin 

<*• fel 

'tl fe c_ ^ •*) 1 \ fe: 

As no. 229 above, but 
mint-signature no. 12 a 
(with pellet on i.) = bish ; 
date SHSHHETAT ; all within 
additional outer circle 
[break in die, bottom r.]. 




all within additional outer 
circle [die broken bottom 



230. Dr. C. Dayies Sherborn presented 1935, 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

, ,231 

584 

M ^ 

As above [die broken at 

i 

As above, but date a little 


3-78 

1-2 

1.]. 

Year 77 (a.h.) 

1 clearer. 

232 

58 

M 

As no. 230 above, but 

As no. 230 above, but date 


3-75 

1.2 

additional pellet 1. and r. 
of wings of head-dress. 

HFTHFTAT. 

PI. XXI. 9. 

233 

57-3 


As no. 229 above, but 4iJl 

As no, 229 above, but mint 


3-71 

1-3 

correctly written in the 
marginal legend. 

Year 78 (AM.) 

and date as on no. 232 
above ; no marginal addi- 
tions. 

i PL XXL 10. 

234 

53-9 

M 

As above, but pellet over 

As above, but date 


3-49 

1.2 

r. shoulder. 

hshthpt(at) 

235 

41-4 

2-68 

M, 

1-05 

1 

As above [clipped]. 

Year 79 (a.h.) 

As above, but date more 
; completely written 

1 hshthpta(t) 

! P1.XXI*1L 

236 

55-9 

M 

As no. 233 above [die 

As no. 233 above ; date 


3-62 

1-25 

broken across face and 
name-legend]. 

NAVHPTAT 

i PL XXI. 12- 

Th. 16 

40-7 

M 

As above, but breast- 

As above; date naveftat; 


2-64 

1*05 

ornament 0 ; no pellet 
over r. shoulder; name- 
legend in Pehlevi 
amo* J-iW HAKAK I- 

■ ^yUSFA(N) {sic)\ 

margin 

^ :: 4i)l 

[clipped]. 1 

■ 

no pellet r. of mint-signa- 
ture; margin ^ 

PI. xxn. 1. 


231. Prof. Ernst Herzfeld presented 1936. Of. Nutzel^ no. 192, PL III. 

232. 0. Clarke 1876. 

233. L. A. Lawrence, Esq. presented 1930. CL Niltzelt no. 193, PL III. 
236. Count de Sails (ex Ismail Pasha*s Collection) presented 1862. 

236. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

Th. 16. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 
' Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

:■ 'Y37 ' 

57-7 

3^74 

M 

1-2 

As above, but name-legend 
in Arabic as on no. 229 
above; margin 

As above. 




vj/ •*) ^ •• 4l)l (*• 

PI. XXII. 2. 




Year SO {a.b,) ? 


Do. 6 



Dorn {Melanges, ii, p. 261, no. 8) mentions a coin of this 
mint and date, but as Markoff {Monnaies Arsacides, &c., 
p. 132) has no mention of it Dorn’s assertion lacks con- 
firmation. 




Year 81 (a.h.) 


Th. 17 

50-5 

3-27 

M 

1*2 

As no. 237 above, but 
margin 

ixaMjd^ ^>j 4111 ^ 

As no. 237 above, but 
pellet r. of mint-signature ; 
date ayuhshtat; no pellets 
in margin. 

PL XXII. 3. 




Year 83 (a.h.) 


238 

55-6 

3-60 

M 

1-2 

As no. 237 above, but 
additional small crescent 
over r. shoulder [surface 
scored]. 

As no. 237 above, but 
pellet r. of mint-signature; 
date shshtat; no addi- 
tional pellets in margin. 

PL XXII. 4. 

239 

59-6 

3-86 

M 

h2 

As above, but some of 
pellets in margin indistinct. 

As above. 

240 

60-2 

3-90 

M 

1-25 

As above, but no crescent 
over r. shoulder ; pellet 
under of name- 

legend ; margin 

As above, but no pellet r. 
of mint-signature; pellet 
in third quarter. 

PLXXn«5^^^ 


237. Claude Stewart 1848. 

Th. 17. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 

238. K. Payne Knight presented 1824. 

239. J. R. Steuart Collection 1846 = Thomas 1850, p. 314, no. 49). 

240. J. R. Steuart Collection 1846 — Thomas O'Hd., no. 50). 



UMAIYAD ..'GOVERNORS 


1.21 


^No. . ' Wt. . 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

: Reverse 



Uncertain Mint 



Year 7S (a.h.) 


B. 38 62-2 

M 

As no. 229 above, but 

As no. 229 above, but 

4-03 

1-25 

breast-ornament 0 and 

mint-signature no. 54 



margin 

(with pellet r. and L) — 



^ V C* 'lUl ^ 

TART? ; date written thus: 



iij % ^ jt 

hshthtta(t); margin 




in third quarter only. 



pellet 1. and r. of wings of 




head-dress [holed top and 




bottom]. 

PI. XXI. 7. 



Year (a.h.) 


Flag. 1 

JR 

As no. 237 above [bottom 

As no. 237 above, but 


1-25 

of margin cut off]. 

mint-signature no. 54? 




(with pellet r. and l.) = 




TART (?) ; date hshtat ; 




no pellets in margin. 




PI. xxxvn. 3. 



Uncertain Governors 



(a) 'Abdallah ibn al-Harith (?) 




{ 4l)i Jf’) 



' Sistan 



Year 66 {am.) 


241 30-1 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

1-95 

0*9 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 



shoulder ; name-legend 

signature no. 52 = sk ; 



partly obliterated by 

date ^t(^)^ST. 



countermark no. 11 




OM APDULA I- 




P J-n. hri . . . . . 




[margin has been com- 




pleteiy cut off]. 

PI. xxxvn. 4. 


B. 38. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {NMzel, no. 195). Of. ANS. 15 and 16 above. 
Flag. 1. Convent of the Flagellation, Jerusalem. 

241. India Office Collection presented 1882. The attribution is discussed in the note at 
the end. 
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No.' ■ 


Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

I ■ 

Reverse 




(b) Aslam ....(?) 




{ 





Al-Raiy 




Year67{A.H.) 


Gam. 

43*0 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

■u 

2-78 

0*95 

small crescent over 1. 

and attendants ; mint- 




shoulder; breast-ornament 

signature no. 48 = rd ; 




; ear-ring ; name- 

legend 

date HPTSHST, 




-tS ^ I' 

suphan(?) 





[margin completely cut 
off; remains of counter- 
mark on r.]. 

PI. XXXVII. 5. 




(c) Kahtan (?) 




Herat 




Year 67 (a.h.) 


Cam. 

64-0 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; i 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

15 

4-15 ; 

1-3 

small crescent and fillet 1 

and attendants ; mint- 




over 1. shoulder ; breast- i 

signature no. 24a = HRA; 




ornament ; name- 

date, written defectively, 




legend 

= hf(t)sh(s)t 




margin 4 DI 

margin * 




Countermark no. 14 in 
first quarter. 

PI. XXXVII. 6. 




(d)... 

...(?) 




Ardashir-Khurra 




Year 69 (a.h.) 





The sole authority for this mint and date is Mordtmann 
{Z.D,M,G,, 1854, p. 170, no. 864). The coin was in his 




own collection. The following is its description based 


Cam. 14, 15. Ktzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. M. 53. See note at end. 
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j 


' No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




on what Mordtmann wrote in 1854 and on liis engravinpj 
of the obverse later in 1880 {Z.B.M.G., p. 155) : 




Usual Sassanian bust; no 
crescent or fillet over L 
shoulder; breast*ornament 
; legend in the field 

margin 

*) 41) ':^1 ^'y'?4iii 

(i.e. in Allah’s name : there ; 
is no Tudgement except 
Allah’s). i 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint- 
signature no. 9 or 9a= 
ART ; elate = nvshst , 




Year 75 (a.h.) 


T. 18 



The first coin with this puzzling obverse legend to be 
published was by Thomas (J.R.A,S., 1850, p. 320, 
no. 67). It was in the collection of Mr. Bland. The 
following are the details which may be deduced from 
Thomas’s description : 


i 


As M. 53 above, but legend 
in field 

margin 4)1 ^ (am). 

As M. 53 above, but date 

PNJHFTAT. 




(e) 'AM al-Ralim§,n ibn 'AbdaEah 




(M Jf 

mAaC') 




Ardashir-Khurra 

Year 73 (A.H.) 

M. 54 



The sole authority for this attribution is Mordtmann 
1865, pp. 472-3, no. 163; 1879, p. 10^ The 
coin, badly clipped, was in the Sublii Pasha Collection. 

Only part of the name-legend was visible i.e. 

rman) presumably the remains of the name *Abd al- 
Rahman (of. I. 50, p. 117 above). The mint-signature 
w^as no. 9 = ART (read by Mordtmann as ut) and the date 
was siHFTAT, Unfortunately the coin, or what remained 
of it, was not reproduced. 



UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


Metal 

No. Wt. Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


A^arbaijan ? 


Th. 18 


Usual Sassanian bust ; 
fillet over 1. shoulder; 
name -legend 

apuehman 

|nitiiiiinA* f i f -*^_jl* I-APPLAAN 

margin -I?' ^dll 
[margin clipped at bottom]. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; on r. 
downwards k k 1*^ = ? ; 

1. downwards mint-signa- 
ture no. 106= atea(?). 

PL XXXYII. 7. 


B. 39 47*7 M 

S-09 M 


(f) Muhammad 


Year 40? 

Usual Sassanian bust, but Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
smaller in scale ; crescent and attendants (but head- 
and traces of fillet (?) over dresses of different shape) ; 
1. shoulder ; name-legend mint-signature no. 57 6 = 


Zaranj 


mhmt: 

margin : ^ (?) 


ZE ; date ? perhaps .Xvc = 
JHL i.e. 40. 

PI. XXXVIL 8. 


E. Anonymous Type 
Bronze 
(dated) 




Th. 18. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 

B. 39. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nilizdt no, 93, PL II). 



UMAIYAD GOVERNORS 


■125' 


Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

: K.everse 



Darabjird 

Year 68 (a.h.) 

54-1 

3-51 

M 

0-85 

Usual Sassanian bust, 
similar in style to no. 108 
above, but hair outlined 
differently; in field r. in 
place of name-legend the 
Pehlevi word afzut ; be- 
hind the head oi)H 

only; margin almost obli- 
terated but traces of 

41)1 

[cleft at top]. 

Sassanian fire-altar ' with- 
out attendants ; pellet on 
each side; mint-signature 
no. 17 = da; date 
hshtshst: 

margin in Pehlevi and 
Arabic: ^ 

(i.e. May he increase ; 
blessing !). 







Fig. 7. 


58-3 

3-78 

M 

0-85 

As above, but countermark 
no. 36 in first quarter in- 
verted. 

As above, but badly obli- 
terated in places. 



F. Barbarous Imitatiojis 



Uncertain Mint 

Year? ... 

50-7 

3-29 

JR 

1-3 

Barbarous imitation of 
usual Sassanian bust to r. ; 
name-legend 

for HUSBtn ? 

— Ulxu • 

margin ^ j ^ 4) 1 

no trace of star and cres- 
cent on 1 of margin [edge 
broken r.]. 

Barbarous imitation of 
usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; no star 
or crescent 1. or r. of 
flames ; mint-signature 

no. 52 6 = ? SK ; date 
= HFT ...(?) 

PL XXXVIL 9. 


No, 


242 
(Kg. 6) 


243 
(Mg. 7) 


244 


242, 243- W. Edwards 1848. 

244. Capt. G. B. Oldfield presented 1890. 
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No. : 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Zaranj 

Year ? 

245 

58-8 

3-81 

JR 

1-2 

Barbarous imitatiou simi- 
lar in execution to no. 244 
above; name-legend 

for HUSRTJi only; 

margin 

(i.e. In Allah’s name 
minted in Zaranj). 

Barbarous imitation simi- 
lar to no. 244 above ; date 
reduced to = h. 

' PL XXXVII. 10. 


245. Mavhew, Salmon, and Whiting 1878. The Pehlevi mint-signature on both these 
coins appears to be SK and may be the initial letters of the Pehlevi form of Sistan of which 
province Zaranj was the capital. 


(127) 


No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse . 




II. ARAB-EPHTHALITE COINS 




(i) Rabr ibn ZiyM (?) 




u! 




Uncertain Mint 




Year 39 y.e. = a.h. 50151 


ANS. 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

1 Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

17 


l-l 

crescent or fillet over L 

i and attendants ; mint-sig- 




shoulder ; breast-ornament 

1 nature no. 63 ==:apnukan(?); 




0; name-legend ? in Eph- 

date r=: KVSH ; mar-' 




tlialite script upwards 

ginal legend partly in 





Pehlevi and partly in Eph- 




*31 o <a o 

thalite script, beginning 




margin, in Kufic script 

top 1. and reading counter- 
clockwise : 




** 





(i.e. Blessing in Allah’s 





name); countermark no. 17 

additional outer circle, 




over star and crescent on 

traces of which are visible 




1. of margin [coin cracked 

on T 




across the middle]. 

PI. xxxvm. 1 . 




(ii) 'Abdallah 

ibn Khazim (?) 



' 

u> 

S\ JL^) 




Khurasan? 




Fear 63 (a.h.) 


246 

57-5 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust; no 

Usual Sassanian fire- altar 


3^73 

1-25 

crescent or fillet over 1. 

and attendants; mint- 




shoulder ; name-legend ? in 

signature no. 25 on L = 




Ephthalite script upwards: 

HUB A ; date on r. wium'j.* = 




ofcQo 

sshst: ; marginal legend 





partly in Pehlevi and 




inn ‘ 

partly in Ephthalite script 





beginning at top r. and 




4)1 ^ 

reading clockwise : 




# • |A- (* <? 





o/tKi/efcJO* *) 





all enclosed within addi- 





tional outer circle. 




. 

PI. xxn. 6. 


ANS. 17. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
246. Claude Steiiart 1848. 
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ARAB-EPHTHALITE COINS 


■ No.: 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

' Reverse 

ETN. 

20 


M 

I ‘3 

As no. 246 above, but 
marginal legend in third 
quarter [re- 

mains of mounting at- 
tached on 1.]. 

As no. 246 above [re- 
mains of mounting at- 
tached top 1.]. 

PL XXXVIII, 2. 

247 

58-1 

3-76 

7^ 

1-26 

Year 68 (a.h.). 

As no. 246 above, but 
ear-ring and marginal 

legend in third quarter 
rtfU [slightly 

double-struck in second 
quarter]. 

As no. 246 above, but 
marginal legend differently 
disposed 

date 

~ HSHTSH(ST). 

FL XXII. 7. 

248 

57-7 

3-74 

1-25 

As above [but no double- 
striking]. 

As above. 

■ 

249 

57-5 

3-73 

M 

1-26 

As above, but marginal 
legend as on no. 246. > 

As above, but double pel- 
lets 1. and r. of 

PL XXII. 8. 

Ox. 7 

57-7 

3-74 

M 

1-3 

! 

1 

As above, but ear-ring as 
on no. 246 above; mar- 
ginal legend in third 
quarter 

As no. 247 above. 

PI. XXXVIIL 3, 

Ox. 8 

57-1 

3-70 

■ '■ 

JR 

1.3 

As above, but marginal 
legend in third quarter as 
on ETN. 20. 

As above, but marginal 
legend as on no. 246 above; 
date reduced to hsht: 
simply. 

PL XXXVIIL 4. 


EXN. 20. E. T. Newell Collection (ex Col. Biddulph Collection) New York. 

247. Eden Collection 1853. 

248. Cimningham Collection 1894. 

Ox. 7, 8. Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
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, No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 69 (a.h.) 


250 

■58*5 

M 

1-25 

As no. 246, but marginal 
legend in third quarter 
AFZUT GDH 

As no. 249, but mint- 
signature no. 25 r/. ; date 

= NVSnST. 

PL XXII 9, 

251 

58-8 

M 

1-3 

As above. 

As above. 

252 

58*9 

M 

1.35 

As above. 

As above. 

253 

58-8 

Al 

1.25 

As above, but ear-ring and 
marginal legend in third 
quarter as on no, 249 
above. 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture as on no. 249 above; 
date written thus : 

= NVHSHS(t) 




Merv 

Year 69 (a.h.) 

254 

57-4 

z-n 

M 

1-3 

As above, but margin 

:*/!?>•: 4151 ^ 

countermark no. 34 in first 
quarter. 

.1 

i 

As above, but mint-signa- 
ture no. 41 a = MRW on r. ; 
date on 1. 

= nvhshst:, ■ 
marginal legend in Eph- 
thalite script in fourth 
quarter only. 

PL xxn, 10 * 


250. East India Company 1845. 

251. India Office Collection presented 1882. 

252. 253. Cunningham Collection 1894. 

254. India Office Collection presented 1882. 


K 
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No. ■ 


Metal 



Wt. , 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




III. THE 'ABBlSID GOVERNORS IN 




TABARISTlN 




PeOTOTYFE CoiNAGfE OF THE ISPAHBADS 




EarMaw (a.h. 93-110 = A.D. 711-28) 

a' 

32-1 

M 

Sassanian bust facing r. 

Sassanian fiire- altar and 


2M 

.95 

after tbe style of Khusrau 

two attendants ; the head- 




II ; breast-ornament /. ; 

dress of each is conical in 




above r. shoulder a small 

shape with flaps drooping 




fillet and a rosette, the 

on each side; small star 1. 




latter being instead of the 

and small crescent r. of 




usual bunched hair at the 
back of the head ; above 1. 

flames respectively ; r. 
downwards in Pehlevi the 




shoulder small crescent and 

mint-name no. 55 = tpur- 




fillet ; 1. of winged crown 

stan (i.e. Tabaristan); 1. 




in field a small star ; r. 

downwards in Pehlevi the 




a small star and crescent; 

date z=:otst: (i.e. 




in field 1. downwards in 

60 P.-F.E. = a.h. 93) ; all 




Pehlevi 

within triple circle of dots ; 




GDH 

margin divided into four 




DKCM AFZUT 

quarters as on obverse, but 




in field r. downwards in 
Pehlevi name-legend 

each quarter is further 
subdivided by a triangle 
of dots 




iHsJcv' fb-hn: 




all within double circle of 





dots; margin divided into 
four quarters by star and 
crescent, top, bottom, 
right, and left. 

PLXXIILa/ 


30-1 


As above, but the name of 

As above, but date 


1-95 

•95 

the Ispahbad is written in 

pnjhptat: (i.e. 75 p.*f.k 




a more archaic form 

== A.H. 108). 




FEHNAN 





fillet on L shoulder missing, 
and margin has 





(apd i.e. excellent) in 
second quarter and H V f 
(nvk: i.e. good) in third 
quarter respectively; inner 





circle interrupted at top r. 
and 1, [holed at top 1.]. 



a, b, c, d. All these representative specimens of the prototype coinage are in the British 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Rcvci’se 




Dat-hufj-mihr (a.h. 110-23 

~ A.7X 728-40) 

c 

30-5 

M 

As above, but small star 

As above, but head-dress 


M8 

•9 

and crescent 1. of crown; 

of attendants is flat with 




no star and crescent r. 

up- turned edges and a 




of crown ; name of the 

small crescent on top ; 




Ispahbad 

date 




= BATBUR JMTN 

=:SnSHHOTTAT 




margin afb only. 

(i.e. 86 p.-r.H. = a.h. 120). 





PL XXIII. c. 




KhurslM (a.h. 123-44 = a,d. 740-61) 

d 

28*6 

M 

As above, but small star 1. 

As above, but date 


L85 

•95 

and small star and crescent 
with pellet r. of crown; 
breast-ornament name 

of Ispahbad 

»pti = NVT: 

(i.e. 90 /vr.H. = a.h. 124). 




= hurotit: 

PL XXIII. d. 




A. Posthumous Coinage of Khur^ld under the 




Arabs 




110-14 = A.H. 

144-8 = a.b. 761-5 




Year 110 = a.h. 144 


255 

30.2 

M 

As the foregoing prototype 

As above, but small stai 


L96 

.95 

d, but broad face; small 
pellet 1. and r. of crown. 

r, and small crescent 1. of 
flames; date 




best: 





PL xxm. 1. 




Year 111 = a.h. 145 


256 

29.8 

M 

As prototype d above : 

As above, but small star 


M3 

.95 

[holed at bottom r,]. 

(almost a pellet) r. and L 
of flames ; date 

yajdhst: 

[worn in places]. 





PL XXIII 2. 


Museum. I hope in the near future to publish an article on the coins of the Ispalibads in 
which I shall take the opportunity to maintain the above classification which has been disputed 
by XJnvala {Numismatique du Tabetristan, pp, 7-8)* 

255. L. A. Lawrence, Esq,, presented 1935. 

256. Lady Pears presented 1936. 
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■ . m. 

Wt. ■ 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Beverse 

257 

27-7 

•1-79 

JR 

■95 

As no. 255 [cut at top r.]. 

As above. 

PI. xxm. 3. 

I 

Th. 19 

CO 

JR 

•95 

As above [but double- 
struck]. 

... ; 

As above, but date 

= ayukdhst: 

with the letter (p) in 

front. 

FL XXIIL 4. 




Year 112 = a.h. 146 


U. 1 


JR 

•95 

As above, but clearer. 

■ 

As above, but date written 
defectively 

= duvajd(h)st 




Year 113 = a.h. U7 


To. 3 



Tomberg {Symbolae, iii, pp. 25-6, no. 65 = Unvala, 
no. 860) describes a coin of Khursbid with this date 
siJBHST. Unfortunately it was not illustrated so that 
the reading might be checked. In the Johnston Sale 
Catalogue (Sotheby, July, 1906, p. 13, no. 132) there is 
mention of a specimen of this date, but little reliance 
can be placed on this statement. 




1 

Year 114= AM. 148 


258 

23-0 

1-49 

M 

.9 

As no. 257 above. j 

As no. 257 above, but date 

lUAWaUj^c. = ^HARDHST: 

FL XXIIL 5. 




Year 115 = a.h. 149 


:u:;2 



There is a coin in the Philip Thorburn Collection, 
London, and another in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, 
with an unusual date which Unvala (nos. 873, 874) 
interprets as the year 115. With this I feel disposed to 
differ and have read the date as 111. (See note to 
Th. 19 at end.) 




Year 120 ^ 155 


Zana., '2 



Zambaur (ifoXZctobn Windisch-Grdtz, p. 9, no. 8) records 
a coin of Khurshld of this year. He has almost certainly 
misread the date. 


257. L. A. Lawrence, Esq., presented 1935. 

Th. 19. Philip Thorburn Collection, London. 

U. 1. J. M. Unvala Collection (now in the K. B. Cama Oriental Institute, Bombay). 
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No. 


Zuk 2 


Z. 4 


259 


Wt. 


24-6 

M9 


28-8 

U7 


Metal 

Size 


M 

•85 


M 

.9 


Obverse 


Reverse 


B. Coins with the names of \4bbasid Governors 
■ (i) KhMid ibn Barmak ' 

Year 116 =A,u. 150 

There is a coin with the name of this governor in Pehlevi 
characters of this date recorded by Prince Gagarin e 
{Lettre a M. F. Soret, 1862, p. 8, no. 1), who, however, 
dirl not substantiate his reading by means of an illustra- 
tion. Unvala records two examples which he has himself 
seen : (1) (no. 875) in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, on 
which the date appears normally as = 

SHSHDHST, and (2) (no. 876) in the Stockholm Museum., 
on which the date has the exceptional form 
which he transliterates as §una5dah-sat (i.e. shunaIdhst 
according to my skeleton transliteration). While not 
altogether happy about this explanation, I think the 
specimen in the Zubov Collection settles the matter 
of the date, which is unmistakable. In the Istanbul 
Museum I recently saw two specimens with date similar 
to that on the Stockholm coin recorded by Unvala. If 
the interpretation given by him is not correct I can only 
suggest that it is the date 119 (KUi"44Mti nvajdhst) 
with an additional letter sh at the beginning. 

Cf. the note at end to Th. 19 above for what may be 
a parallel case. 


Fear 117 = A.H. 151 

Usual Sassanian bust ; no 
crescent over L shoulder ; 
breast- ornament ; smal 1 
star r. and 1. of crown ; 
name-legend 

HAUIT 

margin _ .3 oa/ afd in 
second quarter [break in 
margin r.]. 

Year 11<§ == a.h, 152 : 

As Z. 4 above, but small 
star and crescent r. of 
crown. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; mint-sig- 
nature no. 55 = TPtJRSTAN 
(i.e. Tabaristan) ; date 
™ HPTDHST 
margin as on prototypes. 

PL xxra. 6. 


As Z. 4 above, but date 

== HSHTDHST 

PL xxra. 7. 


Z. 4. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 


259. I. G. Taylor presented 1865. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

260 : 

.31-2 

M 


2-02 

. .95 

Zub. 3 



261 

27«1 ' 

M 


1-76 

•95 

.".262 ■: 

22-8 

M 


1-48 

•9 

■ ■Km. 


JR, 1 

IS/"' 


: .9 i 


Obverse 


•Keverse 


Year 11^ = a.h. 153 j 4 

As 7m 4 above [slightly 
doiible-struckl. 


As above, bat date 

= nvajdhst: 

PL XXIIL 8. 


Year 120 — AM. 155 

The only known specimen of a coin of Khalid with this 
date is recorded by Unvala (no. 899) as being in the 
Zabov Collection, Moscow. He gives the date-legend 
as iXS^JivisgLif ..== vistst: ■ , 


(ii) 'Umar ibn al-*Ala 

(%i\ (jJ 

(a) With name in Pehlevi 
Year 120 == 155 


As no. 259 above, but 
name-legend 

aumr: 


Year 121 = a.h. 156 

As no. 261 above [pierced 
r.l 


Year 123 :=:^ AM. 158 

As no. 262 above, but 
tnargin has additional 
legend in third quarter 
iaLw (inverted) [pierced 
on L], 


As no. 259 above, but date 
' = vistst: 

small star r. and small 
crescent 1. of flames re- 
spectively. 

PL XXin. 9. 


As no. 261, but small star 
instead of crescent 1. of 
flames; date 

= AYUKVISTST 

small pellet over p of 
mint-name. 

PL XXIIL 10. 


As no. 262 above, but 
small star 1. and small 
crescent r. of flames clearly 
visible ; date 

= SIVISTST 

no pellet over mint-name. 

PL XXIY. L 


260. Lt. Col. Claude Stewart. 

262. Br. C. Davies Sherbora presented. 1936. ' 

ANS. 18. American Numismatic Society GpHection, New York. 


261. J. K. Steuart Collection 1846. 
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No.' . 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

, .Reverse 




Year 124 ~ a.h. 159 


263 

27-7 

1-79 

M 

•9 

As above, but small star 
instead of star and crescent 
r. of crown [break in die 
has made a flaw in neck]. 

As above, but date 

= JHARVISTST 

PI. XXI?, 2. 

264 

26-1 

1-69 

M 

•95 

As above [die variety]. 

As above, but pellet over 
i» of mint-name. 

PL XXIV. 3. 

265 

28-7 

l-8(> 

M 

•95 

As above [die variety]. 

As above [die variety]. 




Year 125 = a.h. 160 


M. 55 



No specimen of this date has so far been illustrated. 
Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 488, no. 88) records one 
with marginal legend as on no. 263, and with date 
PNJViSTST. Stickel {Handbuch, ii, p, 1 12, no. 64) describes 
one on which the date had the form 

This latter resembles the one in the Ermitage, Leningrad, 
recorded by Unvala (no. 949). The latter also saw 
a specimen in the Zubov Collection, Moscow (no. 948). 
An example is mentioned, but without illustration, in 
Fraehn’s Catalogue of the Sprewitz Collection (no. 747), 
and another is very unsatisfactorily described by Markoff 
{Monnaies Arsacides, p. 125, no. 15) and incorrectly 
repeated as to the marginal legend by IJnvala (no. 2035). 
See also Dorn, ii, p. 260, 




Year 126 = am . 161 


To. 4 



The sole authority known to me for this year is Tornberg 
{Symholae, iih-p. 26, no. 67). The coin is said to be in 
the XIpsala Cabinet. It has never, however, been re- 
produced. Unvala (no. 950) refers only to Tornberg’s 
MS. Cat., ii, p. 46, no. 9, but I have been unable to 
verify this. Apparently Unvala himself has never seen 
the coin, since he does not provide his customary tran- 
scription of the date, Gf. note to no. 261 above. 


263. Bast India Company 1845. 264. Eden Collection 1863. 

265. Paimer-Smith 1938. V 
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• No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

, , .Reverse, , 




Year 127 = a.h. 162 


P. 6 

!, 


Lavoix (no. 153) records a coin of this date in Paris, 
but an examination of a cast of the coin kindly sent me 
by M. Jean Babelon shows that the date is really 121 
as on no. 262 above. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, 
p, 110, no, 6) and Dorn (Melanges, vi, p. 680, no, 4) 
recorded examples of this date. Unvala (no. 952) gives 
some details of a specimen in his own collection. Un- 
fortunately no example has been illustrated to admit of 
verification. 


B. 40 i 31'0 

; 2m 


M 

•95 



(b) With name in Pehlevi and Arahic 


Year 125 = a.h. 160 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
breast - ornament ^ ; 
name-legend 

AXJMEBNAALA 

margin in Kufic script, be- 
ginning in third quarter 
and running counter-clock- 
wise into the second quar- 
ter : 'M\\ Qj ; third 
outer circle. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; pellet over 
s of mint-name ; date 

= PNJVISTST 

in each quarter instead of 
triangle of dots a fieur-de- 
lys ; third outer circle. 


PL XXX¥IIL 5. 


L 51 


(c) With name in Arahic 
Year 118 ^ KM. 152 

The two coins in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, nos. 
912, 913) have been attributed -wrongly to this year as 
HSTDHST, whereas I have found on examination they 
are really of the year 122 (vistdust). There is no coin 
with 'Umar’s name earlier than 120. 

Year 120 am. 155 


Zub. 4 


The coin published by Fraehn (Die Milnzen der Chan 
voni Ulus DscJmtschds, St, Petersburg, 1832, pp, 63~4, 
PL XVI) and ascribed to this year ought really to be 
ascribed to 129, as can be verified by a study of the 
Xdate. Olshausen (p. 29) considered the Pehlevi legend 


B. 40. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (NMzel, no. 215, PL III). 
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,, „ ,No. , 

wt. ■ 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

•Beverse 




peculiar. In a similar way the coin in the Istanbul 
Museum {Catalogue, no. 19) attributed to this year is 
really 122, as I have certified by an examination of the 
coin itself. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.(t., 1879,p. 110), without 
any descriptive detail, mentioned a coin of this year 
with the name of the governor written in Kufic script, 
but unfortunately he did not reproduce it. ^ Unvala 
{no. 955) records one as having been seen by him in the 
Zubov Collection, Moscow. 

ETN. 

21 


M .. 

•95 

Year 121 = a.h. 156 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent over 1. 
shoulder; breast-ornament 
; name-legend in Kufic 
script 'umar; margin 

a QM AFD in second 
quarter [holed at bottom]. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; traces of 
pellet over f of mint- 
name ; date 

==,AyUKVISTST 

PL XXIV. 4. 

266 

28-5 

M5 

M 

1 

Year 122 = a.h. 157 

As ETN. 21 above, but 
margin as on no. 263 
above. 

As ETN. 21 above, but 
no pellet over mint-name ; 
date 

, ijeu^Hia*A/i==, visthust: 

PL XXIV. 5. 

B. 41 

27.0 

h75 

M 

1 

Year 123 = kM. 158 

As above [holed]. 

As above, but date 

= smsTST 

267 

27-9 

h8i 

.95 

Year 124- a.h. 159 

As no. 266 above [traces 
of mounting at top]. 

As no. 266 above, but date 
= Jharvistst 

PL XXIV. 6. 

B. 42 

29.1 

h89 

.9 

Year 125 = a.h. 

As above. 

As above ; date pnjvistst. 


BTN. 21. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 

B 41. Kaiser Eriedrich Museum, Berlin (mted, no. 2 -). 

?67 count de Sails (ex Ismail Pasha Collect on presented 1862. 
B. 42. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (NtoZ, no. 214). 
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No,' 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


I 52 


268 


29-9 

im 


'269 


270 


294 

Ml 


28-5 

U5 


::27|.', 


•:264 

h7i 


M 

•9 


M 

•95 


M 

•95 


M 

‘95 


Year 126 = AM. 161 

The specimen of this type and date recorded in the 
Istanbul Museum Catalogue (no. 25) is really of the year 
129, as I was able to ascertain from an examination of 
the coin itself. In the Michael Sale Catalogue (Schulman, 
March, 1914, p. 27, no. 381) a coin said to be of this 
type and date is reported, but unfortunately not repro- 
duced. The Da Cunha Catalogue (Pt. i, p. 19, no. 399) 
contains another attributed to this year, but as again 
the coin is not reproduced, and moreover this is not 
a very reliable source, I hesitate to place any credence 
in it. Unvala has no references to such a date. 


Year 127 == a.h. 162 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 
small crescent and fillet 
over 1. shoulder; small 
star L and r. of crown, and 
on crown 1. and r. small 
pellet in circle; breast- 
ornament ® ; name-legend 
in Kulic 'umar; margin 

ard; nvak 


As above [but clearer in 
a few places]. 


As above, but legend in 
third quarter tiGI [dam- 
aged at top r. by having 
been mounted]. 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; pellet over 
s of mint-name ; date 

= hftvistst: 


PL XXIV. 7. 


As above. 


As above. 


PL XXIV. 8. 


Year 128 = am. 163 

As no, 268 above, but | As no. 268 above, but date 


breast-ornament missing. 




, ■ , RSHTVISTST' 

PL XXIV. 9. 


269. MkS'i K. ,M."PaMer.Smith„ 1938.: ■ : 

270, 271. R. Payne Knight presented 1824. 
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1 

No. 

•Wt. 

Metal 
. Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

^ 272 

27-7 

1-79 

M 

•9 

As above, but with breast- 
ornament as on no. 263 
above. 

As above. 

PL XXIV. 10. 

273 

28-9 

1-87 

M 

.95 

As above. 

As above. 

PL XXIV. 11. 

274 

28-5 

1-85 

M 

.95 

As above. 

As above [but date partly 
double-struck]. 

PL XXIV. 12, 




Year 129 = a.h. 164 


275 

27-2 

1-76 

M 

.9 

As above [edge cut on r. |. 

As above, but date 

r= NUVISTST . 

PL XXIV, 13. 

276 

29-7 

192 

M 

•95 

As above [holed at top r.]. 

As above, but pellet over 
second T of mint-name. 

PL XXXVIII. 6. 




(iii) Sa'id ibn Da'laj 








(a) With name Sa'id only 




Year 121 = AM. 156 


U. 3 


i 

1 

1 

ITnvala (no. 1161) records a coin of this year with the 
name-legend in Eufic Ba'ld, His transcription of 

the date is thus : which he transliterates 

as evak-vist-sat(or according to my skeleton translitera- 
tion aykvistst). Apart from this isolated specimen the 
earliest coin of this governor is dated 125, and as there 
is no historical record that he governed Tabaristan at 
any previous date, the interpretation is very surprising. 
Taqizadeh 1938, p. 921, footnote 1) has com- 

mented on the lack of historical confirmation of Unvala’s 


272. ,,R. Bayne Knight presented 1S24, . . ' . 

273. Marsden Collection presented 1 834:. 

274. Br. I. Pietraszewski {Sothehyy April, 1853). 

275. L. Strange 1841. 276. Bpink 1938 {Num. Circ., 1935, col. 434). 
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■■'No. 

'■ -wt... 

Metal 

1 ■Size 

Obverse 

.Reverse 



■■ 

!•■ : 

1 

date. If we compare the date-legend with that on coins 
of 126, which is a common year for the coins of this 
governor, the similarity suggests that it is more than 
probably a defective spelling of the latter date, which 
is sometimes written shshvistst. To 

this date, therefore, I am inclined to attribute it, the 
more so as the marginal lege.nd in the second quarter 
is which to my certain knowledge— discounting 

the apparent exceptions in Unvala’s nos. 969 and 972 
which I have already proved to be due to a mistake on 
the part of Thomas (see note to no. 266) — does not 
appear on any certain example before the year 125. 
Tile coin in question is in Stockholm — one of the nii- 
ineroiis examples from Swedish treasure trove. Unvala’s 
reference is to the Stockholm Inventory no. 8132. 




Ymr 125 = a.h. 160 


' 277 

i 

00 

CM 

•95 

Usual Sassanian bust as 
on no. 268 above, but 1. 
and r. of crown pellet with- 
out circle ; no fillet over 1. 
shoulder; name-legend in 
Kufic script JUu^ saId ; 
in margin the legend in 
third quarter, as on no. 270. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants as on no. 
268 above; pellet only r. 
of flames ; no pellet over 
mint-name ; date 

PNJVISTST 

PLXXXVIH. 7. 

ANS. 

19 


•95 

As above, but small star 
and crescent r. of crown. 

' 

As above, but usual small 
star 1. and crescent r, of 
flames. 

PL XXIV, 11 




Year 126 = a.h. 161 


00 

28-9 

1-87 

M 

•95 

xis no. 277 above, but 
small crescent and star r. 
of crown. 

As no. 277 above, but 
small star 1. and crescent 
r. of flames ; date 

= SHSHVISTST 

PL XXIV. 15. 

279 

29-6 

1-92 

M 

•95 

As above. 

As above. 

PL XXIV. 16. 


277. Spink 1938. ANS. 19, American Numismatic Society Collection. 

278. Marsden Collection presented 1834. 

279. Sir B. Grant Duff, K.C.M.G., presented 1917. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Keversp 

280 

27-7 

1-79 

iR 

•96 

As above, but small star r. 
of crown [marginal legend 
partly obliterated in third 
quarter]. 

As above, but small star r. 
and small crescent I. of 
flames. 

PL XXIV. 17, 

281 

31-7 

2-05 

M 

■9 

As no. 278 above [holed 
at bottom]. 

. 

As above. 

PL XXXVIIL 8. 




Year 127 = AM, 162 


" 282 

29-2 

1-S9 

M ■ 

.9 

As no. 281 above [cor- 
roded at bottom]. 

As no. 278 above, but date 

= HFTVISTST 

PL XXV. L 

283 

28.1 

L82 

M 

•9 

As above [but more worn ; 
part of marginal legend ob- 
literated in third quarter]. 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ , ' 

As above. 

PL XXV. 2. 




Year 128 ~ a.h. 163 


P. 7 



The coin in the Paris Cabinet (Lavoix^ no. 155) which 
is ascribed to this year is really dated 126. Mordtinann 
(Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 176, no. 8*96) records a coin of this 
date in the Ismail Pasha Collection. If this was the 
case then it was not one of those that found their way 
into the British Museum through the generosity of 
Count de Salis, who purchased the Ismail Pasha coins. 
Thomas {J,R,A.S,, 1871, p. 457) mentions this date also 
amongst the coins of SaTd, but he may only be repeating 
the statement of Mordtmann. The coin in the Istanbul 
Museum {Catalogue, no. 29) which is attributed to this 
date, I have found on examination to be really 126. 
Dr. tin val a, however, reports two examples of this date 
(nos. 1257, 1258), one in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, 
and another in Stockholm. Unfortunately, beyond a 
transcription of the date and one or two other details 
given by IJnvala, no specimen of this rare date has been 
illustrated. His citation from Markoi (no. 2055) of 
a coin of this date is due to misquotation, see above 
AN8. 19 note at end. XXV. S. 


28L Spink 1938. 

283. Dr. I. Pietraszewski {Sotheby, April, 1853). 
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Ho. 


Wt. 


Metal 
Size " 


Year 129 


Obverse ' / , , Reverse 


= A.H. 164 


U. 4 


Uiivala (no. 1259) records an example of this year in the 
Istanbul Museum from a cast with which I supplied Mm. 
Unfortunately there was a mistake in the casting at the 
Istanbul Museum, and the reverse of a coin of Yahya 
(see below, I. 54) of this year was sent to me as a reverse 
of a coin of vSa'id. It was only when I had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the coins themselves some months 
ago that I was able to notice the confusion. 


U. 5' 


I. 63 


(b) With full name Said ibn Dalaj 
Year 125 = a.h. 160 


Unvala (no. 1260) wrongly attributes to Stickel {Hand- 
hucJi, ii, p. 114, no. 71) the description of a coin of this 
year with the governor’s name written in full. In 
reality Stickel’s coin is an ordinary coin of this year 
with the name Sa"id (cf. note to ANS.19 above), but he 
incidentally mentions that the coin recorded by SYaebn 
in IS2^ {Recensio, p. 4, no. 3), and overlooked by Mordt- 
mann, had also the additional name of ibn Da'laj. Fraehn 
did not record the Pehlevi date because Olshausen had 
not as yet deciphered the legends. So that there is no 
proof that the coin in question was of this date. All 
the certified examples in fact are of the following 
year 126. 


Year 126 = a.h. 161 


M 


Usual type, but name- | Usual type, 
legend in Kufic script I 

XifuM saId ibn '! 




:> ba'laj 


[holed and broken at side 
r. hand top and bottom]. 


I. 53. Istanbul Museum. 
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No. : 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 



Obverse 

Reverse 




(iv) Ya^iya 




Year 129 = a.h. 164 


I. 54 



Usual Sassanian bust as 

Usual ' Sassanian fire-altar 



.95 

on no. 268 above; small 

..and attendants as on no. 




star r. and 1. of crown ; 

268 above ; date 




small crescent and fillet 

= nuvistst 




over 1. shoulder; breast- 

small pellet over second T 




ornament ^ J name-legend 

of mint-name. 




in Kufic script yahya; 

margin 1 ^ Ur i ^ _ 3 qm 
ornamental flourish in first 
and fourth quarters. 

PL XXV. 4. 

C. 7 

29-1 


As above. 

As above. 


M8 

.95 

Year ISO = a.h. 165 

PL XXXVin. 9. 

0. 9 


M 

As above, but legend in 

As above, but date 



.95 

third quarter as on no. 270. 

sivst: 





with Pehlevi letter in front. 





PL XL. 9. 




(V) al-Harashi 




Year 131 = a.h. 166 


284 

26-4 

M ■ 

Usual Sassanian bust as 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

1-71 

.95 

on no. 268 above, but star 

and attendants as on no. 


only r. of crown ; no cres- 

268 above ; pellet 1. and r. 




cent over 1. shoulder, but 

of flames ; date 




traces of fillet ; breast- 
ornament *<5?* ; name- 
legend in Kufic script 

= AIYUKSTST 




harashi; margin 

PL XXV. 5. 




Mu-I C' 


I. 54. Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 33). 

C. 7. Copenhagen Museum {0strup, p. 9, no. 86). 

0. 0. Osman Andag Collection, Istanbul. 284. Anon, presented 1935. 




1 , 44 , 


'ABBlSID GOVEBNOBS 



Year 137 rr a.h. 172 


.'286: 

■ 29.5 ■ 
Ml 

•9 

As B. 43 above. 

As B. 43 above,, but date 
■ = hftsivst: 

PL XXY. 6. 


28-9 


„ 

As above [partly obscured 

As above [end of: mint- 


1-87 

•95 

on crown]. j 

■ ■ i 

name partly obscured], 

PL XX?. 7. 


B. 43. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (NUizel, no. 239). 

285. G. le {Strange 1881. 286. M, Jacques de Morgan j)resented 1920. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse . 

287 

25-9 

M 

As no. 285 above, but neck- 

As no. 285 above. 


1-68 

■ 9 

ornamentation ^ ; 





margin has 1 1 | in third 



, 


quarter [partly double- 
struck]. 

PI. XXV. 8. 




Year 138 - a.h. 173 


288 

37*0 

M 

As no. 285 above, but neck- 

As no. 285 above, but date 


2*39 

•95 

ornamentation 

% 

BUpatUlu, = HSHTSIVST 

PI. XXXVm. 10. 




(vii) Jarir {jj>r) 




Year 135 = a.h, 170 


Z. 5 

29-9 

JR 

Usual Sassanian bust as on 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


1*94 

•95 

no. 283 above, but breast- 

and attendants ; small star 




ornament name-legend 

1. and r. of flames ; date 




in Kufic script jarir ; 

iswiuurio' = pkjsivst: 




margin I H m 1 au 

PL XXV. 9. 




Year 136 AM. 171 


289 

28-1 

Al 

As above; no crescent over 

As above, but pellet 1. and 


h82 

1 

1. shoulder; breast-orna- 

r. of flames ; date 




ment *1* ; margin, however, 

= SHSHSIVST 




has 1 1 0 } in third quarter. 

PL XX?. 10. 




Year 137 ^ A.u. 172 


G. 8 

28-5 

M 

As above. 

As above, but date 


l*8r> 

1 


= HFTSIVST 





PI. xxxvin. 11. 


287. Mrs. Jacomb (General M. Clerk Golleetioii) 1920. 

288. Miss K. M. Palmer-Smith 1938. 

Z. 5. Philiy) Ziegler Collection, Manchester, 

289. G. C. Brown Douglas 1886. 

G. 8. Copenhagen Museum no. 82 ^ Vnvala, no. 1628). 

.L. ■. 
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'ABBlSID GOVERNORS 


Obverse 


Reverse 


M. 56: 


(viii) MaMd (*^) 

Year 136 = a.h. 171 

The sole authority for this date is Mordtmann (Z.DMXr., 
1879, p. Ill, no. 10). The coin was in his own cabinet. 
The only other specimen of Ma'add’s coinage known to 
him was a badly preserved one in St. Petersburg, which 
he expressly tells us (Z.jD.Jf.O/., 1865, p. 476, no. 191 ; 
see also Dorn, Melanges, iii, pp. 504-5) had a very 
uncertain {imsicher) date. In spite of this Unvala 
(no. 1531) classes it as belonging to this year. As for 
the other example Mordtmann describes it as follows : 


Legends 1. as usual ; r. 
ju* (maad) ; in margin in 
second quarter _ 3 OAf , in 
third quarter MGI, In 
front of and behind the 
diadem a star ; before the 
beard nothing; on each 
shoulder a crescent be- 
tween two points ; on the 
throat 


1. schasch si sat (136); r. 
Tapuristan (over the u a 
pellet) ; alongside the top 
of the flames L a vertical 
stroke j, r. a crescent; in 
the margin in each quarter 
a triangle of dots. 


Unfortunately the coin was not reproduced, so that the 
date might be verified. It is just possible that the date 
was leaily 138 (ism which might easily be 
confused with 136 


Year 138^ AM. m 

Usual Sassanian bust ; star | Usual Bassanian fire-altar 
to r. of crown ; no crescent rand attendants; small 


or fillet over 1. shoulder ; 
breast- ornament ® ; 
name-legend in Kufie script 
ma‘ai)I) ; margin 
liGI 

[holed in third quarter]. 


crescent 1. and small star 
r. of flames ; pellet over r 
of mint-name ; date 

~ H^TSIVST 

PI. XX¥. 11. 


290. W. F. Trory 1882, 
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Ho. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse , 




(ix) Hani (jU) 




Year 137 = a.h. 172 


291 

30.0 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust ; 

Usual Sassanian hre-altar 


1-94 

.95 

small star 1. and r. of 

and attendants; pellet L 




crown ; breast- ornament 

and r. of flames; date 




; fillet only over 1. 
shoulder; name- legend in 

HFTSIVST. 




Kulic script ^ U hani 
with ^ probably the 

first letter of Jjp = justice) 
written below; margin as 





on no. 290 above. 

PL XXV. 12. 




Year 138 = a.h. 173 


292 

30.0 

JR 

As above, but star below 

As above, but small star 


1-94 

.95 

fillet on 1. shoulder very 

1. and r. of flames ; date 




pronounced. 

= h^tsivst: 





PL XXV. 13. 

293 

3M 

JR 

As no. 291 above. 

As above, but date written 


2-02 

•85 


thus: . 





PL XXXVIIL 18. 

294 

29.6 

Jl 

As above, but letter below 

i As above, but pellet I. and 


L92 

■9 

the governor’s name differ- 

r. of flames as on no. 291 




ently shaped; no breast- 

above. 




1 ornament. 

PL XXV* 14* 

295 

29-0 

M 

As no. 291 above [margin ! 

As above. 


L88 

•9 

partly cut off 1.]. ; 

PL XXV* 15* 

C. 9 

30.2 


As no. 294 above* I 

As above, but small cres- 


MS 

•9 

^ - 1 

cent L and small star r. of 
flames ; date written thus : 










PL XXXVIIL 13. 


293. Baldwin 1938. 295* J. R. Steuart Collection 1849* 

C. 9. Copenhagen Cabinet {O^itrup, no. 85), 
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Ho. j Wt, ^Size^ ! Obverse'-' Reverse 


I I (X) Mukatii (JjU) 

I I Year 129 AM, 164 

'X'^ 19 i ; Thomas 1871, pp. 458-9, no. 10, PL II, no. 15) 

i : has quite wrongly attributed to this year a coin dated 

■ I 139 (similar to nos. 296-8 below), tlnvala (no. 1274) 

I I has accepted this and has reconstructed from Thomas’s 

; i modern Pehlevi script a supposititious transcription of 

I I thedate(|ite^lCS^*H) which is not the same as in Thomas’s 

i I plate. In the same reprehensible manner he has grouped 
I three fragments of coins in the Ermitage, Leningrad, 

! I and in Stockholm (nos. 1275-7) which have no trace of 

I Mukatil’s name but have a date that, according to his 

I drawings, must be 129. He has concluded that they 

I must be Mukatil’s, solely on the basis of Thomas’s coin 

I afore-mentioned. I have no hesitation in stating that 

I there is no coin of Mukatii as early as this year, 

i 

■t ■ ■ 

I Year 133 A,B. 168 

U. 6 I Unvala (no. 1278) has read the date on the Copenhagen 

I coin of Mukatii as of this year, whereas I have found 

I on an examination of a cast of this coin that it is 

I I really the common date 139, and have illustrated it 

I : I (PI, XXXIX. 1) in order to demonstrate this (see below 

I j 0.10). 0strup (no. 81) tentatively read it as 131, which 

I I was the opinion of Olshausen {op. cit.^ pp. 24-5) and 

I I also KraEt (p. 12, no. 10). 

I The only other coins attributed to this year are also 
so read by Unvala (nos. 1279-81). They are in the 
Muracciole Collection, Teheran. None of them, unfortu- 
I nately, has been illustrated. The transcription of the 

j I Pehlevi date as given by Unvala is as follows : 

I I which on the face of it certainly looks likesisivsT (133), 

I j but the fact that an additional stroke would make it 

I i ; into (139) leads me to suspect the dating. 

V, \;j Year 136 = 

IT ' 7 ' L 

; I , Again the sole authority for this date is Unvala (nos. 

i I I 1282-3) based on two coins in the Zubov Collection, 

:: His transcription is = shshsivst. 

I Unfortunately neither specimen is illustrated. The date 

might easily be confused with 138 (see below). 
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No. . 

m 

Metal 



Size 

Obverse i 

, Reverse 




Year 137 LM. m 


TJ. 8 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust as ' 

Usual ,'Sassanian iire-altar 



•9 

on no. 291 above ; name- i 

1 and attendants as on no. 




legend in Kufic script 

i 291 above [date hptsivst 




MXJKATiL [worn and 

damaged at end]. 




damaged at bottom]. 

i PLXXXVra.l4. 




Year 138 = a.h. 173 


ANS. 


M 

As above ; no fillet over 

As above, but date 

20 


^95 

L slioulder. 

HSHTSivsT ; pellet r. of 
flames appears to be miss- 


i 

i 



mg. 





PL XXV. 16. 

j 

' 



Year 139 = a.h. 174 


296 

28-3 

M 

As above, but fillet over 

i As above, but small ores- 


1-83 

•9 

1. shoulder. 

j cent I. and pellet r. of 
i flames ; date navsivst: 





PL XXV. 17. 

297 

30-7 

M 

As above. 

As above, but small star 1. 

1-99 

•9 


and crescent r. of flames. 





PL XXVI. 1. 

298 

28-0 

.■M 

As above [name-legend 

As above, but pellet 1, and 


Ml 

.9 

partly blurred], ; 

r. of flames. 




PL XXVI. 2: 

C. 10 

29-6 

' M ■ 

As above [margin ob- 

As no. 297 above. 


1-92 

,.95 

scured in second quarter]. 

PI. XXXIX. 1. 

299 

27-0 

M ' ' 

As above ; breast-orna- 

As above, but pellet r, of 

1-75 

•9 

ment inclined [notched 
on r.], 

! 

■■■ ! 

flames; date blurred at 
end. 





PL XXXIX. 2. 


U. 8. Unvala Collection. 

ANS. 20. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

296. J. R. Steuart Collection 1846. , . iaoo 

C. 10. Copenhagen Cabinet {08tru‘p, no. 81 ). 299. Ebeian, Beirut 1938. 



1:50 


^ABBASID GOVERNORS 


No. 

wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

U. 9 


^ M. 

As no. 296 above. 

As above, but epigraphy 



.9 


of date different. 





PI. XXXIX. 3. 

IT.. ,10 


M 

As U. 9 above, but fillet 

As U. 9 above, but small 



•95 

over L shoulder has be- 

crescent 1. and r. of flames ; 




come a line. 

epigraphy of date different. 





PI. XXXIX. 4. 




Year 140 = a.h. 175 


U. 11 


M 

As IT. 10 above. 

As U. 10 above, but date 



.9 


jhilst: ; small crescent 1. 
and small star r. of flames. 





PI. XXXIX. 5. 




Year 141 = a.h. 176 


U. 12 


M 

As no. 296 above. 

As above, but date 



•95 


AYUK jhilst: [margin en- 
crusted at bottom]. 

1 

i 



PL XXXIX. 6. 




(xi) ‘AMallah (aDI ju;) 




(a) With the name * Abdallah only 




Year 139 = a.h. 174 


L 55 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust as 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 




on no. 298 above ; breast- 

and attendants as on no. 




ornament^ ; name-legend 

298 above ; date partly 




in Kufic script 4i)l JUP 

indistinct but almost cer- 




'ABDALLAH [holed at bot- 

tainly pi = navsivst. 




tom]. 

PL XXXIX. ’?. 




year 2# = A.H. 175 


SOO,'' 

334 

-Jl". 

As above, but breast- orna- 

As above, but date 


2^15 

.9: 

ment 0 (?) [surface badly 

' =■ jhilst: : ■ , 




worn]. 

[margin badly worn]. 


U. 9, 10, II, 12. XJnvala Collection. 

I. 55. Istanbul Museum {Gatalogiiue, no. 41). 
300. Dr. C. Davies Sherborn presented 1936. 
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' No. ; 

wt. 

Metal 
Size . 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Th. 20 

26-4 

1-71 

JR 

•9 

As above, but much clearer. 

As above, but clearer. 

PI XXVI. 8. 


294 

h89 

. M 

‘9 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment as on I, 55 above. 

As above [top of flames 

worn]. PL XXVI. 4, 

ANS. 

21 


M 

•95 

As above. 

As above, but small star 
1. and small crescent r. of 
flames clearly discernible. 

. PLXXVL5. 




Year U1 = a.h. 116 


U. 13 


JR 

•95 

As Til, 20 above, but not 
so clear. 

As Th. 20 above, but date 
ayukjhilst: ; the end of 
the date is blurred ; ap- 
parently small star 1. and 
r. of flames. 

PL XXXIX. 8. 




(b) With the additional name — in the margin 




Year 141 = a.h. 176 


XJ. 14 



The sole authority for this new variety is Unvala 
(nos. 1655-6). He states that he has seen two examples, 
the one in the Ermitage, Leningrad, and the other in the 
Muracciole Collection, Teheran. Unfortunately neither 
has been illustrated. According to his description the 
coins apparently are similar to the 'Abdallah coins 
described above, with this remarkable exception, that 
instead of the Pehlevi legend in the third quarter of the 
margin there is an Arabic legend in Kufic script as 
follows : — ^ . Unvala interprets this as Ibn 'Arif, 
although from historical evidence one would expect 
'Abdallah’s patronymic to he Ibn Kahtaba. The date is 
141 = ayukJhilst. It would he interesting to 

have this reported variety confirmed by a reproduction. 

U. 15 



Addendum, — Unvala (p. 13, § 7) mentions a third class 
of 'Abdallah’s coins, namely, with the governor’s name 
repeated in the fourth segm.ent of the obverse margin. 
As no such coin is included in his Catalogue I presume 
that this is a mistake. 


Th. 20. Philip Thorburn Collection > London. 

Z. 6. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 

ANS. 21. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
U. 13, 14, 15. Unvala Collection. 
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No. ■ 

. Wt. 

Metal 
, Size^ 

Obverse 

. Reverse 




(xii) ]^udaid(?) (jujs) 




Year 140 = a.h. 175 


D. 16 



Usual Sassanian bust as 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 



■96 

on the preceding coins; 

and attendants, as on pre- 




small star 1. and r. of 

vious coins; small star 1, 




crown ; breast-ornament 

and crescent r. of flames ; 




; small crescent and 
fillet over 1. shoulder ; 

date = JHILST: 




name-legend in Kufic 
which may be 





read as jjji Kiidaid or 
Fudaik; margin 

ornamental flourish in first 
and fourth quarter [some- 
what obscured]. 

PL XXXIX. 9. 




(xiii) Ibrahim (^^1) 




Year 140 = a.h. 175 


I. 66 


M 

Usual Sassanian bust as on 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


•95 

the preceding examples ; 

and attendants ; small star 




small cross 1. and r. of 

1. and r. of flames ; date 




crown ; no crescent or fillet 
over 1. shoulder ; breast- 
ornament ; name-legend 

JHILST. 




in Kufic script 





iBRAHiM; margin 





Mui O' 

PL XXVI. 6. 

ANS.' 


M 

As above, but crescent over 

As above, but star 1. and 

22 

; . i 

•95 

1. shoulder. 

crescent r. of flames. 


1 

1 



PL XXVI. 7. 




Year 141 = a.h. 176 


ANS. 


M 

As above [marginal legend 

As above, but pellet 1. and 

23 



in third quarter partly ob- 

r. of flames ; date 




literated]. 

== AYUKJHILST 





PL XXVI. 8. 


U. 16. Unvala Collection. I. 56. Istanbul Museum (Catalogue, no. 44). 

ANS. 22, 23. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
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No. 


Obverse 


Kevervse 


Year 143 ^ a.h. 178 ? 


IJ. 17 


Unvala (nos. 1677 and 1678) attributes to tliis year two 
coins, one in the American Numismatic Society, New 
York, and the other in his own collection now in the 
K. R. Gama Oriental Institute, Bombay. The latter 
I have not seen, and unfortunately an illustration has 
not been published of it. There is no such coin amongst 
my casts of coins in the American Numismatic Society, 
which I communicated to Unvala. These I have illus- 
trated in PL XXVI. 7 and 8, neither of which can he 
read as Unvala has done. In the absence of corrobora- 
tive evidence I therefore strongly suspect his reading of 
the date on the other specimen in Bombay. 


Mar. 4 


C. Corns tvith Afzut 
( mostly anonymous) 

Year 123 = a.h. 158 

Markoff (Monnaies Arsacides, etc., pp. 127-8, no. 42) 
attributed a coin of this type to this date, "which Unvala 
(no. 2072) has accepted with a query. The coin is 
almost certainly to be dated 129. 


Zub. 6 


Year 129 = a.h. 164 

The first published example of a coin of this type and 
date is that in the Konigsberg University Cabinet de- 
scribed by Nesselmann {Die orientaluchen Milnzen^ p. 79, 
no. 6). Mordtmann (Z.D.MD., 1865, p. 475, no. 185) 
has misquoted the reference to Nesselmann in which he 
is followed by Unvala (no. 1683). The latter, however, 
has come across another example (no. 1684) in the Zubov 
Collection, Moscow, According to him it has the fol- 
lowing details: (1) In place of the name-legend afzut; 
(2) margin as on 1. 56 above ; (3) date = 

NUVISTST ; (4) pellet over second t of mint-name ; and 
(5) star 1. and crescent r. of flames. The coin described 
by Markoff mentioned above (Mar. 4) closely resembles 
this in salient details— and no doubt is another specimen 
of this somewhat rare year. No example has yet been 
illustrated. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Year 130 = AM. 165 


301 

284 

M 

Usual Sassanian bust as 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 


1-S2 

.9 

on preceding examples ; no 
orescent but fillet and 

and attendants ; small star 
1. and r. of flames ; date 




rosette over each shoulder; 
breast-ornament ; 1. of 
head gdh only; in place 

= sivst: 




of name-legend the Pehlevi 
word AFZUT ; margin 





[die slightly broken]. 

PI, XXVI. 9. 




Year 131 = a.h. 166 


302 

28-6 

M 

As no. 301 above, but 

As no. 301 above, but 


1-S5 

•95 

clearer. 

pellet 1. and r. of flames; 
date 





= AIYUKISIVST 





PL XXVI. 10. 




Year 132 = a.h. 167 


303 

29-3 

M 

As no. 302 above. 

As no. 302 above, but date 


1-90 

.9 


injx<jjj = DUSIVST 





PL XXXIX. 10. 

304 

30-2 

M 

As above, but clearer. 

As above, but date 


1-96 

•95 


^ = sivbust: 





PLXXVI.il. 

'ans.,. 


M 

As above, but fainter ; 

As above. 

24 


•95 

margin strangely reversed, 
thus : 





ua> ^ Iu4t 

: ' pi: XXVI. 12.;: 


301. Dr. I. Pietraszewski {Sothebyt x\pril, 1853). 

302. Prof. T. 0. Mabbott presented 1936, 

303. Baldwin 1938. 304. H. L. Babino, Esq., presented 1909. 

ANS. 24. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Be verse 




Year 133 = a.h. 168 


305 

29-8 

1-93 

JR 

•95 

As no. 304 above, but 
fainter and breast-orna- 
ment lias been reduced to 
a pellet. 

As no. 304 above, but small 
star 1. and r. of flames ; 
date 

== ssivst: 

■ PLXXYL13. 

ANS. 

25 


•9 

As no. 304 above. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

== ssivst: 

PL XXYI. 14. 




Year 134 = km. 169 


306 

26-9 

L74 

M 
.9 1 

■ i 

As no. 305 above [pierced 
at bottom]. 

As no. 305 above; small 
pellet i. and r. of dames; 
date [sic) 

= JliAESIVST 

PL XXVI. 15, 

ETN. 

22 


M 

1 

As above. 

As above, but date written 
thus \ 

PL XXVI. 16. 

ANS. 

26 


M 

As above, but no breast- 
ornament. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

Ihrsivst: 

PL XXVI. 17. 

Z, 7 

32-9 

2-13 

M 

•9 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment .*• 

As above, but small star 1. 
and crescent r. of flames ; 
date writte.n thus : tizu 

PL xxvn. 1 . 


305. Count de Salis presented 1,862 (ex Israail Pasha Collection). 

ANS. 25. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

306. Mrs. Jacomb (ex General M. CUerk Collection) 1920. 

ETN. 22. E. T. Newell Collection in the American Numismatic Sc,>ciety, New York. 
ANS. 26. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

Z. 7. Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester. 
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... No. . Wt.. ; 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Be verse 

0. 10 


. M 

Usual type, but margin 

Usual type ; date written 




ill? 

thus: 




[tbe legend in the third 
quarter being in Kufic 
script = ^ i.e. very 

fine]. 

= JHARSIST 




Year 13o = a.h. 170 


.mi 

294 

M 

As 0. 9 above; breast- 

As 0. 9 above ; small star 


1-91 

1 

ornament as on no. 305 

I. and r. of flames ; date 




above. 

= PNJSIVST 





PL XXVII. 2. 

ANS. 


JR 

As above [but fainter; 

As above. 

27' 


•95 

part of marginal legend 
blurred]. 

PL xxvn. 3. 

308 

30-6 


As above, but breast-orna- ^ 

As above, but pellet 1. and 


1-98 

•95 

ment ; in third quarter 
in Kufic script reading 

r. of flames; variation in 
date legend. 




anti-clockwise^ jaeIr. 

PL XXVII. 4. 

ANS. 


M . 

As above, but breast-orna- 

As above ; date as on no. 

28 

1 

•95 

ment y [governor’s name 
in third quarter partly 
obliterated at beginning]. 

307. 

PLXXVIL5. 

309 

31-2 

M 

As no. 308 above, but 

As no. 307 above. 


2-02 

\ 

•9 

margin has Pehlevi legend 
in third quarter M Ur 1 

PLXXVIL6. 

■''.;3io 

29-3 

M 

As above, but breast-orna- 

As above [break in die 1. 


1-90 

•95 

ment as on ANS. 28 above. 

of flames]. 





PLXXVIL7. 


0.10. Osman Andag Collection, Istanbul. 

307. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

ANS. 27. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

308. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

ANS. 28. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

309. Mrs. Jacomb (ex Gen. M. Clerk Collection) 1920. 

310. Parkes Weber Gift 1906. 
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No. 

. AYt, 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Rcv(‘rsr‘ 

311 

30-5 

1-9S 

M 

.95 

As above ; breast-orna- 
ment slightly displaced 
to r. 

As no. 307 above. 

' PLXXXIX. il 

ANS. 

29 


M 

.95 

. 

As no. 310 above. 

As no. 307 above. 

PL XX?IL 8, 

ANS. 

30 


M 

.95 

As above. 

As above, but small pellet 
1. and r. of f!ames. 

PLXXVIL9. 

Ox. 9 

304 

M 

As above, but breast- orna- 

As no. 307 above. 


1-97 

1 

ment a star. 

Year 136=^ AM, 171 

PL XXXIX. 12. 

312 

24-7 

M 

As no. 310 above [holed 

As above, but date 


MO 

.95 

at bottom]. 

SHSHSIVST 

PL XXVIL 10. 

D. 1 


M 
;.95 ■ 

As above, but breast- orna- 
ment as on no. 308 above 
[obliterated in parts]. 

As above, but date written 
thus : 

= shbusist: 

PLXX¥IL1L 

ANS. 

31 


M' 

|. ' '.9 ■' 

1 

j 

i 

As no 312 above. 

As no. 312 above; small 
star i. and r. of flames; 
date written in bolder 
style. 

PL XXTH. 12. 


8!1. Baldwin 1938. ^ 

ANB. 29, 30. American Nuraisraatie Society Collection, New York. 
Ox. 9. Aslmolean Museum, Oxford. 

:D. 1. Davis Collection, Baghdad (now dispersed). 

ANB. 31. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
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^ABBlSID GOVEENORS 


No. , 

Wt. 

' 'Metal 
Size, 

Obverse Reverse 




Year 137 = AM. m 

ETN. 


M. 

As no. 312 above, but As no. 312 above, but date 

28. 


.95 

breast-ornament ^ ; Peh- hftsivst. 
levi legend in third quarter 

IlGI PLXXVIL13* 




Year 138 = A.H. 173 

Ox. 10 

30*1 

JR 

As no. 312 above. As above, but date 


MS 

1 

= HSHTSIVST 




PI. XXXIX. 13. 




Pig. 8. 

Flag. 2 

38-6 

M 

As ETN. 23 above ; margin As above. 

(Kg- 8) 

a-50 

•95 

has the name of the 




governor Jbw ma'add in 
addition in the fourth 
quarter, reading counter- 
clockwise. 




Year 139 = A,n, m 

Do. 7 



The first one to vouch for this date was Dorn {Melanges, 
p. 280). Pere Paulin Lemaire (of, cit., p. 295) records 
a specimen in the Convent of the Flagellation, Jerusalem. 
No example, however, has ever been illustrated. When 

I saw the one in Jerusalem I read the date as 139, but 
unfortunately did not obtain a cast of it. 




Year 140 ^ AM, 175 

U. 18 



Besides the specimen of this year described by Mordt- 
mann {Z,DM,G,, 1865, p. 493, no. 120) Unvala (nos. 
1937-41) gives the details of several specimens in the 


ETN. 23. E. T. Newell Collection, New York. 

Ox. 10. Aslimoiean Museum, Oxford. 

Flag. 2, Convent of the Flagellation, Jerusalem (Studium Biblicum Franciscanum). 
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No. : 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse , , 




Zubov Collection, Moscow, and in the Miiracciole Collec- 
tion, Teheran. But the earliest reference to snch a coin 
is probably in Dorn {3iela7iges, ii, p. 260, no. 9), where 
a coin of this type in the Museum of the iSt. Petcrsl)urg 
Academy is attributed to the year 104. This date is 
either a misprint or a misreading of 140. No specimen 
has yet been fully illustrated. 

313 

39-6 

2-56 

M 
■ 95 

Year 141 = a.h. 176 

Usual Sassanian bust, etc., 
as on ANS, 31 above [mar- 
gin cut bottom 1.]. 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants, etc., as on 
ANS, 31 above ; small star 
1. and crescent r. of flames ; 
date 

■ — AVUkIhiLvST 

P1.XXVILM. 

Z. 8 

35-2 

2-28 

M 

•95 

As no, 313 above, but mar- 
ginal legend barely visible. 

. 

As no. 313 above, but small 
crescent vertically r. and 
1. of the flames. 

PL XXXIX. 14. 

RB. 11 

32-1 

2M 

M 

•9 

Year 142 = a.h. 177 

As no. 313 above [margin 
unbroken]. 

As no. 313 above ; date 
dujhilst: 

PLXXVn. 15. 

U. 19 


M 
• 95 

As EB. 11 above, but 
breast-ornament 0 
[legend in second quarter 
very faint]. 

As EB. 11 above, but 
slight difference in the 
epigraphy of date. 

PI. XXXIX. 15. 

ANS. 

32 


M 

•95 

■ ■ -i 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment ; margin 

additional outer circle. 

. 

' As above; small crescent 
; 1. and r. of flames ; margin 
; instead of triangle of pel- 
lets in each quarter has 
a flcur-de-lys ; additional, 
outer circle [margin ob- 
scured r.]. 

PL XXYII. 16. 


313. H. 0* Cureton 1847. : - ■ Z. 8. Philip Ziegler Collection, Mancliester. 

EB. 11. Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford. U. 19. IJnvala Collection. 

ANkS. 32. American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 


. '4 



1 60 *ABBlSID GOVERNOES 



■; wt.' 

Metal : 
Size 

Obverse 

Reverse;, 




Year 143 = a.h. 178 


314 , 

28-9 

1-87 

' M 
*95 

As ANB. 32 above, but 
breast-ornament *1*. (as on 
Niitzel^MO, 289). 

' 

As ANS. 32 above, but 
small vertical stroke 1. and 
crescent r. of flames ; but 
date siJHiLST. 





PI. XXVII. 17. 

315' 

29*5 

1^91 

JR, 

•96 

As above, but breast-orna- 
ment uncertain ; legend in 
third quarter double- 
struck. 

As above [obliterated in 
places] ; mint-name cut off 
at end. 

PL XXXIX. 16. 

316 

31*9 

2m 

1 JR 
•95 

As above, but breast- orna- 
ment as on ANS. 32 above 
[margin obscured in fourth 
quarter]. 

As no. 314 above, but 
symbols 1. and r. of flames 
uncertain. 

PL XXXIX. 17. 

ANS. 

33 


M 

■95 

As above. 

As above, but small cres- 
cent 1. and r. of flames. 


PI.XXVIL18. 



Fig. 9. 

Year 161^ AM. 197 

Ties. 4 28*9 Jl Same type as on the coins Instead of the usual Bas- 

{Fig, 9) 1^87 *95 of Sulaiman above, p. 144, sanian fire-altar and atten- 

only instead of his name- dants four lines of alternate 
legend the word afzxjt ; Pehlevi and Arabic separ- 
margin in Kufic and Peh- ated by palm-branch: 
levi script jpjuiQzmai^ aykshstsT: 

C* of-U' Vi 4)1 V 

^ *) la ilaha ilia Tlah 

(al-Fadl ibn Sahl Lord of aUI Jaska 

the Two Commands) Muhammad rasul Allah 

TPURSTAN , a 
(161: There is no God ex- 
cept Allah : Tabaristan). 


314. Parkes Weber Gift 1906. 315. C, 0. Brown Douglas 1886. 

AN8. 33. American Numismatic Society, New York. Ties. 4. See note at end. 
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161 


Obverse 


Gold Coinage (?) 


II. 20 

(Fig. 9 a.) 




Fig. 9 a 

Year ? 

IJnvala (p, 9, PL) has drawn attention to a coin of the 
AFZXJT type struck in gold which was recently acquired 
from Baghdad by the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin. 
It resembles the usual silver type described, above, 
particularly nos. 305-7 above, in which the breast- 
ornament has coalesced into a star. I have not had an 
opportunity of examining the coin itself but, as in the 
case of other so-called gold issues of the Arab-Sassanian 
type, I confess I am sceptical of its genuineness. {See 
note to 186, p. 191.) 


Year ? 


Copper Coinage ( ?) 


Unvala (no. 1714) has published a copper coin in the 
Zubov Collection, Moscow, of the afzut type, which he 
has ascribed to the year 130, though not without some 
misgivings because of the peculiarity of the date-legend, 
which is apparently iio itjj. Personally 1 see no reason 
why this should not be a straightforward snvt: i.e. 93, 
or even ssT i.e. 103, in which case it would have been 
issued before the period of Arab rule in Tabaristan. As 
for Unvala’s remark (p. 13) ‘Pexistence d’une rnonnaie 
anonyme a cette epoque’ (i.e. under the Ispahbads) 
'nous parait etre impossible’, this is begging the 
question. As a matter of fact we have actually described 
(nos. 242-3, p. 125) copper coins with afzut in place of 
the name-legend dated as early as a.h. 68. Unvala 
seems to have been unaware of the existence of such 
pieces since they are not included in Ids recent paper in 
iYum. Chron,, 1937, pp. 280-96. 


M 


(162) 


No. Wt. Obverse Beverse 


IV. ^ABBASID COINS 01 BUKHARA ^ ' 

(a) Sassanian Prototype of Bahram V (a.d. 420-38) 

a Al Bust of the Sassanian king Sassanian fire-altar witii 

1-2 Bahram V, bearded, facing top part consisting of two 
to r., wearing mural crown slabs bearing in the middle 
surmounted by crescent the bust of the god Hor- 
and globe, his hair bunched muzd facing r. surmounted 

behind and bedecked with by flames ; on either side 
pearl ear-rings and jewelled facing towards the altar is 

drapery; fillet behind head; the figure of a worshipper 

his name and titles in holding a lance ; the altar 
Pehlevi run from the top has a base of two steps ; 

of his crown 1. anticlock- behind the figure on the 

wise as far as the top of | 1. downwards in Pehlevi 
his crown r. as follows (in I 

vrhran; behind 

^ ^ * the figure on the r. down- 

wards in Pehlevi mint- 

Merv) ; all within an outer 
i..e. MZDYSN BGi RAMSHTRi circle of dots. 
vrhran mlkan mlka 

(Mazda- worshipper, divine 
being, prosperity of the 
realm, Varahran King of 
Kings) ; all within outer ; 
circle of dots [coin holed 

topi.].' i PLXXVIILa. 

(b) Intermediate Bukharan Imitations 
(c. A.n. 632-4) 

b. 1 48‘9 M Bust of king, similar to Pire-altar and two atten- 

3*17 1*15 prototype above, facing dants similar to prototype 

to r. ; the main changes above, but debased ; faint 

to notice at this stage of remnants of the Pehlevi 

debasement are (a) the legends r. and 1.; outer 

crescent and globe above circle. 

I the head-dress has become a 

j circle with central globule ; 

(b) the bunched hair at the 
back of the king’s head and I 
his shoulders and breast I 
f : ! have become represented | 



I"-''' ^ 


'1 
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Metai 



No. 

Wt. 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverwe 




as large pellets ; (c) the 





Pehlevi legend has becoaie 





corrupted on the left side 





and completely supplanted 





by a Bukharan legend on 





the right (see Introduction 





for transcription and inter- 


!' 



pretation). The so-called 





Khwarizmi an altar coun- 





termark on the left, partly 





over the outer circle. 

PL xxvni. b. 1. 

I b. 2 

50.7 

JR 

As above, but Pehlevi 

As above, but still more 

1 

3-29 

1.2 

legend 1, still more abbre- 

debased in treatment. 

1 



viated [coin pierced top 

. 

1 



and bottom and edge cut 

. ■■ i 




top r.]. 

PI. xxvin. b. 2 . ; 

1 ^ 

36.5 

M 

As above, but margin 

As above, but margin cut 

1 

2-37 

1.05 

almost cut off. 

off. 





PL xxvm. b. 3. 

1 b. 4 

47.9 

ji 

As above, but Bukharan 

As above, but attendant 

1 

3-10 

1-2 

legend r. partly defaced; 

on r. almost off the flan 

1 



Pehlevi legend 1. still more 


1 



j abbreviated. 

PL xxvm. b. 4. 

r; 

1 



Goins with ^ 

legmd 

f 



Var. (a). With Hormuzd head facing 1. | 

; b. 5 

48.7 


As preceding type, but 

; As preceding type, but 


J.i6* 

1-05 

above crown circle only, 

i divine head on the altar 

,,i ' 



and three pellets on dress 

turned 1. ; the whole re- 

1 



smaller and more defined ; 

presentation reduced to a 




legend in corrupt Pehlevi 

series of conventionalized. 




1.; on r. legend in Bukharan 

pellets, strokes, and cres- 

1 



script; slight remains of 

cents. ' 

1 



outer margin. 

PL xxvm. b. 5. 

^ b 6 

44.5 

Al 

i As above, but above crown 

As above, I 

1 

f 

2M 

.95 

' crescent and pellet. 

__ - 

1 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




Var. (h), Hormuzd bead facing r. 

b. 7 

.45mS 

M 

As no. b. 5. 

As no. b. 5, but divine 


2-97 

.95 


head on altar turned r. 

, b. 8 

47.1 

M 

As above, but above crown 

As above. 


3-05 

.95 

crescent and pellet. 

PL xxvni. b. 8. 




A. With bilmgiml legends 




(a) With name ju>ca 

317 

45-2 

Billon 

Sassanian bust facing r. as 

Debased representation of 


2-93 

•95 

on the foregoing types ; 

Sassanian fire- altar with 




crown surmounted by (:! : 

ministrant at either side 




in field 1. downwards in 

facing towards the altar on 




Kiific scrij)t the legend in 

which is the outline of the 



! 

Arabic JU 5 *c^ = Mubam- 

divine head facing r. as on 




mad; top r. downwards 

the preceding types. 




legend in Buldiaran script ; 





all within a circle of dots. 

PL xxvm. 1 . 

318 

43-9 

Billon 

As above, but less distinct 

As above [die variety]. 


2-S4 

.95 

[die variety]. 

PL XXVin. 2. 




(b) With name 




Var. (i). With three pellets on breast 

■\M9: 

49-9 

Billon 

Bust as on no. 317 ; legend 

Debased representation of 


3-23 

.95 

in Bukharan script r. down- 

fire-altar and attendants 




wards as on no. 317, but 

similar to no. 317 ; bead 




legend 1. downwards in 

on altar facing r. [holed 




Kufic script = al- 

top r.]. 




MAHDi; all within circle 





of dots [holed bottom 1.]. 

PL XXIX. 1. 


317. Sir E. Grant Buff, K.C.M.G. pres0nted 1917. 

318. Cunningham Collection 1894. 


319. Mrs. Murphy 1847, 



1.65 


;ABBiSID-'COINS;^ 


1 

No. . 

Wt. 

.Metal 

Size 

1 

Obverse ! 

lleverse' 

320 

46.0 

2M 

Billon 

1 

As above. . . ' ; 

As above. 

32.1 

45-1 

2-92 

Billon 

1-05 

As no. 319. 1 

As no. 319, but tracc.s of 
outer margin of dots. 

PI. XXIX, 2, 

322 

45-0 

2-91 

Billon 
■ 1 

As above, but more worn 
[edge cut bottom r.J, 

As above, but badly worn. 

' 323 

43.5 

2-82 

Billon 

1 

As no. 321 [edge xmrtlv 
cut top 1.]. 

As no. 321, but less dis- 
tinct. 

PL XXIX, 3. 

324- 

43-3 

2-Sl 

Billon 

1.05 

As above, but more worn. 

As above, but less distinct. 

325 

43-2 

2-80 

Billon 

1 

As above, but clearer. 

As above, but clearer. 

326 

41-9 

2-72 

Billon 

1 

As above, but more dis- 
tinct. 

As above. 

Pi. XXIX. 4, 

.327 

41-6 

2-70 

Billon 

■ B05 

1 

As above, but more worn. 

As above. 

328 

41-2 

2-66 

Billon 

.95 

As above, but badly worn . 

As above, but badly worn. 

329 

36-3 

2-3o 

Billon 

.95 

As above [quite copper 
colour]. 

As above, but head on the 
1 altar turned to L as on 
1 no. b. 5 above. 

330 

31 -0 
2-00 

Billon 

1 

As above, but figure and 
legends worn smooth. 

' As no. 328. 


320. Ciaiide Stewart 1848. 321. Major Hay 1860. 

322, 323. Cunningham Collection 1894. 

324. Cumimgham Collection 1857. 325. Major Hay 1860. 

326. Cunningham Collection 1894. 327, Parkea Weber Gift 1906. 

328. Major Hay i860. ^29. I)r, I. Fietraszewski {Sotheb^) 1853. 

330. Cunningham Collection 1894. 
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No. 

Wt.' 

Metal ' 
Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

331 

■ 35-8. 

Billon ^ 

As above. 

As above. 


Z-32 

*95 



332' 

39*3 

Billon 

As above ; particularly 

As above. 


2-55 

*95 

worn bottom r. 


333^ ■: 

:38-8 

Billon 

As no. 319, but Bukharan 

As above. 


2-51 

1 

legend coalescing at the 
end with the pellets of the 





neck bottom r. 

PL XXIX. 5. 

334' 

39*2 

Billon 

As above, but Bukharan 

As above. 


2-54 

1 

legend has quite lost its 
last letter. 

PI. XXIX. 6. 

335 

38*4 

Billon 

As above, but more worn. 

As above. 


2-49 

1-05 

* 


336 

36-1 

Billon 

As above. 

As above. 


2-34 

1 



337 

324 

Billon 

As above. 

As above. 


2-10 

1 






Var. (ii). With Arabic legend on breast 









Fig, 10 

./AF. 1 


Billon 

As no. 319 above, but with 

As no. 319 above. 

(Fig. 10) 


M 

circle instead of star and 
crescent over crown (cf. 
b. 5 above), and with Kufic 





legend (i.e. Bravo, 

bravo !) instead of the three 
large pellets on the breast. 



331, 332. Colonel Lafont (before 1839). 333. Prinsep 1847. 

334. Cunningham Collection 1894. 335. Da Cunha 1890. 

336, 337. Preudenthal Collection 1870. There was an example in the Oliver Collection 
{Schulman, Nov., 1907, no. 734). 

AF. 1. Colonel Allotte de la .Fuye’s Collection, Versailles. 




ABBlSID COINS OF BUKHARA 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


(c) With legend 4 !) Jjkai!) 


As no. 319 above 


As no. 319 above, but with 
circle invstead of star and 
crescent over crown, and 
with Kufic legend down- 
wards 1. 4 U 

( = AL-MAHDI ; AL-FABL ; 

excellent!). 


Billon 

M 


(d) With legend 


As above, but legend in , As above 
Kufic script downwards 1. , 

(= Mahdiya of the Caliph | 

Musa) ; the three pellets , 
nor malty on the breast are ; 
displaced by the last word ! 
of the legend. 


Billon 

M 


I. 57. Istanbul Museum. 
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No. 


338 


339 

34:0 

341 

342 

343 


344 


Wt. 


48-2' 

3.12 


41.0 

2- 65 

49-1 

3- lS. 

47.6 

3^08 

47.1 

3^05 

46.2 

2^99 


45.8 

2^97 


Metal 

►Size 


Billon 

M 


Billon 

1.05 

Billon 

1-05 

Billon 

1 

Billon 

1.05 

Billon 

1-05 


Billon 

1.05 


Obverse 


Reverse 


(e) IfOlA iiJbUl 4jJf® 

As on no. 319 above, but j As on no. 319 above, 
circle and pellet above ; 
crown, and Kiific legend 1. ! 
downwards 

( = Mahdiya of the Caliph 

Harim). • j PL XXIX. 7. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above [Kiific legend 
very clear]. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above. 


As above. 


PL XXIX. 8. 


PL XXIX. 9. 


PL XXIX. 10. 


B. With Arabic legends 


Var. (i) 


Sassanian type of bust 
similar to above facing r., 
but above the crowm a pel- 
let only; complete absence 
of legends in Bukharan 
script ; the customary 
three large pellets on the 
breast are displaced by 
part of the Kufic legend 
which runs anti-clockwise 
round the field beginning 
at the bottom r. corner: 

<0 ja \ Uj» 4j 


Usual debased representa- 
tion of Sassanian fire-altar 
with ministrant at either 
side facing the altar on 
which is the outline of the 
divine head facing r. as on 
the preceding types; traces 
of outer dotted circle at 
bottom. 


<d) 


PL XXIX. 11. 


338, 339. Mrs. Oliver 1905. 

341, 342, 343, Mrs. Oliver 1005. 


340. Cunningham Collection 1894. 

■ 344. Major. Hay I860., 
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No. 

wt. 

; Metal 
8ize 

t Obverse 

Beversi' 

345 

44-6' 

2.^89 

1 Billon 1 

■ ^ ■ ' 

As above. 

i As above, 

I- PL XXIX. 

.,346 

4,1.7 

1 2^70 

Billon 

l.()5 

As above, but not so clear. 

As above. „ 

347 

34.2 

2^22 

Billon 

1 

As above [margin cut at 
top l.j. 

As above. 

348 

58.4 

\:S-78" 

Billon 

1 

As above [flan thicker than 1 
usual]. 1 

As above.' , 

349' 

■ 4M 
! 2M 

Billon ! 
1 

■ As above. ' i 

As above. 

350 

1 40-4 

1 , 2S2 

Billon 1 
.95' 1 

As above. 

As above. 


Nej, 1 
(Fig. 13) 


Var. (ii) 








Hr. ? i-i 

llil 


Fig. 13 

Similar to the foregoing, Similar to the foregoing, 
but Kufic legend which ' 
runs anti-clockwise from : 
the bottom r, is : 

aDI <d)l p-wj 

[9 ] jUUJI ■ 

the last part of the last 
word occupies the ! 

breast segment formerly 
occupied by three large , 
pellets as on most of the 
earlier types. 


345. Cunningham CJollection 1804. 340. Major Hay 1860. 

347. India Office Collection presented 1882. 348, Mrs. Brercton 1850. 

340, 350. Cunningham Collection. 1894. There was an example in the Oliver Collection 
{Schulman, Nov., 1907, no. 735). Nej. I. Nejelow Collection at Kazan. 
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No.: ' 

■ Wt. ' 

Metal 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 




V. ISOLATED COINS OE ARAB-SASSANIAN TYPE 




A. Uncertain Period 




(Umaiyad or 'Abbasid) 




(i) Without governor's name 















“ s 11 














Fia. 14 

351 

36-0 


Sassanian bust r. wearing 

In place of the usual Sassa- 

(Fig. 14) 


•75 

crown with spreading 

nian fire-altar and atten- 




wings but badly obliter- 

dants three lines of legend, 




ated ; traces before face of 

the first in Kufic, the other 




Pehlevi legend afzut ; be- 

two in Pehlevi script : 




hind the head as on the 

current 




coins of the preceding series 





afzut/gdh ; all within 

NIVKI ? 




outer circle of dots. 

AFZUT 





outer circle of dots. 







, { 


93 




^ ■ i 

Fig, 15 

352 

29-6 

1 

As above, but some details 

As above, but legend retro- 

(Fig. 15) 

1-92 


a little less obliterated. 

grade. 


351. Capt. Houghton 1846. 

352. Sir A. H. McMahon presented 1912. 
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No. 


Wt, 


Metal 

.Size 


Obverse 


Eeverse 


(ii) With name of governor in Peldevi 

Siisa 



U. 22 

(Fig. 16 ) 


M Unvaia (Nuni. Chron., 1937, p. 287, no. 5) has described 
'8 a copper coin in the Bibliotheque Nationale found 
during the recent excavation at Susa. The following is 


his description : 

Bust facing, after that of 
Khusrau II, profile to 1. ; 
neck long and thin; 1. 
uncertain Pehlevi name- 
legend ; r. ; traces of 
outer circle of dots. 


I In the field bilingual legend 
Kufic and Pehlevi in three 
I lines: 

1 In the name of Allah ! 

! Susa (shush) 

i current (rubak) ; 
j traces of outer circle, 
j divided into four equal 
I segments by four annulets, 
of which only one is on the 
I flan. 


As in the case of the foregoing specimens the presence 
of the Arabic legend fixes the date of the coin as some- 
where after the conquest of Iran by the Muhammadans. 
In all probability it belongs to the Umaiyad period. 
I have not seen the actual coin. The last line of the 
I reverse legend is the equivalent in Pehlevi of the Arabic 
i on coins nos. 351-2 above. 
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Reverse 


(iii) With name of governor in Arabic 
(a) KhaMibB'AbbM(?) 

(3U (jj JU-) 






Mint ( 




Year ? 

Small bust of Sassaniaii 
type facing, wearing winged 
head-dress ; breast-orna- 
mentation ribbed ; Peblevi 
legend on 1, as on the 
usual Arab-Sassanian coins 
afzxjt/gdh; r. downwards 
in Kufic script name-legend 
aJU- khIlid ibn 

*ABBAD 

margin reading counter- 
clockwise beginning in 
third quarter and ending 
in second 


Usual Sassanian fire-altar 
and attendants ; uncertain 
mint-signature ; date 
iHu/Kia (?) ; the field is en- 
closed by one circle only. 


(meaning uncertain) ; the 
field is enclosed by one 
circle only. 


B. 44. Kaiser Friedrich Museum, “Bevlm {Nittzel, no. 294, PL III). 
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No. 


Wt. 


Metal 

Size 


Obverse 


Reverse 


iP) Mansur (jj^) 



U. 23 
(Fig. 18) 


Col. Allotte cle la Fuye published in 1928 (Menioires de 
la Mission Arclieologiqm de Perse, xx, p. 75, fig. 5) a 
remarkable coin of Arab~Sassanian type found at Istakhr 
(Persepolis). A more exact reproduction and description 
of the original has since been published by Unvala in 
his article mentioned above (pp. 294-5, no. 29) ; fig. 18 
is based on this. The coin is now in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. The following is a translation of the descrip- 
tion as given by Unvala : 


Bust of Khusrau II facing, 
profile to r. ; Kufic legend r. 
mansue ; I. 45 

Glory belongs to Allah ! 
circle of dots all round; 
margin has four stars and 
crescents of which only 
the one on the L is not 
obliterated. 


In the field Pehlevi legend 
i in five lines : 

*? 

I V 

! i>at:piruI 

I — MXSUR 

I circle of dots all round; 
i margin has four star and 
j crescents of which only 
I that on the left is not 
I obliterated. 


U. 23. See note at end. 



174 ISOLATED COINS OF ARAB-SASSANIAN TYPE 


■■ .No.'", ■: 

wt. 

Metal 
: Size , 

Obverse 

Reverse 




B. 'AbbIsib Period 




Tabaristdn Type 




Al-Raiy 




Governor uncertain 




Nusair? ij^) 














i Ftg. 19 




Year 168 


I. 58 


M, 

Usual Sassanian bust, etc., 

Usual Sassanian fire-altar 

(Kg. 19) 


•85 

as on the coins of the 

and attendants as on the 




* Abbasid governors of 

Tabaristan coins; small 




Tabaristan (see above, p. 

star 1. and r. of flames; 




133 f.) ; breast-ornament 
; name-legend in Pehievi 

J ^tut = NsiR (?) ; margin 
? ^ — -3 cw/ 

legend in Arabic beginning 
on 1. and finishing on the r. 



■ ' 

(i.e. in al-Baiy in the year 
168). 



I. 58. Istanbul Museum (Catalogue, no. 46). 


NOTES ■ 


P. 3. L This coin was illustrated by Lane Poole in FacsimMes of 31 a nu- 
serif is mid Inscriftions, ed. by W. Wright for the Palaeographical Society, London, 
1875-83, Plate XXII. He interpreted the Arabic legend in the margin as a 
proper name, Khalid (j\:^ scriftio defectiva for Epigraphically the inter- 

pretation I have offered above is more probable. (See also note to B. 1 below.) 
The word is the Arabic equivalent of the Pehlevi word oa# afd which first 
appeared on the coins of Hiusrau II’s eleventh year, and which is still found 
on the coins struck by the Arab Governors in Tabaristan. (See p. 130.) The 
Arabic writers on metrology distinguish a good (ju:^.) dirham from a base one 
; plural and respectively. 

P, 3. Th. 1. The only other recorded example of this mint and date is 
Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1880, p. 160, no. 559), although he gave no indication of 
the presence of the unusual marginal legend. The coin was in his own cabinet. 

P. 3. B. 1. The remarkable marginal legend was read by Niitzel as jus-, i.e. 
‘ Praise ’. See note to no. 1 above. He also considered the mint uncertain, 

P. 4, 3. The mint-signature of this coin has usually been interpreted as 

IZD = Yezd, e.g. Niitzel, nos. 80--3. For reasons which are stated in the Intro- 
duction (Mint Notes) I prefer to read it now as sk (i.e. Sakastan = Sistan). The 
epigraphy of the obverse marginal legend betrays the fact that the engraver was 
more familiar with Pehlevi than Kufic script, or alternatively that the old 
punches used in producing the Pehlevi characters on the die were utilized to 
represent the new Kufic script. 

P. 5. I. 1. A similar mistake in attribution is made in the Izzet Bey 
Catalogue, nos. bis, where coins of Khusrau 11 type said to be of 

the mint of Herat (hba) and dated 20 are credited with the remarkable Kufic 
marginal legend dJ dJI In fact the whole fifteen Arab-Sassanian 

coins recorded in the Izzet Bey Catalogue siie alike fantastically interpreted and 
the descriptions are without scientific value, 

P. 6. 11. This is the coin mentioned by Mordtmann {Z,DM.G„ 1850, p. 505; 

1854, pp. 149-50, no. 748). Cf. Leitzmann, Numismaiische Zeitung, 1850, p. 10. 
Mordtmann (ibid., 1850, p. 96, no. 3) mentioned one of this year with mint- 
signature no. 6 = AiRA, which he read as Eira. Cf. Tiesenhausen (Catalogue, 
no. 67). The coin was also in the Ismail Pasha Collection. 

P. 6. ANS. 1. Mordtmann {Z.BM.G., 1879, p, 84, no. 2) recorded a similar 
example in the Cabinet of Subhi Pasha, Amongst the recent acquisitions of the 
Istanbul Museum I have seen another with the date also written defectively as 
here. 

P. 6. 12. Amongst the recent acquisitions of the Istanbul Museum I have* 

seen a specimen of this mint but with the date written correctly as on coin 
no. 1 L This, in my opinion, is the earliest known specimen of the Muhammadan 
coinage of Raiy. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 
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NOTES ■ 

P. 6. B. 2. Of. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.O., 1879, p. 84, no. 1) who read the mint- 
signature as WH = Bihkohad. There is a specimen in the Convent of the Flagel- 
lation, Jerusalem, on which the date is defectively written as on ANS. 1 

above. 

P. 8. M. 5 (J.A., 1862, p. 185) reported a coin in the 

Snblii Bey Collection of tliis date with tbe marginal legend 4 UV p, , The mint- 
signature was read as Hertek. This interpretation is certainly w^'rong. Whatever 
the mint was, the coin was certainly of a later date judging by the marginal 
legend. 

P. 10, 14. Cf. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 485, no. 68) and Nutzel, no, 90. 
The example mentioned by (Die orwntaUschen Mmzen, p. 11) of 

this year and mint is not Arab-Sassanian at all, although Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 
1865, p. 464, no, 151) thought it was. The marginal legend is Pehlevi and not 
Kufic, and the coin is a regular issue of Khusrau ll's thirtieth year. 

P. 10. ETN. 4. In the same collection there is another example but with 
margin partly obliterated and edge clipped, which came from the Michael Sale 
(ScJmlman, March, 1914, p. 28, no. 388). Mordtmann recorded another specimen 
in the cabinet of S. Alishan (Z.D.3I,G., 1865, p. 464, no. 152) but wrongly 
equated the mint-signature with Damegan. 

P. 12. 18. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 282) = 

Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 150, no. 750). The mint-signature was, how- 
ever, wrongly interpreted. Miles {op. cit., p. 6, no. 5 a) gives the correct identi- 
fication, hut whether the date is according to the Hijra, as he takes it, or 
according to the Yezdigird era is uncertain. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 

P. 13. 20. See Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 282) and Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 
1854, p. 150, no. 752; 1879, p. 85, no. 10). The latter suggested the mint 
Jundai Sabur (Gondischapur) represented by ZTJ. 

P. 15. I, 8. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1858, p. 49, no. 289) records one of this 
year in the Subhi Pasha Collection with apparently the mint-signature no. 43 = 
NH and the marginal legend only. See Tiesenhausen, no. 8 1 . The marginal 
legend on the coin recorded by Djevdet-fifendi (in J.A.^ 1862, p. 185) of this 
year is certainly misread. 

P, 15. BB. 3. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 464, no. 153) records a speci- 
men in the Subhi Pasha Collection of this year and mint-signature, which he 
interpreted as zn = Zadracarta. Apparently, however, he changed his mind in 
the interim, because in IS12 {Z.D.M.G., p. 85, no. 14) he classes it under Yezd 
(i.e. the old reading of mint-signature no. 52), in which case, if correctly attri- 
buted, it would be a variant of coin no. 21 above. There was, apparently, no 
GDH 1. of A3?zuT in the obverse, and in place of the usual hasmala as marginal 
legend there was a Kufic legend which Mordtmann quite mistakenly transcribed 
as Jj (i.e. Friend of Allah) and regarded as evidence of Shfa influence. 
Miles {op. cit., p. 6, no. 6 b) has accepted this last deduction since he refers to 
'All’s appointment of a Raiy governor in a. H. 37. As for the era of the date see 
Introduction (Mint Notes). The coin in the Biblioth^ue Nationale {Lavoix, 
no. 138) has been similarly misinterpreted. See P. 1, p. 15. 

P. 15. P. 1. Lavoix, like Mordtmann (see the note to RB. 3 above) mis- 
interpreted the marginal legend and the mint-signature. The first letter of the 
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former has been reversed, and the additional letter in the word is no doubt 
due to the use of Pehlevi punches in preparing the die. 

P. 16. ETN. 5. This was the date proposed by the late Howland Wood when 
he sent me the cast. Unfortunately the end of the date is none too clear. It is 
just possible that it should be read as 48 (cf. Catalogue, nos. 26-9). I have not 
seen the actual coin. Djevdet-^fendi 1862, p. 185) recorded a coin of 

this year with the same marginal legend. 

P. 17. I. 9. In Ghaleb Edhem’s Catalogue (no. 5) this coin is dated 43. 
There is a close resemblance between the two dates in Pehlevi. Cf. note to B. 3 
below. 

P. 18. ANS. 3. This is the actual specimen from the Michael Sale {SGlmlmmi, 
March, 1914, p. 28, no. 389) where it was dated 35 and the margin wrongly read 
mhismilldhiaUmaMi. 

P. 19. 23. = Thomas 1850, p. 283 (d)] = Tiesenhausen, no. 92. 

Cf. Nuizel no. 86, PL I, which has a pellet in the first quarter of the reverse 
margin. The coin described by Olshausen {Z,D3i.G., 1847, pp. 334-5) as of the 
year 27 is really the same as the foregoing. 

P. 19. 24. I have, however, seen a specimen with similar mint-signature and 

date in the Osman Aridag collection in Istanbul, which clearly shows the word 
in the third quarter which is missing from the above. This is similar to 
AwisieZ, no. 91, which is wrongly dated 37. 

P. 20. EB. 4. There is a specimen of this mint and date illustrated in the 
Copenhagen Catalogue {0struf, no. 62, PL I), wt. 3*52 gr. The coin in Paris 
catalogued by Lavoix (no. 137) as having date illisihle is almost certainly of this 
year. It is the same as no. 25, but has a triangle of dots above the star and 
crescent in the margin on the r. 

P. 20. ANS. 4. There is a specimen in the collection of the W^hite Fathers at 
St. Anne’s, Jerusalem, which has the date more complete hshtjhl. 

P. 21. 29. Coins of this date are apt to be interpreted as of the year 28 or 

38. See above, p. 8. 

P. 21. 30. Cf. Niltzel, nos. 87-8; Num. Giro., 1935, col. 433. 

P. 21. 32. This is no doubt the coin known to Thomas 1850, 

p. 282) although his reading of the mint-signature was wrong. 

P. 21. 34. The specimen in the Berlin Cabinet (Nutzel, no. 89) has the date 

written ci<y = pnja. This is the coin recorded by Mordtmann {Z,D,M,G.^ 1879, 
p. 86, no. 20) where it is wrongly attributed by him to the Mint of Basra 
(bjka). In the Osman Andag collection in Istanbul I saw an example with 
pellets in the margin, thus: • ^ • 

P. 22, Th. 3. The style of this and the following coin bears a close resem- 
blance to that of Th. 2 described above, the date of which I have read as 45. 

P. 23. I. 11. This coin, part of an unpublished hoard, I was privileged to 
examine in the Istanbul Cabinet. This is the first recorded example of such a 
reverse marginal legend. Unfortunately I have been unable to illustrate the coin. 

P, 23. N. 1. See note DD. 1 below. There is a similar example in the 
Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

P. 23. DD. 1. Tins remarkable coin was first published by the writer in 
Num, ChfOfi., 1934, pp. 292-4, PL IX, no, 6. 
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P. 6. B. 2. Cl Mordtmann 1879, p. 84, no. 1) who read the mint- 

signatnre as WH = Bihkohad. There is a specimen in the Convent of the Piagel- 
lation, Jernsaiem, on which the date is defectively written as on ANS. 1 
■above..;' ■ 

P. 8. MC5. Djevdet-Bfend^^ (J.A., 1862, p. 185) reported a coin in the 
Snbhi Bey Collection of this date with the marginal legend ^ . The mint- 

signature was read as Hertek. This interpretation is certainly wrong. Whatever 
the mint was, the coin was certainly of a later date judging by the marginal 
legend. 

P. 10. 14. Cf. Mordtmann {Z.D.i¥.(j., 1865, p. 485, no. 68) and Nutzel, no. 90. 
The example nientioned hj {Die orieMtalischen 3iunzen, p. 11) of 

this year and mint is not Arab-Sassanian at all, although Mordtmann {Z.DJl.G., 
1865, p. 464, no. 151) thought it was. The marginal legend is Pehlevi and not 
Kxific, and the coin is a regular issue of ^usrau IPs thirtieth year. 

P. 10. ETN. 4. In the same collection there is another example but with 
margin partly obliterated and edge clipped, which came from the Michael Sale 
CSc/iirkuin, March, 1914, p. 28, no. 388). Mordtmann recorded another specimen 
in the cabinet of B. Alishan {Z.B.M.G., 1865, p. 464, no. 152) but wrongly 
equated the mint-signature with Damegan. 

p. 12. 18. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas 1850, p. 282) = 

Mordtmann (Z.D.M.Cj., 1854, p. 150, no. 750), The mint-signature was, how- 
ever, wrongly interpreted. Miles (op. p. 6, no. 5 a) gives the correct identi- 
fication, but whether the date is according to the Hijra, as he takes it, or 
according to the Yezdigird era is uncertain. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 

P. 13. 20. See Thomas (/.E.A.^S’., 1850, p. 282) and Mordtmann [Z.B.M.G., 
1854, p. 150, no. 752 ; 1879, p. 85, no. 10). The latter suggested the mint 
Jundai Sabfir (Gondischapur) represented by zu. 

P. 15. I. 8, Mordtmann (Z.I).i¥.(T;,1858v p. 49, no. 289) records one of this 
year in the Suhhi Pasha Collection with apparently the mint-signature no. 43 = 
NH and the marginal legend JV ^ only. See Tiesenhausen, no. 81. The marginal 
legend on the coin recorded by Djevdet-fifendi (in J.M., 1862, p. 185) of this 
year is coutainly misread. 

P. 15. EB. 3. Mordtmann (Z.2).3f.(j., 1865, p. 464, no. 153) records a speci- 
men in the Subhi Pasha Collection of this year and mint-signature, which he 
interpreted as ZD = Zadracarta. Apparently, however, he changed his mind in 
the interim, because in 1879 (Z.D.M.^., p. 85, no. 14) he classes it under Yezd 
(i.e. the old reading of mint-signature no. 52), in which case, if correctly attri- 
buted, it would be a variant of coin no. 21 above. There was, apparently, no 
GDH 1. of AFzuT in the obverse, and in place of the usual hasmala as marginal 
legend there was a Kufic legend which Mordtmann quite mistakenly transcribed 
as Jj (i.e. Priend of Allah) and regarded as evidence of Shfa influence. 
Miles (op. cit.y p. 6, no. 6 b) has accepted this last deduction since he refers to 
"Air s appointment of a Raiy governor in a.h. 37. As for the era of the date see 
Introduction (Mint Notes). The coin in the Bibliotheque Nationale (Lavoix, 
no, 138) has been similarly misinterpreted. See P. 1, p. 15. 

P. 15. P. 1. Lavoix, like Mordtmann (see the note to EB. 3 above) mis- 
interpreted the marginal legend and the mint-signature. The first letter of the 
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former lias been reversed, and the additional letter in the word S is no donbt 
due to the use of Pehlevi punches in preparing the die. 

P. 16. ETN. 5. This was the date proposed by the late Howland Wood when 
he sent me the cast. tTnfortimately the end of the date is none too cl(?ar. It is 
just possible that it should be read as 48 (cf. Catalogue, nos. 26-9). I luxve not 
seen the actual coin. Djevdet-fifendi {J.A., 1862, p. 185) recorded a coin of 
this year with the same marginal legend. 

P. 17. I. 9. In Ghaleb Edhem’s Catalogue (no. 5) this coin is dated 43. 
There is a close resemblance between the two dates in Pehlevi. Cf. note to B. 3 
below. ' 

P. 18. ANS. 3. This is the actual specimen from the Michael Sale (ScJmlman, 
March, 1914, p. 28, no. 389) where it was dated 35 and the margin wrongly read 
m hismilWii al-malidi* 

P. 19. 23. ~ Thomas 1850, p. 283(d)] = Tiesenhaiisen, no. 92. 

Cf. Nutzel, no. 86, PL I, w^hich has a pellet in the first quarter of the reverse 
margin. The coin described by Olshausen 1847, pp. 334--5) as of the 

year 27 is really the same as the foregoing, 

P. 19. 24. I have, however, seen a specimen with similar mint-signature and 

date in the Osman An dag collection in Istanbul, which clearly shows the word 
in the third quarter which is missing from the above. This is similar to 
Nutzel, no. 91, which is wrongly dated 37. 

P. 20. EB. 4. There is a specimen of this mint and date illustrated in the 
Copenhagen Catalogue (0strwp, no. 62, PI. I), wt. 3*52 gr. The coin in Paris 
catalogued by Lavoix (no. 137) as having date illisible is almost certainly of this 
year. It is the same as no. 25, but has a triangle of dots above the star and 
crescent in the margin on the r. 

P. 20. ANS. 4. There is a specimen in the collection of the White Fathers at 
St. Anne’s, Jerusalem, which has the date more complete hshtjhl. 

P. 21. 29. Coins of this date are apt to be interpreted as of the year 28 or 

38. See above, p. 8. 

P. 21. 30. Cf. Nutzel, nos. 87-8; Num. Ctre,, 1935, col. 433. 

P. 21. 32. This is no doubt the coin known to Thomas {J.R.A.8., 1850, 
p. 282) although his reading of the mint-signature was wrong. 

P. 21. 34. The specimen in the Berlin Cabinet {Niitzel, no. 89) has the date 

written c* o/ = fnja. This is the coin recorded by Mordtmann {Z.DMXt., 1879, 
p. 86, no. 20) where it is wrongly attributed by him to the Mint of Basra 
(bjba). In the Osman Aridag collection in Istanbul I saw an example with 
pellets in the margin, thus: • ^ • 

P. 22. Th. 3. The style of this and the following coin bears a close resem- 
blance to that of Th, 2 described above, the date of which I have read as 45. 

P. 23. I. 11. This coin, part of an unpublished hoard, I was privileged to 
examine in the Istanbul Cabinet. This is the first recorded example of such a 
reverse marginal legend. Unfortunately I have been unable to illustrate the coin. 

P. 23, N. 1. Bee note DD. 1 below. There is a similar example in the 
Istanbul Museum (Eecent Acquisitions). 

P. 23. DI). 1. This remarkable coin was first published by the writer in 
Num. Chron., 1934, pp. 292-4, Pi. IX, no. 6. 

■■■ '-K 
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NOTES 


P, 24. I, 12, This is the first example to be published with the name of 
Hormuzd IV and with Arabic legends demonstrating that it was struck during 
the Muhammadan period. The unusual head-dress of the attendants is not only 
paralleled on the prototype y (p. 2) but is also to be seen on the coins of the 
Ispahbads of Tabaristan described on p. 130. See also B. 39, j). 124, and note 
p. 201 ; also note p. 131 c. at end. 

P. 25. Zub. 1. This remarkable coin was first published by Niitzel {Trudy 
Moslcmoskago NmnismaiichesJcago Obshchestwa, hi, pp. 156-9, Pi. V, 1. Coins with 
Arab-Byzantine obverses and Pehlevi legends such as those which have been 
recently published by Unvala (Num. Chron., 1937, pp. 287-92) will be included 
in a subsequent volume dealing with Muhammadan Coins of Arab-Byzantine type. 

P. 25. 35. Be Morgan (Rev. Num,, 1907, pp. 86-7) describes another example 

in his own collection which he dates as 43 but which is really as the above. 
The coin described by Markoff (Catalogue des monnaies arsacides, &oc., p. 129, 
no. 47) as reading Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan in Pehlevi ought to be ascribed to 
Mu^awiya’s brother Ziyad (see no. 58, p. 40). 

P, 26. B. 3. The first — and for a long time the only— known coin bearing 
the name of the Caliph MiPawiya was that published by Soret (Lettre d M. 
Olsliausen,ji. %) in 1846. See Olshausen {Z.D.M.G., 1847, p. 334). This coin 
passed into the Jena cabinet (see Stickel, Handbuch, ii, pp. 85-6, no. 41). Mordt- 
mann also mentioned it {Z,D,M.G., 1850, p. 506, no. 2; 1854, p. 156, no. 786) 
and Tiesenhausen (no. 25). In each case the date was read as sjhl, i.e. 43, as in 
the case also of the Berlin specimen, instead of as yajhl = 41. The same facile 
mistake is to be found in Muller (Der Islam im Morgen- und Ahendland, i, p. 349). 
His reproduction and interpretation are repeated by K. A. C. Creswell in his 
Early Muslim Architecture, I, p. 95. 

P. 27. 37. This is the coin published by Thomas {J.R,A.S,, 1850, p. 319, 
no. 65, PL III, fig. xxiv=Mordtmann, 1854, p. 167, no. 849). By a 

printer’s error the weight was given as 74-5 grs. See Thomas’s additional re- 
marks on the coin in J,R,A,S., 1852, pp. 412 ft‘. A complete specimen of the 
same mint is illustrated by Thomas (J.R,A.S., 1871, PL I, no. 7 = Mordtmann, 
Z.D,M,G., 1879, p. 89, no. 32) where the date is clearly engraved on his plate 
as hftat = 70, although in other respects it is the same as the coin described 
above and dated 73. As can be seen from PL V. 4 the British Museum coin has 
the Pehlevi digit si usurping the place of the fillet which normally rises 
from the right shoulder of the attendant on the left of the altar. It is just pos- 
sible that the engraver of the coin illustrated by Thomas was misled by this and 
drew the digit as the missing filllet. A photograph would have decided the 
matter. The coin in question was in the J. K. Steuart collection but its present 
whereabouts is unknown to me. 

P. 28. C. 3. Tornberg (Eymbolae^ iii, p. 24, no. 62, PL I, no. 3) published 
a coin of this mint and date in 1856, See also Dorn (Melanges, ii, p. 260) and 
Tiesenhausen (no. 135). The date on Tornberg’ s plate was engraved as iiskUM, 
which is a defective form of shst:=:60, Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1864, p. 473, 
no. 164) recorded an example in the Alishan Collection . In this case the date 
was given as IQAJ^sj, I observed another specimen in the Osman Aridag Collection, 
Istanbul. The coin ascribed to 'Abd al-Malik of this mint and date in the 
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Istanbul Museum (CaUdogue, no, 16) is actually one of bibcla.] I ah ibii a,]»Zribair 
as (see no. 47, p. 35). The difficulty that troubled Toriibcu’g in connexion 
with the date is resolved by equating it in terms of the Yezdigird (rra which was 
commonly in use at the Daxabjird mint. 

P. 28. Asc. L The unusual mint-signature may be the same as the one 
mentioned, but not reproduced, by Mordtmann {Z.D.MM,, 1879, p. 89, no. 31) 
and read by him, as darab. 

P. 28. P. 2. Lavoix, however, considered it a Hijra date. Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.(j., 1879, p. 89, no. 31) recorded a coin in his own cabinet of this mint 
and date. Apparently the mint-signature was darab; but as it was not illus- 
trated it is impossible to be certain of its form. It might have been similar to 
the one recorded b}^ Ascoli mentioned above (Asc. 1). 

P. 29. Cam. 1. This is the coin from the Masson Collection described by 
Thomas (J.R.A.S,, 1850, p, 312, no. 45 -Mordtmann, Z,DJLG.. 1854, p. 167, 
no. 850 = Tiesenhausen, no. 233). It is here reproduced for the first time by 
kind permission of the authorities of the Fitzwilliam Museum. 

Dorn {Melanges Asiatiques, ii, p. 261) mentions a coin of bibd al-Malik in 
the Ermitage Museum dated 75 but he gives no further particulars as to mint or 
name-legend. 

P. 30. B. 4. There is a coin obviously of this governor and of this mint and 
date illustrated in Tornberg’s Symholae, iii, pp. 24-5, no. 63, PL L 2 = Ticsen- 
hausen, no. 184. Tornberg completely misinterpreted the legends. 

P. 30. 38. (ex Masson = Thomas, J.P.A.>S., 1850, p. 317, no. 56, PL III, 

fig. xvii.) 

P. 30. Z. 1. This is the same coin illustrated in the Michael Sale Catalogue 
{Schulman^ March, 1914, p. 28, no. 392, PL I). 

P. 31. B. 5. This is the coin described by Thomas {J,R.A,S.y 1850, p. 297, 
no. 24, PL II, fig. iv) when it was in the General Fox Collection = Mordtmann, 
Z,DJl,G.y 1854, pp. 160-1, no. 806. Niitzel has wrongly read the date as 
shst=: 6Q and taken it as a date in the Yezdigird era. 

P. 31. J. 1. The coin recorded by Bartholomaei {Revue de la Numismatique 
Beige, 1864, p. 327, fig. 25) is apparently a similar example though the date is 
mistakenly given as 97. Only the Pehlevi legend in the margin, however, is 
reproduced. 

P. 33. ANS. 7, 8. There is an example in the Istanbul Museum which has the 
date clearly as on ANS. 7. Thomas {JM.AB., 1852, p. 412) published one in 
his own collection. A specimen of this mint and date was in the Strauss Sale 
{Schuhnan, Jan., 1913, p. 62, no. 993). It is certain that the coin described by 
Markoff {Cat, des monnaies arsacides, &o., p, 128, no. 45) has a date legend similar 
to the above, and cannot possibly be read as dvajpnja i.e. 52 as he has done. 
Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 472, no. 161) described an example of the same 
mint and date. The coins ascribed by Thomas {J.R^A.S,, 1850, p. 316) and 
Niitzel {Cat., no. 146) to this year ought to be dated 54, See nos. 42 and 43 
below. 

P. 33. 42. Cf. Berlin Museum Catalogue, no. 146, where the date is 

= jHPisiJAH, though Niitzel read it as 53. 

P. 34. 43. = Thomas, J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 316, no. 53, PL III, fig. xv:5= Mordt- 
mann, Z,D.M,G.y 1854, p. 160, no. 803. The latter read the date correctly as 54. 
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P. 34. 44. TEe date on the Berlin specimen (Niitzel, no. 147) appears to 

approximate to this one. 

P. 35. 46. In the Strauss Sale (Schulman, Jan., 1913, p. 62, no. 995) another 

example is recorded, but the reverse marginal legend is wrongly interpreted as 
the Arabic 413 Ma/i. Cf. Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G,, 1879, p. 88, no. 26. 

P. 35. Th. 6. Cf. Mordtmann, Z3M.G,, 1848, pp. 111-12 ; 1854, p. 160, 
no. 804, PL IX, no. 33; 1879, p. 88, no. 27. He also records {ibid., 1879, p. 89, 
no. 29) a specimen in his own collection which had the o/ r. of the fire-altar. 

P. 35. 47. This is similar to the coin described by Mordtmann {Z.BM.G., 

1879, p. 89, no. 28) in the von Prokesch-Osten Collection. Of three coins of this 
mint and date in the Istanbul Museum one is as the above, while the other two 
have DA as the mint-signature. These latter are nos. 16 and 17 of the Catalogue 
of Ghalib Edhem who, however, attributed them in error to 'Abd ai-Malik ibn 
Marwan. In the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (Nutzel, nos. 148-9), are two 
specimens, one with da and one as above. Djevdet-lfifendi (in J A. ^ 1862, p. 185) 
also recorded one of this year which he wrongly regarded as in terms of the 
Hijra. There is one of this date in the Bibliotheque Nationale {Lavoix, no. 144) 
which has been wrongly attributed to 62 (a.h.). 

P. 35, 48. There is a similar specimen in the Philip Thorburn Collection, 

London. In the Strauss Sale (Schulman^ Jan., 1913, p. 62, no. 994) a coin of this 
mint dated 57 is mentioned. In the absence of corroborative evidence, however, 
I am inclined to regard this as a mistake for 67, especially as the marginal 
legend tallies with the above. 

P. 36. 49. Thomas {J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 316, no. 55, PL III, fig. xv/4) recorded 
a similar specimen, with countermark no. 39, in the collection of Gen. Fox, 
which is now in Berlin {Nvdzel, no. 144). Cf. Mordtmann, Z.DM.G.^ 1879, p. 89, 
no. 30, where the mint-signature is interpreted as Adharbaijan. though in his 
previous paper (ibid., 1854, p. 161, no. 807) it was correctly equated with 
Istakhr (Persepolis). 

P. 36, 50. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas (J.R.A.8., 1850, p. 288, 
no. 5) who read the mint-signature as (i.e. sjish). Valentine (p. 78) read it 
as atba. The coin described by Markofi (op. cit., p. 129, no. 47) is of this date, 
and probably of the same mint, interpreted as ? 1 y:A=HTRA. He has mistakenly 
ascribed the coin, however, to Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan. Dorn (Melanges 
Asiatiques, ii, p. 261, no. 2 = Tiesenhausen, no. 118) made the same mistake. 
The coin is apparently a posthumous issue. See Introduction, Biographical 
Sketch of Ziyad. 

P. 37. Z. 3. Cf. above the coins of this mint and date with the name of 
Khusrau II, p. 21. I have seen another example of this year and mint in an 
uncatalogued collection in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 37. B. 7. In the Ethnographical Museum, Ankara, there is a similar speci- 
men with the date in this form, Niitzel, however, read this date form as yajpnja 

P. 37. ETN. 6. In the Convent of St. Anne, Jerusalem, I have seen a similar 
specimen with this spelling of the date, and I have also seen another example in 
an unpublished collection in the Istanbul Museum. This is the spelling on the 
coin mentioned by Thomas (J.i2..4./S;,1850, p. 287, no. 1) which he transliterated 
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as YAZFNJA The example illustrated By Stickel (Handlmcli, ii, pp. 86-"7, 

no. 42, PL) besides having the date in this form, which he transliterates as 
yaIpnja (KMSiK’’), has an apparent variant of the obverse marginal legend, but 
as the edge is somewhat clipped it is impossible to be certain of this. It 
may be a fault in the engraving. In the Strauss Sale (Schulman, Jan., 19.13, 
p. 62, no. 999) there was a coin of this mint, read as baiza, and of this date, 
which seemingly had > in the (obverse) margin to r. The example in the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, must be similar since it shows clearly y in 
the obverse margin. In the Osman Andag Collection in Istanbul I saw one with 
margin 41 p.. 

P. 38. ANS, 9. See Tiesenhausen, no. 103 = Dorn, Melanges, ii, p, 260, 
no. ,10. 

P. 38. 54. See Thomas g,KA,8., 1850, p. 288, no. 2) and Stickei {Handhuch, 

ii, pp. 87-8, no. 43). 

P. 39. B. 8. Mordtmann (Z.B.M.G., 1879, p. 91, no. 39) records a variant 
with the governor’s name truncated thus: ziyat-i/abusup (w). Examples 
were in the Subhi Pasha Collection and in his own cabinet. 

P. 39, 56. If the traditional date of Ziyad’s death is accepted these are post- 
humous coins. 

P. 40. CAM. 2. This is the same as the coin published by Thomas {J,R A.S., 
1850, p. 288, no. 6), who, however, only illustrated the mint, date, and name- 
legend (PI. II, fig. I). There is a specimen in the Istanbul Museum. In the 
Osman Andag Collection, Istanbul, I found another on which the hair at the 

back of the head has become JQ; and the date is defectively written as 

px(j)PNJA. These must be considered posthumous issues if the traditional date 
of Ziyad’s death (a.h, 53) be correct. 

P. 41. 59. = Thomas {J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 315, no. 51) where the date was 

read as 43 (sijhl), wrongly in my opinion. So Mordtmann {Z,DM,G,, 1854, 
p. 152, no. 763) and Tiesenhausen (no. 86). See note to 60 below. 

P. 41. 60. A similar specimen but with ear-ring as on no, 58 is illustrated in 

V. Schrotter’s Worierhuch der Milnzkunde, PL 25, no. 408, although the date is 
wrongly read (p. 776} as 43 a.h. 

P. 41. B. 9. Nfitzel read the date as 43 (sjhl) and (on p. 382) equated it 
with the Hijra era. There is an example in the Ashraolean Museum, Oxford, 
which has the name-legend written in a somewhat angular script. 

P. 41. 61. The coin in the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin, ascribed by 

Niltzel (no. 97) to this date is really the same date as no. 58 above, which I 
regard as being dated 41. See note to B. 9 above. The coin of this date and mint 
from the cabinet of S. Alishan recorded by Mordtmann {Z,D.M,G,y 1865, p. 465, 
no. 155) as having the name-legend ziat-i-abuahan i.e. Ziyad son of his father 
(a^\ ^y iU j) can only be regarded as a misreading of an imperfectly engraved 
legend. Ziyad’s disputed paternity is most unlikely to have been so flagrantly 
proclaimed on an official issue from a mint under his control. See Introduction 
(Biographical Sketches). 

P. 42. ETN. 7, Mordtmann (Z.HJf.ff., 1858, p. 50, no. 294 « Tiesenhausen, 
no. 102) mentions a unique coin of this date, unfortunately not illustrated, on 
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which he asserts that in place of the mint-signature there is the name of ziyat. 
I suspect that the coin in question was similar to ETN, 7, or to no. 66, and that 
Mordtmann misinterpreted the rare mint-signature as the name of the Governor 
repeated on the reverse {Z.BM.G,, 1879, p. 90), a most improbable happening. 
The coin was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 

P. 42. L 16. There was another specimen in the Strauss Sale (Schulman, 
Jan., 1913, p. 62, no. 998) where the mint-signature was read as ]sri(sA). 

P. 42. 62. A similar coin in the collection of Dr. I. Pietraszewski was the 

subject of Olshausen’s article in Koehne’s Zeitschrift fur Munz-, Siegel- und 
Wappenhunde, vol. iv (1844), pp, 367-71, PL XL 2. The same coin is drawn on 
the front page of L.-L. Sawaszkiewicz : Le Genie de VOrient, Brussels, 1846. 
Cf. Mordtmann {Z.DM.G,, 1864, p. 153, no. 766) where the mint-signature is 
read as ni(sa). An imclipped specimen in the Philip Thorburn Collection, 
London, weighs 60 gr. (3*88 grm.). 

P. 42. C. 5. In the Copenhagen Catalogue it has been wrongly dated 52 and 
the mint-signature has been interpreted as ni(sa). Previous to my obtaining a 
cast of the above coin the sole authority for this date was Thomas {J.R.A.S., 
1850, p. 288, no. 4). His specimen, unfortunately not reproduced, was in the 
Stokes Collection, 

P. 42. 0. 1. Cf. the date on STA. 1 and 0. 2, p. 43. 

P. 43. 64. This is the coin mentioned by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1854, 

p, 152, no. 766). 

P. 43, I. 17. Dorn mentioned an example of this mint- signature and date 
in his Melanges Asiatiques (iii, p. 628, no. b = Tiesenhausen, no. 112). 

P. 43. STA. 1. Apparently this is similar to the coin recorded by Mordtmann 
{Z,D,M.G,, 1880, p. 161, no. 562) in the Collection of Dr. Hartmann of Beirut, 
although it is not illustrated and is dated by him year 30. See Introduction 
(Mint Notes), 

P. 43. 0. 2. Cf. the date on 0. 1 above. 

P. 44. I. 19. I am far from satisfied with my suggested explanation of the 
date legend ; cf. no. I. 20, p. 44. 

P.44, 1.20. See M. 24, p. 44. 

P. 44. ETN. 8. This may be regarded as a posthximous coin if the traditional 
date of Ziyad’s death be correct. 

P. 44. Dam. 1. The only feasible explanation of this remarkable date is 
that an old reverse die of a Sassanian coin has been re-used many years after- 
wards under the Arabs. 

P. 45. 65. Mordtmann {Z.DM.G,, 1879, p. 90, no. 36) recorded a similar 

example in the Subhi Pasha Collection. Another specimen in the Windisch- 
Gratz Collection {Zanibaur^ p. 9, no. 5) weighed 4*05 grm. (62*5 gr.). 

P. 45. L 21. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 91, no. 37) mentioned one in 
the Subhi Pasha Collection. 

P. 45. ETN. 9. There is another example in the Convent of St. Anne, 
Jerusalem. 

P, 45. 66. This mint-signature which is exceedingly rare, if not unique, is not 

found to my knowledge in the regular Sassanian series, and I suspect that it may 
possibly be a variant due to defective engraving with punches of the mint- 
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signature no. 23 (cf. ETN. 7). There is a close resemblance in stylo between tin; 
two coins. 

P. 46. M. 26, Mo.rdtniami gave the date as sijhi. (i.e. 43) but I am inclined 
to regard this as the usual misinterpretation of the year 41 . The coin tall ies, so 
far as mint; date, and additional pellets are concerned, with the coins already 
described under Muawiya (nos. 35 ff.) and Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan (nos. 58 tf.) and 
those of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir described p. 48 (nos. 701!.). The coin in the 
Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin, of an uncertain governor mentioned by Niitzel 
(no. 98) is almost certainly one of Samura’s of the same mint and date. See 
also Introduction (Biographical Sketches). 

P. 46. Sell. 2. The coin in question was not properly attributed in the Cata- 
logue, but judging from the illustration on PL I it certainly bore the name of 
Samura as described above. According to the Plate reference numbers only the 
obverse would appear to be illustrated, but strange to say the reverse of coin 
no. 2054 on the same plate agrees exactly with the reverse of the Samura coin 
described by Mordtmann. I have therefore no hesitation in deducing, on other 
grounds as well (see note to Th. 7 below), that the reverse in c|uestion. has been 
transposed. I have restored the two in the illustration (fig. 3). 

The obverse only of the same Samura dirham is illustrated also in E. 
Martinori: La Momta: Yocaholario Generate, Rome, 1915, p. 112, but wrongly 
attributed to Khusrau III (591-628) [am]. 

P. 47. 67. Another specimen from his own cabinet is recorded by Mordt- 

mann {Z.DJI.G,, 1879, p. 98, no. 75) though he interpreted the mint-signature 
as UT. 

P. 47. 68. There is a similar specimen of this year and mint in the Istanbul 

Museum. ' 

P. 47. 69. There is also one in the Istanbul Museum with this transposed 

obverse name-legend, but with the date correctly written as on no. 68 above. 
I also noted an example in the Arab Museum, Damascus, on which the date was 
defectively written as i.e. jhikjhl (am). 

P. 48. Th. 7. Another example of this type I have noted in the Arab Museum, 
Damascus. In the White King Sale (Sc Wwati, June, 1905, no. 2054) a coin of 
this governor, wrongly ascribed to Mu'awiya, is illustrated (PL I) with a reverse 
of this mint and date. The obverse is exactly like no. 69, p. 47, of the mint of 
BiSH(apur) while the reverse tallies with the reverse of a coin of Samura ibn 
Jundab recorded by Mordtmann (see M. 26, p. 47). Moreover, a measurement 
of the diameters by means of a micrometer reveals the fact that the two sides 
cannot possibly belong to the same coin. The most natural deduction to make 
is that the reverse of the Samura coin (no. 2051) has been inadvertently allo- 
cated to the obverse of the coin of 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir (no. 2054). I have 
restored it to its proper context above (p. 46). See note to Sch. 2 above. 

P. 48. 72. There is an example of the same mint and date in the Philip 

Thorburn Collection, London. 

P. 50. 74. There is also a clear specimen in the American Numismatic 

Society, New York. 

P. 51. B. 10. In the Berlin Catalogue this date is read as yajsi i.e. 31, which 
it closely resembles. Cf. note to SHM. 1 below. 
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P. 52. SHM. 1. This coin, part of a find, is illustrated in an article hy Ulla S. 
Linder in Nordish I^umismatish Arsshnftj 1938, fig, 2, p. 116. Unfortunately 
(on p. 110) the date is wrongly read as sij-sih, 33 (cf. note to B. 10 above), and 
the name-legend is mistaken as that of Khusrau II on the authority of no less 
a person than Professor Nyberg {namnets shrivning hogst sdllsam och singular) \ 

P. 52. 75. This unique coin Was first published by the writer in Num, 

U/ifow., 1935, p., 249. . 

P, 53. I. 23. Mordtmann 1879, p. 93, no. 43) recorded a similar 

specimen in his own collection. 

P. 54. J. 2. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 95, no. 65) quotes this coin, but 
prefers to read the date as 64. I have also noted another example of this same 
mint and date in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 54. B. 11. There are two specimens of this coin in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 54. I. 26. Mordtmann (Z.D.Jf. ft, p. 95, no. 64) recorded another example, 
in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 

P. 54. ETN. 11. Inthe E. E. Oliver Sale (ScJiulman, Nov., 1907, no. 731, PL) 
the obverse of a coin similar to this is illustrated (with countermarks) though it 
is wrongly attributed to 'Ubaidallah’s brother Sal m. It was said to be of this 
mint-signature (interpreted as Baha district de Merv) and dated 60, but as the 
reverse is not reproduced it is impossible to vouch for this reading. 

P. 55. B. 12. = Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G,, 1879, p. 94, no. 55). 

P. 58. 80. There was a specimen of this mint and date in the Davis Collec- 
tion, Baghdad (now dispersed), on which there was a small star r. and small 
crescent 1. of fiames respectively on the reverse. The coin measured 125 ; and 
weighed 6L9 gr. (4-01 grm.). Lavoix, no. 139, is of the same mint and date; 
weight 3-94 though it is 'piece frag7nentee. Cf. Niltzel, no. 103. See above M. 36, 

P.58. 82. Cf. Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 1854, p. 155, no. 778; ^62^., 1865, 
p. 485, no. 70). In the former case the date is given as ]SIUPN^A, but this is only 
Mordtmann’s reconstruction of the date as reported by Thomas (J.R,A.8., 1850, 
p. 291) who merely refers to a specimen in the British Museum and another in 
the Masson Collection of this date without reproducing the Pehlevi form em- 
ployed. Neither no. 81 nor 82 can be the particular coin quoted by Thomas. 

Examples similar to no. 82 exist in the Eitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, 
in the Convent of the Flagellation, Jerusalem, and in the Arab Museum, 
Damascus. The second is the one briefly noted by Pere Paulin Lemaire in Nmn, 
Chron.^ 1938, p. 295. 

P. 58. 83. A coin in the Copenhagen Museum (no. 64) is like this. It weighs 
2*70 grm. (41*7 gr.). It is clipped. 

P. 59. RB. 8. The specimen in the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (AtiteeL 
no. 104, PL II) is similar to this, only in addition it has countermark no. 11 in 
first quarter. 

P. 59. 86. The specimen mentioned by Pere Paulin Lemaire (Awm. Chron.^ 

1938, p. 295) in the Convent of the Flagellation, Jerusalem, is like the above. 
I also noticed two other specimens of this date in the Osman Aridag Collec- 
tion in Istanbul. One of them had the date somewhat truncated at the end 
so that it looked like 31 (see above, 0. 3, PL XL. 3). There are two other speci- 
mens in the American Numismatic Society, New York, but each has been badly 
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clipped. Tliere are two in tlie Fitzwilliam Museuni, Ganibridge, one oi wliicli is 
cut. One of these may be the coin from the Masson Collection which Thomas 
read as of the year 68. The coins in the Berlin Museum {]!^ulzel, nos. 106 and 
107) and in the Bibliotlieque Nationale no. 141) ought really to be 

dated 61 and not 68. See T. 8, p. 60. 

P. 59. 87. There is a clearer specimen in the E. T. Newell Collection, New 

York. There was a clipped specimen in the Windisch-Gratz Collection (vol. YIL 
i, by E. V. Zambaur, no, 6). 

P. 60. Ox. 3. Cf. date on B. 17, p, 70. There is a possibility that the digit 
may be for two (r>u), cf. the syllable du in the governor’s name on P. 4, p, 64. 

P. 60. B. 13. There is one like this in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 
(Tremlett Bequest). 

P. 60. 0. 5, Previous to my seeing this coin the only record I had of an 

example of this mint and date was the statement of Thomas (e/.E,/1.8., 1850, 
p. 291) in which he mentioned a rare example in the Masson Collection. Un- 
fortunately it was not reproduced or even described. It may be the coin now in 
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. See Cam. 4, p. 60. 

P. 61. 89. I am strongly inclined to regard this mint-signature as a variant 

of that of BJEA (Ba§ra) because of the resemblance not only in workmanship but 
also in such details as the :: after the -db in the margin and the breast-orna- 
ment but even more so the unusual form of the ear-ring 

P. 62. Cam. 5. This is apparently the coin recorded by Thomas 
1850, p. 290, no. 8) from the Masson Collection. According to him it weighed 
58*0 gr. (3-75 grm.). He regarded the date shshvIvST (26) as a mistake for 
SHSHSHST (66). Mordtmann, however (Z.D.M.(t., 1854, p. 154, no. 772) accepted 
the earlier date and explained it in terms of the so-called Tabaristan era 
1879, p. 96), or, as I prefer to call it, the Post-Yezdigird era. This 
agrees with the historical data. 

P. 63. 90; Thomas published this coin (in JM.A.S., 1850, p. 290, no. 7 = 

Tiesenhausen, no. 89) but failed to note the unusual spelling of the Governor’s 
name. There is also a similar example in the Istanbul Museum (Recent 
Acquisitions). 

P. 63. B. 15. There is a coin of this mint ascribed to this date by Karabacek 
(in Wiener NumismatiscJie Monatshefte, 1865, p. 67, PL 2, no. 4), but the en- 
graving of the date is not too convincing. The coin is as B. 14, p. 62, with the 
following differences: ohv, small crescent and pellet over 1. shoulder; rev. small 
star r. and small crescent 1. of flames, and in the margin The weight is 

given as 58-9 gr. (3*82 grm.). 

P. 63. 0. 6. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G,, 1879, p. 93, no. 44) recorded a coin in his 

own collection of this mint and date, but unfortunately he did not illustrate it, 
though he stated that the marginal legend was ^ :: which if correct is a 

variant of the above, 

P. 63. L 30. A similar coin was mentioned by Mordtmann 1879, 

p. 93, no. 45) as being in his own cabinet, but it was not illustrated. 

P. 63. 91. I have seen a similar specimen in the Istanbul Museum (Recent 

Acquisitions) with the date thus: 

P. 64. P. 4. Lavoix did not observe the' change in the spelling of the 



186 NOTES 

Governor’s name. Another example is said to have been in the Johnston Sale 
16 July, ^ 

P. 64. 92. Three coins of this year with this mint-signature are in the Berlin 

IhiBeum {Nutzel, nos. 112-14), but they are wrongly attributed to Yezd. 

P. 64. 93. There is a better specimen, undipped, of this variety in the Philip 

Thorbuxn GolleGtion, London. It weighs 62*8 gr. (4-07 grm.). 

P. 65. 95. ex Masson Collection = Thomas, J.i?. 1850, p. 291, no. 13. 

The same coin is illustrated in Wilson’s Ariana Antiqua, 1841, PL XVII, no. 3. 
Mordtnaann (Z.D.iM.G., 1854, p. 155, no. 779) read the mint- signature as 
KRMANSF. See also Olshausen {Die PeJilewt-Legenden, 1843, pp. 53-6). 

P. 66. I. 32. Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 1879, p. 95, no. 68) described a similar 
coin in his own collection which, however, he dated as 69 (navshst), and which 
would have made it a posthumous issue since 'Ubaidallah was killed in a.h. 67. 
It weighed 55-6 gr. (3*6 grm.). Unfortunately it was not illustrated. The 
unusual Pehlevi epithet added to the governor’s name means ‘ Victorious ’. 

P. 66. 97. This is the coin recorded by Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 1850, p. 507, 

no. 10; 1854, p, 155, no. 781) who was also unable to decipher the Pehlevi 
legends in the first and third quarters. The extremely worn condition of the 
coin, particularly the obverse, renders it practically impossible to illustrate. 

P. 68. 1. 35. Cf. the coins of airan, p. 52 f. See Introduction (Mint Notes). 

P. 68. 99. Cf. Dorn’s example (Melanges, Yiii, p. 276), Nutzel, no. 117, and 

Ascoli, pp. 71-2, Pis. I and II, no. 10 where, however, the mint-signature is 
read as zn. There is a specimen similar to this in the E. T. Newell Collection, 
New York, but it has the usual ear-ring on the obverse. See Miles (op. cit,, 
p. 7, no, 7 b). 

P, 68. 100. s=: Miles (op. cit., p. 6, no. 7 a). In the Davis Collection, Baghdad 
(now dispersed), there was a specimen of this type with usual ear-ring on obverse 
and with a tiny triangle of dots above the left wing of the king’s head-dress. 
The coin measured 1-25 in. and weighed 62 gr. (4*01 grm.). 

P. 69. 101. I noticed in a London sale room a similar specimen on which 

the Pehlevi legend in the first quarter of the margin was defectively written 
The coin weighed 63 gr. (4-08 grm.). There is a variant illustrated in Stickel 
(ii, PL 45). 

P. 69. 102. See Nutzel, nos. 118, 119; Miles (op. cit., p. 7, nos. 8 a and 8 b); 

Nmn. Circ., 1935, col. 433. 

P. 69. 103. A similar, but clipped specimen with ear-ring as usual .*• appeared 

in a London sale room recently; Num. Circ., 1935, col. 433. See Miles (op. cit., 
p. 7, nos. 9 A and 9 b). 

P. 69. 104. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 94, no. 57) mentions a coin, in 

his own collection, of this mint-signature, which he interpreted as zd, and of 
this date, which apparently had another Pehlevi legend in the first quarter, 
namely istijpto/. Unfortunately he did not reproduce this remarkable coin* 

P. 69. I. 37. I have dated this 63 with a certain amount of reservation since 
there is such a slight difference sometimes in the Pehlevi forms for 62 (trinshst) 
and 63 (tltshst), Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1858, p. 51, no. 299) recorded an 
example of this mint and year in the Jena Cabinet, but Stickel (Eandhuch, ii, 
1870, no. 45) correctly interpreted the date as 61. (See his Plate no. 45.) The 
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other example mentioned by Mordtmann (Z.D.M,G,, 1879, p. 95, no. 62) of this 
date is no doubt likewise a misreading of 61. Unfortunately the absence of a 
reproduction leaves the matter in some doubt. Miles (op, eiL, p. 7, no. 10) also 
accepts the reading 63 for a date which, as can be seen from his Plate I of a 
Herzfeld coin, ought really to be read as 61, as on no. 101. 

P. 69. B. 16, As 'Ubaidallah was killed in a.h. 67, this coin must be a post- 
humous issue. Mordtmann (Z,D,M,G., 1879, p. 95, no. 67) also ascribed to 
this mint and year a coin in the von Prokesch-Osten Collection. 

P. 69, ANS. 11. This mint-signature is read by Mordtmann as kisht of which 
he regarded the mint-signature no. 16, p. 61, as an abbreviated form, namely kot. 

P. 70. I. 38. I came across another example in the Convent of St. Aime, 
Jerusalem. Unfortunately I have been unable to illustrate either specimen. 

P.70. 105. I have seen another example like this one in the Istanbul 

Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

P. 70. B. 17. Niitzel regarded the date as uncertain. Cf. similar date on 
Ox. 3, p. 60, above. 

P. 71. 106. I have seen a similar coin with the same unusual form of the 

mint-signature in the Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

P. 71. I. 40. In the White King Sale Catalogue (Scimhrian, June, 1905, 
no. 2053, PI. I) there was a coin ascribed to this mint, with no date specified. 
Unfortunately only the obverse was illustrated. I am inclined to regard it as 
being similar to B. 22, p. 72 (PL XIII. 1) because of the presence in the first 
quarter of the margin of a Pehlevi legend which, so far as I have found, only 
occurs on coins of this governor struck at this mint. 

P. 71. ETN. 15. There is also an example of this mint and date in the 
Osman Aridag Collection, Istanbul. 

P. 72. B. 19. This is the coin from the General Pox Collection described by 
Thomas { J , R . A . S ,, 1850, p. 291, no. 14) who read the mint-signature as yshkan 
or kshkan; Mordtmann, however, proposed Zangan (Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 95, 
no. 60 5). In the Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions) I came across an 
example of this same mint and date, which, however, showed that the margin 
was ^ :: Cf. coins B. 20 and B, 21, p. 72. 

P. 72. B. 21; Although the three coins described above (B, 19-21) arc 
ascribed to separate mints by Niitzel, it seems to me more than probable that 
they are all varieties of the same mint of which B. 19 above preserves the fullest 
form of the name. There are two other examples of the above variety in the 
Istanbul Museum. 

P. 72. B. 22. This is the coin mentioned by Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G,, 1879, 
p. 93, no. 47). As I mentioned above (note to L 40) the obverse of a coin 
illustrated in the White King Sale Catalogue appears to resemble the above 
obverse and shows the Pehlevi legend comparatively clearly as (U- 

only apparent differences between the two obverses are that the W hitc King coin 
had a small crescent over the 1. shoulder of the bust and :: at the end of the 
hasmala in the margin. 

P. 73. ETN. 16. There is a similar example in the Istanbul Museum (Recent 
Acquisitions), 
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P, 73, 108. TMs uniqne first published by the present writer in 

Nwm.Cyon., 1935, p. 250, PL XVIII. 6. 

P. 73. Mar. 2. As I have not been able to see this coin or obtain a cast, the 
description is based on that of Markoff (op. aL). Of. 0. 7, p. 74. 

P. 74. 0. 7. Although this mint is not represented amongst the regular 
coins of ""Ubaidallah ibn Ziyad which bear his full name, there is no reason to 
suppose that the coins with the name 'Ubaidallah only were issued for any 
other governor, especially since the mint in question (Herat) was in that 
governor’s jurisdiction at the date in question. I believe that the coin described 
by Mordtmann {Z3M,0., 1879, p. 93, no. 48) was really similar to the above. 
See above M. 34, p. 53. 

P. 74. 111. Nos. 110 and 111 are the coins mentioned by Thomas {J,R.A.S., 

1850, p. 295, no. 22). Cf. no. 128. 

P. 75. 112. Thomas {J,R.A,S., 1850, p. 294, no. 18) considered the date as 

a corrupt rendering for 66 (shshshst). This mint is no doubt the one intended 
by Valentine (p. 78) instead of his toy st which is vouched for by none of the 
authorities as a mint-signature of Salm. 

P. 75. 113. Cf. Thomas {Prinsep^s Essays, i, p. 66) and note to no. 115 

below. 

P. 75. B. 23. It is possible that the date is hshtshst=68 (a.h.). 

P. 76. 115. The example of this mint and date in the Copenhagen Cabinet 

{0simp, no. 65) has the date clearly written thus: w = hf(t)shst. It has to 

be borne in mind that a defectively written 67 as on coin no. 115 is liable to be 
mistaken for a 70 = hftat). The specimen in the Ashmolean Museum, 

Oxford, has a defective date, which could easily be read as 70. 

P. 76. 117. Cf. Niltzel, no. 136, PL II and 137-40. 

P. 77. P. 5. This is the coin which was wrongly dated as 61 by both Thomas 
{J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 294, footnote) and Mordtmann (Z,D,M,G,, 1879, p. 97, 
no. 70). 

P. 77. 122. ex Masson Collection = Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 293, no. 15). 

This is the coin which Mordtmann attributed to Sistan (in Z.D.M.G., 1854, 
p. 158, no. 789), reading the mint-signature as si, and later (in Z.DM.G,, 1879, 
p. 97) to Susa, reading the mint-signature as su. Thomas read the Pehlevi 
letters as izd and interpreted them as Yezd. Another example mentioned by 
Thomas is now in the Berlin Cabinet (General Fox Collection). Niitzel (no. 141) 
followed Thomas’s attribution. The Berlin specimen weighs 624 gr. (4-02 grm.). 

A similar interpretation of a mint-signature on the part of Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M 1879, pp. 96-7) is no doubt his reason for his Susa year 54 with the 
marginal legend ^ (in fourth quarter) which he regarded as ohne Zimifel der 
Name Belem, Although he stated that this coin was in the Berlin Museum there 
is no trace of it in Niitzel’s Catalogue as such. Instead the coin described by 
Niitzel (no. 141) and attributed to Yezd and dated 56 has countermarks which 
tally very closely with the legends recorded by Mordtmann. What the latter 
regarded as the Arabic for Salm is, if this is the correct deduction, none other 
than the countermark no. 39 badly stamped. 

P. 77. 123. ex Masson Collection. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas 

{J,R.A£,, 1850, p. 294; cf. Mordtmann, Z.DM,G,, 1854, p. 158, no. 790). 
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Thomas read the date as iisua*pi6» = TLTSH(s)T i.e. 63 (cf. C. 6, p. 82). Mordtmann 
suggested reading the countermark no. 52 as 'Istayir in Persia’. 

P. 78. 126. There is an example in the Ashmoiean Museum, Oxford, on which 

the date is similarly written, but the obverse has small crescent over 1. shoulder. 

P. 79. 131. This coin has been cut down to the Tabaristan standard. 

P. 79. 132. There is also a specimen illustrated in Wilson’s Ariana jhiiiqua^ 

PL XVII, 2. See Olshausen, pp. 49 and p, 75. The latter read the governor 
as 'Amr ibn Ziyad. Krafft (p. 19, no, 3) and Mordtmann (Z.Z).J/.6L, 1850, 
p. 507) corrected this. 

P. 80. B. 24. Olshausen, p. 79, recorded one in the Pogge Collection, Greifs- 
wald. See Krafft, p, 19, no, 5. The countermark on the Berlin coin is described 
by Niitzel as a horse’s head with a wing behind and with a legend which he 
regarded as Arabic _|JL (?). With this opinion I cannot agree. The countermark 
resembles no. 7 in my list of countermarks and the script above the head is not 
Arabic but Pehievi. 

P. 80. B. 25. The date, however, is only presumably 67, it may, in fact, be an in- 
distinct 70 (tiauJUD©!^ =hftat). Cf. note to no. 115 above. Thomas {J.R.A.8., 
1850, p. 294) declares that this is a common date. So far I have seen no certain 
example of it amongst the coins of this governor struck at this mint. But sec 
mint of Merv al-Eudh, 

P. 81. 138. The additional Kufic word on the obverse margin is al-'AzIz 

Hhe Mighty’, one of the nine and ninety beautiful names of Allah. It also 
appears on the coins of 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir. Note diacritic 
point over the first zain in the legend as it appears on the coin. 

The unusual Ephthalite legend on the reverse margin is paralleled on the 
Arah-Ephthalite coins described below on p. 127. 

P. 82. 145. There is a coin of this mint ascribed to the year 62 in the 

Johnston Sale Catalogue July, 1906, p. 13) but I suspect that it is a 

misreading of the date 63. 

P. 82. C. 6. 0strup wisely described the date on this coin as douteuse. 
Nevertheless I am inclined to read it as 63 as being the most probable explana- 
tion. In spite of the countermarks in the second quarter I can sec no trace of 
any underlying Arabic legend as one would expect. 0strup regarded the marginal 
legend as being effaced. With this I cannot agree. This absence of the customary 
Arabic marginal legend is by no means unique. Of. nos. 161-2. 

P. 83, B. 26. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas {J.R.A,S., 1850, p. 294, 
no. 1 7^2) as being in the General Fox Collection ( = Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G.^ 
1854, p. 159, no. 795). 

P, 83. 150. ex Masson Collection. This unique coin is the one mentioned by 

Thomas (JJLA.8., 1850, p. 295) although his transcription of the mint-name is 
not accurate (PL II, fig. 15) ; hence Mordtmanii’s hVkd falch, halch 
1854, p. 158, no. 792) and Valentine’s fdh (p. 80). Bee also Tiesenhausen, 
no. 150. The coin is reproduced here for the first time (see Mint Notes). 

P. 84. Ox. 4. Of this remarkable coin, hitherto unpublished, I have seen two 
other examples, one in the Fitzwiiliam Museum, Cambridge, and one in the 
Istanbul Museum (Kecent Acquisitions). 

P. 84. 151. = Thomas {J.KA,8., 1850, p. 317, no. 55), who suggested that 
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the mint was Basra. See Mint Notes, s.v. bj. Mordtmann, however 
1854, p. 169, no. 857), read the mint-signature as bi = Bihistun. See Tiesen- 
hamm, no. 104, Another specimen in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, is the 
coin from the Bardoe Elliot Collection recorded by Thomas (J.E.A.S., 1852, 
■p. AOS). ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 

B. 85. 152. This and Dam. 7, p. 86, are the first examples of this mint- 

signature to be published (see Mint Notes). 

P. 86. J. 4. Another specimen in Mordtmann’s own collection is mentioned 
by him (Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 100, no. 78) similar to ETN. 17. It weighed 
58*7 gr. (3*8 grm.). 

P. 87. ETN. 18. The specimen of this mint wrongly ascribed by Tiesenhausen 
(no. 116, PL I, no. 11) to the year 53 is similar to the above. It was in the 
Prince Gagarine Collection. Tiesenhausen interpreted the mint as bil (Ji) 
which actually is a rare Umaiyad mint in the regular Muhammadan series of 
dirhams (see Nutzel, PL IV, no. 327). The coin also wrongly ascribed by Niiteel 
(no. 100) to the year 53 and to the mint of Eiruzabad, is similar to the above. 
It weighs 48*6 gr. (3*15 grm.). Nutzel (p. 381) wrongly dated it in terms of the 
era of Khusrau II following Mordtmann. 

P. 87. B. 27. Nutzel read the date as sipnja = 53 and equated it with the 
era of Khusrau II. 

There was a coin of this governor, judging by the marginal legend (<10 
^j) in the Siouffi Collection, Mosul (Supplement, no. 1, 1891, p. 20), but no 
particulars as to mint or date are given, 

P, 87. B. 28. This is the coin mentioned by Mordtmann (Z.Z).M.(?., 1879, 
p. 101, no. 81). ' 

P. 88. B. 29. The countermark is described by Nutzel as ‘ Kopf und Hals 
eines Fabeltieres 

P. 88. 158. Of. Nutzel, no. 156, though he read the mint-signature as baba. 

P. 89. 162. A variety of this date illustrated in the Michael Sale Catalogue 

{Schulnian, March, 1914, PL I, no. 393) is now in the Philip Ziegler Collection, 
Manchester. It weighs 46-6 gr. (3-02 grm.) only, since it is slightly clipped. 

P. 89. 163. Cf. Nutzel, no. 158, where the date is hshtsh(s)t: 

P.90. 166. This coin, or a similar one, was first published by Thomas 
(J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 300, no, 27) but never illustrated, hence Mordtmann^s doubts 
regarding the rare form of the date (Z.D.iIf.f?,, 1854, p, 161, no. 809). But this 
hybrid dating, half Aramaic and half Pehlevi— -not as Mordtmann regarded it 
‘halb arabisch und halb persisch ’—is not exceptional (see C. 6, p. 82). 

Thomas read the mint-signature as but I prefer to regard it as an 

abbreviation of the name of Khurasan, the province over which 'Abdallah ibn 
Khazim was governor. The same mint-signature is to be found on the coins 
described on pp. 127-9, which I have named Arab-Ephthalite, and which I 
consider to have been issued by this same governor. 

P. 90. 167. This date was first recorded by Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 300, 

no. 25) but not illustrated. Vincent Smith {Catalogue of the Coins in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, i, p. 230, no. 3) also mentions an example of this mint and 
date which he read as sishast, but I have been unable to verify this. StickeFs 
example illustrated in his Eandbuch (ii, p. 92, PL no. 50) is wrongly dated. 
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The correct date is 69 (NAVSiST)/ Gf. the examples iios, 175-84 tliis date, 
particularly the appearance of the pellets in the reverse margin wlu'ch 

definitely fixes the later date. 

P. 93. 184. Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 300, no. 25/) mentions an (‘xa,m]dc 

with the name of 'Abdallah’s father spelled hazm (presumably in TAlilevi. 
As he does not illustrate the coin we have only his word for this variety. 

Another example, with countermarks, of this mint and date is illustrated in 
Stickel’s Handhuch (ii, Pi. no. 50) where it is wrongly ascribed to the year 63, 
See also Niiizel, nos. 162-4. 

P. 94. 186. There is a coin of this mint and date, with pellet in addition to 

cross 1. of crown, in the American Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 
In the Transactions of the Russian Archaeological Society [in Ilussian], St. 
Petersburg, voL vi (1892), Tiesenhausen published and illustrated (pp. 229-30; 
PI.) a gold coin in the Collection of Gen. Komarov with the name of 'Abdallrdi 
ibn Khazim and of the above mint and date. The following is a description of 
it from the plate : 

As no. 186 above, but without As no. 185 above; margin with- 
countermarks ; breast-ornament ; out additional pellets, 
small crescent over 1. shoulder [holed 
1. of crown]. 

The coin is said to weigh 35-9 gr. (2*33 grm.) and to measure 1*1 inch (30 milli- 
metres). This seems a ridiculous weight for a gold coin of this size and has no 
parallel with any gold coin of the Sassanian or Muhammadan series. I conjec- 
ture that it is really gilt. It differs from any of the official silver, described 
above, of this mint and year in the epigraphy of the name-legend (thus janu: for 
and in having for breast-ornament ^ which occurs nowhere else on any of 
the coins of this governor known to me ; and lastly in having the margin with- 
out the additional pellets characteristic of the coins of this mint from 67-73. 
Unlike the gold forgeries of coins of 'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah mentioned (p. 193), 
however, it is not cast from a silver coin die. Cf. the so-called gold coin of 
AFZUT type in the Tabaristan section (p. 161). 

P. 94. B. 31. This is the coin referred to by Thomas {J.R.A,8., 1850^ p. 300, 
no. 25 i) as being in the General Fox Collection. As 'Abdallah died in a.h. 72 
this coin is a posthumous issue (cf. Mordtmann, Z.DMXL, 1879, p. 102). I see 
no reason to doubt this date, although there is but very little difference between 
72 and 73 in Pehlevi script. 

P, 95. Ox. 5, This is the unique coin first published by Thomas (J.7?.^.S., 
1852, pp. 411-12 = Mordtmann, Z.DM.G.^ 1854, p. 190, no. 49 ^Tiesenhausen, 
no. 176). This is the first time, however, that it has been reproduced. 

P. 95. 191. The coins of this governor were published for the first time in 

Bum. Ckron., 1934, pp. 290-2. There they were dated a.h. 74 and attributed to 
Talha ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Auf. Since then I have revised my opinion and have 
come to the conclusion that they belong to the preceding decade, and were struck 
in the name of Talha ibn 'Abdallah who was appointed governor of Blstiln in 
A.H. 63. Two other specimens of his coinage were also published in tlic same 
article (see below). Since then I have come across another example — though 
much corroded — amongst a collection of coins brought back by Mr. G. P. Tate 
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from Sistan itself, whicli coincides w my proposed interpretation of tlie above 
mint-signatnre. 

P. 96. 192. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas {J.R.A,S,, 1850, p. 304, 

no. 34) who, however, read the Kufic legend in the third quarter as , which 
Mordtmann 1854, p. 164, no. 838) gave as JjbJl, and which Tiesen- 

hansen (no. 169) transmitted. The word is actually (al-*Aziz i.e, ‘the 
Mighty’), one of the ninety-nine beautiful names of Allah and an appropriate 
one for a governor to employ whose name means ‘ Servant of the Mighty This 
same legend occurs also on the coins of Salm ibn Ziyad (see above no. 138 and 
note, p. 189). In this case, however, there is no diacritic point on the coin 
■legend. 

P. 96. Cam. 7. This is the coin from the Masson Collection mentioned by 
Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p, 304, no. 35). Mordtmann {Z.D.M,G., 1864, p. 164, 
no. 837) interpreted this mint-signature as si — Sijistan, of which province we 
know "Abd al-'Aziz was governor. Cf. note to 122, p. 188. 

P. 97. B. 32. As can readily be seen on examination of the Plate the 
attribution to this governor seems far from convincing. This particular coin, 
formerly in the General Fox Collection, was first published by Thomas {JM.A.S., 
1850, p. 320, no. 66 = Mordtmann, Z.D.M.6^., 1854, p. 171, no. 871 = Tiesen- 
hausen, no. 227). The difficulty of decipherment was apparent to all. Only 
Thomas had seen the coin itself before it passed into the Berlin Cabinet. Thomas, 
who left the reading of the governor’s name an open question, dated the coin 73 
(shaftat) and interpreted the mint-signature as tauma. Mordtmann, not having 
seen the coin, accepted these data. But when the coin went into the Berlin 
Museum he read the mint-signature as taut, apparently not realizing that the 
coin was one and the same as that previously mentioned by Thomas. Thus 
(Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 106) he has made two difierent versions of the same coin 
and classified them as separate entities. At the same time he has gone farther 
and interpreted the governor’s name on the Berlin specimen as 'Abd al-Kahman 
ibn 'Abdallah. Niitzel, however, disagreed with this rendering and substituted 
'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah, and also, correctly in my opinion, read the date as 
71 (in the form yajhftat). During an examination of the coins in the Istanbul 
Museum (Recent Acquisitions) I came across another example of the above, but 
unfortunately the governor’s name was just as problematical so that I am no 
nearer a solution. It is just possible that Mordtmann’s 'Abd al-Rahman may be 
the correct name, with the form of which it bears a close superficial resemblance, 
as can be seen by comparison with the actual coin of that governor described on 
p. 123. An argument against the 'Abd al-'Aziz attribution is the fact that the 
name on the above coin does not have the complete form which is characteristic 
of the coins of 'Abd al-'Aziz minted elsewhere (see no. 192, Cam. 7 and Ox. 6, 
pp. 96-7). 

P.97. Sch. 5. The present whereabouts of this coin is unknown to me. 
Another example is mentioned by Dorn (Melanges, II, p. 260, no. 13 = Tiesen- 
hausen, no. 171) as being in the Museum of the St. Petersburg Academy. In 
Tiesenhausen the margin is given as: 4)1 Ji^ 4)1 In all probability 
this is inaccurate. 

P. 98. 193. = Nmiismata Orientalia DXL. Marsden was unable, however, 
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to attribute this coin and a similar specimen was illustrated by A. de Long])erier 
in his Essai sur les medailles des Rois Perm (Paris, 1840, Ph XII, no. 2) and 
attributed to Sarbaraz by error. Olshausen (p. 47) correctly attributed it though 
he went wrong over the mint-signature. Thomas 1850, p. 303, no. 32) 

states that examples of this mint and date are common. H (3 gives the average 
weight of four specimens as 60*7 gr. (3*93 grm.). 

P. 98. ANS. 14. Cf. Thomas 1850, p. 303, no. 32 a). There is a 

similar specimen in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 99. B. 34. In the same Collection there is another specimen of this mint 
and date similar to the above but with countermarks nos. 14 and 4-3 on the 
obverse, and with pellet 1. and r. of mint-signature (Niitzel, no. 171). See also 
Tiesenliausen, no. 213, and Stickel {Eandhucliyii^ no. 52). 

P. 99. 194. There is also a (clipped) specimen of this date in the American 

Numismatic Society Collection, New York. 

P, 99. 195. There is a specimen like this one, but uninarred by counter- 

marks in the Philip Thorburn Collection, London. It weighs 62*3 gr. (4*04 grm.). 
Cf. the two examples in Berlin {Nutzel^ nos. 173, 174). 

P. 99* 196. There are three specimens of this date in the Fitzwilliam 

Museum, Cambridge, one of which has the countermark no. 47 = mewectt (of. 
Thomas, 1850, p. 303, no. 31). Thomas (op. cit.) gives the average 

weight of seven specimens which he had seen as 62*8 gr. (4*07 grm.), 

P. 100. 197. Ci. Nutzel,no. 175. There is a fine specimen of this date in the 

E. T. Newell Collection in the American Numismatic Society, New York, which 
shows the pellet on the r. margin clearly. When Thomas wrote in 1850 
{J.R.A,S,, p. 303, no. 31 a) he only knew of one specimen of this date in the 
Masson Collection. This coin is now in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. The 
coin described in the Istanbul Museum Catalogue (no. 18) and dated 72 is actually 
a coin of the above year as I found on examination. 

P. 100. 201. In the British Museum there are two casts in gold of this mint 

and year both from the .same mould. One came from the Claude Stewart Collec- 
tion 1848, and weighs 68*8 gr. (4*46 grm.); while the other came from the 
Prinsep Collection, 1847, and weighs 66*3 gr. (4-30 grm.), Thomas (J.R.AM,, 
1850, p. 303) accepted these as genuine gold coins struck by the Arab Governor 
"Umar ibn "XJbaidallah. They are both obviously cast from the same silver coin. 
Cf. note to 186, p. 191. Mordtmann {Z.D.ME,^ 1854, p. 164, no. 834) and 
Tiesenhausen (no. 211) have repeated Thomas’s assertion. 

P. 101. 203. Thomas (J.R.AM., 1850, p. 302, no. 30) records a coin of this 

mint and date but with marginal legend 4 which he states is in the British 
Museum. As there is no such coin in the National Collection and the above 
specimen which was acquired in 1845 was not mentioned by him, I can only 
conclude that his description of the marginal legend must be at fault, Mordt- 
mann (Z.D.l/.f?., 1850, p. 163, no. S2b — TiesenJtauiien, no. 104) transmitted 
Thomas’s description ; but he had not had an opportunity of seeing the coin 
itself. In 1879 {ZJJ.M.G., p. 102, no, 84) he recorded an example of this mint 
and date in the von Prokesch-Osten Collection. In this ease the marginal legend 
tallied with coins nos. 202 and 203. 

P. 101. Cam. 10. ex Masson Collection. This Is the coin mentioned by Thomas 
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{JMA.S,, 1850, p. 303, no. 33=Mordtmanii, 1854, p. 164, no. 831). 

Olshausen {Fehlewi-Legenden, p. 79) and Niitzel (no. 180) described a similar 
specimen. Amongst tbe Eecent Acquisitions of the Istanbul Museum there is 
another, but without the additional pellet in the fourth quarter of the obverse. 

P.102. 205. There is a similar specimen in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 

Cambridge. ■ 

P. 102. B. 35. This is the coin mentioned by Mordtmann (Z.D.M. Cj., 1879, 
p. 103, no. 85) who read the mint-signature as NiH = Nishapur. The coin is so 
badly broken that the casting has been a very delicate operation. 

P. 102. I. 42. Until I came across the above coin in Istanbul the only other 
record I had of such a remarkable piece was a statement by Mordtmann 
{Z.DM,G., 1879, p. 103, no, 86) of one in the Subhi Pasha Collection. 

P. 103. Th. 12. Dorn (Melanges, viii, p. 276) gives another example with 
the above countermark. 

P. 104. 207. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 306, 

no. 36) who read the mint as Kermansir (?). See Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1854, 
p. 165, no. 839). 

P. 105. 208. The date I prefer to read as a variant of 71 rather than as 73. 

especially as we know from the historians that Mukatil was slain in 
A.H. 72 (cf. Gam. 11, p. 106). Mordtmann {Z.D3I.G., 1879, p. 107, no. 95) pub- 
lished, without illustration unfortunately, a coin which he incorrectly ascribed 
to a governor named Muhammad ibn Maslama, but a comparison of his trans- 
cription of the legends on his coin with those on the above clearly demonstrates 
that they are meant to be the same. Moreover, the unique marginal legend 
in the third quarter, for which I have been unable to suggest a satisfactory ex- 
planation (and which Mordtmann quite wrongly read as Bassrie) leaves the matter 
beyond dispute. The date on his specimen he read as 72 (see below Ties. 3). 
Valentine (p. 97) read the governor’s name quite wrongly as Muhammad or 
Modud bin Musalman (sic). When the present writer first published the above 
coin in 1935 (Num. Ohron., pp. 250-1) he was unaware that he had been fore- 
stalled in the correct interpretation of the governor’s name by Tiesenhausen in 
1891 (in the Trans, of the Russian Arch. Soc., vi, p. 259, no. 76). Tiesenhausen’s 
coin is described under the year 72 (Ties. 3, p. 105). 

P. 106. Cam. 11. This is the unique coin first published by Thomas (J.E.^./S., 
1850, p. 319, no. 64), who read the date as sihftat (73) and the mint-signature 
as SHJS (?). The governor’s name eluded him though he almost stumbled upon it 
in Prinsefs Essays, I, p. 68. The first part he read correctly as al-Mughira 
(with wn- for al- in the Pehlevi transcription) but the father’s name as Muslim 
(i-mslman). Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., p. 170, no. 870; see also 1865, 

pp. 461-3), who had only Thomas’s transcription to work on, read the name as 
Numaira ibn al-Muhallab and the mint-signature as shaja. In 1879 (Z.B.M.G., 
p. 109, no. 22) he even expressed his doubt of the last name. The correct inter- 
pretation is to be found in a combination of the readings of both Thomas and 
Mordtmann, namely, al-Mughira ibn al-Muhallab, which has the added advantage 
of coinciding with known historical data. (See Biographical Sketches.) Tiesen- 
hausen (in his Monnaies des Khalifes, ISIZ, p. 26, no. 225) first suggested this, 
though he strangely misspelled the Arabic name of the governor’s father ( Jk* 
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for He regarded tlxe mint as being Marw al-Shahijfm 3 ^) or 

simply Shabijan, wbicli is the name of Great Merv in contradistinction to Little 
Merv or Merv ai-Ru^ (mewrut of these coins). Valentine (p. 98, no. 22) for 
some reason gave the mint as Nahavan 

P. 106. I. 44. Before I saw the above specimen the only record I had come 
across of such a mint and date was Mordtmann (Z.DJf.6-., 1858, p. 53, no. 304). 
The coin in question was in the Subhi Pasha Collection. The margin was com- 
plete: 411 In addition, on the 1. of margin was the Pelilevi legend: 

= 8HUBUT: (?). 

P. 106, 209. I have interpreted the mint-signature as above because of its 

resemblance to that on the coins of Hbdallah ibn Khazim of the year 63 as well 
as on the Arab-Ephthalite coins which were almost certainly issued for Khurasrin. 
See Mint Notes. . 

P. 107. 211. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.P.A./S., 1850, p. 308, 
no. 39). 

P.107. B. 36. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas (J.IthJ.S'., 1850, 
p. 308, no. 40) in the General Fox Collection. He read the date as 74; but 
NiitzeFs rendering is the more likely, judging from the Plate, though he dates it 
in terms of the Hijra era. Cf. date on no. 209, p. 106. 

P. 108, Cam. 12. This is apparently the coin described by Thomas 
1850, p. 307, no. 37). The other coin of this mint and date, which he mentioned 
as being in the General Fox Collection, is now in the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, 
Berlin {Niitzel, no. 185, PL III). Niitzel, however, refused to express an opinion 
on the mint-name which is the same as on the B.M. coin (no. 212). Dorn 
(Melanges, 11, no. 17) mentions another specimen which he ascribes 

mistakenly to "Abdallah ibn Umaiya by a sort of hypallage. Cf. the coin of 
Salm ibn Ziyad (Ox. 4; p. 84). 

P. 109. 215. This is the coin described by Thomas {J,R,A,S., 1850, p. 309, 

no. 41 = Mordtmann, Z.BM.G., 1854, p. 166, no. 844). 

P. 109. So. 1. In the Johnston Sale Catalogue {Boihehy, July, 1906, p. 13, 
lot 132) there is a coin of this governor said to be of this mint and of the year 
74. I am inclined to regard this as due to a misreading of the mint of bish. 
The statement is without any confirmation. 

P, 109. Th. 13. This unique coin was first published and attributed to this 
governor by the present writer in Num. Chron., 1934, pp. 284-8. The correct 
interpretation of the mint-signature, however, was first given by Miles [op. cit., 
p. 7, no. 13) on the authority of Herzfeld. The coin in Gottingen attributed to 
this governor by Olshausen (p. 46) is actually a coin of the "Abbusid Governor 
in Tabaristan Jarir as I propose to demonstrate, 

Olshausen (pp. 35 and 46) attributed a coin in the Gottingen University 
Museum to Bishr ibn Marwan. He had never seen the coin itself and his conjec- 
ture is due to a misinterpretation of an Arabic legend made by his ]>redecessorB 
Tychsen and Fraehn. Tychsen alone had actually seen the coin in question. His 
original statement (Th. Chr. Tychsen : Commeniaiio de numis mtermn Pemmim, 
p. 24, in voL i of the Comnientatioms . . , recentiores, 1808-11) mentions certain 
coins of what we now know as the "Abbasid governors in T^xbaristan— an un- 
mistakable type. The name-legend on the Gottingen specimen was in Kufic 
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script wMcli he read as (^J. Fraeha iv, p. 335, no. viii; see 

J ahresverhandlungen der hurldndisohen Gesellschaft fur Literatur und Kunst, Mitau, 
1822, voL ii, p. 411) preferred to read this legend as (j4j)v In 1843 

Olshansen (pp. 35 and 46 ; the English translation iVwm. OAfow., 1849, p. 85, 
has BasJir (^), but on p. 123 Besher; Krafit, pp. 13 and 22, however, has Beschr) 
repeated Eraehn’s rendering and also suggested that it belonged to the time of 
the Umaiyad Governor Bishr ibn Marwan. The explanation is really quite simple. 
The Kufic legend that puzzled Tychsen in the first place must have been 
i.e. Junr, which he read as Jaser (cf. the coins of Jarir, p. 145). 

P. 110. Th. 14. When I first published this unique coin in 1934 (Num. Chron., 
pp. 288-90) I read the date as yajhftat (71) but on further examination I have 
been forced to the conclusion that it is certainly 79. We know from the annals 
that 'Ubaidallah was governor of Sistan in 78-79. See Biographical Sketches. 

P. 110. 0. 8. There is also another in the Istanbul Museum (Eecent 

xicquisitions). 

P. no. Cana. 13. ex Masson Collection. This is the coin described by 
Thomas 1850, p. 318, no. 60) who read the second part of the name 

as Abidwan (jljjul). Mordtmann at first {Z.D.M.G:, 1854, p. 170, no. 866) read 
the name as Umian bin Aban, but later (ibid., 1879, p. 108) he suggested that 
the name on the coin — which unfortunately he had never actually seen — might 
be Humran ibn Abban (or Aban), although he confessed he was unable to find 
historical confirmation of such a person’s governorate. Tiesenhausen, however, 
already in 1873 (no. 218) had read the same name correctly and had referred to 
Weil’s GescMcJite der Chalifen (i, pp. 269, 411) for the historical data. See 
Introduction, Biographical Sketches. There is also an example of this variety in 
the Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). 

P. 111. 216. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 318, 

no. 61 = Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G., 1854, p, 170, no. 867 = Tiesenhausen, no. 219). 
Thomas illustrated the above coin in a later publication (/.P.4. /S,, 1871, p. 433, 
no. 9, PI. I) but his interpretation was still incorrect, as was also Mordtmann’s 
(Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 107, no. 94). None of the foregoing authorities correctly 
interpreted the governor’s name. The dirhams of 'Atiya (L were first 

identified by the writer in Nmn. Chron., 1934, pp. 12-17. A specimen similar 
to the above, but without countermark, is illustrated in the Strauss Collection 
Sale Catalogue (Schuhnan, Jan., 1913, PL V, no. 1010) though it is not cor- 
rectly attributed. I have also seen two of this date in the Istanbul Museum 
(Recent Acquisitions) on which the mint-signature is no. 30. There is also a 
specimen in the American Numismatic Society, but the date is not sufficiently 
clear. 

P. 111. I. 45. There is another similar specimen in the Osman Aridag 
Collection, Istanbul. 

P. 111. Th. 15. A similar specimen (holed) in the Davis Collection (now 
dispersed) measured D2 ; 53*3 gr. (3*45 grm.). In addition it had a pellet in the 
first quarter of the obverse margin. 

P. 111. 217. This is the coin described by Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 319, 

no. 63 = Mordtmann, Z.B.M.G., 1854, p. 170, no. 869 = Tiesenhausen, no. 237) 
although his attribution is wrong and his description of the obverse margin is 
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inaGCurate. He read tlie mint-signature as krmanse, and considercMl tht* name- 
legend as an imperfect rendering of Umaiya ibn ^Abdallah. 

P. 112. 218. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.ILA.S., 1850, p. 318, 

no. 62 == Mordtmann, 1854^ p. 170, no. 868 = TiesenhauseH, no. 236) 

though incorrectly attributed. It is illustrated by him. later on {J.'R.AM,, 1871, 
p. 433, no. 8, PL I) though once again his interpretation is unsuccessful, Dorn 
{Melanges^ ii, p. 260, no. 14) also failed to interpret one of this mint and date. 
As can be seen from Mordtmann’s Table no. I (Z.D.if.fj., 1854) the coin in the 
Vienna Cabinet of this mint and date which he attributes to *Abdallrib ihn 
^Abdallah is really one of 'Atlya. In his next attempt at decipliering the 
governor’s name {Z.DAI.G,, 1879, p. 107, no. 94) he was very nearly successful. 

P. 112. N. 2. This coin was first described by Olshausen {Z.D.M.O., 1854, 
pp. 842-3), though he interpreted the mint- signature as sint (i.e. sind). In this 
he was followed by Nesselmann in his Catalogue of the Oriental coins in Konigs- 
berg University in 1858 {Die ormitalischen AIMuzen, pp. 12-13), although 
Mordtmann in his article on Katari (Z.D.M.6-., 1855, pp. 850-8) had disjuited 
this and suggested ant = Antmesch or Enderabe. In 1858 Mordtmann also 
published the same coin and again read the mint-signature as ant (Z.D.i¥.6L, 
1858, p. 52, no. 303), though he later {ibid., 1879^ p. 109, no, 23) read it as ut. 
Tiesenhausen (no. 234) preferred ant. In PL I, no. 10, the latter gave a some* 
what poor drawing of the coin. I have been unable to obtain a cast for 
publication here. 

P. 112. 1. 46, The date on this coin is interesting confirmation of the 

historians who state that in this year Katari proclaimed himself Caliph. 

P. 113. 219. There is a similar specimen illustrated in the Berlin Catalogue 

{Nutzel, no. 191, PL III) with countermarks nos. 28 and 14 in the first quarter 
of the obverse and a graffito on the reverse margin. It weighs 61-4 gr. (3-98 grm.). 
This is the same coin as is illustrated by Thomas {J.R,A.S,, 1883, pp. 97-9, 
Pi. no. 6) when it was in the Collection of Alexander Grant. He, however, read the 
mint-signature as Baisa or Fesa. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 473, no. 167) 
described another example in the B. Alishan Collection but interpreted the mint- 
signature as Basa (- TiesenMusen, no. 2709). His further reference {Z.DM,G., 
1879, p. 109, no. 23) to a Basra example is a misprint. There is a specimen 
similar to no. 219 above, only clearer, illustrated in the Strauss Collection Sale 
Catalogue {Sckulman, Jan., 1913, no. 1013, PL V). There are two specimens of 
this mint and date in the Istanbul Museum (Eecent Acquisitions), one as above 
and one with breast-ornament #*•. 

P. 113, ANS. 15. Cf. ANS. 16 described p. 116 under uncertain mint. There 
is also one of this mint and date in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 114. 221. This is the coin described by Thomas {J.R.A.S,^ 3850, p. 311, 

no. 42) though he incorrectly described the marginal legend, and interpreted the 
mint-signature as baisa. So Lavoix^ no. 146. 

P. 114. 223. Tornberg (Rev, Beige de Nnm,, 1870, p, 244, no. Ill) records 

one of this date found in a Swedish hoard. Cf. Nutzel, no. 186. 

P. 114. 226. A specimen in the Davis Collection, Baghdad (now dispersed), 

weighed 60-1 gr. (3*89 grm.). 

P. 114. 227. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas {J,R,A,S,, 1850, p. 311, 
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no. 44). The specimen in the Copenhagen Museum Cabinet no. 68) 

weighs 62*3 gr. (4*04 grm.). The two examples in Berlin (Niifeel, nos. 187 and 
188) weigh 62-9 gr. (4-08 grm.) and 62*1 gr. (4-02 grm.) respectively. 

P. 1 1 5. So. 2. Only the mint-name was reproduced by Soret, fig. 2. Stickel 
gives some additional details. 

P. 115, B. 37. Niitzel read the Pehlevi date, which is, as can be seen from 
the plate, rather uncertain, as 69. In the Biographical Sketches I have given 
reasons for considering that 79 is more probable. The Kufic graffito in the 
obverse margin is interesting. I suggest that it means (i.e. excellent) 
and corresponds to the same legend on the coins of Yezdigird III type described 
above, p. 3. See note p. 173. 

P. 116. 228. I have also seen two similar specimens in the Istanbul Museum 

(Eecent Acquisitions) and one in the Arab Museum, Damascus. 

P. 116. ANS. 16. There is another example of this mint and date in the 
IstanbuT Museum (Decent Acquisitions). Cf. the coin of Ardashir-Khurra, 
•p.'llS.'' . 

P. 117. Mar. 3. Asiatic Institute, St. Petersburg 131, no. 56) 

= Dorn {MUanges, ii, p. 261, no. 5) and Tiesenhausen (no. 214). In the Kaiser 
Friedrich Museum, Berlin (Niitzel, no. 190, PI. Ill) there is a fragment of a coin 
of this governor apparently like this one but with mint-signature and part of 
legend cut ofi. The puzzling legend in the third quarter is interpreted quite 
impossibly by Markoff as ‘Muhammad envoye’. My own conjecture is that the 
full legend is dll i.e. ‘ In the name of Allah my Lord the Merciful’ 

(al-Rahman). This is analogous with the legends of al-Hakam (above, p. 86) in 
which there is an oblique allusion to the name of the governor— a sort of 
canting legend in fact. But as I have never seen an actual specimen of the 
above coin, my conjecture is based on the somewhat uncertain transcription 
supplied by Markoff (op, cit,). Niitzel (p. 382) wrongly regards the date as in 
terms of the Hijra era. The eventful career of 'Abd al-Rahman (see Biographical 
Sketches) points to a date in terms of the Yezdigird era, as I have proposed. It 
is remarkable, however, to find that era employed at such a late period on 
coins. 

P. 118. 229. This is the coin recorded by Thomas (J.RA.S., 1850, p, 314, 

no. 46) though he gives the old interpretation of the mint-signature. 

Markoff (Monnaies Arsacides, See,, p. 132, no. 59) records a specimen of this 
year with the name-legend : ^1 but I suspect that this addition 

may be due to a break in the die as on the above. In other respects the coin is 
the same. A badly damaged specimen is illustrated as the frontispiece of the 
second volume of the Jahresverhandlungen der hurldndischen GeseUseJiaft, Mitau, 
1822, and in J.i4., iv, PI. Ill, no. 1. 

P. 119. 232. In the Strauss Sale Catalogue (Schulman, Jan., 1913, no. 1017, 
PI. V) there is another example illustrated. 

P. 119. 234. This is apparently the coin seen by Thomas in 1852 (J.R.A.S., 
p. 413). 

P. 119. 235. There is a similar example in the Philip Ziegler Collection, 

Manchester, which weighs 58*2 gr. (3-77 grm.). The Paris specimen (Lavoix, 
no. 148) has the date completely written hshthftat. 
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.,, 236. . There is a clearer specimen, of this mint aaci elate jn tlK3 Phil 
Ziegler Collection, Mancheste^^^ The obverse marginal legend is defectively 
written as on no. 229. It weighs 624 gr. (4-04 gtm.). The Paris specimen 
no. 149) weighs 4 grm. 

E. 119. Th. 16. This is the only example I have so far seen with the name 
of Hajjaj in Pehlevi. The transliteration of the Arabic ^ by the Pehlevi k is 
phonetically interesting. In the case of the name Jundab (see above, p. 46) the 
£ is represented by the Pehlevi z. 

* P. 120. 237. This is the coin recorded by Thomas 1850, p. 314, 

no. 47) though his interpretation of the mint-signature was wrong. 

P. 120. Th. 17. This is similar to the coin in the Berlin Cabinet (Atod, 
no. 194) which, however, is tentatively, but wrongly, attributed to the year 86. 
Mordtmann 1865, p, 473, no. 168) described a similar specimen in 

the S. Alishan Collection, though he read the mint-signature as b as a. In the 
Strauss Collection Sale Catalogue Jan., 1913, no. 1016) there is a coin 

said to have been of this mint and date, but as it is not illustrated, and there is 
no indication in the text that it had this marginal legend, it is impossible to say 
whether it was correctly dated. During a recent visit to the Convent of the 
Flagellation in Jerusalem I noted another example. (See Nmn. OArow., 1938, 
"p.'295)." , 

P. 120. 238. Cf. his Nummi Veteres, London, 1830, p. 205, xviii, A. 1, and 

Thomas {J.R.A,S., 1850, p. 314, no. 48), Olshausen (pp. 44-5) went wrong over 
the date and mint of this coin. He had, however, to depend on a cast only. 
There is a similar specimen illustrated by Stickel {HandbucJi, ii, no. 55, PL). 

P. 120. 240. Mordtmann (Z,D.M.G,^ 1854, p. 168, no. 856) gives the 

marginal legend mistakenly as diiJ \ d) . A similar coin is recorded by Fraehn 
iv, p. 336) who states that it had the legend -dJ ju^JL There is an 
example in the Philip Thorburn Collection, London, which has no pellet in the 
name-legend. The coin mentioned by Thomas (J,R.A,S., 1871, p, 434, no. 13) 
is wrongly dated by him as 73 instead of 83 as can be verified by reference to 
his plate. 

P. 121. B. 38. Cf. mint Ardashir-Hhurra, p. 118. 

P.121. Flag. 1. This is the coin mentioned in Pere LemaireJs article 
(Aim. Ghron., 1938, p. 295). When I first saw the coin in Jerusalem in 1937 I 
was inclined to read the mint-signature as a blundered st (no. 53) Istakhr which 
was the opinion accepted by Pere Lemaite, but it might quite easily be a badly 
written form of mint-signature no. 54=:TART. 

F. Erdmann {Numyni Asiatici, &c., Kazan, 1834, p. 11, no. II-VI) records 
five coins of Arab-Sassanian type ‘ in quorum Areae I marginc interiore sat 
distincte leguntur verba arabica = L No reproduction of these 

remarkable coins was given. It seems on the face of it incorrect It is interesting 
that this legend is actually one mentioned by early Arab historians in connexion 
with the coinage of Hajjaj. (See Sauvaire, Materiaux, pp. 12, 138). No such 
coin has ever been forthcoming. It is possible that (a) Erdmann was influenced, 
by the statement in the Arabic writers or (5) he made the same mistake as they 
presumably made, and interpreted a Pehlevi legend after the hasmala as Arabic 
for Hajjaj. When Erdmann published his work the interpretation of the Pehlevi 
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script on tliese coins had not yet been demonstrated. In confirmation of this 
view is the fact that in the following coin on the same page no, VII, obviously 
a coin of the 'Abbasid governor in Tabaristan 'Umar, Erdmann has interpreted 
the Pehlevi word qaj in the margin as Arabic ^ ^ liliah Hajj- (sic). 

P. 121. 24-1. This mutilated coin, formerly in the Masson Collection, was 
first published by Thomas 1850, p. 317, no. 57, PI. Ill, fig. xviii = 

Mordtmann, Z.D.M.6^., 1854, p. 169, no. 860), who was presented with the 
natural difficulty of interpreting the second line of the name-legend. He did not 
venture to hazard a guess. What is visible of the overstruck legend clearly shows 
that it cannot be the name of 'Abdallah ibn Khazim, although the date would 
agree. But it is not one of his mints. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1879, p. 104, 
no. 11) thought it might be 'Abdallah ibn Abi Eabi'a who was (according to 
him) governor of Basra for the rival Caliph 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, if in fact 
the name was not that of 'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair himself. The vestiges of the 
legend are, however, against this. Mordtmann was wrong in his suggestion, for 
the particular governor of Basra at the time was al-HarM ibu 'Abdallah ibn 
Abi Rabi'a. The mint-signature was interpreted by both Thon.as and Mordt- 
mann as IZB i.e. Yezd in Ears. My own views regarding the idenoification of the 
mint in question are given in the Mint Notes. Tiesenhausen (no. 172) read the 
mint as ad for Aj^arbaijan and considered that the governor’s name was 
'Abdallah ibn Aban, 

'Abdallah ibn al-Hari^ ibn Naufal — if, indeed, it is his name on this coin — 
was nicknamed Babba {l^). He succeeded 'Abd al-Malik ibn 'Abdallah ibn 
'Amir (q.v.) as governor of Basra (in a.h. 64/65). His tenure was brief. He was 
succeeded by 'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah (q.v,). The date on the above coin suggests 
that he was afterwards sub-governor in Sistan. His predecessor’s coin (see Sch. 5, 
p. 97) is also dated in this same year. 

P. 122. Cam. 14. ex Masson Collection. This is the coin described by 
Thomas {J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 317, no. 58 = Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G,^ 1854, p. 169, 
no. 861; 1879, p. 104, no. Tiesenhausen^ no. — Yalentine, p. 95), All 
who have written about it have proposed different versions of the puzzling 
Pehlevi name-legend. I can find none of them satisfactory nor can I suggest 
another that is more plausible. It is just possible that if the margin were not 
cut off the legend there would supply a clue to the decipherment. The name I 
have proposed above is purely conjectural and has no historical confirmation. 
Miles {of, cit, p. 7, no. 11) has recently suggested it might be Aslam ibn Zur'a 
al-Kilabi. I had already considered this possibility only to dismiss it. Neither 
the name-legend nor the historical data will fit. This is the first time this 
interesting coin has been illustrated. Perhaps this will induce someone to attempt 
a solution. 

P. 122. Cam. 15. ex Masson Collection. This is the coin first published by 
Thomas (J.R.A.8., 1850, p. 318, no. 59). He read the name-legend as kahtan 
ANTAi (jU^). Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G,, 1854, p. 169, no. 862) read it as 
Kahtan Utai, and later {Z.DM.G,, 1879, p. 104, no. 14) interpreted the first 
line as katan and the second line as a title Chutai (‘Lord’). Tiesenhausen 
(no. 175) read katan utai; while Valentine (p. 96) gave kahtan kutai. Dorn 
{Melanges, ii, p. 283) identifies the governor with Katan al-Ta’i (jlkll who, 
according to him, was in control of Herat in a.h. 169-171. This is highly im- 
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probable. Tbe coin is obviously a product of Umaiyad times. I have failed to 
find any satisfactory explanation of tbe puzzling Peblevi legend. Tlier (3 are coins 
of Salm ibn Ziyad known of this same mint and date (e.g. no. ] 17 witli tin* s^iiue 
breast-ornament). Apparently the coin was issued in tbe name of some sub- 
governor of Salm in Kburasan. Tbe only other example of this coin that I have 
come across is a clipped specimen in the PhilijJ Thorburn Collection, London. 

P. 122. M. 53. Mordtmann first of all interpreted the name-legend as dwlt 
KAT iBi BN ASHAT : i.e. DaTid (or Laith) secretary of Ibn Ash'ath, and the mint- 
signature as ANT. Tiescnhausen (no. 208) in 1873 preferred to see Laith (or Zaid) 
in the first word. Later, in 1879 {Z.D3LG,, p. 105, no. 16) Mordtmann proposed 
to read kukad ateki bin eschat, and the mint-signature as ut. Boon afterwards 
Salemann contributed a note on the interpretation of this and the coin T. 18 
mentioned p. 123 1879, p. 511), in which he regarded the puzzling 

obverse legend as not containing the name of a Calipli or Governor, but as the 
equivalent in Pehlevi of the well-known Koranic phrase -di ^2 i.e. There is 

no God but Allah. Mordtmann (Z.D31.G., 1880, pp. 1 54--5) on the whole was in 
favour of this effort but proposed a variant translation ‘Idiere is no other Law- 
giver (or Governor) such as Justice’ and considered it approaclied nearer to the 
marginal legend which he (wrongly) translated as 'There is no Judge (or Imam) 
without Justice Actually it is the well-known slogan of the l^arijites, religious 
sectarians, who, about the time when the above coin was struck, were in open 
revolt. It is also to be found on the coins (see pp. 112-13) of their great leader 
Katari. One thing seems certain therefore, that this was a Kharijite issue. But 
whether the Peblevi legend conceals tbe name of one of their leaders or some 
religious formula I cannot say with any conviction. After all tbe enigma caused 
Mordtmann viele Muhe during thirty years. 

P. 123. T. 18. Thomas’s attempt at reading the obverse Peblevi legend was 
no more satisfactory than Mordtmann’s (see M. 53 above). Valentine (p. 96) 
was quite fantastic in bis transliteration. 

P. 124. Tb. 18. Tbe only other specimen I have seen of this remarkable coin 
is in tbe Arab Museum, Damascus. It bad not been clipped like the above and 
an outer circle on tbe reverse was discernable. Mordtmann (Z.D.A/.6h, 1879, 
p, 106, no. 93) described a similar specimen in bis own collection. Apparently 
bis coin bad in tbe obverse margin in addition on tbe right of tbe star and 
crescent. He read tbe legend in tbe mint-place as Sivan CIman, The other legend 
be read as stra, which does not correspond with any known numeral. Tbe coin 
weighed 47-8 gr. (3*1 grm.). I have suggested that the mint-signature is on tbe 
left and that it is a variant of no. 10 = atra. Tbe other legend on tbe right 
may be a blundered date. 

Under tbe governor 'Abd al-"AzIz ibn 'Abdallah (above, p, 97) there is a coin 
described, now in tbe Berlin Cabinet, which I suspect ought to bo attributed to 
'Abd al-Kabman ibn 'Abdallah. Unfortunately no clear specimen which would 
place the attribution beyond all doubt, has so far come to my notice. 

P. 124. B. 39. Nutzel read neither the mint-signature, which is perfectly 
clear, nor the date, which is a little uncertain, liegarding the head-dress of the 
attendants, see note to 1. 12, p. 24, on p. 178. 

P. 125, 242, 243. There is a specimen similar to no. 242 in the Kaiser 
Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nutzel, no. 293, PL III). Nfitzei (p. 381) regarded 
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the date as being according to the era of Khusrau II. This is highly improbable. 
The British Museum coins have previously been published by Thomas {J.R.A.S.^ 
1850, p. 321, no. 69 = Mordtmann, Z.D.M^G., 1854, p. 169, no. S6S-=::Tiese7i- 
nos. 19T and 198; and 1871, p. 435, nos. 17 and 18, PL II) 

who also described an example in the Cabinet of Mr. Bland of the same mint but 
dated according to him {iUd., 1850, p. 320, no. 68, and 1871, p. 435) in the year 
65 (=Mordtmann, Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 169, no. Sb9 = Tiesenhausen, no. 166). 
Unfortunately in the absence of illustration this lacks confirmation. Thomas also 
stated {ibid., 1879, p. 435) that there was an example with the year 67 in the 
British Museum. He must have been mistaken. Thomas misinterpreted the 
reverse marginal legend and attributed the coins wrongly to the Caliph "Ali. In 
this he was followed by Mordtmann {Z.D,M,G-, 1879, pp. 86-7) and Valentine 
(p. 88). The former went to great lengths to explain the dates on the coins with 
the known period of 'All’s Caliphate (a.h. 35-40) and devised a new era in con- 
sequence. On the Berlin specimen the word in question was not clear enough to 
be read by Niitzel. The reading given above is, therefore, new but not without 
parallel on other coins (cf. ANS. 17, p. 127). The interpretation of the counter- 
mark is discussed in the Introduction. There is also a badly worn specimen in 
the Philip Thorburn Collection, London; the date is uncertain though the mint 
is as above. A comparison may be made between these copper coins and those 
described on pp. 170-2. 

P. 127. ANS. 17. My reasons for the above suggested interpretation are 
given in the Introduction. 

P. 127. 246. This is the coin described by Thomas (J.R.A.S.y 1850, p. 329, 
no. 70) who interpreted the mint-signature as Khuhus but did not attribute the 
coin to any governor. My reasons for the above suggested interpretation are 
mentioned in the Introduction. Cf. the coin of this same mint and year bearing 
the name of 'Abdallah ibn Khazim (no. 166, p. 90). 

P. 128. 249. Vincent Smith’s specimen (PI. XXIV, no. 14 of his Indian 

Museum Catalogue) has obverse like no. 248 but reverse like no. 249. His 
interpretations of the legends are, however, quite erroneous (see Introduction). 
De Morgan (in his Manuel^ iii, fig. 601, p. 455) illustrates another example of 
this date in the Collection of Col. Allotte de la Fuye. This has the same obverse 
as no. 249, but with a reverse like that of no. 248. His incorrect attribution is 
also discussed in the Introduction. The British Museum coin appears to be the 
same as that published by Prof. Wilson {Ariana Antigua, p. 402, PL XVII, no. 4) 
and commented on by Olshausen (pp. 55-6), and Kraft (pp. 21-2), though 
their interpretations likewise may be dismissed. 

P. 129. 253. An impression of a specimen in the Collection of Col. Allotte 

de la Fuye, Versailles, which was shown to me by Dr. Unvala, is similar to the 
above. 

P. 129. 254. Cf. the reverse of the coin of Salm ibn Ziyad of this mint and 

of the previous year described above, no. 138, p. 81 (PL XV. 4). 

P. 131, c. Judging from the specimens in the British Museum this change of 
head-dress occurred between the year 75-6 (p.-y.e). Unvala, though he is very 
meticulous about recording details, does not seem to have noted this interesting 
variation. The former type of head-dress only occurs once to my knowledge on 
the coins of the Umaiyad Governors described p. 124, B. 39. 


NOTES 


20S 


P. 131, 255. Soret {Lettre a M, Justus Olshausen, p. 13 ) lias published and 

illustrated an example of this date but with the narrow-faced elligy similar to 
that on prototype d (PL XXIII), and no. 256 below. It thus forms an instructive 
link in the chain of evolution. The coin was in the Sprewitz Collection (no. 74.2 
of Fraehn’s Catalogue). Unvala mentions several other examples oi; this date 
(nos. 838-48 and PL) but does not distinguish the variation in portraiture. 
This date has been wrongly read as shst (60) [Mordtmann in Z..D,M.G., 18G5» 
p. 486, no. 76], and as yshst (61) [Mordtmann, ibid,, p. 474, no. 169, and Btickel, 
HandbucJi, ii, p, 108, no. 56, PI.]. An example from find is illustrated in 
an article by Ulla S. Linder in Nordisk Nwnismatish Arsskrift, 1938, p. 116 , 
fig. 3. 

P. 131. 256, Ascoli {Dodici Monete etc., pp. 72-3) describes a coin of this 

date which he wrongly interprets as 117 (hfdhst otherwise it would 

be, as he thought it was, una piccola novitd per la cronolocjia e per la sf.oriu. 

P. 132. 257. Other varieties of this date in Unvala (nos. 849-58). There is 

another as well in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 132. Th. 19. This date is read by Unvala (nos. 873-4 and PL) as 
115 which means transliterating the legend (including the letter cv) as panjjdhst; 
(or as Unvala transliterates it pdnScdah-sat), which is a quite exceptional form of 
the date. Whereas, by omitting the letter p at the beginning, the resulting 
date is a possible form of 111. This is the interpretation which I prefer. Unvala 
saw, in the Zubov Collection, a fragmentary coin with a similar date-legend 
which he transliterates as pd 7 icdah-sat{u), i-©- 115, but which I should prefer to 
read as (p)aykdhst: i.e. 111. Cf. Khalid, year 116, p. 133. 

P. 132. U. 1, This is the only known specimen of this date. It has been 
described and illustrated but not weighed by its former ovrner {Unvala^ 
no. 859, PL). 

P. 132. 258. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas (J.R,A,S., 1880, p. 347, 

no. 1, and 1871, p. 455, no. 1), who, however, read the date wrongly as 
JHARSHST (64), although Olshausen previously in 1843 {Fekleivt-Lege^iden, p. 41) 
had read the same date correctly on u cast of the same coin. Mordtmann 
{Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 174, no. 883), followed the latter though he recanted after- 
wards {ibid., 1865, p. 474, no. 169). Stickel published another example {Eamlbuch, 
ii, p. 109, no. 59) and correctly interpreted the date. For other examples of 
this date see Unvala, nos. 866-72. 

P. 133. Z, 4. Mordtmann (Z,D.M.G„ 1865, p. 475, no. 183) published one of 
this date in the Subhi Pasha Collection. The obverse of another example in the 
Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin, is illustrated by Niitzel, PL HI, no. 206. lor 
other varieties observed by Unvala see bis nos. 881-4. 

P. 133. 259. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.CrL, 1865, p. 475, no. 184) published 

a similar specimen in the Subhi Pasha Collection. Another in the Kaiser 
Friedrich Museum, Berlin, is recorded by Niitzel (no. 207). For other varieties 


see Unvala, nos. 888-91 and 2033. 

P 134. 260. Mordtmann {Z,DM.G.. 1854, p. 174, no. 884, PL IX. 34) 

described a coin of this date in his own collection. See previously his 
misreading of the name and date corrected by OLsliausen (Z,DM/U, 1848, 
pp 110-11). Thomas 1871, p* 3) qmte mistakenly read the 

governor’s name as Harith on a similar com. There is a specimen of this date 
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exhibited in the Istanbul Museum. For other varieties noted by Unvala see 
his nos. 895-8. 

P. 134. 261. This is one of the two coins mentioned by Thomas {J.R,A,S,, 

1850, p. 347j no. 6). The other was in the Stokes Collection. In a footnote 
(no. 4) he states that the margin had the additional word (see coin no. 263). 
There is certainly no trace of such on the British Museum specimen and I have 
never yet seen a coin of 'Umar of this year with such a legend. Olshausen in 
1843 {ofycit.y p. 30, PL no. 1) illustrated a fragmentary coin of this date in the 
Copenhagen Cabinet {= 0 sirup, no. 73, where the date is incorrectly given as 
130). On this example also there is no instance of the additional marginal 
legend although judging from Mordtmann {Z.DM.G., 1854, p. 174, no. 885) one 
might readily conclude there were. But the latter has been misled by Thomas’s 
footnote mentioned above. Unvala (no. 900) repeats this erroneous detail, 
although amongst the various other examples he cites there is none with such a 
legend except one (no. 909), which is so fragmentary that it apparently does not 
even have the governor’s name. In his footnote p. 18, 4, he refers to Tornberg’s 
MS. Catalogue and to the same author’s Symbolae (iii, p. 26), no, 67, as being 
relevant. The former reference I have been unable to verify, but the latter 
records a coin of 'Umar dated not 120 but 126 (sh^ vist st). See To. 4, p. 135. 
My conclusion is that there is no satisfactory evidence of such an early 
appearance of this marginal legend on those coins. Olshausen {op. cit., p. 79) 
also records another in the Pogge Collection, Greifswald. See also Stickel 
{Handbuch, ii, no. 60). 

P, 134. 262. A variety of this year was described by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 

1865, p. 487, no. 84) and by Niitzel (no. 208, PL III). See also Num. Circ., 
1935, col. 434. For other examples see Unvala, nos. 912-22. A specimen 
in the Bibliotheque Nationals (Lavoix, no. 153) is wrongly ascribed to the 
year 127. 

P. 135. 263. This is one of the specimens of this date mentioned by Thomas 

{J.R.A.S., 1850, p. 347, no. 7). There is one illustrated in the Catalogue of the 
Count von Wiczay Collection (1814, Pt. i, p. 299, no. 6360, PL XXVII, 
no. 589) but not attributed. In 1840 Longperier {Essai, pp. 82-3, PL XII, 
no, 3), published an example obviously of this date from the cabinet of 
M. Eigollet but was also quite unable to interpret it. Very soon afterwards, 
however, in 1843, Olshausen {op, cit., p. 31), was able to classify it successfully. 
Another specimen is illustrated in G. Geitlin (Be,s^n/nmp, pp. 201-2, PL I, 
no. 8). Cf. Nutzel, no. 213, Lavoix, no. 152, and Stickel, no, 62. 

P. 135. 264. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G,, 1865, p. 487, no, 86) records an 

example in the von Prokesch-Osten Collection of this date with a pellet r. and 
1, of flames and over the u of the mint-name, and without legend in the third 
quarter. This last detail is not noted by Unvala (no. 925). For other varieties 
not already published see Unvala, nos. 933-7, 942-5, and 2034, and also Istanbul 
Museum Catalogue, no. 914. 

P. 136. B. 40. There is a fragment in the Copenhagen Cabinet {0strup, no. 75, 
where it is imperfectly described). In what remains of it, it varies in one detail, 
not noted by Unvala (no. 1158), in having a small stroke above the date. This 
was the coin mentioned by Olshausen {op. cit., p. 31), but not reproduced. See 
note to B. 42 on p. 206. In 1862 Prince Gagarine published {Lettre, pp. 8-9), 
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a specimen in his own collection with details as above, and Soret (ihuL, ])* 8, 
footnote) added that he had had the good fortune to find another specimen 
amongst the coins brought back from Teheran by Ck)lonel Brongniard. 
Apparently Mordtmann was unaware of this, for in 1865 (Z.D.d///., p. 488, 
no. 89) he described another example which he regarded as unique. vStickci 
(Handbuch, ii, p. 113, no, 65) followed in 1870 with his description oi another 
in the Jena Cabinet, which he thought was the second known specimen. Thomas 
{J:R,A.S., 1871, p. 457, no. 4 a) was also unaware of the publication by Prince 
Gagarine. Markoff {Monnaies Arsacides, etc., p. 125) in 1889 recorded another in 
the Asiatic Institute St. Petersburg (= Dorn, Melanges, ii, p. 261 d), Unvala 
saw two specimens in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, and one in the 
Ermitage, Leningrad (his nos. 1156-7, 1159). 

P. 137. ETN. 21. In addition to the specimens in other collections noted by 
Unvala (nos. 957-66) there is one in the Fitzwiliiam Museum, Cambridge, and 
another in the Istanbul Museum (Recent Acquisitions). The above specimen is 
the first one to be reproduced in its entirety. 

P. 137. 266. Olshausen (op. cit., p. 23) read this date as 220 and Thomas 

apparently agreed with him {J.R.A.8., 1850, p, 347, no. 14). But Mordtmann 
(Z.D.M.G., 1854, pp. 174-5, no. 886, PL IX. 35) mterpreted it correctly, 
as did Stiokel (Handhuch, no. 61), and Niitzel (nos. 209-11). 0strup (no. 74) 
regards the irregular number as a mistake on the part of the engraver, but there 
is no necessity to look upon it as other than a linguistic alternative. Cf. date 
132 on no. 304, p. 154. Thomas {ibid,, and 1871, p. 457, no. 6) gives the wrong 
form of marginal legend in the third quarter, a mistake which unfortunately has 
found its way into Unvala {noB. 969 and 972). The date is extremely common 
as can be seen from Unvala’s citations (nos. 967-1005, and 2037-42). See also 
1. 51, p. 136. 

Ghalib Edhem in his Catalogue of the Istanbul Museum coins (nos. 20 and 21) 
recorded two specimens with the date written normally as buvistst. During a 
recent visit I have been able to verify this reading. Unvala also came across an 
example in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, with the same spelling (his no. 978). 
See also Nmn. Circ., 1935, col. 434. The coin in the Istanbul Museum (no. 19) 
that was dated 120 by Ghalib Edhem is really 122 (duvistst). 

P. 137. B. 41. This is the coin described by Mordtmann {Z,D,M,G,, 1854, 
p. 175, no. 887) and previously noted by Olshausen (op. cit., p. 73). A few 
more examples are noted by Unvala (1008-16, and 2043). In addition there 
is one in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 22), \vhich I have verified, 
Markoff {M.onnaies Arsacides, etc., p. 124, nos. 11 and 12) mentioned two 
varieties with segment of the margin. This is accepted by 

Unvala (nos. 2044-5) but as this marginal legend does not occur until a later 
date it is permissible to consider the possibility that Markoff misread 
the date. 

P. 137. 267. This is the coin described by Mordtmann {Z.DJLG., 1854, 

p. 175, no. 889), where by a printer’s error the date is given as 125 (corrected 
by him in Z.DJi.G,, 1858, p. 56, no. 310). So that Unvala’s nos. 1017 and 
]02() are actually one and the same coin though judging by his transcriptions of 
the date they appear quite different in epigraphy. The former is certainly 
wrong. The same applies to his transcription (no. 1019) of the date on the 
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Jena coin mentioned by Stickel (HandbwcA, ii, p, 112, no. 63), On all the 
specimens of this date that I have encountered the date has been invariably as 
above. In addition to the examples cited by Unvala there are others in the 
Istanbul Museum and the Ashmolean, Oxford, 

P. 137. B. 42. Unvala also records one in Stockholm (no. 1034), but his 
citation of Mordtmann (no. 1032) is, as I shall show, quite without foundation 
and his epigraphy purely supposititious. Olshausen (op. cit., p. 18) mentioned a 
coin in the Copenhagen Cabinet of this year with 'Umar’s name in the margin. 
In the English translation {Num, Chron,, xi, p. 73), the important phrase ‘ in the 
margin ’ {am Eande) is omitted, thus leading to the erroneous opinion that these 
are coins with 'Umar’s name in the customary place, namely, in the field; 
whereas they are actually specimens of the very rare type with 'Umar’s name in 
Kufic in the margin and in Pehlevi in the field (see B. 40, p. 136). Misled by 
this brief mention by Olshausen, Mordtmann {Z.D3I.G., 1854, p. 175, no. 890) 
has described it as if it were a coin with 'Umar (^^o) in the field. This has 
been embodied by Unvala (no. 1032), without verification. There are no such 
coins in the Copenhagen Catalogue (05^mp, nos. 70-98), a fact which I have 
verified from casts, but there is in fact there a fragment of a coin of this date 
with 'Umar (_^) written in the margin, which after all was what Olshausen 
actually stated. Krafit (p. 12, no. 3) has made the same mistake as Mordtmann. 
His plate reference is also wrong. 

The coin of this type and year recorded in the Istanbul Museum Catalogue 
(no. 24) is really of the year 122. 

Markoff {Monnaies Arsacides, etc., p. 125, nos. 16--20) records specimens of 
this type and year apparently without any legend in the third segment of the 
margin. But this may be and most probably is an inexact description on the 
part of Markoff. It is recorded without comment by Unvala (nos. 2046-50). 
See also below, no. 274, note. 

P. 138. L 52. In 1937 during a hurried visit to Aleppo, I noted what 
appeared to me at the time to be an example of this year in the private collec- 
tion of the Belgian Consul Maitre Josef Poche. Unfortunately I did not obtain 
a rubbing. 

P. 138. 270. = Nmmii Veteres, p. 205, XVIII, B. 2. Cl Nutzel, nos. 216- 
17, and Stickel, nos. 66 and 67. Another example of this date is mentioned in 
Num. Circ., 1935, col. 434, and in the Karabacek Sale {Schulman, Nov., 1937, 
no. 1090.) Olshausen (op. cit., p. 19, PL no. 3) illustrated another example in 
the Copenhagen Cabinet (= Ostruf, no. 77). Its weight is 29*3 gr. (1-90 grm.). 
Unvala (no. 1062) has read the date on a cast of a coin in the Istanbul Museum 
which I communicated to him, as hp(t)vistst = 127. My opinion now that 
I have seen the coin itself, is that it is more probably p(nj)vistst = 125, or 
else viSTST = 120 with the Pehlevi letter p in front. Cf. the case of Th. 19, 
p. 132, and note at end, p. 203, The presence of |iOi in the second quarter 
of the legend is not against this possibility as it occurs on coins of the governor 
Sa'id as early as 125. 

P.138. 271. = Nummi Veteres, ihid.f B. 1. CL Nutzel, nos. 218-21. 

Olshausen (op. cit., p. 19) mentioned an example of this date in the Copenhagen 
Cabinet (= Ostnip, no. 78) which weighs 28*5 gr. (1-85 grm.). 

P. 139. 272. = Nummi Veteres^ ihid., B. 3 = Olshausen, op. cit., p. 27. 
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P. 139. 273. This is the coin illustrated in Omnlalia, DXLI, 

PL XXIX = Olshausen, p. 29. Thomas (J,R.A.S., 1850, p. 347, T 10 , 12) gives 
the reference as DXII, an error incorporated by Unvala in Lis notes to 
page xxiii, 4. : . 

P. 139. 274. Examples of this date are extremely common as can be seen 

from Unvala’s citations (nos. 1063-1102). In addition I noted nine examples 
in the Istanbul Museum. The two examples given by Unvala (nos. 1091, 1092) 
as being in the Copenhagen Cabinet are, if his transcriptions are correct, both 
erratic in the epigraphy of the date. There is only one coin of the year 128 
in Copenhagen {0struf^ no. 78), and from an examination of casts of all coins of 
Tabaristan in that collection I can certify that there is only one specimen whicli 
has a normal date-legend as on the above coins. Again Unvala (nos. 1071-2) 
records two coins in the British Museum as having the legend afzut belli nd the 
head written thus | (sm). As can be seen from an examination of the 

plates which illustrate all the coins in the National Collection this is not the case. 
Ma>v'koii {Monnaies Arsacides, etc., ^.126, nos. 21“'24) records examples of this 
type and year apparently without any Pehlevi legend in the third quarter of the 
margin. This is certainly due to a mistake in description. Unvala cites it, 
however (nos. 2051-4), without comment. 

P. 139. 275. This is one of the examples of this date recorded by Thomas 

(J.E.il./S., 1850, p. 347, no. 13). Olshausen had previously, in 1843 {o'p. ciL, 
p. 19), recorded a specimen of this year in the Copenhagen Cabinet {0strup, 
no. 79). Cf. Nutzel, nos. 222-4. Numerous other examples have been recorded. 
See Unvala (nos. 1103-48). There are at least five examples in the Istanbul 
Museum. Unvala (no. 1108) wrongly describes the at’ZUT legend on the British 
Museum specimen as as can be seen by a reference to the Plate. He 

has also omitted to note the pellet over the s of the mint-name. 

P. 139. 276. There is a similar coin in the Sir Kichard Burn Collection, 

Oxford. A specimen of this coin, hut without pellet over mint-name, is 
illustrated in Lindberg's Leitre d, M» le ChevalieT P. 0, Brondsted, 1830, p. 8, 
PI. II, no. 9, but the Pehlevi inscriptions had not as yet been deciphered by 
Olshausen so that only the Kufic legend of "Umar was read and the coin was 
wrongly ascribed to the early Caliph of that name. An example probably of this 
date is recorded by J. Leitzmann (in his Num. Zeitschr., 1851, p. L) and in the 
Thomsen Sale Catalogue (no. 874). 

P. 140. 277. (Glendining Bale, May 24, 1938.) This is a variety not recorded 

by Unvala (nos. 1162-86 a). 

P. 140. ANS. 19. Olshausen (op. ciL, p. 18, Pi. no. 2) illustrated a similar 
specimen in the Copenhagen Cabinet {^0$tmf, no. 76). So did Niebuhr 
{Beschreihung, PI. XII, no. 22). In addition to the examples cited by Unvala 
for this date I have noted: Stickel {Handhuch, ii, p. 114, nos. 71 and 72) ; Dorn 
{Melanges, vi, p. 143); and one in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. There 
is one illustrated in v. Schrotter’s Worterhuch, PI. 25, no. 409. Tiie specimen 
mentioned by Markoff {Monnaies Arsacides, etc., p. 126, no. 25) is wrongly 
cited by Unvala (no, 2055) as if the Pehlevi legend in the third quarter of the 
margin were missing and as if the date; were 128. Markoff, incidentally, 
wrongly characterizes the Arabic script of the name-legend as ms kh i* He gives 
also nine others {ibid., nos. 26-34) of this date with margin as on no. 277 above. 
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Unvala (nos. 2056-64), liowever, lias contrived to subdivide these into two 
varieties quite without reason. 

P. 140. 278. This is the coin illustrated in Numismata Orientalia (PI. XXIX, 

no. DXLII). Thomas (J.i^.JA, 1850, p. 347, no. 9) has given the wrong 
reference to Marsden, a mistake repeated by Unvala (p. xxvi, note 5). 
A specimen of this coin in the Collection of Count von Wiczay {Catalogue^ 
no. 6359, PL XXVII, no. 588) was illustrated but not attributed until 
Olshausen read the legends (op. cit., p. 29). See also Krafft (p. 12, no. 5). 

P. 141. 280. Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 489, nos. 95 and 96) records two 
examples of this date, one with, and the other without the small crescent over L 
shoulder. 

P. 141. 281. (Glendining Sale, May 24, 1938.) See also Num, Circ., 1935, 
col. 434. In addition to the varieties cited by Unvala (nos. 1187-1230), there 
is one like no. 278 above in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow University (Coats 
Collection, MS, Catalogue, no. 3524, where, however, it is wrongly read as 125). 
A specimen in the Biblioth^ue Nationale, Paris, has been wrongly dated by 
Lavoix (no. 155) to the year 128. 

P. 141. 282. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas [J.U.A.S., 1850, p. 347, 
no. 10) and by Olshausen (op. cit,, p. 27). 

P. 141 . 283. Stickel {Handbuch, ii, p. 115, nos. 75 and 7 6) records two varieties 

of this date, one with pellet 1. and r. of flames, and another with pellet over s of 
VIST in the date. Some other varieties are given by Unvala (nos. 1237-55). 
There are also two specimens in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 142. I. 53. This coin was apparently not known to Ghalib Edhem when 
he compiled his catalogue, otherwise he would not have called the governor 
Sa'id ibn 'Amr (p. 15). The earliest mention of a coin of this type, but without 
date, is that given by Fraehn as quoted above (p. 142). Dorn (Melanges, ii, 
p. 260), recorded one in the St. Petersburg Academy Museum of this year, but 
without reproduction. See also Dorn, Das Asiatische Museum, p. 41. The first 
example to be illustrated is one in the Unvala Collection, now in the K. R. Cama 
Oriental Institute, Bombay (Unmla, no. 1261). Unvala also records one in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, which has been acquired since Lavoix published 
his Catalogue. 

P. 143. I. 54. There is another example (no. 34). Tornberg (Symholae, hi, 
pp. 26-7, Pi. I, no. 4) published a similar example in 1856. An example in 
the Subhi Pasha Collection was recorded by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G., 1865, 
p. 475, no. 186), who described the arabesques in the first and fourth quarters 
of the obverse as lilies. (So also Unvala, ig. 12). Tornberg correctly identified 
the governor whose coins these are as Yabya ibn Mikhnak : though Mordtmann 
wrongly attributed them {Z.D,M,G., 1879, p, 110, no. 8) to a successor called 
Yahya aLHarash!, whose coinage is described p. 143, no. 284. 

P. 143. C. 7. 0strup’s suggested date 139 is impossible. Strange to say 
he failed to read the governor’s name. Although the coin is a poor specimen 
I have illustrated it to show that the Arabic legend at all events is beyond 
question. Unvala (no. 1267) correctly attributed it to Yahya. 

P. 143. 0. 9. A coin of similar date but without details or references was 

reported by Mordtmann (Z.D.M,G,, 1879, p. 110, no. 8). Unvala (no. 1272) men- 
tions a further example in the Zubov Collection, Moscow, but a|)parently it has 
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no additional initial letter in the date. Cf. the observations made under Tin 19, 
p. 203. The above date might readily be mistaken for jhilst : (i.e. 140), but bn* 
the fact that the l would be joined to or curved towards the following letter. 
Of. jSTwte'd 140 and 140. 

P. 143. 284. This unique coin was first publishecl by the writer in Xam. 

Cliron,, 1935, pp. 251-3. As can be readily seen from an examination of the 
plate the date is somewhat unusual, xllthough at first ascribed to the vear 
141 a further examination of the legend together with the historical data we 
possess (see Introduction) regarding al-Harashl, makes the above date the more 
probable one. With this date Dr. ITnvala is also in agreement (no. 1273). 

P. 144. B. 43. A coin said to be of this date was published, with illustration 
of obverse only, by Prince Gagarine in 1862 (Lettre, p. 9), and Mordtmaun 
{Z,D,M:G.y 1879, p. Ill, no. 11) mentioned another but without any descriptive 
details. According to Unvala (nos. 1325-40) there are niimeroiis specimens 
known to him in the Zubov Gollection, Moscow, in the Ermitage, Leningrad, and 
in the Muracciole Collection, Teheran. 

P, 145. 287. Mordtmann (Z.D.M. (9., 1854, pp. 176-7, no. 903) mentioned 
a coin of Sulaiman of this date in his own collection. Since he did not describe 
the remarkable obverse difference, Soret in his note to Prince Oagarine’s Lettre, 
p. 9, concluded that it was of the usual type found on the coins of the other 
governors. There is no reason to suppose that such was the case. There are 
fifteen varieties of this date recorded in the Berlin Catalogue (nos. 240-55) one 
of which is illustrated (PL III). In addition to the numerous examples cited 
by Unvala (nos. 1342-1485 and 2065-6) there are three in the Istanbul Museum, 
two of which were catalogued by Ghalib Edhem (nos. 31-2), the former one 
being illustrated (PI. I). The specimen in the Copenhagen Cabinet has been 
catalogued recently by 0strup (no, 83), who, like Mordtmann, does not point out 
the unusual change of obverse type, and in consequence his description is inclined 
to be misleading. Thomas’s reference 6'., 1871, p. 458, no. 9), copied by 

Unvala (p. 30 fn, 7), ought to be corrected to ‘ Djevdet-feendi [Journal 
Asiatique, 1862, p. 185, no. 7)’. The no. 903 which is added belongs to Mordt- 
mann’s coin quoted above, and has been misplaced, Markoff (Monnaies 
Arsacides, etc., pp. 126-7, nos. 35 and 36), also recorded two, both of which he 
illustrated (PL II), but strange to say he characterized the script of Suiaiman’s 
name as NasMi. There was also one in the Windisch-Gratz Collection 
[Zamhaur, no, 12). Mordtmann also recorded one in 1850 (Z./Aiff .(7., pp. 91-2, 
with rough drawing), in the collection of Baron Teoco, 

P. 145. 288. This is the only coin of Sulaiman of this date so far published. 

In the Karabacek Sale Catalogue [Schulman, Nov., 1907, no. 1092, PL I, where 
plate reference is w^rongly marked 1029) there is a coin ascribed to this year 
but it is really of the year 137. 

P. 145. Z. 5. Of the two specimens in the Berlin Catalogue (nos. 234-5) 
the former is illustrated (PL III). Unvala (nos. 1496-7) records other two 
amongst subsequent acquisitions. In addition to the examples cited by Unvala 
jnention should be made of the one in the Istanbul Museum {Cafaloque, no, 43), 
which was wrongly catalogued as of the year 140, and which Unvala (no. 1530) 
has also misinterpreted as 137 from a cast of this coin which I comnmnicated to 
him. The engraving of the numeral (fkI) is apt to be mistaken in this case 
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for (hft) as Unvaia has done. There is also said to be a specimen in the 

Collection of Col. Allotte de la Fnye. See also Olshausen (p. 29). Examples are 
also known of this year with Jarir’s name in the margin but with afzut in the 
field instead of the name-legend. These are described on p. 156. 

P. 145. 289. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.fr., 1865, p. 489, no. 98) described one of 

this year with small star 1. and r. of flames. For some other varieties see IJnvala 
(nos. 1500-21). 

P. 145. C. 8. This is the coin first recorded by Olshausen (op, cit., p, 20 = 
Mordtmann, Z.D.M.fj., 1854, p. 176, no. 902). Another of the same date is 
described by Niitzel (no. 238). It weighs 31-8 gr. (2*06 grm.). Unvala states 
in hia note 3, p. xxxii, that Thomas described a specimen of this date in the 
British Museum. This is not the case. In the same way Unvala (no. 1530) wrongly 
ascribes to this year the coin of Jarir in the Istanbul Museum which is really 
dated 135 (see above, note to Z, 5). For other specimens seen by him in the Zubov 
Collection, Moscow, and in the Ermitage, Leningrad, see his nos. 1 525-7 and 
1529. ■ 

See also note on the coin of Jarir which was wrongly ascribed to Bishr ibn 
Marwan (note to Th. 13 on pp. 195-6). 

P. 146. 290. The only other certain specimen of this date is recorded by 

Unvala (no. 1534), in the Zubov Collection, Moscow. It has a slight variation 
in the spelling of the date. 

A coin of this year with Ma'add’s name on the margin and with afzut in 
the field in place of the name-legend is described on p. 158. This governor’s 
name-legend might also be read as Mu'adh (Au scrvptio defectiva for iU*) as Dorn 
(MeZa^ig^ea, iii, p. 505) has suggested. 

P. 147. 291. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas {J,R.A.S,, 1850, p. 347, 
no. 16). The specimen in the Copenhagen Cabinet was illustrated by Olshausen 
(op, cit,, PI. no. 4: = 0strup, no. B4:=^Vnvala, no. 1596, where the Kufic letter below 
the governor’s name is wrongly reproduced). A specimen obviously of this date 
was reproduced by Longpenet (Medailles, PI, XII, no. 5), but quite wrongly 
ascribed. Mordtmann (Z.D,ilf.6r., 1865, p. 490, no. 101) described an example 
with breast- ornament Of the six specimens of this date in the Berlin 

Museum (Niitzel, nos. 256-61) the obverse of one has been illustrated (PL III, 
no. 256). In addition to the examples cited by Unvala there are four in the 
Istanbul Museum, two of which have been mentioned by Ghalib Edhem in his 
Catalogue (nos, Zb, 36). See also 1935, col. 434. Unvala (nos. 1537-8) 

has on p. 12 § 6 of his Introduction made a new variety of reverse margin through 
misreading Mordtmann’s statement in Z,D.M,G., 1865, p. 490, no. 100. 

P. 147. 295. This is the coin mentioned by Thomas (J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 347, 
no. 17). Nos. 292 and 294 are the two coins mentioned by Olshausen (op, cit,,p. 28). 

P. 147. C. 9. A comparison with Unvala (no. 1617) shows the deficiencies in 
his transcriptions. In addition to the examples cited by Unvala there are two 
specimens in the Istanbul Museum which have been published by Ghalib Edhem 
in his Catalogue (nos. 37, 38). 

P. 149. U. 8. This is one of two specimens recently acquired by Dr. Unvala 
since the publication of his Numismatique du Taharistdn in which he recorded 
a specimen seen by him in the Zubov Collection, Moscow. 
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P. 149. ANS. 20. Thomas {J.R,A,S\^ 1871, pp. 458-9, no. 10) mentioned an 
example of this date but without any description or reproduction. Unvala 
(nos. 1287-92) gives one or two more specimens. The two coins of Miikatil 
in the Istanbul Museum ascribed to this year by Ghalib Edhem in his Oataloane 
(nos. 39, 40) are, as I have found on examination, of the year 139. 

P. 149. 296. Thomas (J.R.A.S,, 1850, p. 347, no. 15)Tead this and nos. 297 

and 298 below correctly as 139, yet on a similar coin described by him (J, /?./!. 6’., 
1871, pp. 458-9, no. 10, PI. II, no. 15) he contrived to read the same date as 
129. See T. 19, p. 148. The spellings given by Unvala (nos. 1293-4) for the 
date 139 are quite without foundation. 

P. 149. C. 10. This is the coin which has been wrongly dated by several 
authorities (see above, U. 6, p. 148). A coin of this date was also illustrated 
by Longperier {Medailles, VL XII, no, 6), but quite wrongly attributed. 
Mordtmann 1865, pp. 490-1, nos. 103 and 104) describes two coins 

of this year with breast-ornament on one there is a star 1. and a crescent 
r. of the flames, while on the other there is a star on each side. Of the specimens 
in the Berlin Museum {Niitzel, nos. 262-4) the obverse of one is illustrated 
(PI. Ill, no. 262). As has been noted above, the two specimens published in the 
Istanbul Museum Catalogue under the year 138 are really dated 139. In addi- 
tion to the numerous examples cited by Unvala there is a specimen in the Fitz- 
william Museum, Cambridge. Unvala has since communicated to me four 
specimens he has recently acquired. See also Num. Circ., 1935, fol. 434. 

P. 150. U. 10. This and U. 9 are two of the four specimens recently acquired 
by Dr. Unvala since the publication of his monograph. The form of the 
numeral thirty on the coins of this date is interesting. 

P. 150. U. 12. Dr. Unvala has very generously allowed me to publish this 
and the preceding coin, both from his private collection, which he has acquired 
since the publication of his book. Both coins are so far unique and are pub- 
lished for the first time. 

P. 150. I. 55. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 491, no. 105) described a 
similar specimen in the von Prokesch Osten Collection. Unvala (no. 1624) has 
described another in the Ermitage, Leningrad. 

P. 150. 300. This specimen, the only one of this governor so far in the 

National Collection, is unfortunately too much worn to be worth illustrating. 
The specimen in the Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin {Nutzel^ no. 265, PL III), 
is of the same variety. 

P. 151. Th. 20. (ex Prince Philippe of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha Collection). 
Unvala (no, 1647) gives a wrong transcription of the date on this coin, a cast 
of which I communicated to him. 

P. 151. Z. 6, There is also one like this in the Osman Aridag Collection, 
Istanbul, and in the Unvala Collection. 

P. 151. ANS. 21. The earliest mentioned example of this coin was one in 
Saveliefl’s book M/p'^hMedancKu/t UyMnsMtwmm which contains a section dealing 
with Pehlevi Inscriptions on the Coins of Tabaristan (p. 138), a fact recorded in 
Mhmires de la Societe d" archeologie et de numismatique de St, Pkershourg, voi. vii, 
p. 272, and in Mordtmann, Z.DM.G,, 1854^ p. 177, no. 907, Dom (Melanges^ 

pp. 259-60) at first read the date as 104 but corrected this later (f6ul., p. 392). 
a' second example was published by Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 476, no. 193) 
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from tjbe cabinet of von Prokesch Osten, and two otter varieties (ihkl,, p. 491, 
nos. 106 and 107) from the same source. In addition to several examples cited 
by Unvala there is one in the Sir Richard Burn Collection, Oxford, and Ghalib 
Edlieni described one in the Istanbul Museum {Catalogue, no. 42). The Copen- 
hagen specimens which Unvala mentions (nos. 1645 and 1646) have since been 
recorded by 0strup (nos. 87 and 88). 

P. 151. U. 13. This unique coin is published here for the first time by kind 
permission of the owner, who acquired it after his own book had been published. 

P. 152. U. 16. Zambaur (ifanweZ, p. 187) mentioned a coin in his own 
collection (now in the Vienna Museum) with the name Kudaid, but so far as I 
am aware he never published it. Unvala, however (no. 1657), has since then 
come across an example in the Muracciole Collection, Teheran, and has for- 
tunately not only described but illustrated it for the first time. Since then he 
has purchased a further specimen in a bazaar in the East for his own collection. 
This is the one which he has kindly allowed me to reproduce here. Unvala’s 
note (p. 21) of a coin of Kudaid of uncertain date in the Prince Gagarine 
Collection is without foundation. 

P. 152. ANS. 22. Unvala mentions one or two more examples of this date 
(nos. 1659-62), The fragment (no. 1663 a), said to be vouched for by Tornberg, 
is of this date, but is not likely to be a coin of Ibrahim because of the legend 
in the third quarter of the margin. 

P. 152. ANS. 23. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G., 1865, p. 491, nos. 108 and 109) 
published two examples of this date, the one with star 1. and crescent r. of flames, 
and the other with crescent 1. and star r. of flames, the latter also being without 
the crescent over the 1. shoulder on the obverse. In 1879 {ibid., p. Ill, no. 15) 
he had observed three varieties. Ghalib Edhem also published one in his 
Catalogue of the Istanbul Museum Collection (no. 45). Unvala has one or two 
additional examples (nos. 1666-71 and 1673-5). This is the first example to 
be illustrated. 

P. 154. 301. Mordtmann reported one in the cabinet of Dr. Rosen {Z,D.M.G., 

1848, p. 109) and one in his own collection {Z.D.M.G., 1854, p. 176, no. 898), 
but with few details. In 1865 {ibid., pp. 491-2, no. 110) he described more 
carefully another specimen which tallies with the above. The obverse of one of 
the examples in the Berlin Cabinet is illustrated by Niitzel (PI. Ill, no. 267). 
Numerous other examples are cited by Unvala (nos. 1687-1713 and 2068-71), 
including one (no. 1710) in the Ermitage, Leningrad, which he says is almost 
silver-plated. In addition, I have noted several specimens in the Istanbul 
Museum. See also Nwn. Circ,, 1935, col. 434. There is also one in the Ashmoiean 
Museum, Oxford. Unvala has an apzut coin in copper (no. 1714) which he ascribes 
to this date. It is discussed on p. 161. 

P. 154. 302. Mordtmann (Z.D.M,G., 1865, p. 475, no. 187) ascribed a coin 

of this type to this year with a form which he read as je si sat. Unvala 
(no. 1715) has accepted this. In my opinion it is more likely to be 130 (sxvst). 
Unvala, however, reports two other specimens of this date. One (no. 1716) in the 
Zubov Collection, Moscow, has apparently the date written thus: 

(= ayksist); while the other in Unvala’s own collection now in the K. R. Caraa 
Oriental Institute, Bombay, has the form ( = yajsivst). Unfortu- 

nately he did not illustrate this. 
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P. 154. 303. An example with, this form of date was piiblisbed by llordt- 

mann (Z.D.M.fr., 1854, p. 176, no. 899) and another variety later {ihld., 18r)Cb 
p. 492, no. 112) with nothing 1. or r. of flames. One of the examples ree,ordf*(| 
by Stickel ii, p. 116, no. 77) is said to have a pellet over the p oi the 

niint-name. But the fact that the Pehlevi word du of the date is said to b<^ 
inclined to the side suggests the possibility that the coin is really dated 
133 ssivst) as on no. 305 below, which Unvala (no, 1726) actually 

dates as 132. The same, in my opinion, is the case with the Berlin Museum 
coin {Nutzel, no. 269) which is more likely to be 133. There is always this 
possibility of confusion to be guarded against due to the similarity between 
2 (p) and 3 (ju). 

P. 154. 304. Mordtmann 1858, p. 56, no. 311 and 1865, p. 492, 

no. Ill) recorded examples with the date in this form. So also Btickel (op. cit., 
p. 116, no, 79). Various other examples are cited by Unvala. In addition I 
have seen flve specimens in the Istanbul Museum. 

P. 154. ANS. 24. Zambaur {Kollektion WindiscJi-Grdtz,^^ 9) has one of this 
date, and his no. 10, which he dates 133, must really be of 132 judging by his tran- 
scription of the Pehlevi legend (sivdust), unless the latter has been misplaced. 

P. 155. 305. This is the coin given by Unvala (no. 1726) but dated by him 
132. Mordtmann recorded an example of this year (Z.D.M,G., 1865, p. 492, 
no. 113). Cf. Stickel, Eandhuch^ p. 116, nos, 80 and 81. The latter coin has the 
triangle of pellets on the breast, but no small star beside flames on reverse. 

P. 155. ANS. 25. In addition to the examples of this date cited by Unvala 
there is also one in the Ashmoiean Museum, Oxford, and several in the Istanbul 
Museum. See also Vwm. CiVc., 1935, col. 434. 

P. 155. 306. Mordtmann published examples of this date in 1854 (Z.D.M.G., 
p. 176, no. 900). 

P. 155. ANS. 26. Cf. Stickel (HandhucJi, ii, p. 116, no. 82). 

P. 155. Z. 7. Cf. Stickel (op. ciL, p. 117, no. 84). In addition to the varieties 
cited by Unvala there are specimens in the Istanbul Museum and the Ashmoiean 
Museum, Oxford. 

P.156. 0. 10. Aspecimenofthis type was published by Mordtmann in 1865 

{Z.D3LG,, p. 492, no. 115). Other examples are mentioned by Unvala (nos. 1795, 
1811-24) in Paris, Moscow^ and Leningrad. 

P. 156. 307. Mordtmann mentioned one in 1848 {Z.DM.G., p. 109) and a 

specimen of this type was described by Dorn in 1858 (Melanges, iii, p. 504, 
no. 1 , though given by mistake as 30). Niiteel published another in his Catalogue 
of the Berlin Museum (no. 279). No specimen has been illustrated before now, 

P. 156. 308. Mordtmann published a similar example in 1865 (Z.DJI/l, 

p. 489, no. 97). Niitzel also described one in his Catalogue (no. 278). There is 
also one illustrated in Fraehn’s Ihn Foszlan, PL C, pp. 85-6 and 251, although 
the Pehlevi legends are not interpreted. 

P. 156. ANS. 28. Unvala cites other examples of this type (nos. 1836, 1847- 
55, and 1877) in Paris, Moscow, and Leningrad. See also Zambaur (KoUektion 
Windisch-Grdtz, no. 11). 

P. 157. Ox. 9. In 1865 (Z,D.M.6r., p. 476, no. 189, and p. 492, nos. 117-18) 
Mordtmann described examples of this date and type. In addition to the 
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numerons specimens cited by Unvala, there are six in the Istanbul Museum, and 
another in the Ashmolean besides the one illustrated here. 

P. 157. 312. Mordtmann 1854, p. 176, no. 901) described one 

of the specimens of this type and date in the Berlin Museum, later catalogued 
by Nhtzel (nos. 280-4). See OMuwsew, pp. 73-4. 

P. 157. ANS. 31. In addition to the other examples of this year cited by 
Unvala, there are specimens in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, the Fitzwilliam 
Museum, Cambridge, and in the Philip Ziegler Collection, Manchester (wt. 
30.5 gr.). The specimen in the Copenhagen Cabinet {0stmf, no. 72) is wrongly 
attributed to the governor Khalid and the date read as 119. Prince G-agarine 
(jCeWre, p. 9, no. 3) mentioned a coin of this date in his collection which was 
said to have the name j. j:r Jarir in the margin as on no. 308 above, but, un- 
fortunately, it was not illustrated. No other such specimen is known. 

P. 158. ETN. 23. The coins described by Niitzel in his Catalogue (nos. 285-8) 
are similar to the above, but the other coins in the Berlin Cabinet (nos. 289-90) 
which Niitzel also attributes to this year are obviously, as can be seen from his 
Plate III, of a later style and date, namely 142. Unvala (nos. 1927-8) has made 
the same mistake and read the legend as a defective hf(t)sivst i.e. 137 instead 
of as a perfectly normal dujhilst i.e. 142 (see EB. 11, p. 159). 

P. 158. Ox. 10. This is the first example of this type and year to be pub- 
lished. It must be noted, however, that apart from the top of the first T of the 
date being unmistakable the date might be read as 136. 

P. 158. Flag. 2. This unique coin was first published by Pere Paulin Lemaire 
in Nwm. Chron., 1938, p. 296, fig. 1. For the regular coins of this governor, also 
of this year, see above, no. 290, p. 146. 

P. 159. 313. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.G«., 1865, p. 493, nos. 121-5) describes 
several varieties ail of which on the obverse are said to have a crescent before 
the beard. I have never seen any such specimen. The varieties consist of star 
r. and crescent 1. of flames or as above; pellet r. and 1. of flames; and star r. and 
1. of flames. The two examples in the Copenhagen Cabinet are wrongly described 
in Ostrup (nos. 89 and 90) and ascribed to the year 142. Niitzel (nos. 290 a and 
2906) has two of this date though his transcription is at fault. 

P, 159. EB. 11. (ex Seaby = Unvala, no. 1974.) Mordtmann (Z,DM,G., 
1865, p, 493, no. 126) describes a specimen like this with O on the breast and, 
in addition, apparently with a crescent before the beard. This last detail I sus- 
pect (see note to 313). For some other specimens with the above variety of 
marginal legend see Unvala (nos. 1975-7 and 1989). As already noted above 
(note to no. 313) the two Copenhagen specimens (0si?*ap, nos. 89 and 90) are 
wrongly ascribed to this year. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

P. 159. ANS. 32. Various examples of this new type with longer marginal 
legends and extra outer circles are recorded by Mordtmann {Z.D.M.G,, 1865, 
p. 493, no. 127). He noted the following breast-ornaments in addition to the 
above xr O' •• and also recorded the following reverse variations, in addi- 
tion to the above: (1) pellet 1. and crescent r.; (2) crescent 1. and star r.; and 
(3) crescent 1. and pellet r. of flames. He incidentally interprets the Kufic letter 
^ and the legend in the fourth quarter as being the beginning of the name of 
'Umar (^ in Arabic and in Pehlevi). The example cited by Unvala 

(no. 1970) from the British Museum as being of this year is really dated 143 
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(see no. 314, p. 160). Niitzel illustrated a variety of tMs type and date in liis 
Catalogue of the Berlin Cabinet (no. 289, PI III) but unfortunately, as 1 have 
already pointed out, he wrongly ascribed it to the year 137. 

P. 160. 316, This is the coin wrongly ascribed by Unvala (no. 1970) to the 

preceding year. 

P. 160. ANS. 33. Mordtmann (Z.D.M.f?., 1865, p. 494, no. 129) described 
a similar one with star 1 . and crescent r. of flames. He also mentioned an example 
of this year {ibid., no, 128), which, judging by his reference to a previous coin, 
must have had the old type of marginal legends as found on nos. 301-13 above. 
Unvala has incorporated this as such into his book (nos. 1990'-!). I suspect 
that Mordtmann’s reference is wrong (read 127 for 121 ) and that the marginal 
legend on the coin in question was the normal one as on the above. At all events 
what is quite certain is that Unvala’s nos. 1990 and 1991 which he describes as 
if they were alike, are, if we follow Mordtmann, to whom he refers, quite diflerent. 
The specimen mentioned hy Btickel {HandhucJi, ii, p. 119, no. 89) is quite pos- 
sibly not 143 but really 142 and similar to the coin of that date mentioned by 
Mordtmann (ibid., p. 493, no. 126). All this confusion would have been avoided 
if the coins in question had been illustrated. I feel in consequence — ^in the ab- 
sence of any reproduction — ^no confidence in the other example said to be of the 
old type and of the year 143 described by Unvala (no. 1996) as being in the 
Zubov Collection, Moscow. Incidentally Unvala has mixed up his references to 
Mordtmann in his nos. 1965 and 1990-1. 

P. 160. Ties. 4. This remarkable coin was first published and illustrated by 
Tiesenhausen from the Linevitch Collection (Zapiski, ix, pp. 224-5) and men- 
tioned by Vasmer in the Encyclopaedia of Islam (art. Mazandardn, p. 429). The 
coin which is in the Ermitage, Leningrad, has recently been republished by 
Unvala (no. 2013, PL). Tiesenhausen equated the date 161 with a.h. 196. It 
should be 197. 

P.162, b. 1. The specimen illustrated by Thomas (Num. Chron., 1881, 
PL VI. 3) also bears the same countermark. 

P. 163. b. 4. Stickel (Handhuch, ii, p. 122 , no. 91, PL) has wrongly inter- 
preted the corrupt Pehlevi legend as Arabic ( 4 ) jl: 5 ) and as a new Munzterminus. 

P. 163 f. b. 5-b. 8 . These coins have been regarded by some numismatists 
as having Arabic legends. With this I cannot agree, see Introduction. The 
number of specimens of each variety in the Museum trays is as follows: 
b. 5 (3) ; b. 6 (2) ; b. 7 (5) ; and b. 8 (7). The last variety continues throughout 
the issues of the 'Abbasid governors. 

P. 164. 319. Cf. Stickel (Handbuch, ii, p, 121 , no. 90, PI.); Weyl (Fonroherf- 

sche Sammlung, p. 395, no. 6719) and Zambaur (Kollektion Windisch-Grdtz, 
nos. 13-15). 

P. 165. 324. This is the specimen mentioned by Thomas (Prinsep's Essays, 

ii, p. 117). 

P. 166. AF. 1. Illustrated by the owner in his article in Num. Ckron., 
1927, PL VIII, no. 8 . Another example of this rare variety is illustrated in 
Tiesenhausen’s article in Transactions of the Russian Archaeological Society, voL vi, 
1891, p. 230. 

P. 167. Ties, 5. This is a unique coin first published by Tiesenhausen 
(Notice sur une collection de monnaies orientales de 31. le Comte B. Stroganoff, 
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St. Petersburg, 1880, p; 11, PL I, no. 5). Only tbe obverse was illustrated, so 
presumably tbe reverse difiered in no noticeable degree from the usual type. 
This coin corresponds to no. 28 in Colonel Allotte de la Fuye’s list (op. 
p. ni)..:. 

P. 167. I. 57. This is a unique coin in the Istanbul Museum which I have 
been enabled to publish here for the first time by kind permission of the Director 
Aziz Ogan. Unfortunately the coin is broken, so that it is too fragile to be cast 
for reproduction without endangering it further. The drawing which I made 
of its essentia! features on the spot in October 1937 is perhaps a sufficient 
substitute. 

P.168. 344. Thomas {Prinsep's Essays, ii, p. 118) mistakenly considered 
that the pedestal of the altar was formed of the Kufic word 

P. 169. Nej. 1. First published by Praehn [Novae Symholae, St. Petersburg, 
1819, pp. 45“6, PL II, no. 14 and again in his Die Munzen der Chane vom Ulus 
DscJiMtschi's, 8t. Petersburg, 1832, pp. 53-6 where he records another, though 
poorer, specimen in the Asiatic Museum of the Kussian Academy). See also 
Dom, Das Asiatische Mtmiim, p. 4:24:, 

Soret (in his Lettre d M. Frangois Duval, 1843, p. 13) mentions ‘ une nouvelie 
variete en bronze’ of this coin which he declares completes the legend on the 
Nejelow specimen. Stickel [Handhuch, ii, p. 122) reads differently from both 
Praehn and Soret. See Introduction, p. xcvi. 

P. 170. 351. This is the coin I communicated to Dr. Unvala with whose 
interpretation of the legends in his article [Num. CJiron., 1937, p. 286, PL XXXI V, 
no. 4) I cannot agree. See below, no. 352. 

P. 170. 352. The coin probably came from Sistan with so many more pre- 
sented by this donor. I communicated it to Dr. Unvala [Num. Gkron., ibid., no. 3), 
who stated that the reading was doubtful. He failed to note that the first line 
was Arabic and that the legend is reversed on this specimen. While the middle 
line may be the Pehlevi nvak ... the last line is undoubtedly afzut as 
Dr. Unvala has also observed. It is the presence of the Arabic legend that 
places these coins definitely within the Muhammadan period. As to the date, 
it is more likely to be Umaiyad than 'Abbasid but there are no deciding 
elements. 

I have not included in this section several of the coins described by 
Dr. Unvala in his above-mentioned article as monnaies arahes d legendes pehlevies — 
particularly his nos. 1, 2, 11, and 12 — as in my opinion they cannot with any 
certainty be ascribed to the Arab period. As for his nos. 6-10 (Byzantine Type) 
and 13-20 (Caliph Type) they will be considered in a following volume of this 
Catalogue. His Pegasus Type (nos. 21, 22) has no indication of Arabic influence; 
while his other coins 23-35, with the exception of no. 29 given below, are all 
without effigies and it is hoped will be described in a subsequent volume of this 
Catalogue where they properly belong, since, in spite of their Pehlevi legends, 
they do not have Sassanian busts and/or fire-altars, and in consequence do not 
come within the limits of the present volume. 

P. 172. B. 44. It has been impossible to identify this governor. The coin, 
in all probability, was struck under the Umaiyads perhaps about a.h. 67 or 68, 
but the date is hy no means certain. 
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P. 173. U. 23. Unvala suggests that tlie uncertain Pelilevi legeiicl on the 
reverse contains the name of the governor (of IstalAr perhaps) who struck the 
coin, as well as that of his father and grandfather. He reads lines 3 and 4 as 
DatperoS son of Mansur. Judging by the name on the obverse one would expect 
the governor's name to be Mansur. It is also possible that the name is that of 
the famous 'Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur (a.h, 136-58 = a. d. 754-75). The latter 
was the conclusion of Col. Allotte de la Fuye. I am not myself prepared to 
dogmatize on the matter. Epigraphically the open form of the letter 'adn {...Mm,) in 
the legend 41 points to an early date more probably in the Umaiyad period. 

In addition to the above isolated examples of the Arab-Sassanian type we 
find one or two cases where an eifigy after the Sassanian fashion continues to be 
used on coins that have no Pehievi legends at all. Such instances belong more 
appropriately to a subsequent volume of this Catalogue. 

P. 174. I. 58. This and another specimen (no. 47) in the same Museum were 
published by G-halib Edhem. Unvala {Num, dii Tabaristmy p. 14) records other 
two examples in the Zubov Collection. Miles (op. cit., p. 47, no. 68 e) mentions 
yet another now in the Berlin Museum (no. 127/1935 Gotha), which shows the 
marginal legend more distinctly as on no. 290 (see his Plate 11). These remark- 
able coins are discussed in the Introduction, pp. xcvii f. 
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I. INDEX OP RULERS 


'Abd al-'Aziz ibn 'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, 
xxxiii, liv, cxxix, cxxx, 96-7, 189, 
192-4,201. 

'Abdallah (ibn 'Amir), xlvii, cx, cxvii, 
cxx, cxxiv, cxxviii, cxxxii, cxliv, 
49-52, 183-4. 

'Abdallah ibn 'Amir, xxix, xxx, 
xxxviii, xliii, xliv, xlvif., Hi, ci, 
cvi, cviii, cx, cxvii, cxviii, cxix, 
cxxiv, cxxxi, Gxlii, 47-9, 90, 183. 

'Abdallah ibn al-Iiarith (?), xxxii, Iv, 
cxxix, 121, 200. 

'Abdallah (ibn Kahtaba), Ixxv, Ixxix, 
Ixxx, 150-1, 209, 211-12. 

'Abdallah ibn Khazim, xxix, xxx, 
xxxii, xxxiii, xlii, xlix, 1, liif., liv, 
Ixvi, Ixvii, ci, cvi, cxiii, cxix, cxx, 
cxxii, cxxiii, cxxxi, cxliv, 87-95, 
127-9, 190-1, 195, 200, 202. 

'Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, xviii, xxv, 
xxxii, xxxix, xli f., 1, liii, Iv, Ivi, 
Ixi, Ixiv, cviii, cxvii, cxviii, cxx, 
cxxi, cxxx, cxxxi, cxlvi, 28, 29-36, 
178, 179-80, 200. 

'Abd al-Malik ibn 'Abdallah, livf., 
cx, 97, 192-3. 

'Abd al“Malik ibn Marwan, xviii, 
xxiv, XXV,:' xxvi, xxxiii, xxxiv, 
xxxvii, xxxviii f!,, xlii, xlvii, liii, Iv, 
Ivi, Ivii, Iviii, lix, Ixii, Ixiii, Ixiv, 
Ixxi, xcix, cviii, cxvii, cxxii, cxlviif., 
27-9, 178, 179, 180. 

'Abd al- Rahman ibn 'Abdallah, cix, 
123-4, 192, 201. 

'Abd al-Rabman ibn Muhammad (ibn 
ai-Ash'ath), xxxiv, lx, Ixiii f., cxf., 
cxvii, 117, 198. 

'Abd al- Rahman ibn Ziyad, xxxii, 
xxxviii, xlix, li, Hi, cviii, cxv, cxxiv, 
cxxxii, 84-5, 190. 

'All (on coins of Bukhara), xcivf,, 
168-9. 

al-Amin (Caliph), Ixxx, Ixxxiv, xci, 
xcivf., 168-9. 

Aslam(?), cxxvif., 122, 200. 

'Atiya ibn al-Aswad, xxvii, Ivi, lx 1, 
ixii, Ixiii, cxxi, cxlvi, 111-12, 196-7. 


Bahram V, xix, Ixxxiv f., cl, 162. 
Bishr ■ ibn Marwan, xxvii, xxxiii, 
xxxiv, xl, Iviii, lix, cxxvif., 109, 
195-6,210. 

Dat-burJ-mihr, 131. 

al-Fadl (on coins of Bukhara), xc, 
xcii, 167. 

al-Fadl ibn Sahl, Ixxiii, Ixxx, 160, 215. 
Farkhan. Ixxi, 130. 

Fudaik. aScc Kudaid. 

al-Btajjaj ibn Yusuf, xxiv, xxv, xxxiv, 
xxxix, xl, xlii, Iviii, lix, Ixi, Ixii, 
Ixiii, Ixivf,, Ixvi, Ixxi, Ixxxii, cix, 
cxf., cxxx, cxxxii, cxxxiii, cxlvi, 
cxlvii, cxlviii f., cliii, 117-21, 198- 
200 . 

al-Hakam ibn Abil-'As, HI, cviii, 
cxv, cxxi, cxxiv, cxxvf., 86-7, 190, 

198. 

al-Hadi (Caliph). See Musa. 

Hani, Ixxv, Ixxix, 147, 210. 
al-Hara^i, Ixxiii, Ixxiv, Ixxviii, 143, 
208, 209. 

Harun (al-Ra^id), xxvi, Ixxiii, Ixxx, 
Ixxxiv, Ixxxvii, Ixxxix, xcl, 168. 
Hormuzd IV, xviii, xxxvii, Ixix, 2, 
24, 178. 

5umran ibn Aban, xxxiii, xl, Iviii, 
lix, lx, cviii, 110, 196. 

Ibrahim, Ixxv, Ixxix, Ixxx, 152-3, 212. 

Jarir, Ixxii, Ixxiii, Ixxiv, Ixxviii, 
Ixxix, 145, 156, 195-6, 209-10, 214. 

Kahtan (?), cxviii, 122, 200-1. 
al-Kafari ibn al-Fuja^a, xviii, xxiii, 
xxxiii, xxxiv, IvM, Ixi, 1x11, Ixiii, 
Ixxi, cviii, cxf., cxvii, cxxxi, 112- 

13, 197. 

Kbalidibn 'Abbad(?), 172. 

Khalid ibn 'AbdalEh, xxxii, xxxiii, 
xxxiv, xl, Ivii, Iviii f., Ix, cx, cxi, 

108-9, 195. 
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Khalid (ibn Barmak), Ixxii, lxxiv> 
:ixxvi, 133-4, 203, 214. 

Kburshid, xix, xx, Ixx, Ixxii, 131“2. 

Khusrau II, xviii, xxvi, xxxvif., xliv, 
ixx, Ixxxiv, xcix, cvi, cvii, cviii, cx, 
cxvii, cxxii, cxxiv, cxxv, cxxvif., 
cxxviii, cxxix, cxxx, cxxxi, cxlviii, 
2, 6-25, 56, 125-6, 171, 173, 175, 
176, 180, 184. 

Kudaid ?, Ixxv, Ixxix, Ixxx, 152, 209, 

■■:;:,:2i2. , 

Ma'add, Ixxii, Ixxiv, ixxix, 146, 158, 

210 . ^ 

al-Mahdi (Caiiph), Ixxvii, ixxxiv, 
Ixxxvii, xcf., 164-6, 167, 

Mansur, 173, 217. 

ai-Man^ur (Caiiph), Ixxii, 217. 

Mu'awiya (Caiiph), xviii, xxii, xxiii, 
xxiv, xxvi, XXX, xxxi, xxxii, 
xxxviil, xl, xii, xiiii, xiiv, xiv, 
xivi, xlvii, Hi, ixxi, cvi, cxvii, cxix, 
25-7,178,180,183. 

al-Mu^ira ibn al-Muhaliab, xxvii, 
xi, ivii, ixii, 106, 194-5. 

al-Muhailab ibn Abi §ufra, xxxii, 
xxxiii, xxxiv, xxxix, xl, xlii, xlix, 
Iv, Ivi, ivii, Iviii, lix, lx, Ixif., Ixiv, 
cviii, cxf., cxxi, cxxx, cxxxi, 113- 
16,197-8. 

Muhammad (on coins of Bukhara), 
xc, 164. 

Muhammad (Umaiyad Governor), 
cxxxi, 124. 

Muhammad ibn 'Abdallah (ibn Kha» 
zim), 1, liii, cxviii, 95, 191. 

Mukatil, ixxv, Ixxix, ixxx, 148-50, 
2iL 

Mukatil ibn Misma', xxxiii, xl, Ivii, 
cx, civ, 105, 194. 

Musa (Caliph), Ixxxiv, xc, xcii, 167. 

Miis'ab ibn al-Zubair, xxv, xxxiii, 
xxxix, xl, xlii, Iv, Ivi, Iviii, Ixii, 
cxi, cxvi, cxviii, cxxi, cxxiv, cxlvi, 
102-4, 194. 

Nusair, xcviif., 174, 217. 

Eabi' ibn Ziyad, xxx, xxxi, Ixviii, 
cxx, cxxi, 127, 202. 

Sa'id ibn Da'laj, Ixxiv, ixxvii, 139-42, 
207-8. 


Salm ibn ZiyM, xxxii, xl, xlv, xlixf., 
li, liii, liv, Ixvi, Ixvii, Ixxxii, ci, cvi, 
cviii, cxiii, cxvii, cxviii, cxx, cxxii, 
cxxiii, cxxv, cxxix, cxliv, 74-84, 
184, 188-90, 192, 195, 201. 

Samura ibn Jundab, xxxi, xxxviii, 
xiiii, xliv, xlv f., cxvii, 46, 183, 199. 

Sulaimto (Governor in Tabaristan), 
Ixxiv, Ixxviii, Ixxix, 144-5, 209. 

Sulaiman (on coins of Bukhara), 
xcivf., 168-9. 

Talha ibn 'Abdallah, xxvii, xxxii, liv, 
xcii, cxxix, 95-6, 191-2. 

'Ubaidallah ibn Abi Bakra, xxvii, 
xxxi, xxxiii, xxxiv, xl, Iviii, lixf., 
Ixiii, cxxix, 110, 196. 

'Ubaidallah ibn ZiyM, xxiii, xxiv, 
xxv, xxxi, xxxii, xxxviii, xl, xliv, 
xlv, xlvi, xlvii 1, xlix, 1, li, Iv, 
Ixxxi, ci, cvi, cvii, cix, cxf., cxi, 
cxiii, cxvi, cxvii, cxviii, cxx, cxxi, 
cxxiv, cxxv, cxxvif., cxxix, cxxx, 
cxxxi, cxxxii, cxlvi, 9, 52-74, 103, 
184-8. 

Umaiya ibn 'Abdallah, xxxiv, xl, 
Iviif., lix, Ixiii, Ixvi, Ixxxii, cxiii, 
cxixf., cxxiii, cxxviii, 106-8, 195, 
197. 

'Umar ibn al-'Ala, Ixxiii, Ixxiv, Ixxv, 
Ixxvif., Ixxviii, xcvii, 134-9, 200, 
204-7, 214. 

'Umar ibn 'Ubaidallah (ibn Mi'mar), 
xxxii, xxxiii, xlii, Ivf., Ixii, cviii, 
cx, cxxi, cxxx, cxliv, 98-102, 191, 
193, 200. 

Varahran V. See Bahram V. 

Yahya (ibn Mikhnak), Ixxiv, Ixxviii, 
142-3, 208-9. 

Yezdigird III, xviii, xxvi, xxvii, 
XXXV f., Ixix, Ixxxii, cxii, cxxii, 
cxxiv, cxxvif., cxxix, cxxxii, 
cxlvi, 1, 3-5, 198. 

Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan, xxiv, xxx, 
xxxi, xxxvii, xxxviii, xl, xliif., xlvi, 
xlvii, xlix, Hi, Ixviii, ci, cvi, cx, cxi, 
cxvii, cxviii, cxixf., cxxi, cxxiv, 
CXXV, cxxvif., cxxviii, cxxx, cxxxi, 
cxxxii, cliii, 33, 36-46, 178, 180-3. 
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Abnuran?,'cv, cxxxiif., 127. ■ . 

Abra^ahr, xlv, xlviii, xlix, Ixvi, ci, 
cii, cvi, cxiii, cxx, cxxxixl, cxliv, 
36, 72, 74, 87-8. 

AD, 8. ,■ 

A^arbaijaii, xlviii, cii, cix, cxxxv, 
cxl, 8, 54, 124, 180,200,201. 

AHM (4). Hamadhan. 

AIR (5), cvii, 6, 14, 52-3. 8ee al-Sus. 

AiBA (6), cvii, 53, 175. /8ee al-Sus. 

AiRAN (7), cvii, 53-4. See al-Sus. 

AiRAN (stSA). A^ee al-Sus. 

AXT, 96, 117, 197. 

APNTTRAN? (63). See Abnuran. 

APR (1), 72, Abrashahr. 

APRSH (2), 36. See Abra^ahr. 

apr^t : (3), 74, 87-8. See Abrashahr. 

Ardashir-Khurra, xl, xlii, xlvi, xlixf., 
Iv, lx, Ixi, Ixii, Ixiii, Ixv, c, cii, cv, 
cviiif., cxxx, cxxxvii, cxl, 7, 9, 16, 
27, 29, 30, 47, 75, 96, 98-9, 110, 
112, 113, 118, 122-3. 

ARJX (8). See Arrajan. 

Arrajan, lif., cii, cviif., cxvf., cxx, 
cxxxvii f., cxli, 85, 87. 

ART (9). See Ardashir-Khurra and 

TART. 

ATRA (10). See A^arbaijan. 

Eaba. See bba. 

Baiza or Baisa, 181, 197. 

Balkh, xlviii, xlixf., Iviii, Ixvi, cii, 
cxiif., cxxv, cxxxii, cxxxixi, 54, 
75, 88-9, 106. 

al-Basra, xliv, xlv, xlviii, Ivi, lix, cii, 
cxif., cxxxii, cxxxiv, cxl, cxlvi, 9, 
39-40, 56-60, 101, 102, 108-9, 177, 
185, 190, 197. 

Bassa {or Basa), 16, 17, 33, 37, 105, 
108, 197, 199. 

BBA, 56, 61, 184, 190. 

BH (11). See Bihkubadh. 

Bihistun, 18, 190. 

Bihkubadh, xlviii, cii, cixf., cxxxiv, 
cxl, 8, 13, 55, 104, 176. 


Biramkobadh. lif., cii, cviii, cxiiiff., 
cxx,- cxxxviii, cxl, 85, 86. 

Bi^ (12). See Bishapur. 

Bishapur, xl, xliv, xlv, xlvi, xlvii, 
xlviii, Iv, Ivii, lix, Ixi, Ixii, Ixiv, 
Ixv, c, ciij.cxf., cxxxvii, cxl, cxliv, 
"6, 7, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,- 
21, 22, 27, 33, 37-9, 47, 49-50, 55-6, 
65, 97, 99-100, 105, 108-9, 112-13, 
114, 117, 118-20, 183, 195. 

BJ (60), xxxvi, xlvii, lif., cv, cxv, 
cxxxii, 3, 50, 84, 190. 

BJRA (13). See al-Ba?ra. 

BDH (14). See BaM. 

BK? (58), xlvi, cv, cxxxi, 48. 

BRM (15). See Biramkobadh. 

BSA, 105. 

B^? (16), xlviii, cii, cxvif., 61, 187. 

Bukhara. IxxxfF., clff., 162-9. 

DA (17). See Darabjird, 

Damascus, xcix, 23. 

DAP (20). See Darabjird. 

BAR (18). See Darabjird. 

Darabjird, xxxviii, xl, xlii, xliv, xlv, 
xlvi, xlvii, xlviii, xlixf., Ixi, Ixii, 
Ixiv, ciii, cxvif., cxxxvii f., cxl, 1, 
10, 17, 19, 25-8, 33-5, 40-1, 46, 48, 
60, 62-4, 75, 85, 90, 113, 114, 117, 
125, 179. 

DARAW (21). See Darabjird. 

DARAW . - 1 (22). See Darabjird. 

Dasht-i-Maisan ?. xlv, xlviii, Ivi, ciii, 

■ cxiv,:,cxviif.,, cxxxiv, cxl, 42, ''69-70, . 
103, 104. 

Dimishk. See Damascus. 

DR (19). See Darabjird. 

DMT? (23). See Dasfet-i-Malsin. 

.Fasa,..105..-'-' 

Fil?, Hi,, civ,' c'xiii,;' cxv, .''CXXV' f.,,' cxli,': 

86-7, 190. 

Firuzabild, 190. 

Ganja. See Kanja. 


I The number within brackets after the mint-signature refers to the corresponding 
one in the list given on pp. cii-cv of the Introduction. 
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Hamadhan, xlv, cii, cvi, cxxxv, cxli, 

: 

Herat, xlix, iiii, Ixvi, ciii, cxviii, cxx, 
cxxxix, cxli, cxliv, 5, 8, 73-4, 76-7, 
95, 122, 175. ' 

. hra:( 24). /See Herat. 

HUBA (25). See Khurasan. 

HiTBASAN (20). See Khurasan. 

HOT, 96. 

Istakhr. xlii, xlv, xlviii, Iv, Ixii, cv, 
cxxixf., Gxxxii, cxxxvii, cxl, 12, 36, 
44, 70-1, 73, 101-2, 115-16, 180, 
189, 199. 

iz:d. /See Yezd. 

Jundai-Sabur, 176. 

Kanja?, xlvii, ciii, cxx, cxxxv, cxli, 51. 

Khubus, cxix, 190, 202. 

Khurasan. 1, liii, Iviii, Ixiii, Ixvif., ciii, 
cxiii, cxix f., cxxxix f., cxli, cxliv, 
90,106-7,127-9,190,202. 

Kirman, xlii, xlviii, Ivi, lx, Ixiif., ciii, 
cxxf., cxxxii, cxxxviii, cxli, cxlvi, 
30-2, 35, 65-6, 101, 103-4, 111-12, 
115, 186, 194, 197. 

Kisht, 61, 187. 

KHJA? (27). See Kanja. 

Kobadh. xlv, ciii, cxxi, 45, 182 f. 

KBMAX (28). See Kirman. 

KBMAH - - - ? (29). See Kirman. 

KEMAxr - - - ? (30). See Kirman. 

KKMAX - - - ? (31). See Kirman. 

KBMAH . - - ? (32). See Kirman. 

krmanah: ? (33). See Kirman. 

KBMAHB^ ? (37). See Kirman. 

KRMAXHP- ? (35). See Kirman. 

KBMANHAN- ? (36). See Kirman. 

KBMAXHHB ? (34). /See Kirman. 

KSH. See Kisht. 

hsik:an,'187.' 

KVAT? (38), See Kobadh. 

Mah al-Basra. See Nihavand. 

Meibud, civ, cxxii, 13. 

Merv, xxxvi, xl, xlv, If., liii, ixvi, 
Ixxxiv, civ, cxii, cxiii, cxx, cxxii f., 
cxxxix, cxli, cxiii, cxliv, 3, 5, 6, 
12, 13, 20, 29, 49, 77-82, 90-4, 129, 
162. 

Merv ahRudh, xlv, 1, Iviii, Ixvi, civ, 


cxx, cxxiii, cxlif., cxliv, 66, 82-3, 
94-5, 107, 189, 193, 195. 

MiB ? (39). See Meibud. 

MB (40). /See Merv. 

MEW (41). . See Merv. , 

mbwevt: (42). See Merv al-Budh. 

Muhammadiya. See al-Haiy . 

Nahr-Tira, xlv, xlvi, xlvii, lif., civ, 
cxv, cxxiv, cxxxvif., cxli, 3, 8, 43, 
49,51,85,86. 

NH (43). /See,Mhavand. 

NHE (44). /See Nahr-Tira. 

KiH (45). See Nihavand. 

Nihavand, xlv, xlvii, xlviii, Ivi, civ, 
cxxiii f., cxxv, cxxxvi, cxli, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 12, 15, 22, 42, 51, 66-7, 102, 
104, 176. 

Nishapur. ci, 68, 194. 

HI(SSA), 67, 182. 

HSHH. See Nishapur. 

PALHAH? (46), 1, civ, cxxv, cxxxix, 
cxliv, 83, 189. 

pil? (47). See Ml 

al-Raiy, xlv, xlviii, lix, xcviif., civ, 
cxiii, cxx vi 1, cxxxv, cxl, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 43, 60, 68-9, 
109, 122, 174, 175, 176, 186, 195, 

-217. '■ 

Raj, 17. 

ED (48). See al-Raiy. 

EiiJ, 2, 14. 

s ? (59), cv, cxxxi, 13. 

Sabur. See Bishapur. 

SHAJA? (64), vii, cv, cxxxiii, 106, 
1941 

(49). See al-Shiraian. 

al-Shirajan ?, xlv, xlvii, civ, cxxi, 
cxxviii, cxxxviii, cxli, 9, 11,44, 51. 

SHUSH (50). See al-Sus. 

SI, 188, 192. 

Sind, 197. 

Sijistan. See Sistan. 

Sistan, xxxvi, xlvi, xlviii, 1, liv, Iviii, 
lx, civ, cxx, cxxviii 1, cxxxviii, 
cxl, cxliv, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 18, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 49, 64-5, 77, 95-6, 
97, 107-8, 110, 121, 125-6, 175, 
176, 188, 191-2. 
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sizAJTAN? (ol). See SlstM, 
sizsTAiiT. ■' /See Sistan. ' : ■ . 

SJI^, 180. 

SK (52). /See Sistan. 

ST (53). /See Istakhr. 

ST V (61)j ov,' cxxxii. 

Su, 188.: 

al-Sus, cii, civ, cvii, cxxviii, cxxxvi, 
0x1,6,14,52-4,171,175. 

Susa. /See al-Sus, 

Tabaristan, Ixix f, cv, cxxx, cxxxix, 
cxli, cl, 130-61. 

TART ? (54), Ixiii, Ixv, cv, cxxx, cxxxii, 
97, 116, 121, 192, 199. /See also 
Ardashir-Khurra, TAUMA, and TAUT. 
TAXIMA, 192. 

TAUT, 192, . 

TPURSTAN (55). See Tabaristan. 

UT, 9, 16, 29, 46, 197. 


WH, 8, 104, 176. 

Yezd, xxxvi, cxxix, 7, 8, 64, 175, 170, 
186,188,200. 

Y^KAN, 187. 

Zadracarta, 7, 9, 11, 14, 68, 176, 186, 

Zanjan, xlv, xlviii, cv, cxxxi, cxxxii, 
cxxxvi, cxli, 46, 72, 187. 

ZANK ? (62). See Zanjan. 

ZANKAN (56). /See Zanjan. 

Zaranj, xlii, xlv, xlvii, xlviii, Ixi, 
Ixii 1, xcix, cv, cxx, cxxxi, cxxxviii, 
cxl, 19, 32, 45, 52, 71, 95, 113, 1 16, 
124, 126, 177. 

ZD. See Zadracarta. 

ZND, 14. 

ZB (57), See Zaranj, 

zu,13,176. 

ZUZUA, 2. 


III. INDEX OF INSCRIPTIONS 

(OTHER THAN DATES OR MINTS) ^ 

(a) PeMevi 


XX, cliii, 18, 24, 41. 

XX, 17, 18, 31, 73, 
1331,154,174,200. 

50,51,191. 

50. 

-U/PC» .r, 

47 

-piooxiv'oju' 90 
^w»4i VO** 

lOO?*^ CH 

FAhI 

87 f. 

1 0 -! 

[ 

--mJ «> IJ'Oa-f 

29. 

■ a ' ■ 

30. 

32. 

... ,|24.' 

.-“-tJ-"-* ®" 117, 


>^2aX^ row 

tjMj |J t m4 

|«»»A»4w» J 



1 ei passim . 

IVO't^Q^ 

(in margin) 127 f. 

O'K 

122. 


Ill f. 


62, 63. 


73. 

i£2^ pa 

52, 64. 


110. 


2. ,;: 


106 f. 


134 f., 214. 


136. 


^ See Introduction, j)p. cii-cv and elvii~clxi for Pehlevi mint-signatures and dates. 
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^Jj^n 





-^304>uw 

\ ff S »-t3 

-jI-wV*' 

-^pr'v 

r^ V «-***>*' r* «•'«'' 
J^4u»ii8a6 

•ta^ 


98 f. 

106. 

109. 

30. 

30, 31, 32. 

31, 35, 103. 

131. 

173. 

133 f. 

109. 

108. 

119, 199. 

1 et passim. 

(in margin) 32, 103, 

86 f . 

131 f. 

2 et 2^cissim. 

126. 

126. 

110 . 

122 . 

113. 

26. 

26. 

124. 



««J 


105. 


r-«u^£^3./C> 

xcviif., 174. 
(piBuI) 66. 

yyj^ 66, 187. 

130. 

yt^Jo/ 130 . 

113, 116, 119. 
rtLit^ 171 - 

74 f. 


Y^ J>jJ \* CSH 

iCdV^ 

^iOtrfer 


46. 

95 f. 

1 . 

4. 

36. 

37. 45. 

38. 

40. 


Q 2 


162. 
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123,201. 

109. 


^iiaum* 

27,29. 

/////// < 

172. 


120. 

' 

2. 

:r\o^ 

18. 

»u-^ipu/ 

186. 


195. 


;13. ' 

?l»^l 

170, 216. 


134 f., 204. 

la&l 

138, 145, 205, 206. 

1 ^ 

145. 

MUI 

143 f. 


KKi-^lr^ 124. : 
rtr^ 52, 53. 

32. 

115. 

-fib 114 f. 

H 65. 

102 . 

I|A# 111. 

66 . 

cliii, 133, 159, 214. 

J 26, 34, 62, 64, 103, 116, 
185,186. 

iV 32, 35, 180, 186, 203. 
d 63, 186. 

36. 

d — 121. 


(6) Arabic 


'^jy 

152 f. 


173,217. 

UriJJ 

22. 


24. 

t 

1441 

tt 

Ixxiii, xci, 156. 


125,127. 

aDI 

3 et passim. 

^Wo* mDI 

199. 

(3i O/^ 

110. 

1 1 

81, 96, 189, 192. 

djyi 

12, 17, 18, 19. 
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86 f., 


... 7, 13-23, 36-7, 40-6, 55, 65, HO, 

csi-J 120, 125, 176, 177, 181. 

? cJi-’ r'. 

4i5V J^yjU^ 'if' 4)1 H 4i)l 118f. 

4)1 'il ^ V 4)11 xxiii, 112, 113. 

aDI Jj-j JU^ 4))V 97, 108, 193. 

A. ^1 U 4.0*^ 4)11 4)11 ^ 

xd) 

^'ifl O^WJl 4)11 J^j 4)31 xeiv, xcvif., 169. 

.X*' f-‘ 

^'^1 Jj aUI 111 f- 

Qtrj *-“*-» Ivii, civ, 105, 194. 

151. 

y\s~ cxlv f., 96. 
j j>r 145, 156, 196, 214. 

,±ai^ 3, 175. 

115, 198. 
cxlv f., 125. 

118 f. 

om gti 

^1 (j; 

a) 3 JU^l 199. 

? :,U 0! 1^2. 

(sic) aDI 24, 25. 

uf-'U' Ixxx, 160. 

^ m. 

? Jp-Vl 4)11 ®lv 


1 
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INDEX III 



139 f. 


142. 


188. 


144 f. 

^y. 

xcix, 126. 

4 JJ 

95 f. 

t 

Ixxiii, Ixxix, 147, 215. 


Ixxix, 159, 160. 

ss* 

XX. 

aUI 

150 f. 


Ixxv, 137, 206. 

^Vc< J*^ 

136. 

(3<*" y. 

160. 

e — ,, L- — 

Ixxx, 152. 

4i]l 4i31 ^\ aJI ^ 

160. 

iXi^^>zA diJp*^ 4ll\ ^ll 

23-5. 


cxlvi, 112 f. 

4i) 

XX, cxlvi, 18, 180. 

•.X^i^ell aU 

85, 98, 102, 120, 193. 

diUl 41 

199. 


xc, 164. 

411 Jaj?xa 

14. 

e...-AX«ASA» 

103-4. 

411 v-.-»suiaA 

102. 

Jbu 

146, 158, 210. 

JtIa. 

148 f. 


173. 
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xc f., 

164 f. 


XC f., 

167. 



XC f., 

, 167. 

jjjA 


XC f., 

168. 


4^51 

24. 



j'* 

147. 



-111 jj 

176. 



esr” 

143. 




189. 





c^O o 




ax>^ 




Ixviii, 127. 


Ixvii, 127. 


127. 


(c) Ephthalite 

127 f. 
127 f. 

o-4r*M:iVljO 81. 
(7r«i5»co 83. 


' 7LL>0^ 


14. 


(d) Bukharan 

Ixxxv, 163 f . 

IxxxYi f., 164 f. 
hHiH H H* ixxxix. 



IV. GENERAL INDEX 


■Abbad ibn ^Abdallah, lx. 

— ibn Ziyad, xxxi, xxxii, xlix. 
'Abbasids, xv, xvi, xix, xx, xxii, xxiii, 

xxT, Ixxf., ixxvi, ixxxiiil, xcf., 

imt 

'Abbasid governors in Tabaristan, 
list, Ixxivf., coins, 130 iff. 

'Abd ai-'Aziz ibn Marwan I, xL 
'Abdallah ibn 'Abbas, xxx. 

— ibn 'Amir ibn Ghailan, xxxi, xlv, 
xlvi,. 

— ibn 'Amr, xxx. 

— ibn Khalid, xxxi. 

— ibn Muti', xxxii. 

— ibn Rabi' ibn Ziyad, xxxi. 

— ibn XJmaiya ibn 'Abdallah, xxxiv, 
Iviif. 

— ibn Yazid, xxxii. 

'Abd al-Rabman ibn Samura, xxx. 

— ibn Zaid, li. 

Abrashahr, xxix, xxx, xlv, li, liii, cvi. 
See also Index II. 

Abu Bakr, Caliph, xxi, xxiii, Ixxxv, 
Ixxxvii. 

Abu Mas'ud, xxx. 

Abu Musa al-Ash'ari, xxviii, xxix, 
xxx. 

Abu Muslim, Ixxii, Ixxxiii. 
Adharbaijan, xxiv, xxix, xxxiii. 
also Index 11. 

Ai’zuT coins, xix, xx, Ixxii f., Ixxviif., 
1531, 170. 

'A'isha, xxii, xli, xlvi. 

'All, Caliph, xxii, xxiii, xxixf., xli, 

202 . 

'All ibn 'Isa, xcv. 

'Alids, xxiii, xxixl, xxxvii, xli, 
xlviif., iii, 176. 

al-Amin, Caliph, Ixxxiv, xci, xciv f. 
'Amir ibn Misma', Ivii. 

Mas'ud, xxxii. 

Amir of the Believers. See Com- 
mander of the Faithful. 

'Ammar ibn Yasir, xxviii 1 
'Amr ibn Huraitii, xxxi, xxxiv, lix. 
Amul, Ixxiii, Ixxvii. 

Anonymous coins. See afzut coins. 


Anti-Caliph. See 'Abdallah ibn al- 
Zubair, al-Katari ibn al-Fuja’a, and 
Ibn al-Ash'ath. 

Arab-Byzantine coin-type, xxxviii, 
xxxix, lix, 25, 178. 

Arab-Ephthalite, xv, xviii, If., Ixxxiv, 
cxix, cxx, cxxii, cxxxii f., cxlii, 
cxliv, 14, 49, 1271, 190. 

Arabic legends, xv, xix, xx, xxv, 
xxvi, XXXV, xxxvii, Ixv, Ixx, Ixxiii, 
Ixxv, Ixxvi, Ixxix, Ixxxvii, Ixxxix, 
xcl, xciv f., xcix, c, cxi, cxiii, cxxii, 
cliifF., 31 

Arabic, official use of, xxxix, Ixiv. 

Arab-Sassanian, xv, xvi, xvii, xx, 
xxvi, XXXV f., xlviii, Ixvii, Ixxii, 
Ixxvii, xcvii, xcix, cxi, cliv, 3 ff. 

Ardabil, xxix. 

Ardashir-Khurra, xxxiii. See also 
Index II. 

Armenia, xxxiii, xcvii, cxxxv, cxi. 

Arrajan, xxix. See also Index II. 

Aslam ibn Zur'a, xxxi, xxxii, cxxvii, 

200 . 

Atawlya dirhams, 1x1, 111, 196. 

Azrakites [Azarilpa), See Kharijites. 

al-Bab, xxix, cxi. 

Baghdad, xxv, Ixxiii. 

Baghll dirhams, cxlviii f . 

Bahrain, xxxiv, lii, Iv, lx. 

Bahram V coin-type, Ixxxiv f., clii, 
162 ffi 

Balkh. xxix, xxxi, Ixiii, cxliv. See 
also Index 11. 

Barbarous imitations, xviii, xcix, 
cxxix, cxxxi, 125-6. 

Base coins, xlviii, cli, 175. 

al-Ba§ra, xxii, xxiv, xxv, xxvii, 
xxviii 1, xxxix, xli, xliii, xlivl, 1, 
lii, Ivl, Iviii, 1x1, Ixiii 1, Ixviii, 
Ixxxi, ci, cvi, cixf., cxviif., cxxi, 
cxxiii, cxxxii, cxxxiv. See also 
Index II. 

Bilingual coins, xix, xxv, xxvi, Ixxvii, 
xcl, 31, 1641 

Billon coins, cl, 1641 
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Bishapur, xxix. See also Index II. 

Biikair ibn Wishah, xxxiii, ■ xxxiv. 

Bukhara, xv, xvi, xix, xxv, xxxijxlvii, 

■ Ixii, Ixix, Ixxxf., Ixxxiv, Ixxxv, 
Ixxxvii, xci, xcv, cl If., 1621 

Bukharan legends, xxvi, Ixxxvf., 
xciii, xciv, clii, 163 f. 

Bukhar-Khuda, xvi, xxxi, xlvii, Ixxxi, 
Ixxxii, Ixxxiii, ixxxvi, Ixxxvii 1, 
xc, xcii, xciii, 1621 

Byzantines, xxii, xxxix. ■ 

Caliph, xxi, 25, 26, 27. 

Camel, Bactrian, countermark, cxlvi, 
83. 

Camel, Battle of the, xxii, xxx, xli. 

China, Ixxxii, cxxii. 

Chronology, xxi f xxvii, xxxv ff. 

Coinage, reform of, xxv, xxxvii, 
xxxviii, xxxix, xl, Ivi, Ixiii, Ixiv, 
xcix, cxxii, cxxxiv, cxxxvi, cxlvii f ., 
cxlix, cl. 

Commander of the Faithful, occur- 
rence of title, xxv, xljxlii, Ixi, xcvl, 
26, 271, 331, 1121 

Copper coins, xv, xix, xlviii, Ixx, xcv, 
cvii, cxxx, cxlvii, cxlix, cif., 161. 

Countermarks, Ixvii, Ixxiii, Ixxix, 
cxxih, cxxv, cxliiff., clii, 4, 111, 
15, 191, 29, 381, 41, 43, 471, 55, 
57 f., 60, 62, 641, 67, 71, 741, 
881, 991, 1061, 111, 121 f., 129, 
184,1891,193,197. 

Ctesiphon, cxii, cxxxiii. 

Babliak ibn Kais, xxxi f . , cxix. 

Damascus, xxiii, xxv, xxxvii, xlii, Ixi, 
xcix, cxlvii. See also Index IT. 

Danalp^ cxlixf., cli I. 

Darabjird, xxix. See also Index II. 

Dinar, cxlvii 1 

Dirham, weight of, cxlvii f . 

Ephthalites, xxix, xxxi, Ixv, Ixxxi, 

■ Ixxxii, Ixxxiv, cxx, clii. . 

Ephthalite legends, XX, li, liii, Ixv, 

ixvif., cxliv, clii, 83, 127 f., 189. 

Ephthalite symbol, Ixvii, cxlii, 49, 
127 1 

Epigraphy, cliiff. 

Eras, xxvi, xxvii, xxviii, xxxv, xxxvi, 
xxxviii, xl, xJiv, xlviii, lii, Ivii, Ixx, 
cxxvii, 202, 237 f. 


al-Padi ibn Sulaiman, xcii. 

— - — Yahya al-Barmaki, xcii. 

Fals (plur. fulus). See Copper coins. 

Fars,^ xxiv, xxix, xxx, xxxiii !.,■ xlvi, 

1, li, lii, Iv, Ixiii, cii f., cviii, cx, cxvf., 
cxxi, cxxvi, cxxix, cxxxii; cxxxvii, 
cxliv. 

Fatima, xxii. 

Fire-altar, Zoroastrian, xv, xvii, xix, 
Ixvi, If. 

Forgeries, xv, 161, 191, 193. 

Georgia, xxxvii. 

Ghalib ibn Fadala. xxx. 

Ghitrif ibn ^Ata, Ixxxiii, Ixxxvii, xciii, 
cll 

OMtrlflya dirhams, xci f., xciii, cl 

Gil Gaubara, Ixix. 

Gold coins, xv, xix, xxv, Ivi, Ixx, 161, 
191, 193. 

Graffito, 115, 198. 

al-Hadi, Caliph, xci, xcii, xcviii. 

Eaital, See Ephthalites. 

Ilakam ibn 'Amr al-Ghifari, xxx, Hi. 

— ibn Nahik, xxxiv. 

Hamadhan. xxix, xcv. See also In- 
dex II. 

IJamza ibn ^Abdallah ibn al-Zubair, 
xxxiii, Ivi. 

Harith ibn ^Abdallah ibn Abi RabPa, 
xxx, xxxiii, liv, Iv. 

Harun al-Rashid, Caliph, xxvi, Ixxiii, 
Ixxvi, Ixxx, Ixxxiv, Ixxxvii, Ixxxix, 
xcii, xciii, xcv, xcviii, 168. 

Hasan ibn 'AH, xxiii. 

Head-dress of attendants, 2, 24, 130, 
178, 201. 

Hemidrachms, Ixx, cl, 41, 189. 

Herat, xxix, xlv, lii, liii, Ixix, cxviii. 
See also Index II. 

Ifijaz, xxxviii, xxxix. 

Hijra era, xxi, xxvi, xxvii, xxviii, 
xxxv, xxxvi, xxxviii, xl, xli, xlii, 
li, Iviii, xcviii, cvi, cvii, cviii, cx, 
cxi, cxiii, cxvii, cxviii, cxix, cxxi, 
cxxii, cxxiii, cxxiv, cxxvi, cxxvii, 
cxxix, 7, 9, 68, 237 f. 

Historical Background, xxi If. 

Hormuzd IV coin-type, xxxvii, 2, 24. 

!Husain ibn 'AH, xxiii, xxv, xli, xlvii, 
xlviii. 
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INDEX IV 


Ibn al-Ash'a;^!, Ixiii, Ixiv. 

Ibn Murjaixa, xlvlii. 

InBcriptions, cliii!. ■ 

al-'Irak, : xxi, xxii, ■ xxxi, , xxxiii, 
xxxviii, xxxix, xl, xli, xliii, xlvii, 
Ivi, Iviij Iviii, lix, Ixi, Ixiii, Ixxxi, 
xcv, cii, ciii, cix, cxi, cxii, cxxiv, 
exxvii, cxxxiiif., cxlii, cxlvii. 

It&yi, xvi, xxi, xxvi, xxvii, xxviii, 
xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxix, xl, xM, lx, 
Ixi, Ixix, Ixx, Ixxxi, Ixxxiv, cvi, cix, 
cxii, cxxii, cxxvi, cxlvii. 

Isfahan, xxix, cxxxv, cxxxvi. 

Ishak ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ash'ath, 

, ' Ixxl 

Ispahbads, xvi, xix, xx, Ixi, Ixx, Ixxi, 
Ixxii, ixxiii, 130 f., 178. 

Istakhr. xxix. See also Index II. 

Ja'far ibn al-Ash^ath, xcii. 

— ibn Yabya al-Barmaki, xcii. 

al-Jazira, xxxiii, cxxxiv, cxl. 

Jibal, xxiv, Iv, xcviii, cii, civ, cv, cvi, 

cxxiii, exxvii, cxxxi, cxxxv. 

Jundai-Sabur, xxix, cxxxvii, cxl. 

Ka^ ba, xlL 

Kabaj Khatun, Ixxxi. 

Kabul, xxxi, xxxii, liv, lx, Ixiii, Ixiv. 

Kadislya, Battle of, xxii. 

Kais ibn al-Hai^am, xxix, xxx, cvi. 

Kana (Bukhar Khuda), Ixxxviif. 

Katan ibn 'Abdallah, xxxiii. 

— ibn Kabisa, xxxiv. 

Ka^ir ibn Shihab, xxx. 

Kerbela, Battle of, xxiii, xxv, xxxii, 
xli, xlvii, xlviii. 

Khdhdn, xevi, xcvii, 169. 

Khardj (land-tax), xxx, Ixxvi, Ixxxiii, 
ciii. 

Kharijites (Khawdrij), xviii, xxiii, 
xxiv, xxv, xxx, xxxi, xxxii, xxxiii, 
xxxiv, xi, xli, xlv, xlvii, Iv, Ivii, 
lix, lx, Ixi, Ixii, Ixxii, cxlvi, 201. 

Khulaid ibn 'Abdallah, xxx, xxxi, cvi. 

Khurasan, xv, xxii, xxv, xxvii, xxix, 
xxx, xxxi, xxxii, xxxiii, xxxiv, xli, 
xlv, xlvi, xlix, 1, ii, lii, liii, Ivii, Iviii, 
lix, Ixii, Ixviii, Ixix, Ixxxi, Ixxxii, 
Ixxxiii, Ixxxiv, Ixxxvii, xci, xcii, 
xciii, xcv, cii f., , cvi, cxii, cxiii, 
cxviii, cxix, cxxii, cxxiii, cxxxixf., 
cxiii, cl. See also Index II. 


Khusrau II coin-type, xx, xxvi, 
xxxvi f., Ixx, Ixxxiv, xeix, cvi, evii, 
cviii, cx, cxvii, exx, cxxii, cxxiv, 
exxv, exxvii, cxxviii, cxxix, exxx, 
cxxxi, cxlviii, 2, 51, 25, 1251 

Khusrau II, era of, lii, 190, 202. 

Khuzistan, xxviii, xxix, li, lii, cii. civ, 
cxv, cxxiv, exxvi, cxxxvi. 

Kirman, xxiv, xxix, xxx, xxxii, xxxiv, 
Ivi, lx, Ixi, Ixii, cxxxviii. See also 
Index II. 

al-Kufa, xxii, xxiii, xxiv, xxv, xxvii, 
xxviii f., xxxix, xli, xliii, xlv, xlvii, 
xlviii, Ivi, Iviii, lix, Ixiii, Ixiv, Ixxi, 
cvi, cx, cxi, cxii, exxvii, cxxxiv, 
cxii. 

Kufic. /See Arabic legends. 

Kuhistan, xxv, xxix, xxxi, cxix. 

Kumis, cxxxviii, cxii. 

Kutaiba ibn Muslim, Ixix, Ixxxii, 
exxv. 

— son of Tu ghsh ada. Ixxxiii, xc. 

Land-tax. See Khardj, 

Legends and epigraphy, ciii if., 226 ff. 

Madinat-al-Salam. See Baghdad. 

Magians, era of the, xxviii. 

Mah al-Basra, xxix. See also Index II. 

al-Mahdi, Caliph, Ixxvii, Ixxxiv, 
Ixxxvii, xc, xcviii, 164 f. 

MaMlya, a denomination, xc, xcii, 
xciii, 1671 

Maki*an, xxv, xxix, xxxi, cxxxviii. 

Makrizi, on coinage, xxxviii, xlv. 

al-Ma’mun, Caliph, Ixxxiii, Ixxxiv, 
xcvl 

ManMhir. xxviii, cxxxvii, cxii. 

al-Mansur, Caliph, Ixx, Ixxii, Ixxxiv, 
xci, 217. 

Marwan I, Caliph, xxiv, xlii, xlvii. 

Maskala ibn Hubaira, xxxi, Ixxi. 

Mazandaran, Ixix. 

Mecca, xxi, xxxix, xli, lx. 

Medina, xxi, xxii, xli. 

Merv, xxii, xxvi, xxx, xxxiv, xxxvi, 
xlv, liii, cxx. See also Index II. 

Merv al-Rudh. xxix, xlv, cxliv. See. 
also Index II. 

Metrology, cxlvi ff. 

MiT)>rdh, 24. 

Mint Notes, xcixff. 

Misma' ibn Malik ibn Misma', Ivii. 
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cxlviii f . . , , 

Mobedh (Zoroastrian priest), l i. _ 
Mosul, xxxiii, Ixii, xcvii, xcviu, 

cxxxiv. ' 

Mu'awiya II, Caliph, xxiv, xli, xlii, 

xlvii. .. 

Mu^ira ibn Shu'ba, xxvii, xxviii, 

xxix, XXX, xxxi. _ 

Muhammad, the Prophet, xxi, xc. 
MuhS'mmad ibn Dahda, xci, xciii. 
Mij^ammadiya dirhams, xcif., xciv, 
ci ff. 

al-Mukanna', Ixxxm, xcii. _ 

al-Mukhtar ibn Abi 'XJbaid, xxvu, 
xxxii, xxxiii, xxxix, xlviii, Ivi, Ixi. 
Musa ibn Nusair, xxxix, lix. 

Musaiyab ibn Zuhair, Ixxxiii, xei, 
xcii, xciii. . . , « 

Musaiyabiyd dirhams, xci i., cl n. 

Nahr-Tira, xxviii. See also Index II. 1 
Najda ibn 'Amir, lx. 
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Nasr ibn Saiyar, Ixxxii, Ixxxin. 
Nihavand, Battle of, xxii, xxix, cvi, 
cxxiii f. 
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Omar, Caliph, xxi, xxiii, xxxvi, li, 
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Othman, Caliph, xxii, xxiii, xxix, 

xxxvii, xli, xlvi, Ixxi. , 

Oxus, river, xxi, xxxi, xxxii, Ivui, 
Ixxx, Ixxxi. 

Pehlevi legends, xv, xix, xxv, xxxv, 
xxxvi, xxxvii, xl, xlii, li, liii, Ixi, 
Ixv, Ixvi, Ixviii, Ixx, Ixxvi, Ixxvii, 
Ixxxiv f . , xc, xcviii, xeix, cxix,cxxu, 
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Poll-tax Ixxxiii. 

Posthumous eoins,xix, xx, xliii, xlviii, 

liii, Ixxii, cxi, 60, 1311, 181, 182, 
186, 187, 191. _ ... 

Post-Yezdigird era, xxvii, xxviii, 
xliv, xlviii, 1, Ixx, Ixxii, cvii, cviii, 
cxvii, cxxv, 37, 68, 237 f. 
Prototype coins, xvii, xix, Ixxxiv, 
Ixxxvi, clii, 1 1, 1301, 1621 

al-Raiy, xxix, xxx, xci, xev, xcvii. 
See also Index II. 
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Ramhurmuz, xxix, cxxxvii, cxl. 

Rauh ibn Ilatim, Ixxivf. 

Sabur. See Bishapur. 

Sa'd ibn Abi Wakkas, xxviii f. 
al-Sahaba (Companions of the Pro- 
phet), xxii, xlv, lii. 

Sa'id ibn al-'As, xxvii, xxix, xxx, xli, 
Ixxi. 

— ibn 'UAman, xxxi, xxxii, Ixxxii. 

Samarkand, xlix, Ixxx f., Ixxxii. 

Sari, Ixxiii, Ixxvii. 

Sassanian fiwZZae, c f ., cvi, cx. 

— coin-type, xv, xvi, xvii, xviii, xix, 
XX, xxv, Ixvii, Ixx, cxlvii. 

— drachm, weight of, cxlvii. 

Sharik ibn al-A'war, xxxii. 

^I'at-’AU. See 'Alids. 

Sinan ibn Salama, xxxi. 

Sind, xxxi, Ixi. 

Sistan, xxiv, xxix, xxx, xxxif., xlvi, 
xlix, liv, Iviii, lix, lx, Ixi, Ixiii, Ixiv, 
cxix, cxxxiii. See also Index II. 
Sogdians, defeat of, xxxii. 

Standing Caliph type, xxxviii, xl, 25. 
Star and crescent, 1 f . 

Sufyan ibn al-Abrad, Ixi, Ixxi. 

Su^d (Sogdiana), xlix, Ixxx 1 
Suk al-Ahwaz, xxviii, cxli. 

(Swmarn dirhams, cxlviii f. 

Sunni, xxiii, Ixxxv. 

al-Sus, xxviii f. See also Index II. 

Suwaid ibn 'Amr, Ixxi 

dirhams, cxlviii 1 

Tabaristan, xv, xvi, xxiv, xxv, xxvii, 
xxix, xxxi, xxxiv, Ixi, Ixixf., xcvii, 
cxxx, cxxxix, cliv, 41, 130 f. See 
also Index II. 

Tabaristan type, xix, xxv, Ixx, Ixxiii, 
xcvii, xcix, 1301, 174. 

— era, xxvii, 37. 

Tahirids, xov. 

Talha, xxii, xli. 

Tali,a al-Talal}Mt, liv. 

Tar'yian Nezak, Ixix, Ixxxii. 
Transoxiana, xxi, xxvii, xxxii, xxxiv, 
xlvi, xlvii, xlix, Iviii, Ixviii, Ixxx f ., 
Ixxxii, xci, xcvi, cxix, cxxii, clii. 
Treasury, xxxviii. 

Tribute, annual, xxxix. 

Trilingual coin-legends, Ixv, 127 f. 
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Tukb.aristan, xxxiv. : 

Turan, IxxxL 

Turks, xxxi, xxxiv, xlix, Iviii, Ixviii, 
Ixix, Ixxx f , , Ixxxvi,' xcvi f. ^ See 
also Eplitlialites. . 

Tustar, xxix. 

Umaiyads, xv, xvii, xviii, xx, xxiif., 
xlii, lii, Iviii f., Ixiv, Ixxi, Ixxxiii, 
xcix, cxxii, cxxiii, cxl, 1-126. 

'Uman (Oman), xxxiv, Hi, lx. 

^Umar ibn Abil-§alt, Ixxi. 

Uncertain governors, xviii, xxvii, Ixv, 
cxxvi, 121 f., 170 f., 200. 

— mints, 1, Iv, Ivii, ixv, ci, cxvi, 
exxvi, cxxviii, cxxxif., 3, 9, 13, 45, 
46, 49, 50, 61, 68, 83, 97, 102, 103, 
106, 116, 121, 125, 127. 

'Uthman ibn Abil-^As, lif., cxxi. 

ai-Walid, Caliph, xxiv, xl. 

— ibn ^Ukba, xxix. 

al-Wasit, xxiv, cxxxiii, cxli. 


Windad Hormuzd, Ixxiii, Ixxvi, Ixxvii, 
Ixxviii. 

Yarmuk, Battle of, xli. 

Ya^rib, xxi. 

Yazid, Caliph, xxiv, xxv, xxxii, 
xxxviii, xli, xlvii, xlix. 

Yazid ibn al-Muhallab, xxxiv, Ixii, 
Ixxi. 

— ibn Ziyad, xxxii, xlix, liv. 

Yemama, lx. 

Yezdigird III coin-type, xxxvf., cxxii, 
exxvi f., cxxix, cxxxii, 3f. 

— era of, xxvi, xxvii, xxxv, xxxvif., 
xl, xlii, xliv, xlvi, xlviii, 1, Iviii, 
Ixiv, Ixviii, cvi, cvii, cx, cxi, cxvii, 
cxviii, cxix, cxxiii, cxxvii, 237 f. 

Zaranj, xxxiii, liv. See also Index II. 

al-Zubair, xxii, xli. 

Zubairids. See 'Abdallah ibn al- 
Zubair. 

Zunbil, Lord of Kabul, liv, Ixiii. 

Zuyuf, xlviii, 175. 
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PUBLIGATIONS OP THE DEPARTMENT 
OP COINS AND -MEDALS ■ 

GENERAL 

Guide to the Department of Coins and Medals. 1901, 8vo. 
With 45 iiiiistrations, 6cl. Out of pr bit, ■ 

— — Second edition. 1911, 8vo. W\th 45 illustrations, 6^/. 
Out of pro?/. 

Third edition. 1922, 8vo. With 8 Plates and 49 illus- 
trations, Is. M. Out of print. 

— Eourth edition. 1934, 8vo. With 8 Plates and 49 
illustrations, 1 6*. 6d. 

Grains and Grammes. A Table of < Equivalents for the use 
of Numismatists. 1920, 4to, 3^. 

The Law and Practice of Treasure Trove. By G. F. Hill 
C.B. (Reprinted from the Antiquaries J ournal. J uly, 1930, 
Vol. X, No. 3.) 1930, 8vo, M. 

GREEK 

Nummi Veteres in Museo R. P. Knight ab ipso descripti, 
1830* 4to, II. Us. 


CATALOOtTE OF GeEEIC CoINS IK THE BRITISH MuSEXJM 

Italy, by R. S. Poole. 1873, 8vo. Woodcuts. 1/. 5.s\ Out 
of print. 

Sicily, by R. S. Poole, B. V. Head, and P. Gardner. 1876, 
8vo. Woodcuts. 1?. Is. Out of print . 

Thrace, by B. V. Head and P. Gardner. 1877, 8vo. Wood- 
cuts. H. Is. Out of print. 

Releueid Kings of Syria, by P. Gardner. 1878, 8vo. With 
28 Plates. 10s. 6d. Out of print. 

Macedonia, by B. V. Head. 1879, 8vo. Woodcuts and a Map. 


11. 5s. Out of print. 

Thessaly to Aetolia, by P. Gardner. 

Plates, 11. Out of print. 

Ptolemaic Kings of Egypt, by R. S. Poole. 

32 Plates, 15s. Out of print. 

Central Greece, by B. V. Head. 1884, 8v0 
15s. Out of print. 


1883, 8vo. With 32 
1883, 8vg. With 
With 24 Plates, 
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Catalogues of Coins and Medals 

Crete and the Aegean Islands, by W. W, Wroth. 1886, 8vo. 
With 29 Plates, 15s. Out of print. 

Peloponnesus,, by P. Gardner. 1887, 8 vo. With 37 Plates, 
H. Is. Out of print. 

Attica, Megaris, Aegina, by B. V. Head. 1888, 8vo. With 
26 Plates, 16s. Out of print. 

Corinth, Colonies of Corinth, &c., by B. V. Head. 1889, 8vo. 

With 39 Plates, li Out of print. 

Pontus, Paphlagonia, Bithvnia, Bosporus, bv W. W. Wroth. 
1889, 8vo. With 39- Plates, H. Is. 

Mysia, by W. W. Wroth. 1892, 8vo. With 35 Plates, ll. 
Alexandria and the Nomes, by R. S. Poole. 1892, 8vo. 
With 32 Plates, IZ. 5s. Out of print. 

Ionia, by B. V. Head. 1892, 8vo. With 39 Plates, IZ. 8s. 
Out of print. 

Troas, Aeolis and Lesbos, by W. W. W’'roth. 1894, 8vo. 
With Map and 43 Plates, IZ. 5s. 

Caria and the Islands, by B. V. Head. 1897, 8vo. With 
Map and 45 Plates, IZ. 8s. 

Lyeia, Pamphylia and Pisidia, by G. F. Hill. 1897, 8vo. 

With Map and 44 Plates, IZ. 10s/ 

Gaktia, Cappadocia and Syria, by W. W. Wroth. 1899 
8vo. With Map and 38 Plates, IZ. 8s. 

Lyeaonia, Isauria and Cilicia, by G. F. Hill. 1900 8yo. 
With Map and 40 Plates, IZ. 8s. 

.Lydia, by B. V. Head. 1902, 8vo. With Map and 45 Plates, 
IZ. 15s. 

Parthia, by W. W. Wroth. 1903, 8yo. With Map and 37 
Plates, ll. 5s. Out of print. 

Cyprus, by G. F. Hill. 1904, 8vo. With Map and 26 Plates, 

Phrygia, by B. V. Head. 1906, 8vo. With Map and 53 Plates, 21. 
Phoenicia, by G. F. Hill. 1910, 8vo. With Map and 45 Plates, 

Palestine, by G. F. Hill. 1914, 8vo. With Map and 42 Plates, 

ll. lOs. 

Arabia, Mesopotamia and Persia, by G. F. Hill. 1922 8vo 
With Map and 65 Plates, 3Z. 10s. 

Cyrenaica, by E. S. G. Robinson. 1927, 8vo. With 47 Plates, 

Select Greek Coins exhibited in Electrotype. 1872, 12mo 6d 
Out of pint. ' 
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Guide to the Select Greek and Eoman Coins exhibited in 
edition, ^by Barclay V. Head. 1880. 
\^ith / Plates, 2,5*. 6d, Out of print. 

Guide to^the Principal Gold and Silver Coins of the Ancients 
SecOTd edition, by Barclay V. Head. 1881, 8vo. With 
70; Plates, H. 56*., Out of print. /, 

— 1883, 8vo. With 7 plates, 2a. M. Out- of , print. 

— — 1889, 8vo. Third edition. With .7 Plates, 2 a’. hd. Out 

; of prmt. 

■—— 1895, 8vo. Fourth edition. With 70 Plates, U. 5s Out 
of print With 7 Plates, 26*. M. Out of print Text only 
l6. Out of print. ' ^ 

Guide to the Principal Coins of the Greeks, from circ, 700 
B.c. to A.D. 270, based on the work of Barclay V. Head 
1932, 4to. With 50 Plate^^^^ 


HOMAN AND TRANSITIONAL 

(Jatalogite of 'Roman Coins m the British. Museum ■ 

Coins of the Roman Republic in the British Museum, by 
H. A. Grueber. In 3 vols. 1910, Royal 8vo. With 12*3 
Plates, 71. 106. 

Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum. VoL I, 
Augustus to Vitellius, by Harold Mattingly. 1923, Roval 
Svo. With 64 Plates, 31. 3s. 

Vol. II, Vespasian to Domitian, by Harold Mattingly, 

1930, Royal 8vo. With 83 Plates, 3?. 36. 

Vol. Ill, Nerva to Hadrian, by Harold Mattingly. 1936, 

Ro^/al 8vo. With 102 Plates, 3?. 106. 

Vol. IV, Antoninus Pius to Commodus, by Harold Mattingly. 

1940, Royal 8vo. With 111 Plates, 51. 

Roman Medallions, by H. A. Grueber. 1874, Royal 8vo. 

With 66 Plates, IZ. l6. Out of print. 

Catalogue of the Imperial Byzantine Coins in the British 
Museum, by Warwick Wroth. In 2 vols, 1908, Royal 8vo. 
With 79 Plates, 2Z. 156. 

Catalogue of the Coins of the Vandals, Ostrogoths and 
Lombards, and of the Empires of Thessalonica, Nicaea and 
Trebizond in the British Museum, by Warwick Wroth. 
1911, Royal 8vo. With 43 Plates, IZ. 2s. 6d. 

Guide to the Exhibition of Roman Coins in the Britisli 
Museum. 1927, 8vo. With 8 Plates and 11 Figures, 26. 
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ENGLISH, ETC. 

Catalogue of English- Goiks in the Beitish: Museum' 

Anglo-Saxon Series. Vol. I, by C. F. Keary, 1887, 8vo 
Mlth 30 Plates, 1?. 106*. Out of print. 

Anglo-Saxon Series. VoL II, by C. F. Keary and H. A. Gnieber. 

1893, Svo. With Map and 32 Plates, 21. 2s. 

The Norman Kings, bv G. C. Brooke. In 2 uols., 1916. 8vo. 
With 62 Plates, 2L A 

Description of the Anglo-Gallic Coins in the British Museiiiii, 
by Taylor Combe and E. Hawkins, 1826, 4to. With 
3 Plates, H. 4^. Out of print. 

Handbook of the Coins of Great Britain and Ireland, by 
H. A. Gnieber. 1899, Svo. With 64 Plates, ll. Is. Out qf 
print. 

CONTINENTAL 

Catalogue of the Townshend Collection of Swiss Coins. By 
R. S. Poole. 1878, 8vo., 5s. 


ORIENTAL 

Catalogue of Oriental Coins in the British Museum ■ 

Vol. T. The Coins of the Eastern Khaleefehs, by S. Lane 
Poole. 1875, Svo. With 8 Plates, I2s. Out of prinl. 

Vol. II. The Coins of the Mohammadan Dynasties, bv 
S. Lane Poole. 1876, Svo. With 8 Plates, 126*. Out of 
print. 

Vol. HI. The Coins of the Turkuman Houses of Seljook, 
Urtuk, Zeiigee, &c., by vS. Lane Poole. 1877, Svo. With 
12 Plates, 12-5. Out of print. 

Vol. IV. The Coinage of Egypt, by S. Lane Poole. 1879, 
Svo. With 8 Plates, 12-§. Out of prmt. 

Vol. V. The Coins of the Moors, by S. Lane Poole. 1880, 
Svo. With 7 Plates, 9^. Out of print. 

Vol. VI. The Coins of the Mongols, by S. Lane-Pooie. 

1881, Svo. With 9 Plates, 15.5. Out of print. 

Vol. VII. The Coinage of Bukhara, by S. Lane-Poole. 1882, 
Svo, With 5 Plates, 95. Out of print. 

Vol. V"III. The Coins of the Turks, by 8. Lane-Poole. 

1883, Svo. With 12 Plates, Ih Out of print. 

Vol. IX. (Additions to Vols. I-IV), by S. Lane-Poole. 
1889, Svo. With 20 Plates, IL Is. Out of print. 
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Catalogues of Coins and Medals 

wlT'i % S. Lane-Poole. 

lb90, 8vo. With 13 Plates, ll. 5s. Out of print. 

Catalogue of Arab^^ heights, by S. Lane-Poole. 

1891, 8vo. With 9 Plates, 12s. Out of pmit. 

Catalogue OF Muhammadan Coins in the Beitish Museum:— 

(new edition of the preceding.) 

wli ,^^’^^-Sa«sanian Coins, byJohn Walker. RovalSvo. 
With 40 Plates. " 

Catalogue OF Persian Coins in the British Museum: 

Shahs of Persia, by R. S. Poole. 1887, 8vo. 
With 24 Plates, 11. 5s. 


C .AT.ALOGUE OF INDIAN CoiNS IN THE BRITISH MuSEUM : — 

The Coin.s of the Sultans of Delhi, by S. Lane-Poole. 1884 
8vo, W^ith 9 Plates, 1?. Out of print. 

The Coins of the Mohammadan States of India, by S. Lane- 
Poole. 1885, 8vo. With 12 Plates, IZ. Out of 'print. 

Ihe Coins of the Greek and Scythic Kings of Bactria ami 
India, by P. Gardner. 1886, 8vo. With 32 Plates, IZ. Ls. 
Out of print. 

The Coin.? of the Moghul Emperors, by S. Lane-Poole. 1892 
8vo. With 33 Plates, IZ. 16s. 

The Coins of the Andhra Dynasty, the W’'estern Ksatrapas, the 
Traikutaka Dynasty, and the ‘Bodhl’ Dynasty, by E J 
Rapson. 1908, 8vo. With Map and 21 Plates, ‘iZ. 6s. 

The Coins of the Gupta Dynasties, and of SaSanka, King of 
Gau(Ja, by John Allan. 1914, Svo. With 24 Plates, IZ. 5s. 
The Coins of Ancient India, by John Allan. 1936, Svo. 
With 46 Plates, 3Z. 


Cat.4loc4UE of Chinese Coins : — 

Catalogue of Chinese Coins from the Seventh Century b.c. 
to A.D. 621, including the Series in the British Museum, 
by Terrien de Lacouperie. 1892, Svo. With illustrations, 


MEDALS 

Medallic lllu.strations of the History of Great Britain and 
Ireland to the Death of George II. By E. Hawkins, edited 
by Sir A. W. Franks, K.C.B., and H.“A. Grueber. 1885, 

8vo., 2 vols. Woodcuts. 4:1. is. Out of print. 
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Catalogues of Coins amd Medals 

: M'ecialiic Illustrations of 'the History, of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Parts I-^XVII. J,0 Plates" each. 1904-1911, folio, 
'' ' 6<s.'eacli part. ' . ■ ■ 

— — : Part • XVIII. . 13 Plates. 1911, folio, 

-- — Part XIX. Indexes, General Title, and Preface. 1911, 
fol., 106*. 

Select Italian Medals of the Renaissance in the Britisli Museum . 

Illustrated on 50 Plates. 1915, portfolio, 8^*. M. 

A Corpus of Italian Medals of the Renaissance before Cellini. 
B\" George Francis Hill. In two volumes, with 201 Plates. 
VoL I, Text. Vol. II, Plates, 1930, 4to, 11.1s. 

Guide to the Italian Medals. By C. F. Keary. 1881, Svo, 6d. 
Out of print. 

With 7 Plates, 2s. 6d. Out of print. 

Second edition. 1893, 8 vo, 2^. Bd. Out of print. 

Guide to the English Medals. By H. A. Grueber. 1881, Svo, 
Bd. Out cf print . 

— — With 8 Plates, 2s. Bd. Out of print. 

Second edition. 1891, Svo, 2-s’. Bd. Out of print. 

Exhibition of Medals of tlic Renaissance in the British 

Mnseiim. Bv G. F. Hill. With 90 illustrations. 1923 Svo 

2s. . ' ■■ ■ ' ’ ^ 

Guide to tlie Exhibition of Historical Medals in the British 
Museum. With 120 illustrations. 1924, Svo, 2s. 

PICTORIAL CARDS 

(For fuller details see separate Lists.) 

Single cards, Id. each. 

Sets of 15 ynonocfirome cards, with letterpress, Is. Postage 2d. 
XXIII, Medailic Works of Abraham and Thomas Simon. 

XXIV. Coins of Syracuse. 

XXV. Medals illustrating English History. 

XXVI. Medals by Pisanello and Pasii. 

XL. German Medals of the Great War. 

Coloured cards, 2d. each : set ofB, with Idictprcss ] -s*. ; postage 2d. 
B. 58. English Gold Coins. 


